PREAMBLE — CHAPTER NINE
Yog through King of Science (The Most Confidential Knowledge) (Raj gruh yog) |1

In the two previous chapters, the Supreme Lord Shree Krishna declared that
among all, bhakti is the highest, yet the simplest path of attaining Yog, or union
with the Supreme. In this chapter, He reveals His supreme glories that inspire
reverence, devotion, and awe. Although Shree Krishna stands in front of Arjun
in His personal form, it should not be mistaken to possess human personality.

At the beginning of creation, the Supreme Lord creates innumerable life-forms
with His material energy. And at dissolution, He absorbs them back into
Himself, and in the next cycle of creation, He manifests them again. Similar to
the mighty winds that blow everywhere yet always stay within the sky, all living
beings’ dwell within God. However, He remains ever aloof and detached from
all these activities as a neutral observer by His divine Yogmaya power.

To resolve the apparent confusion of the Hindu pantheon, Shree Krishna
explains that there is only one God, who is the sole object of worship. For all
living beings, He is the true friend, the support, refuge, and the final goal.
Therefore, those souls who engage in exclusive devotion towards the Supreme
Lord go to His abode and remain there. Those influenced by the ritualistic
ceremonies described in the Vedas also attain the celestial abodes. However,
when their merits are exhausted, they must return to earth.

Saying this, Shree Krishna exalts the superiority of pure bhakti solely directed
toward Him. Such a devotee lives in complete union with God’s will, doing
everything for Him and offering everything to Him. Their pure devotion helps
devotees attain the mystic union with God and releases them from the
bondage of Karmas.

Shree Krishna asserts that He is impartial towards all creatures; He neither
favors nor rejects anyone. Even if despicable sinners come to His shelter, He
accepts them willingly and very quickly makes them pure and virtuous. Shree
Krishna then says that He is seated within His devotees and will not let them
perish. He preserves what they possess and provides them what they lack.
Hence, we should dedicate our mind and body to Him, worship Him, always
think of Him, and make Him our supreme goal.
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Meaning:
Shree Bhagavaan said:

However, to you who is without fault, | will teach this extremely secret
knowledge along with wisdom, having known which, you will be liberated

from the inauspicious.



Explanation:

Shri Krishna uses this chapter to progress the theme of the seventh chapter,
which was the infinite nature of Ishvara and the finite nature of maaya. He
begins the chapter by asserting that the knowledge of Ishvara’s infinite
nature will result in liberation. He addresses Arjuna as “anasooya” which
means without fault, doubt or prejudice, indicating that those who have
begun the process of purification of their minds through karma yoga and
devoted meditation will understand this knowledge completely. Shree Krishna
also declares Anasiyave means “non- envious.” Anasiyave also has the
sense of “one who does not scorn.” Those listeners who deride Shree
Krishna because they believe He is boasting will not benefit from hearing
such a message. Rather, they will incur harm, by thinking, “Look at this

egotistic person. He is praising His own Self.”

Lord Krishna introduces the subject matter in the first three verses. He says
the subject matter is going to be I$vara jianam; that is going to be the
subject matter of the 9th chapter, and what type of I$vara jianam? I$vara
consisting of both His inferior nature as well as superior nature i.e. apara

prakrti as well as para prakrti.

First, let us understand the result of knowledge that Shri Krishna is glorifying
in this shloka. It is going to give us freedom or liberation from the
inauspicious. The word inauspicious in this shloka refers to samsaara or the

endless cycle of creation and dissolution that all of us are trapped in.

In the second chapter, Shree Krishna explained the knowledge of the atma
(soul) as a separate and distinct entity from the body. That is guhya, or
secret knowledge. In the seventh and eighth chapters, He explained
knowledge of His powers, which is guhyatar, or more secret. And in the
ninth and subsequent chapters, He will reveal knowledge of His pure bhakti,

which is guhyatam, or the most secret.



Next, let us look at what makes this knowledge unique. Shri Krishna says
that he is going to reveal not just "jnyaana" or knowledge, but also
“vijnyana” or wisdom that we can internalize in our lives. Also, unlike other
knowledge that requires action to give a result, this knowledge gives us the
result of liberation all by itself. As an example, if we come to know that a

mirage in a desert is false, we don’'t have to do anything further.

What makes this knowledge even more special is that it is extremely subtle.
It is hard for someone to figure out on their own. We need a competent
teacher like Shri Krishna to reveal this knowledge to us, as well as a
competent student who is ready and unprejudiced. Shri Krishna, urging us to
learn this knowledge in the right way through a teacher, calls it secret
knowledge. It also shows the level of trust that Arjuna built with Shri Krishna

in order to qualify for this knowledge.
Shri Krishna further glorifies this special knowledge in the next shloka.
Footnotes:

1. Four things comprise ignorance or incorrect knowledge about our self.
Doership, enjoyership, the notion of birth, death and rebirth, and the notion
that the "I" in me has a different identity than the universe; all this is

ignorance or avidya.

2. This ignorance is driven away by knowledge, which is the true nature of

our self.
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Meaning:

This is royal knowledge, the royal secret, purifying, foremost, immediately

perceived, righteous, effortless to perform, and imperishable.
Explanation:

Shri Krishna continues to glorify the theme of this chapter, which is the
knowledge of Ishvara’s infinite nature. This shloka consists of a series of
adjectives that highlight the extremely unique and special nature of the

knowledge that he is about to reveal.



R3aja means “king.” Shree Krishna uses the metaphor raja to emphasize the
paramount position of the knowledge He is going to reveal. He begins by

describing this knowledge as royal.

As we saw in an earlier chapter, most knowledge we acquire in our life is
“aparaa vidyaa”. It is related to something material and temporary. This
chapter describes “paraa vidyaa”, knowledge of the absolute. Knowing this,
we will ourselves become kings. We will never become subservient to
anyone or anything, including our mind, body and senses. Vidya also means
“science.” He does not refer to His teachings as creed, religion, dogma,
doctrine, or belief. He declares that what He is going to describe to Arjun

is the king of sciences.

Guhya means “secret.” This knowledge is also the supreme secret. Since
love is only possible where there is a choice, God deliberately hides Himself
from direct perception, thereby providing the soul the freedom to exercise
the choice of loving Him or not. This knowledge is the king of secrets.
Ordinary secrets can give us happiness, wealth, power, a competitive
advantage and so on, all of which are temporary and limited. But these

secret yields eternal, infinite happiness.

Many scriptures describe rituals that act as purifiers that help us eliminate
our sins. But this knowledge is the ultimate purifier because it eliminates the
sinner, the root cause. As we have seen earlier, our ego creates the sense
of doership and enjoyership, resulting in accumulation of merits and sins.
But if our sense of doership is eliminated, all of our actions will be
spontaneous and in tune with Ishvara’s will. The storehouse of our sins will
be burnt away. Plus, there will be no question of accumulating any more

merits or sins.

Shri Krishna says that we will be able to immediately perceive or experience

this knowledge. What does this mean? When we are a little hungry, we say



‘I think I am hungry”. But if we have not eaten for a while day, we
automatically say “I am hungry” without any further thinking. This is what is
meant by immediate and direct perception. There will be zero doubt in this

knowledge.

This knowledge is aligned with dharma, the law that holds the universe
together. Nowadays, many practices in the business world that were formerly
legal are deemed illegal and vice versa. This happens because they are
based on ever- changing laws. But this royal knowledge is in accordance
with the universal law. It holds true at any point in time, anywhere in the

world. Moreover, it will always result in joy, never in sorrow.

Pratyaksha means “directly perceptible.” The practice of the science of
bhakti begins with a leap of faith and results in direct perception of God. It
is not unlike the methodology of other sciences, where we begin an

experiment with a hypothesis and conclude with a verified result.

Dharmyam means “virtuous.” Devotion performed without desire for material
rewards is the most virtuous action. It is continuously nourished by

righteous acts such as service to the Guru.

Kartum susukham means “very easy to practice.” God does not need

anything from us; He is attained very naturally if we can learn to love Him.

Finally, this knowledge is easy to assimilate, it does not require any special
attributes in the person other than dedication and faith. While most things
that take little effort yield temporary results, this knowledge results in

permanent, eternal happiness.

Having provided a detailed description of the characteristics of this royal
knowledge, Shri Krishna describes the fate of people who do not follow this

teaching.
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g Wedd! 39 97 & 9fd Scyr o @ aral HIST #A o 9o glnY, SeH-Hcg
T AR A 39 TER H 3A-Td W& &1 (3)

Meaning:

People who do not have faith in this prescription, O scorcher of foes, do not

attain me. They return to the path of the mortal world.
Explanation:

Like any good teacher, Shri Krishna first glorifies the knowledge that he is
about to teach, then points out the qualifications of the worthy student.
Addressing Arjuna as the “scorcher of foes”, he says that they key
qualification required to receive this teaching is that of faith. If we do not
have faith, we continue following our old ways, only to be trapped in this

endless cycle of creation and dissolution.

Krishna says that in spite of all the glorification that | have done, and also
all the glorification of this wisdom obtaining in the scriptures themselves;
unfortunately, many people do not resort to this I$vara jianam. Even though
it is greatest; and even though it is freely available, in most of the places,
in many ashramas; many institutions it is given free. Krishna says this is the
greatest wisdom and easily available; and gives highest joy and security; but
still many people do not vote for this; because, they are not able to trust
this as something is so cheaply given to them. Many people do not have

sraddhah in the efficacy of this teaching.

Why is there so much importance placed in faith? Without faith, we will not
have the inclination to fully understand any teaching. Even in school or
college, we will not take the extra effort to inquire, ask questions, read
books and resolve our doubts unless we have faith in the subject and the

teacher. It is even more important in this kind of knowledge.



So then, what happens to those that do not have faith? Shri Krishna says
that such people do not attain Ishvara. They have faith in their sense
organs and their corresponding sense pleasures. These people still think that
feeding their senses with more food, entertainment as well as bodily and
intellectual comforts will result in long-lasting happiness. This misplaced faith
further ensnares them in the path of the mortal world, which that of birth,

old age, disease and death, over and over again.

Belief in God is not a natural process that we as human beings just follow.
We have to exercise our free will and actively make a decision to have faith
in God. In the assembly of the Kauravas, when Dushasan endeavored to
disrobe Draupadi, Lord Krishna saved her from shame and embarrassment
by lengthening her sari. All the Kauravas present saw this miracle, but
refused to have faith in the omnipotence of Shree Krishna and come to their
senses. The Supreme Lord says in this verse that those who choose not to
have faith in the spiritual path remain bereft of divine wisdom and continue

rotating in the cycle of life and death.

Having sufficiently introduced the chapter, Shri Krishna delivers the main

message of this chapter in the following two shlokas.
11 f&dr a+ham 11

T 3 TG F T § - T R T AT S 3 TRy e
¢, 9% 39 & o wud § 3R gfa aur gafa &1 sdam 39 & 0 wuet §
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"maya tatam idam sarvam,
jagad avyakta- murtina..|
mat- sthani sarva- bhiitani na,

caham tesv avasthitah"..11

ey
A HROT & I AR HOR &@rs aar § 3 A € 57 Fequi-serd 7 3127 afed-

& & gelr Sore ua §, @l ol st & Rua § weg # 37 a1 g
(¥)

Meaning:

This entire universe is pervaded by my unmanifest state. All beings are

based in me, | am not based in them.
Explanation:

This shloka and the next are the crux of the teaching in this chapter. Shri
Krishna makes three core points: that the entire universe is pervaded by his
unmanifest state, that all beings are based in him, and that he is not based
in them. Let us first take a step back to understand the context of this

teaching before we delve into these three points.

The Vedic philosophy does not accept the concept of God creating the world
and then peeping into it from the seventh heaven to check whether His
world is running all right. They repeatedly propound the theme of God

being all-pervading in the world:



“There is one God; He is seated in everyone’s heart; He is also everywhere

in the world.” (Shwetashvatar Upanishad 6.11)

“God is everywhere in theworld.”

(Ishopanishad 1)

“‘God pervades everything that has existed and all that will exist.” (Purush
Suktam)

Some Eastern philosophers claim that the world is a parinam (transformation)
of God. The protagonists of parinam vada state that God has transformed

into the world.

Other philosophers claim that the world is vivarta (to mistake one object for
another). They say that there is only God and no world; what we are seeing

as the world is actually Brahman.

However, according to verses 7.4 and 7.5, the world is neither parinam nor
vivarta. It is created from the material energy of God, called Maya s$hakti.
The souls too are the energy of God, but they are His superior energy,
called Jiva shakti. Therefore, the world and all the souls in it are both
God’s energies and are within His personality. However, Shree Krishna also
says that He does not dwell in the living beings, i.e. the infinite is not
contained by the finite beings. That is because He is far more than the
sum total of these two energies. Just as an ocean throws up many waves,
and these waves are a part of the ocean, but the ocean is much more than
the sum total of the waves, similarly too, the souls and Maya exist within

the personality of God, yet He is beyond them.

The eighth chapter described meditative techniques that we had to follow
throughout our lives in order to attain Ishvara, so that we can be liberated

from the cycle of creation and dissolution. Now, Shri Krishna reveals a



secret that will enable us to immediately gain access to Ishvara 24/7. And
unlike other techniques described so far, we do not have to do any action.

We just have to know.

What is this secret knowledge? Let us start with the first point. Shri Krishna
says that Ishvara is present in every living and non-living being within this
universe. If that’s the case, then we do not need to put in any extra effort.
Once we train ourselves to view Ishvara in everything, we will gain access
to him 24/7. We will not need to do any extra physical or mental activity to
make that happen. But if it were that simple, why cannot we put it into
practice immediately? It is because we have been preconditioned since time
immemorial to see everything but Ishvara. Removing this preconditioning is

the topic of the Gita.

The second point made by Shri Krishna is that all beings are based in him.
Let us bring up the example of the ocean and the waves to understand this
point. A five years old girl sitting on the beach will look at the waves, the
foam and the ripples and conclude that they are independent things. But her
mother knows that all of those shapes are created because of the ocean.
Also, the girl who has to inquire about where these shapes come from. The
mother does not have to do anything. She just knows that everything is
nothing but water in the ocean. So, the mother will tell her, “that’'s just the

ocean’.

Now, let's say the girl sees a ripple in a lake instead of the ocean. She
points to it and says, “that’s the ocean”. The mother will now enhance her
statement slightly by saying “that is not the ocean, that is a ripple. It is just
a shape taken by water, which is in the ocean and in the lake”. Water is an

abstract concept which a child slowly learns by example.

Similarly, we may begin to think that Ishvara is resident in an idol, or a

saint, or a holy place. Like the ripple, they are names and forms. Even



Arjuna would have found it hard to believe that Shri Krishna, who is in front
of him, can pervade the entire universe. So therefore, Shri Krishna says that
no visible entity can ever contain Ishvara who is beyond name and form.

The true nature of Ishvara is formless. This is the third point in this shloka.

Still, a question remains. Just like we still see waves in the ocean even
after knowing that they are water, we still come across thousands of names
and forms every day. Many of those names and forms are people that we
interact with, speak with, work with and so on. Aren’t those people “real”?
How do we reconcile this? Shri Krishna addresses this confusion in the next

shloka.
1 & e 1
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g AR 7 & 39 A REs arem T@&@w T g7 71 A A s9ra A F A FFkA A1
A A A @ AR 3 A 3UEAT HA St A g Rl R A T g FOT A Ham
TS| AT A FT § fRg AT FT QN sH AT SETd HOGWACAT § R
WRATCHT H Ig o SPId Agl| ar 50 & o 0T 3cged &1 I8 S99 39 few
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gfte & galr cgard AR 3rcuerd {-q{«qﬁqwéﬂé’f%,agwwwm
TIFRY H <ued g1 HfAT Sla 33T § 39l &l Fdl AT & IR FEH & Y
o fafdest Tawd A7 AT A &1 s serare A1 HooT FUSE A B, TeIdh
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Il gR 3% aa aa 11 9.0411

Il shrggreragaiar I 9.51

T T FAcrulfer e qeF A Aerhas |
Aol T HATUN AATHT $[dsiaet: ||

"na ca mat-sthani bhuatani,
pasya me yogam aiSvaram.. |
bhiita- bhrn na ca bhita- stho,
mamatma bhita- bhavanah"..||

ATy

g 3ol I AN wead-qul Anr-afed @ ¢w, TE FEqUT give #qe A w3 Pua
e Wl &, e ofr F waft wmofalt &1 ree-diwor Fet aren € 3R wef st &
afFa ¥ 7 U § Weqg A e @ goft o feua a7t war & aifs & &
qise &1 #FT FROT 1 (9)



Meaning:

And yet everything that is created does not rest in Me. Behold My mystic
opulence! Although | am the maintainer of all living entities and although |
am everywhere, | am not a part of this cosmic manifestation, for My Self is

the very source of creation.
Explanation:

Shri Krishna takes the argument of the prior shloka one step further. He
says that what we see through our eyes, hear through our nose, touch
through our skin is just a series of names and forms. It is a divine power of
Ishvara, just like the skill of a magician. These names and forms appear as
if they are created, sustained and destroyed by Ishvara, but in reality, there

is no such thing.

We notice that the first statement “all beings do not reside in me”
contradicts the statement in the last shloka “all beings are based in me.”
This is because each statement is made from a different perspective, based

on our level of understanding.

If we think that the world of names and forms is real, then Ishvara says that
all beings are based in him. It is like the little girl thinking that the foam and

the waves in the ocean are real entities.

But, if we advance our understanding, if we know that the world of names
and forms is a play of Ishvara, then he says that none of those beings,
those names and forms, reside in him. The illusion of the magician does not
reside in the magician, because an illusion cannot reside in something real.
That is why Shri Krishna says that Ishvara's self is not contained in all

beings.

Now, even though we have this knowledge, will still see, hear, touch, feel

and taste the world. Those forms in the world will be created, survive, and



eventually dissolve. Our near and dear ones will prosper, but will also leave
us one day. All of this is a play of Ishvara’s maayaa. To this end, he

asserts that he is the creator and sustainer of these names and forms.

As an example, we look up at the sky and observe that it is blue in colour.
We know that the blue colour is just an illusion caused by the scattering of
light waves. However, even after we know this, our eyes still report the color
of the sky as blue. Similarly, Shri Krishna urges us to recognize that
Ishvara’s divine power of maayaa, his “home theatre system”, creates all the

names and forms that our lives are made up of.

Beyond the two energies mentioned in the purport to the previous verse—
Maya shakti and Jiva shakti—there is a third energy of God. This is called
Yogmaya shakti, which He refers to in this verse, as divine energy.
Yogmaya is God’s all-powerful energy. It is called kartum-akartum-
samarthah, or “that which can make the impossible possible,” and is
responsible for many of the amazing things we attribute to His personality.
For example, God is seated in our hearts, yet we have no perception of

Him. This is because His divine Yogmaya power keeps us aloof from Him.

So then, what is the essence of these two key shlokas? Our senses will
always report names and forms to our mind and intellect. If we know that
they are all illusory names and forms, we will gain liberation. If we get
sucked into thinking that they are real, we will be trapped in their apparent

reality.

This teaching requires further elaboration. To that end, Shri Krishna provides

an illustration in the next shloka.

1 &y waa 1)
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feeia i frdl it &1 & gl &7 F& HROT HaT gl § 3R HRoT o &
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1l g 3 aa ga 11 9.0511

Il shercsreragaiar I 9.6l

TyrErfeyt e arg: ¥ A |
YT A0 S{dife ATAHAIGIURT ||

"yathakasa-sthito nityarn,
vayuh sarvatra-go mahan..|
tatha sarvani bhutani,

mat-sthanity upadharaya"..||

ATy

5 JoR |l STE FgeT aTell HElel arg Hed 3Rl H &Y Wl &, 36 9
Tl groft Her & Byd wd 81 (8)

Meaning:

Just like the mighty wind travels everywhere, established in space, so too,

all beings reside in me, understand this.

Explanation:



The key teaching of the chapter is that Ishvara pervades everything, that all
beings are sustained by Ishvara, but Ishvara is not contained in any of
them. To illustrate these statements, Shri Krishna compares Ishvara to
space. He says that space enables everything to exist within it, like wind, for

example. In the same way, all living and non- living entities dwell in Ishvara.

Shree Krishna has used the term mat sthani three times, from the fourth
verse to the sixth verse. It means “all living beings rest in Him.” They
cannot be separated from Him even though they transmigrate in different

bodies and accept affinity with matter.

The Supreme Lord now gives an analogy to enable Arjun to grasp the
concept. The wind has no existence independent from the sky. It moves
incessantly and furiously, and vyet, it rests within the sky. Likewise, the
souls have no existence independent of God. They move in time, place,
and consciousness, through transitory bodies, sometimes rapidly and

sometimes slowly, and yet, they always exist within God.

Let us understand the nature of space. It is indivisible, which means that
even if we try to divide it by building walls, we cannot do so. It does not
get affected by what it contains. A flower generates fragrance when fresh
and odour when it decays. But both those qualities do not get transferred to
space, since space has no qualities. It also pervades everything. Over 99%
of an atom is empty space. And it is infinite. No object can ever contain

space.

Similarly, Shri Krishna says that Ishvara is infinite, indivisible, pervades
everything, and remains unaffected by what he sustains. How does this help
us? Knowing that Ishvara is everywhere reduces our sorrow, delusion, fear,
likes and dislikes. If everything is Ishvara, and if we also know that we are
in Ishvara, there is nothing to fear or like or dislike. That is how we get

liberated.



There is a story in the Ishvaavaasya Upanishad. The gods tried to have a
race with Ishvara. But wherever they ended up, Ishvara was already there.
Another interpretation of this story is that the senses also tried to outrun
Ishvara but could not. It is like trying to race with space. It is a futile effort,

because space is all-pervading. So is Ishvara.

From another perspective, everything that exists in cosmos is subordinate to
the will of God. It is created, maintained, and annihilated in accordance

with His will. In this way also, everything can be said to be resting in Him.

Now, just like we see the blue sky with our eyes, we also see things and
people on this earth being created and destroyed. We know that the blue
colour is an illusion, but do we really understand that creation and

dissolution is an illusion as well? This is taken up next.

1l & e 11
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1l g 3 aa ga 11 9.0611

Il sheresreragaiar I 9.71

FaaTe Sleaw wFia aifea afdwe |
FedeTd qeATdifa Heurel Rysmrael

"sarva- bhutani kaunteya,
prakrtim yanti mamikam.. |
kalpa-ksaye punas tani,

kalpadau visrjamy aham"..||

Tare:

g Podigd! Fod & Hed H ol w0l AY gl (seor-afed) # var FF el
8 S § 3R 31Tel &hed & HREH H 3o1ehl IHUell STor-Aied (Fid) ¥
3ot AT 1 (V)

Meaning:



All beings attain my Prakriti when an age ends, O Kaunteya. | project them

again when (another) age begins.
Explanation:

Previously, Shri Krishna compared wind in space to the multitude of beings
in Ishvara. Here, he asserts that all those beings go to Ishvara’s Prakriti at
the end of a “kalpa” or age. They then come back into existence when the

kalpa starts all over again.

In the last chapter, Shri Krishna had explained the process of creation and
dissolution. He spoke about the day and night of Lord Brahma. Here, he
adds more detail by revealing the orchestrator of creation and dissolution. It
is Prakriti. In an earlier context, this word was translated as nature. In this

context, we will keep the original word since the meaning is a little different.

So here Krishna says, before creation of this universe, the universe was
already existent in me, in unmanifest form or potential form; because nothing
can be newly created. According to the law of conservation of matter and
energy; nothing can be newly created; even an ounce of matter cannot be
created by anyone including God. Even though God is omnipotent; even an
ounce of matter cannot be created. Therefore God says, | do not create a
world at all; the world was already existent in Me; but only difference is
what; not in this unfolded manner. The world was existent in seed form;
potential form; unmanifest form, just as a huge tree, existing within a seed;
or as a baby exists in the womb of the mother. So when a look up at a
grown up child; and the mother says. This is my son; that fellow is one foot
above the mother. And then you wonder; how can such a big person be in
the stomach of the mother; even though he is so big now; previously he
was a tiny fetus, who was existing in unmanifest form. So in the DNA, they
say information contained in the smallest DNA is so much, that 300 books

of information can be extracted out of it; because the child's or the man's all



the features must be there encoded. If your hair has to turn grey at the

43rd year, remember it is already coded in your DNA.

Now, you can understand by Dream you see. What is dream? All the dream
that you have are nothing but the impressions that you will have gathered
from your observation and experience; You can never dream what you have
not experienced; you can have a peculiar permutation combination. So the
man- body and buffalo- head; the combination will be mind and brain might
do; but you have experienced a buffalo; you have experienced a man; and
if at all you say no no no; | saw something which | have never experienced,;
then | say you have forgotten it. And still if you claim; no no no; | have
never experienced; | am damn sure; | say that you have experienced in
your previous janma; because mind continues from previous janma; therefore
today's dream is already in the waker, in what form?; in potential form.
Today's dream of yours is already in your mind in potential form; already we
VCR has worked; VCR means video cassette recorder. You have recorded
in your mental tape, and the VCR operation will stop, the moment you go to
bed. And VCR operation will be replaced by VCP. And what will be played;
whatever has been recorded. Therefore, what | want to say is your dream is
potentially there in you, the waker. Similarly, the dream like world is in

Brahman; in unmanifest form; which is called maya or prakrti.

Prakriti is a system that tracks the karmas or actions of each and every
being in the universe. When every being’s karma is exhausted, Shri Krishna,
through the medium of Prakriti, begins the process of dissolution, just like
we go to sleep when we exhaust all our actions for the day. When the time
is right for the next set of actions to begin manifesting, Prakriti “wakes” up

everyone and begins the process of creation.

Now, we notice that Shri Krishna does not use the word “create” here.

Instead, he uses the word “project”. Prakriti is similar to a movie projector in



that it does not create anything new, but projects names and forms on the
screen, just like waves and foam in the ocean. As we saw earlier, creation
and dissolution is a matter of perspective. A child only sees waves and
foam. The adult, seeing the very same waves and foam, knows that it is

ultimately water.

Similarly, creation and dissolution on a cosmic scale is “real” only if we get
stuck at the level of names and forms. The jnyaani or the wise seeker sees
the names and forms come and go, but knows that everything, ultimately, is
only Ishvara. The difference between the jnyaani and everyone else is that
the wise seeker's perspective that comes from having the knowledge of

Ishvara. This knowledge is paramount.

So then, what is the relationship between Ishvara, Prakriti and us? This is

explained in the next shloka.
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vfd Tawasesy Ryenfa qof: 9o1: |
HATATAA FEAATT FFAaAT

"prakrtim svam avastabhya,
visrjami punah punah..|
bhita-gramam imar krtsnam,

avasam prakrter vasat"..||

TaTe:

I g A # @l gof 3wl sTer-Aied (Ffd) & #RUT SR-ER Al
gool-Aad ¥ faelle 3R 3cdeet gid @d §, I8 @l qUi-&0 8§ & & a4 seol-
afed (7Ffa) & 3reha 81 &1 (¢)

Meaning:

Commanding my Prakriti, | repeatedly project this entire world of beings,

which is helpless under the control of Prakriti.
Explanation:

Shri Krishna describes the workings of Prakriti in this shloka. Prakriti is
Ishvara’s projector. It projects an entire universe of names and forms at the
beginning of a cycle, withdraws them at the end of the cycle, only to start it
all over again. We saw this in the previous shlokas. Here, we investigate

the relationship between Prakriti, Ishvara and the individual.

Let's first look at the relationship between Ishvara and Prakriti. Shri Krishna
says that Ishvara fully controls Prakriti He is the commander of Prakriti.
Prakriti cannot do anything without the command of Ishvara. However,
Ishvara is not a micro- manager. He does not tell Prakriti how to do its job.
He just sets the rules in motion. Prakriti is a system that follows the rules,

just like a computer program or the autopilot in an aircraft.



How does this work? We know that Prakriti, which is a synonym for maaya,
comprises the three gunaas or modes. Each guna will deliver results based
on its inherent property. For example, if our personality is predominantly
comprised of rajas, we will always be in an agitated state, which will result
in haphazard work. But if our personality is saatvic, it will result in perfect
work. Notice that there is no need for Ishvara to “do” anything since Prakriti

is an automatic system.

At that time, all the souls within the material creation also go and rest in
the body of God, in a state of suspended animation. Their gross and subtle
bodies merge back into the source, Maya. However, the causal body still
remains. (The three kinds of bodies have been described in detail in the
commentary to verse 2.28) After dissolution, when God creates the world
again, the material energy unwinds in the reverse sequence prakriti- mahan-
ahankar— pafch tanmatra— panch mahabhata. Then, the souls that were
lying in a state of suspended animation with only causal bodies are again
placed in the world. In accordance with their causal bodies, they again
receive subtle and gross bodies, and the various life forms are created in
the universe. These life forms vary in nature amongst the different planes
of existence. In some planetary systems, fire is the dominant element in
the body, just as in the earth plane, the dominant bodily elements are earth
and water. Hence, the bodies vary in their subtleness and the functions

they can perform. Shree Krishna thus calls them myriad life forms.

In a cyclic process | repeatedly create this world. So that is why very
important. In Védanta, creation is a cyclic process; it is not a linear process.
Védanta we say creation is a eternal cycle; manifest and unmanifest,
manifest unmanifest and cycle does not have a beginning or end; a line has

a beginning and end point, a circle does not have a beginning or end; and



therefore never ask the question; when did the creation begin. Therefore the
question; when did the creation originate, is illogical and therefore Krishna
says, it has been on and on and on and on and on so aham punah punah

visrjami.

Next, let us look at the nature of Prakriti and the individual. Shri Krishna
says that the individual is under the complete control of Prakriti. He
helplessly goes through infinite cycles of birth and death due to the
influence of Prakriti. In our own lives, we know so many people that are
hale and hearty one moment and are killed by an accident in the next
moment. They have no say in the matter whatsoever. The only way one can
get out of Prakrit's influence is to put forth effort towards achieving

liberation.

| cannot dream. For dream to come | require what; some imprint in the
mind is required. Similarly, Brahman cannot create; unless the creation is
there in potential form; that potential form is called prakrii. It is like the big
wheel; giant wheel; it is switched on; it will go on and on; you cannot stop
the giant wheel; but you can jump out of it; that is called moksa. There is
no switch off; no off switch; it will be going on; only you jump out. How we

shall in forthcoming chapters.

Now, we know that Ishvara commands Prakriti to perform creation,
sustenance and dissolution. In the chapter on karma yoga, we have seen
that actions have a tendency to bind us, to make us get attached to them.
Does Ishvara get attached to the actions of creation, sustenance and

dissolution? We shall see in the next shloka.
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Meaning:

Nor do those actions bind me,O Dhananjaya. | remain as though indifferent

and unattached to those actions.
Explanation:

Earlier in the chapter, Shri Krishna addressed several misconceptions that
we have about Ishvara. He asserted that Ishvara cannot be contained in any
one part of the universe, in any one object. He also asserted that we need
to wait for a long time to Ishvara. Ishvara is accessible at this very moment.
What is missing is knowledge that enables us to recognize Ishvara in

everything.

In this shloka, Shri Krishna addresses another misconception of Ishvara, that
he has a personal agenda in each and everyone’s destiny. To that end, Shri
Krishna clarifies that Ishvara delegates the functioning of the universe to the
laws of Prakriti. He does not personally get involved, nor does he claim
credit for the creation, destruction and sustenance of billions of beings in

this universe.

The material energy is actually inert and insentient. It is devoid of
consciousness, which is the source of life. How then, one may wonder,
does it perform the wonderful work of creating such an amazing world?
The Ramayan explains this well: “The material energy is insentient by itself.
But when it receives inspiration from God, it begins to act as if it were

sentient.”

When God wishes to create the world, He glances at the material energy
and animates it. The main idea to keep in mind is that although the

process of creation goes on by His will and inspiration of God, He remains



unaffected by the work of the material energy. He remains ever-blissful and
undisturbed in His personality, by virtue of His hlandini shakti (bliss-giving
power). Hence, the Vedas call Him atmaram, meaning “He who rejoices in

Himself, without any need for external pleasures.”

Our Puranaas contains several stories about the trinity of Brahma, Vishnu
and Shiva who are charged with the responsibilities of creation, sustenance
and dissolution respectively. They are aided by their consorts. Saraswati
provides the knowledge needed for creation. Lakshmi provides the wealth
needed for sustenance. Parvati provides the power needed for dissolution.
The stories may portray that these deities personally take effort to perform
their duties, but at the universal level, they are all part of the fully automatic

system of Prakriti.

Therefore, the lesson for us here is that we should follow karma yoga
because it is a universal law. Like Ishvara, who runs the universe while
knowing that it is Prakriti's handiwork, we too should perform our duties in a
spirit of vairagya or detachment, knowing that Prakriti is running everything.
If we worry about who will get the credit for our actions, then we will get

bound, taking us further away for liberation.

So then, how should we use this knowledge to refine our vision towards the

world? This is explained next.
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30 & ufd #ieded #Hd @ HAFd gl s HaA 1 RI&T H 9U7 3601 &I
WSEA 8 Bl




o gaR 3merrer & 3mHT efid, 3%0T T ot g d9 gagr dr g g g,
W RN T AT T FT 9o g7 BIATl S THR Yhfd F Tg -
mmwmﬁiaﬂweﬁW@Taﬁﬂyaﬁwwm,Wﬁsﬁ
YHd & g T AR H el F AT AHAEFT &9 @ & AT @ g
$9TATeT HI Tg FUA 3oT & [ASHIHA AT & IJEN gled HT g, ST doh §H 3TeAT hal
dhejcd H1d TGH $iFdd HId @ HFd 8 A oA I 9 oo el qUA A HeFd
o6l 81 Fehdl|

sq 3R 3% gFse & v FE FaPR & T #g )W FE F1 fRer @amEr
gl ar a 30 feR & QU 3§ & fAear § fhg 39 &7 o 39 fRER % &
AT grar § 3R T F T aF 39 R & ST & gfa 3T & W®ar &l

ST % §A @1 faffiest &ar qadmsit 1 god TaH Fod 3 W} § o sEaAn-
faso- @ger e gite- drei- HER & qacl TaH ofedll- gracl- EE Hel-
afFa- facar & Sfaat & Sed 81 WRATHAT o &gl ¢ o S 97 w#Far & &
o gadr 1 qe AT § A IH adT GaRT 3H AT AT qUT Al g“'l QATCHT
ST H9 ¥ W § Ig 69 YHfad & FFA & 3dfa #d wa § 3 wae &
3eNeT B INATCHT S SRAYOTEl H IS §EAET g1 AT Fifeh af T§ T Tehidl
@l HIT AT TG 3GRAT 19 A Bl &

AT %N garr WA ot weaered 7 off Fqot gite & warew 3R 3cue gl &
FRUT feerfad # Far g, 5T JAgTaeH, FAgepel 3R AGEETdT 3ces] géﬁh
s ¥ e, fasor, Fger 3R e, gat 3R WEAAT gUI T Gie F A 7
Teh AT WedA, Fofl, dof, AfFd AT Hgfdg 8, 999 4§ I§ gite aR aR 3T
AR faeler g &

TATCHT 8 Tehfd GaRT FFOT STl &1 3cufd, drefel AR He 3nfe fohar aa &
5 A Sld Upfd & @FAT & a9 HAT HT el HII § v RaACAT 59
G 1 arelal HIAT g3 o gpfar A Bhamsit & gfd sared=r & ®r &1 37 H
FS o HA 1 quaT o A § 3 A Rl o Frar & T o & Afy Sha
AT T W A IT 3F H A A § ar o aF 3Rt & war § 3R gie
T dlelel T &



HITAle] o el BT R I g FAT gl HRUT fob Hfsg 38 a&q @ e
giaT &1 9 a¥q &1 9g &1 AT §1 Weg 57 FERT 30, Bafa 3R o
gidr &1 39N oAl & fAaT S Taded Far & a8 &l safed e 39
AR & (AT FH 8 3G F7 § 3 dF 38T H RE B|d § Fifw
AT, I TS H AR H Hig FAT & 180 &l deqd § & aedd # Ig 69
$T9TATe T & TIRT g| 57 FI Taded TAT § &l oTel| dl 3T TA®T I HITare] F1
3ol T 3o HITAT 3Rl ajE g

UHT g F HIA HAJT A H Jg [T & §  hAdeeT § geaan IFd
Idd & [ S # FAT # AT 7 g8 U TG g1 OH & JAAT o FA! A
3R 3 & Bel H AAFT 7 W @ T FA R g T 37 F Y 3| 3R
qHGET AT H AR 3% Bell A INAFT @E| A JHAR GG G IS
IRER SToHT AT &7 U9 ROT fof Al & 3IFEH 3R 3ed gar § aar oo
M 3cUeeT gl TS B Sl &1 TR FHHBA $H TTON & HROT HIST ST Sl g
Ig fohdel 3Maddr g § 6 #7 3R 38dr & dF F@ET |, W (FolwoTh
HRUT) oticl @ Sl & U g a&d «1gl @ell, W T& H oo, (d-) @
ST § oot S8l @l W 3HH Foeet @ AT § AGar i afery g1 39 @
Ig IR gHsT oar TRy & Fwduae 3fAFEEer e 3R wagEeesh
rafFd &1 AT gEl H Y Teteigd ST Soldlell ol 3 & f&ar 30 Jor &
%@ﬁm@mﬁ%w(%%m%)ﬁmﬁmﬁm%l

SH LAY & AR # WHACHT o $H TS AT 6T qredl & qa &gl A1 &6
H 37eTeg, see, favare 3R 9 & god H HET ATl ST Tk g H FE 0T A,
§A WRATCHT & o & I IEH AR AT & oA A dh HET| 5@ HROT
WATCHT & el off 1 @ g7 g&r o1 @l gid &1 Siefeh T&OT WACAT 39eT
Jcdeh F & Ifa 37hdm I§ ™ 3G gl 547 IR gH o qaArcar & AfAa &
F 39 TAF HH & Y WATHT H #ewl, e 3R 97 W@ 3R 3 s 3R
HIFAT AT A BIS I AT Ugd 7

3TdT gl &l 31 ey 9H 3R FF & 9fa e AT AFRICHS gl 8T g,
HH & Fged AR HIFdcd g T HF & X 0T G&TdT & ATY HH R g1 AT



& FE A, 981 A F T 99U R F are, FI o 4 F i e &
WEd 8, e JereT & qoT S&Tl & A1 R Fd &

HOR &1 O § 9371 3Ry T8 ¢ & 99 weea o @eqot gite & = &1, 39
el ARTART AR ypfd & T fham, g Tad 316H I T AT 3ehdl 3R
eerdT AT A 3G &1 A HH Bl gl S G T Uh H FHEET HAC
Ui @RI ARTATT & Farfad &, fhg g 3rarer & el 3R slterar g1 o @@
3 & GHRT HJST SN &l Sfid ofd 3Ue 3EH, HEfFd, HH H Far AR
HIFT od H e - FOT & g@l el § ol WRACAT & & TR el g b
39 o FE Giee & @A & T+ w2

3T §H Shejed HIG A FHFd gled & 3T & TISERIOT Hl qea|

Il gR 3% aa aall 9.0911

Il #hAgseracgaiar Il 9.101

HIATETATT G FIAY FETE |
T Flead ST AUREe |

"mayadhyaksena prakrtih,
silyate sa-caracaram.. |
hetunanena kaunteya,

jagad viparivartate"..| |

ATy

g gl A reFerr (-3relean) & A sifas-vepia Gror-efed) gl =
(TAIAR) dAr 3R (RR) S 3caea 3R fafase &t |y §, 58 Ror &
Ig AR gRadeafier g1 (%°)

Meaning:

Under my supervision, Prakriti generates this universe of moving and

motionless (beings). With that purpose, O Kaunteya, the universe revolves.



Explanation:

Shri Krishna concludes the topic of Prakriti and its mechanisms by re-
asserting that Prakriti is subservient to Ishvara. He describes Ishvara as the
supervisor, the “adhyaksha”. He says that Ishvara does not physically have
to “do” anything in order to create, sustain and dissolve the universe.
Ishvara’s mere presence enables Prakriti to function, just like electricity
enables a television to function. Without his presence, Prakriti remains inert

and is incapable of doing anything whatsoever.

For example, the President of a country does not personally do every task
of the government. He has various departments under Him, and officials
appointed for performing the different functions. And vyet, the
accomplishments and failures of the government are attributed to Him. This
is because He sanctions the government officials for performing tasks under
His jurisdiction. Similarly, the first- born Brahma and the material energy
accomplish the tasks of creation and manifestation of life forms. Since they

work under God’s sanction, He is also referred to as the Creator.

From Ishvara’s standpoint, there is no notion of “doing work” or “obtaining
the result’; he knows that ultimately it is Prakriti that runs the show, and
therefore he remains detached. He is like the owner of a theatre that has
employed a magician to perform a show. The owner is unconcerned whether
the magician cuts a woman in half with a saw, or pulls a rabbit out of a

hat.

Let us now look at the practical implication this shloka. If we substitute the
word Ishvara in the previous statement with the word “jeeva” or individual,
we come to the same conclusion from the previous chapters on karma yoga.
Only through disassociation with the notion that “I am the doer’” and I
obtain the result” can we truly be liberated from the cycle of creation and

dissolution.



The key question is : who controls whom? If we let Prakriti control us, if we
let our lower nature drag us towards sense pleasure, we can never be
liberated. We should re-assert our control of our lower self through our

higher self.

Furthermore, Shri Krishna also gives us a technique to deal with life’s ups
and downs with this shloka. Whenever we encounter a sorrowful or hurtful
situation, all we need to do is to know that (a) we have obtained this
situation through our own actions and (b) it is yet another name and form

that Prakriti has created.

Once we know that something is a name and form, we will immediately
know that it is Prakriti's handiwork, just like we know that something is an
April fool’s joke or a magician’s trick. This will enable us to pierce through
Prakrit's pranks and to know that Ishvara the supervisor is behind

everything.

So then, Shri Krishna has explained to us “how the universe revolves”, in
other words, how the magic trick works. This is how we should develop our
vision of the world. However, instead of trying to see Ishvara behind
everything, many people still try to box Ishvara into a finite concept. More

on this is taken up in the next shloka.

1 &y we 1)

WRATCHT TgT TISC X § 3o1 ST 3URRATT H FAT =Aed A 3EqH F Ig AR (
e gepfa, smeur go gpid 3R Ada ) WER F@igd SHId H = g,
S &fa od § 3R 30 FROT @ T§ TR MAEHA & Ish H GAT Bl g1 Thfd
HT TE &5 Hed o FIol F IRAT § O 37 & AW § THfa & e &, 3
37ATT ITATCHT 8T LTl

3CIEN0T ¥ §H THS df R T IMET I daFd Nl 3BaR & @407 & Teldl gl
eI & SToled ¥ 3T Foll Aot § 3R g5 & g8 For gRafda g &< afgat $ir



T & &1 AT Fel Tof 38 FIferd AR IR &8 910 &1 e el Tga §
3R Fgr IET gATT @, I§ FR H TR T AT &1 3T FEHAS HT 354
Ui §, AR 37 HT 391, 99 Hd el ol | S ThR SR & Hulolel H T &
feem e g €, SR UfhaT SR AT §1 ¥E FAR &F HA A TS A
gl

deled H, 3ha cAT IR Thamefiar 3TcaAT & TFaeeT & s 3UAT & garT
Tqse fohaT T g1 Ucdeh 3UAT 39 A9y Igd IaY & fhdl T 987 W 99y &9
¥ T STer &1 gF el o awgat W useh § 39 3 & & §
Wed ST & 39 AIA H AL, A § e R 98 39 I¥G dF A &l
HeAT o 39l 3eled a%d H T8 WwWar § 3R 30 & Wieaed & 3elcAm
Jdead IR Fe H WEH @ T &1 e AR v wer e §
forell TS & A A Hhed 3a1 fF A A H OAT F BT 37 A e [y
Y a7 FY gV WA & AT e A | 39 AT A 39T Hhod ddTa Il
39 favg & oo S g g qiUieEr & v G g 98 AeA ST H G
qgiﬁh‘{ 30 A g # RO HAT gl GE G S el e & el
ITHRT TN GRS F ¢, 79 e ¢ o weqet A # 3w A on ved g5
AR FUHAEAST W TG GaR F 1 I g1 ol & 36 Y g 3R aadr &
T faEdd sgaear Iieten o 38 Fhodgas AR 3cd8 Afgd Sifead fhar
AT &1 HATT TSTHIT HTARRIAT AT Follolell o el HFYUT &TAAT 3N Sl
35 feam B, o |@ ol &1 AT A% g1 bl §T HAT Aol AT A
e eGfFd A HA 1 ISR AR AfFT T & FROT & N, e @I T
51 e drdl A wgl o TAeFAET g U1 TS A AT Wed g F FoAl
33T T G o fAser & aresr fohar| afe shae @A ARIRE & & H dgr
Aol I U AT T AEdl, A 98 F B FE g Fehar ATl SH
JehR, AT I TAT AT @ Tl Hd &THAT IIod Y Gioe Tl HT Tlolell Ta
3T FRITTIT Flad H FAY gidl g1 <aice & ¢foe ¥ OR a8 W Ig
fcura 3R 31 Tase gl S1ar g1 3cAT shaol H9ei [aeIARTdr & & # 31K
e # YRMRId X 30 TUd gt &1 JfPeaFd vd qfd & v aey
i S 3R 38 I31d & AU 3HMEeTh Aieadl Ud Swelfeaal S b &l




AL IETLTAT A Tpfd TR SEIA T 3cheed I gl TeT Tpid &1 3T §
3T [ATATGY ST, T Fg ofcd Rl Ud I=lr &l o & A 3TcAT &

FATATT @ & Uolall @l ¢ S HROT FER °sh HAAT Wl ¢l 3uded faur &
fead sy I Asheldr § o 3TcAT der 37hdl &1 I8l gl ATcHT & dlfeaded
8 gpfd Al Yo T FISC AT FaII0T FIchl g1 IR Tl 3R Aol AT &
AT & &, T@T & 76| AT AR IHATCHAT, TIY 3R YHfd & AL IE Foaey
gl TAFH & FIW HEIET 9d & TSCed H TAFH IR 9d & FFeey W AOR
A § TG A o 3R T 1 Feer it Taseaan AT gl

TEl gg ugH @t § T 39 qEwae A A w@ar § quwr & senfe A wifa
Rua tEar § Ie Fel WER RATEY §1 50 UH H T R & o Fgd §, a9
IR F gseAd @ 58 F @y § W AfdPR waww 7qgr sifdserar & (IR
gl ) JfaeareT A BTt ART yHfad IHET WRR @I & 3cde fhar
A Bl deHeT o FET 91T FEd © T AT ¥l H 3HeT AT F TEoidrel Teh
g ¢d § S fo gaeardy 3N FFqOT $[cl T HecRIcAT AT HAl S FarHl, TaEd
ol @ IMUR, @iel, A=, Yeyr IR For &1 & FocigT gl HRoT § YT H
$H I HETeT § S W Afgd AHR ATRR T TATT S T T30t
# gRafda giar war § F=ife s & geea ygfaar anft Ada & A= & v
W%ﬁﬁﬁ%lﬁu@@uﬁﬂ,aﬁméu‘s’gddl § 3HE U 3HeIHd
T §, gz@ﬁﬁﬂéﬂ%ﬁ?ﬁmmaﬁmﬂ,mmwm
&I, IHb TE] B SN Fedlie ST T FAET Ygaal AT IR o &
g oIF g Sdrell g1 St 37 ST T 37egey Irefl ddel § 98 UH oIl H
g & sl 77 ot I 3Y fRwen w &1 o9 &5 w9 &1 reganey da=ga
T ¢d dFad A FATT WP & FFeew & R § 3K 39F Rar s=g Adaa a
g1 & HROT gAY HIFAT HT 3G § A IE gioe fvw & O ¢ 590 96R #1 weaA
3R 39 #1 3 IE QA @ A g Fha ( 3wdTq TE vy g )1 (
SHS! ) WIET FIT Il §, 56 AT & FT F§ TFaT § I8 T Fal @ 3047
mmwmgmmﬁmwmwm%nmmm
A ot w1 ¥ % I ¥ A A9 @ @1 ¥ Wi waed Sfiw At @ @




IagR A 9 3CTEI0T $ AR AT SgT §¢ 3T F GG 37 B Adoree
HIAT HIAT &, FeAEUTT 30 Tl PR 38 FATT & 39 Fohod & ITEAR
< ST Bl 98 T Fo AL a1l HAS F Afdes fGomr vaw safed 3vw o
HRPR &F TaHA HREAUUMCN W@ g, HAT H §A Yhid AR AR 38 &
FRYUTST P §H HIAT g Thd ¢l 37 & [AfFfiest QT AR o gherl faaer
TR W FHAIR, Seures, %a, fashg 3fe fasmT 81 58 JoR gl SREET H
W@ﬁﬂﬂ%ﬂﬁéﬁﬁﬁgﬁlﬁ%ﬂﬁﬁ?ﬁ%m
W g fohg Afos 1 38 & Fe F 3EHER o @, ar g wel oa 7 R Fea
gl S|

Yhfd TeT AT & FAET HER & Hdloled Al ¢ o # dd, & 3R a7 o1
% 3T Y IUN & HHAET & AR Sfd B FAT &1 S Sl Beled o I
39 & ArfAda fheag & a9 O rameia g aar &1 Crane 3R gas Sget
gl U & YR &1 Foll H 37e1eT 3719l P, 3 T fhead & d gl safav I«
i I 9ot &1, foF A @1y ¢ar 4 ? o 39el fheaa 1 guRd|

g €I T@err g fF aerag At F aE @ WHEA F AW erarT st Foor
AT AW FEAR # qeA & W@ 8, sufav A wsq # v e wam @ R
Foor oft wHfa & @ffw se7 &1 faliw @ar ¢ swfow gefa & fwr &
FTAR R & e ¥ AN 4 ¥ FOT F T F § WHeA Fgd ¥, 370 T6
A6 g TR fF S S« off AR dar § At vefa & Aww & w1 wwar @
frqg @& ygfa At deemar 3k dat o F T ot Far 81 St S« deemn
st vl & diat o F Iew ¢ o SNare § 3R a9 a7 wF & @t ot sk
AT F AT F Y § A oA

HHR WSEA & Hehod 1 3 §, [0 & 36 o Yid TaH IRTAT & Frered
d PR & F 3T AT b Tad Aficd X foar g1 ghfa & s ofr
FI-FRUT & fAgHled W 3MURT &, fa  3ATd FeA 1 37T I d& I H
@l §, 98 Thid & Mt HRRA g1 S 3§ ST YOl ' 81 FHSIA, 37 &
OHATCHT FIT Fgd g, 39 9ed &l

Il 8% 3% ad ad 11 9.1011



Il shrgsraragaiar Il 9.111

AT fed AT HET AT ToiAaTe |
W Al AH HAARETA

"avajananti mam mudha,
manusim tanum asritam.. |
param bhavam ajananto,

mama bhuta- maheSvaram"..| |

TaTe:

AY AT A 30 & A Hpse R IR (Hifded qerd @ AT SRy
H YT @) drel A § ST g FT SfarcAT3t &l qwA-gaX drel
TIATT I TN GHST 91 &1 (29)

Meaning:

Resorting to a human form, foolish people insult me, not knowing my

supreme nature as the overlord of all beings.
Explanation:

He highlights the fact, that I$vara is akarta and abhokta. And therefore we
cannot blame the Lord for our problems; we cannot Lord is unjust; because
nothing is happening according to the plan or will or wish of the God; God

is an interfering presence.

Removal of all misconceptions of Ishvara is one of the recurring themes of
this chapter. Even though Shri Krishna has repeatedly defined Ishvara as
infinite, many people still get stuck with one form of Ishvara or the other. In
this shloka, Shri Krishna terms such people foolish, and their behaviour

insulting.

Those who say that God is only formless and cannot manifest in a personal

form, contradict the definition of God as being all-mighty and all-powerful.



The Supreme Lord has created this entire world full of forms, shapes, and
colors. If He can do such an amazing feat of creating myriad forms in the
world, can He not create a form for Himself? Or is it that God says, ‘I do
not have the power to manifest in a personal form, and hence | am only
formless light.” To say that He cannot possess a personal form makes Him

incomplete.

However, in regard to the personal form of God, we must keep in mind that
it is a divine form, which means it is devoid of all the defects found in
material forms. The form of God is sat-chit-anand—it is eternal, full of

knowledge, and constituted of divine bliss.

In this verse, Lord Brahma prays to Shree Krishna, “O Lord, your body is
not made of pafich mahabhata (the five great elements); it is divine. And
You have descended in this form by Your own free will, to bestow Your

grace upon souls like me.”

In chapter four of the Bhagavad Gita, Shree Krishna stated: “Although | am
unborn, the Lord of all living entities, and have an imperishable nature, yet |
appear in this world by virtue of Yogmaya, my divine power.” (4.6) This
means that not only does God possess a form, but He also descends in the

world as an Avatar.

Now, many of us were conditioned by our cultures to believe that Ishvara is
something that is far away and will take years and years of devotion to
achieve. But Shri Krishna, through the Gita, has revealed to us the true
nature of Ishvara as infinite, all- pervading and available right here and now.
To ensure that we do not revert back to our old ways of thinking, Shri

Krishna uses a strong term to refer to such people: foolish.

Even before we go to the level of Ishvara, we commit the error of thinking
that our eternal essence, our self, is our human body only. Removing this

erroneous notion was the message of the second chapter. In the same way,



we are likely to think of Ishvara as a finite form, and in doing so, treat

everything else in the world with disregard.

Shri Krishna says that such an attitude is personally insulting to Ishvara,
who is the supreme controller of the universe. It is like introducing a Nobel
peace prize winner as an ordinary citizen, or to think that a junior police
officer is the be- all and end- all of a country’s government. People with
such erroneous notions can cause a great deal of harm to themselves, as is

pointed out in the next shloka.

1 & e 1

fSa 1 waepld e UHid IHeled SEHUST H TWAT L §, TWITR,
TUTERSISIH TIOMGT l YaT il & St 9obfd 3R 38 & HEAATT & Fellele,
Ydcieh, MR IR GaTh § o T gTor & e ga7 a1 uar o FE e grof
IO AT F HTER S ST otepl & S §1 3T 3o bl A W0 o) AT
el arel foder gaar &, 3«7 &1 off o Seax (Anfore) & 3R S @9 Y Seisaren
g, UOT 98 A HTHSEEY Falchse HId (Fa89) B

RATHT 1 Fgd & fb H AT Yeur oo AFaraena aur Fel grioral #1 3T
g1 M galcpse vamrd &1 I o H, F A H AR 3o A &7 S gawr
Tad=d & S ®a, Forer, faue 3nfe Rl off AR & wal ey 8 & o &R
T 37 3R 36T @ off 397 ¢ aur def 3R et & qeuad A @ gffey B
$H UPN SEA A W IR FW Yhfd T JU R §T ITa AFSoT o g
T fohar o1 & Hg oler, A 31ey 3R WA #4191 7 STed g 3R wardq
eTFd TG®T HI H e Al g1 TH AT A TGF H T H AT o
U AT T I FOR UG HG FN FAT 3o o9l A fwer & fow oa &l

Sﬂmﬁaﬁgﬁuﬁaﬁqsﬁl & ST P HAG & ALTH & Harael AT FST &
IR # §d T o1

" @G ol & HETA S AT djed He o Yol gl 3o Hell didde e

Tk ICTURT aIFed I AT FHS HT F 3T of F&AT| I & WA e, RA



Ug, WA §EA AR WA JU:TaET §| T & 78R §, 3cqFd g, Tolldel §, WA ool
g, WA gU ¢ IR WA ¥ gl &adl, ¢ AR #Isy fhdr v o 31 AT
WIHHAT T8 dFed I HJST AT T 3o HT AT A8 T Al St He Afd
AT 3o g &l HJST Seld 8, I A g1 Sl HAJST o HeleAT JHaR A
HIST CEUNY ATl T FoT oM el A & 3N ST §oT TR & ATeAT A1 dcq &
feg Tl #gl doiedl YeHAT $91dleT 1 gl Ugaleldd, d THAT Yhfd & Jercd
gl S 3T Ieqer ThReury 3R AT &1 3T el arel $9TaTel T 3UHATT Il
g, dg 3¥Ad AIAS o H UsSar gl

ATCAT HTAaTel, 31hdT, @1ell, 3eed, 3SlAT & &, 39 8 WHACHT FeAT gan
Ad g8 gite oo & Srensit & g7 el TaH Gehid H Fhansd i guw &7 4
el el Tehe gld & i g oleT 3o 8 Heeeor Siig & od gl

HIATe] FI ATAT R AT el gidll I 39er 3T & & Jhe gld g 3R
TIdeadfdeh HAcEd, HooU, g G HaarR od §1 S 3 & o
A Bl § 3 o & R & AT gId 81 Iegd WR 3T & AT gIeT &,
9 YA I P Xk e B &1 e Tg g3 T @ gl o gia &
TG Bl SIedH ofd § U7 Tehideh NTAT gl &1 e ald §, W HIrale] Taeor
8, TqAAT A ITAR o 8 3R gl off 37 dr reaeqdr & He w8l

TRATCHT fHe(or & § 3T & HIOT FawT H AT RAHT T gred FAT T FATOT
1 Sl 3 & HIUT TIET I AL FASC dl & He AW Sd g1 Ghfa gRaci=reier
g, Sl 31ST & ol 16T glom, Sed emRad § o o el gew uRadeeler gepfa
A TRl gol # Wi &1 38 SEA @ #iFd AT AGT ¢ AeT, el 38 e
TETRe TATABT &I e afgu| ag 39er AT W HIg AT AT ol g,
96 WACAT ¥ A6al § foh 98 38 & Ul & #R dgeT Y 3R 38 @ vereT A
Y e & HE1AIeT o HG Asq T YT fhar g

M Hate & AEIA F ;T GIN A &l REA A9l Iy 9T AT 3797
TIXT I qUA HTeT & F1G, HolA & T&T &g @ & [ 38 & U N 3w Ao
Y HS Yhid & @RI H WA &1 A O 30 HHAB gt S 3mem @d
g, Uhid H 3H TaHA HHAT Sod qEl d PEhRT UGl TEd gl G H 3T §H




3 o @ A § S aEl @ 3R d€ § e 3 @ fade 39 & o, Alg,
FH H A5 g Sar § 3R g8 N 3uelr STort & Way gd & 39 & o
AR #erare 3R QAT Siig H HI$ AT AT Wlll TH HT [GT 3R FHS0T Ay
A G A W M FErROT HsT § A A A9 T & o ol
HAAT| Tg FereT st § 3 1A= a9 & Oy THATCHT T #Slleh Sold &, 3o7 i
fHer #ta & 3R 39 & aRad T@ET F AG THST U F, 3T T N3t &
HETGIOT FST &Y el AT &

IdgR H J9 §9 o Ig HsT for fF WRATcAT 3regerd, 3rhdr 3R 3mefear & 3R
AT AT ghfd #Ic &, safdT & - FROT & eyl d S $& gAR Ay
8 T & a8 @@ # gAR & & IR Hiwar g F e AT Fower ¥ H A
UTATCHT T IS GEIET 161 gl foh] &H 3l & 9, a9, I+, &l AT Yol
A §U, 38 T 9 H AT & & % 98 §AN & A g, §AR FeC fA@er g,
AR g<al AT ATET T HIH o9ET & HAAT 3R 3rafed & N arar T oo Sy
AT F T A A F [T A FA gT, T F A0 q@t F B e
?, g I AY FEAT AT | SN AT HEW I/ & R, AR 5/ SAeH A AT
R 3 aTel Sod H, 39 & of I WRATCHT Dl G AT, AT 3T T 3AEL
ywﬁﬁﬁwmﬂﬁ@?ﬁww%lsﬂﬁvwéaﬂ?mﬁmm
WAICAT & 3adR HT Y 767 FAS 910 3R 38 A1 8 TUROT AT AT S
FASA §| T8 GATCHT S 3l a31 Jioe & Haleled 379 AT iR gafa @
AT &, 98 3HeAd AR 3AA &, 39 I3GdR o F HS AgT b Gohdll 38 a1 &
Ul Hehd § ST 38 TE1Y, HHT, AT 3R SAH F AW HT AT, 9H7 3T
faeara & @y TRor ad § 4R 39 & ufa gAdd g

AT 37ATAT BlAT DI THTAT Al §, TALAT g § b 3 & 90 W W AR
& Y ST AR T T 3eie T a0, Jhid & &Ifoen gt @1 3R erEr|
T S Tl o) AT WA §, HoloTehlcled X &, HEad Fad g o1 o9 a1
¥ & A gH 30 AT A FEN ST dF g 3G AT Agr, Hed iR
fAfeearas & @ & gl AR FH quT FA o gl IS 9T @ gerer AR e
I A A GU 3 & gl q Ak =igar ot g HYAT & g




S IRATCHT Y 3o & HIUT Tq&Y H g Ggulel IId 3o & HITalel 3HE AT qard
g, Jed ¢l
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Argrem AFHATON AgAET T |
el AT gfa At Ban)

"moghasa mogha- karmano,
mogha- jiiana vicetasah.. |
raksasim asurim caiva,

prakrtim mohinim $ritah"..| |

ATy

T ATsg w3 o Ol gt arell 3mem A, w3 & qOT gl arel shaAf F IR el 7
Waﬁrmﬁrmﬁﬁmmﬁmﬁr@ﬁﬁmﬁmaﬁﬁmqﬁﬁm
e g AT &9 & el gid 3R g Fasrd uRor v @ E1(2)

Meaning:

With useless desires, useless actions and useless knowledge, the

unintelligent take refuge in delusory, devilish and evil nature.
Explanation:

After following this chapter so far, we may wonder why has Shri Krishna
spent so much time in addressing our erroneous notion of Ishvara? He has
done so because erroneous knowledge is the start of a chain of
consequences that can either uplift or ruin our life, not just from a spiritual

but also material perspective. He illustrates that chain in this shloka.



Krishna said that there are some people who are very clear who have
diagnosed the problem, and they are taking to the right course, but there
are many other people who are still groping in darkness. They do not know
what exactly they want. They think that this is the goal for some time; and
acquire it; and they find that they do not get what they wanted. And then
the replaced the goal with another one; again, acquired and no satisfaction;
so these people are confused people, Krishna talked about the confused

people; unlucky and unfortunate ones.

These confused people Krishna says they have wrong knowledge, wrong
desire, wrong effort and therefore wrong result. Those people who do not
have viveka sakti; whose satva guna is overpowered; they are called
vicetasah; avivekinah. And the problem is we are all avivekis, indiscriminate
people; knowing this alone, the scriptures have come to assist us; but
because of our intellectual arrogance; neither we will know by ourselves; nor

we will expose ourselves to the teaching of the scriptures.

They all have wrong understanding and expectations; and what are the
wrong expectations; everything impermanent is mistaken as permanent; they
think power is permanent; position is permanent; people around will be

permanent; above all, money think permanent.

Therefore, Krishna says their actions will be kama pradhana actions; or
krodhah pradhana actions; either their actions are born out of attachment; or
their actions are born out of hatred; so raksasim and asurim; the difference

is: one is ragah, pradhana; another is dvesah pradhana.

Consider a child born into a family that gives utmost important to the
acquisition of money but does not emphasize the ethical means of doing so.
Such an erroneous knowledge starts a chain of consequences. The child
always desires money, and all his actions are directed towards the pursuit of

money.



Shri Krishna calls these useless desires and useless actions. All of these
eventually lead to increasingly worse character traits in the child. He can
undertake delusory actions (gambling), evil actions (stealing) or worse yet,
devilish actions (murder), all because of the wrong notion that acquisition of

money is paramount.

Broadly, if we start with the erroneous notion that our body and mind is
everything and that Ishvara is a distant finite entity, all our desires and
actions will be directed towards ensuring that our body can live comfortably.
We will continue to make external adjustments such as moving to a new
city or changing jobs in search of comfort and security, to continually
appease our body and mind, and to gain freedom from sorrow. Since we
have not acquired the knowledge of our true nature and Ishvara’s true
natures, we will never understand that Ishvara is our ultimate source of

security and the ultimate freedom from sorrow.

So we have seen that erroneous knowledge about Ishvara can lead to
ultimate ruin. Who then, are those people that, having had the correct
knowledge, develop the right type of relationhip with Ishvara? This is taken

up next.

1 &y waa 1

T elleh H 3TN HSUT T Hehel 3oT ol I TP & ToleT T 3MRIT, el vaA
AT 3gcllch H & g@El i 9t W g1 3 & T qeT § SN 3fead MR g1 e
ET,HTEHWWI?WWW@W%HWETQW 35d 8 eTaTe
HY Ale, FIA &, fod &1 geard oy d, T gaa, 1 3R RF s Fa &
dI¢, TTeT Y & HIET & AfeY a1 o A &ar T 87 X IuR- <gaa 59
#H Gag HT A TEET deol A YUIAT: o vaH T & 4o & AU SR A
gl A H arEt| FIA A fhcar off 33130, g7 X 39 deaR 7 37 o S g
a%’am?f'grtfﬂﬁaasw aEdT § T I§ sfogd IR §OR AT §, 38 Fl e
AT 1 98 3 IWT BT & T AT F gaaa ol ;1 §, A § AR oA A




WA "UCE FT& THIT FAR" I AT a§ q@ F G WaT ¢l IR TS q&
T 8, ar IY, R, FER AR AT gEa-uca w1 T8 3mgd vgfa i v @
I w1 AR ¢, Se R afaat § sewaer & afaRea 7o ot adn W@ g
Shta &t |« 3meane, A dR AT TF gar &1 T F FT ”Waa §, WRACAT
fRide e AR 38 @ e, fheqg & ol diad § 3T & 3 iR S
FET, JT TII AT, A T 3R AT FAd BTA AT T "R T9H

THR AT EH Arad § 6 61 & 3 R A9 $o o W YT g S 3T
Gl S| fohed STe e WATCAT &l Tdel o g1 of v & @ §ohd &1 ReledA &
faelieT gl & WA & AT [Kdad & AT g, foar ”ias & 31 & 8§ 3584,
HIHFAT 3R IMAFT AT & FAI Fod IR AT F 380 & SO g S g1 gA
aEr & T

RATCHT T FETEIVT HIST FHS I TAER oA dlel oI G gl T § Fifeh
3 AR - ST &1 3MATT, FIHATC T & W T HIHAT hiaddrel iR AgwaAr
- 2] FH HA aTe g § Fifeh 3Tk AR S o AdAgraTe HA Y ST §
d A9 A9 ecRIcHRT HIATe Dl 36 el o HROT [TShel & I &1 Sy
3 AgHAT gid g1 3a% Afalked I AgaAE! - Fsha Aare gia g, 31U 3
A s & g &1 T 1 A aifeaw Y @ e vaw gfad gad T8
gIaTl I fadar 37U faasdla Y §1a &1 9T 3 Alg 3cded Hlaarell Galcadlca
TETET 3R MG Thid T T TETE F R I F TGHG HT AT AT
g1 Sd &1 AT Ig T drst, wisy, T3, @3, qEl & U o of Scdrie el
sieleiarel 3R a3 AT & ST g1 S o dhgel § 6 I 3G & T I ok
YRGS § Scaria| 3o & e off faf&icd AT Sdr g1 Ig ofler g@’l @ 3ifese
e, 3¢ PO Col, FALU FA IS A W F 3T FA &

goT FHATRS Ygfc & NN & @ AT BN SAfAd g@ R SR Tl &1 5T H
cgagR o Uad TaH A TaA o o HiEe gai de @ffd Ea § 5w &
HROT IEl, g, SISTS STeTsl, Wl TSN, AR e e & o7 &l 4 gl &1 Ig
RATCHT T FAT I AET AT, R JIT A [@UT, HF TGH 30 & JIT A Feor
T SIETEr SET AUN F A §, I BN HJST HT AN A F @ W A&, 3R, 5,
ST 3fE & arer AT F




Mar § HQAT & T IWPET HT Ig HAT T NAIT FHASAT 3 39T+ gl
HAIST &l Sod #el & o § Ifq O areis vgfd vad #Han & Sftar & o I8
39 Sfid & FERR gl AR JgF EPR af 38§ AR A AT drelr 91t &1 ¢am| afg
TEET ggid o1 gUEd d6a ol § ol $aX W g & o & o Hd,
HEICHT HETGES & &9 A Sod o X 30 H Gdfdld HAT g1 Th AN TaH
s FEaeh & T F §ART Facg § & g7 3uer NS = @@ far ¢ 3k
T oY WET Y THSY| G TSUSE UaH ARl hT Hgcdrehiall I 3T AT IR
AT 3H & AT | ST 3TaTel elleh H Hel &I a g7 &I fohe] ITeld FAT g
58 $1 1 Sel, SETY $TareT A FHT0T 3T & ollehl § §A FIA X @ &

St ArET fafgd #a 3eToher IRTEATT o ol 1 SToT & FhHATT Yaeh o
ST €, 3 & P 7 g § U Hehel dodTel el gl e ¥ feE gu
AT AEATART fohdal &1 YA Y, W e # I Tl 7 g7 Sdar| SRor &
HIST 30X GhIAATT § AEATATGd T, aleT 311G et o oy, o o 37 &aAf &r
3fE 3R Hed g IR 39 F G & M AT 3R Hed gl I 3T FAT F Bl
TEEY 3 3T et J off g S, ar Y 98T O 39T F R FTeHFE0E 37T &
qsam|

oot agd § aF 37 A T g9 FAAT ¥ & @ § wror & aneEe iR
aRacderelier aEqeh HHar g gl & - Ig IS e g1 §1 3R Fwh g @ o
ST, ar gg feaelr AgT 3ATq B SHT A g AT Hera of Y FEr g
ST & A 7 seer g § 3T S N 4§ Aw 8, 39 & @nr vy T I,
o, a9 3t sl #a 3wa g ¥ ardfg A witd e arer FE g1 37 At
& 3H Sed H IR A & qIg M (Weiehd) TR $ol g1 Al 3 S o
el fHerar & el & Ferar &1 safod 39 3 a9 7 =ad & ¢

3mET, Hew, favare 3R 9H & @Y i 3R fade @ AT B Oegyed
AET TGHA T gl & v o1 IR 90T & STEY T AT 376H, HIHAT, 3afEd,
A TaH Uihiceh Hlfcaeh- sl Tad dHET Ygiad &1 A6 @il &ar g1 5| &
dHE TeA IPY FIfAA @ IHY B g1 A FROT g, AAAd G IF, S




STITE UTS-ahiclel, Jaeel UaH & U3 & Igd ol 3Gl vtad drad ygiadi TeA
oTeY gl ?

Siefel AT FET § b QMMicger =T, dg 3R AT & AT 3R 37 A fadwer g
H oA # FIS HA A AT | TAUT Yehis AR AT, 3H o T&GI TJdl, 915G Hr
AT {1, Tohe] TH T T8 AT 8 ATl T [T 301 IEH & HROT Xl AT
3T o S ue-foW AT gee vadH T yafd & ollel & W el |
HEcAIhIET & HRUT TS o] AGTHRA H DRa T T 34T &7 36807 gl

agR A sifas shaa i F v e, seo1 3R +4 ¥ =afFa shaa Sar g1
AT WA JEdHl § ST Thel AR Fleor F TGHRIT 1T 8, 9 SNIAFT 3UTSHeT FT
A Bl R aer T F SN, A F 9T @ AR R FAf § TS &
ATEET FT AT 4@V, A< 3R ARfearaa & urea gar §1 F9RE a9 § 3c0ea
gTol & o uIed gaT § a8 TR a@ § 3 sl FRor wer 3k q@w, w1 3k
Y AT F N AT § 3R g7 3w Aaw afFd ot @ wor &1 7 Fwor
& I g7 wmewfons qEa F1 Jed W AR IF W9 FT HewaT F AT @
gAY Rdwer@Fa wdr wa

fdw afFa & some & uefaw s sifs saer sifar oear ¥ sic oot @
HEPR SA+H odl § 3R g 3 :1 3= 3R A gasrar § 3k R o
ITEAfeRF AW F 74 FAFT FT AT aF FaT a1 ¢ A7 T g gar i amqfet
F T #xar &1 7@ Az saew §1 W F Fnor wER A RE, qeedR, o
Fare, aifds rufeaw afy F=A ad 81 Ia: @@ 7 3R TR Tgua @ &
a8 Ru s ar gEer fr feem sl sk Wl A el FIfF 92 @ F A W
AN FY FHSTAT Y FfST &l A FT AT FT HT TN § F FToH & W IS
F, A F, T2 Yo7 FA 3R 3F aret HRFH WS FQ@ G A W TR
S| & &1 A AR Fhcen sht smeafons @, 9F @iaRe & @ ¥, FwfeT 9
Saet gofa & @ 3 g@ & sydla g J1ar g1 #7qsy A & S A F 59
& falea F§ F1F A gl

3T §H $19TATeT Y ATTel dTell & SR & Yed &l
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HeTeATrE] A a1 &t ypfamfar: |
Helec g AT FAlcal AT |l

"mahatmanas tu mar partha,
daivim prakrtim asritah.. |
bhajanty ananya- manaso,

jiatva bhatadim avyayam"..1|

TaTe:

g JUGT! Hg § AFT §U FAGTIEY Sl TAHT H GROT Hh AL WOT JEUT HA
g 3R Ao @l ShareAnit & 3 e eI @ AST Jfaemel @
THIOT A &1 (23)

Meaning:

But noble individuals take refuge in my divine nature, O Paartha. Knowing
me as the imperishable source of all beings, they worship me single-

mindedly.
Explanation:

Shree Krishna’s style of discourse is that He drives the point home by
making starkly contrasting comparisons. After describing the ways of the
deluded and confused, He now talks about the great souls. Material life is
a prolonged dream, which is being experienced by the souls who are
sleeping under the sway of the material energy. In contrast, the great souls
are those who have woken up from their ignorance and brushed aside
material consciousness like a bad dream. Released from the grips of the
material energy, Maya, they are now under the shelter of the divine
Yogmaya energy. Such enlightened souls have woken up to the spiritual

reality of their eternal relationship with God.



Shri Krishna now begins to describe those individuals who have understood
the true, divine nature of Ishvara. These “mahaatmaas” or noble individuals
treat Ishvara as their one and only one refuge, and worship him with
unwavering devotion. With a view to instruct us in the ways of such noble

individuals, Shri Krishna devotes the next few shlokas to this topic.

The word “aashritaha” or refuge is key to understanding this shloka. What
does this word mean? It is how we answer the question “when | am in
trouble, what do | turn to?”. Most of us have various sources of refuge. For
some, it is their ancestral inheritance. For some, it is their academic
qualifications. For some, it is their family. Whenever we are in trouble, we

pursue those avenues for comfort and security.

However, the mahaatmaas or noble individuals do not look to any of these
sources for refuge. They have understood one simple fact: anything that can
change over time is under the control of Prakriti. Prakriti, the realm of name
and form, is every changing and can never be relied upon for support all
the time. We ourselves would have encountered several instances where
money or family did not help someone in their time of need. The noble
individuals know that there is only one true refuge that is universal and

unchanging: it is Ishvara.

Knowing this, what do the noble individuals do? They are “ananya
manasaha”, they are singularly devoted to Ishvara. Even though they may
be tempted by Prakriti’'s play and dazzle of name and form, they know that
ultimately every source of joy that it gives, turns into sorrow eventually.
Furthermore, their devotion for Ishvara is not for the attainment for anything

else. It is solely for the attainment of Ishvara.

In this verse, Shree Krishna mentions that great souls take shelter of the
divine energy of God. The reason is that divine grace, knowledge, love,

etc. are all God’s divine energies, and are all subservient to the divine



Yogmaya energy, which is Radha. Hence, by the grace of Yogmaya, one
receives the love, knowledge, and grace of God. Great souls, who receive
divine grace, become endowed with divine love, and engage in uninterrupted

devotion toward God.

Just as God has both aspects to His personality—the formless and the
personal form—His Yogmaya energy also possesses both aspects. It is a
formless energy, but it also manifests in the personal form as Radha, Sita,
Durga, Lakshmi, Kali, Parvati, etc. All these divine personalities are
manifestations of the divine energy of God, and they are all non-different
from each other, just as Krishna, Ram, Shiv, Narayan, etc. are non-different

forms of the one God.

Unlike these noble individuals, most of us still rush into Prakriti for joy,
comfort, security and support. But Prakriti teaches us a lesson over our
lifetime when we repeatedly seek joy which turns into sorrow. How do the
noble individuals remain focused in Ishvara while living in the world of

Prakriti? We shall see next.
1 & gaar 1

7@ @ H e TaA Al wgfd & aAfae o & ade & ae derarT A
FSUT 3o AR & IR A I § o S Sadr3 i & o7 AT o @ HeAT 1 TR
IR 38| Sop oAl YHfd ¥ FFYeeT oleT Farm a=r gl &dr yepfa 3R gl yafa
S EH 3o § A T

SH YR o W7 AA, &, HeHl, e, 3aRdl e Heaoil ¥ Howal gl § TaH
$H GHET hid & gl HT FRH quaﬁfmdagﬁrsﬂa:yﬁm%ﬁwaﬁ
HAd Tl FE ol A IAARNT FEEY T Hg ol § FAT A& FASA AN A
Ieled TAET P Ygdled X T Hold §1 FgT 97T FSUT 30 AR TTET H
g&he F @ ol




o9 SNa 39er 3 TR & FEEY A ST A §, 3H K A SO § A
FHTC & ST g1 39 & Siidel FHIAAT, JEfad 3R 38H & W g oar g, &5
& HROT 3H & HH endde & AU gl HId Bl & Heel 0T FT Gigsa gt
T 98 WHTCHT & RUT A IIT ST § TIH 39 & Afed A9 & @ J1ar gl

WRATCHT Fgd § H FEqET wifordt #r e § 3R Jifaenh g1 acd & R @ER
3cUee Sl G AT, 3§ FAY H A A7 AR T FAR AT g SN 39 qHI H o
A wem - @ A IAf3eled €l 3eled SEAUS, 3eled oA, Heled
TYTESTSIH Gofl AT ¥ 3cUe+ 8ld &, A H & BT W §, A g@nr & uiferd
B 8§ IR M A N g1 § e & I 1 A [AfGRR @ § 3 WA
wefl fopf>aeaArT off el 81 3Tl A & 3Hefod Foedr Yo7 g off A H
fpaeara o &t a7gt 3T FAifR H T &7 37T N g1 ST Aot a7 A
3AfE 3R 3Ty I T §, @ 39T AT A AT & oA A gl

SEH U Fa®T ey § o o | F Ghfa & Tuer @ §, 9% ¥ w69 H
#fr gehe gIar g1 AT AR & Sedr ¢ b ogad & [Affiea T@war # Johe
ITFd FEA TS & §, R a8 TH @ A1 7 A1 NG A7 AT AT FEAR AT o
AT WURT ST I G| AT aF T A Hg 6T AT I §C, FEH F T
qFd TIRT H 3T HeqaFd Sed Pl & ¢@dl IR Har g1 FOAR & &7 & A
W S T, 3EH 3R o & HROT G I oSS TUEHIAT I IRAHT A e
3 TRt #F aify Her X f &, 95 39 T F A= AR sifawae & ¥
foh ST ==t 3R FeTeaT 8, a8 frdll & &1 g At 2w

3T gy # oA 3R QT A AR S Fouel & 7T T gl F serae A
PSUT AT QROT H AT &l SIS 36 Fey o A€ YE g3 N A B oFcg o
€T §S| FETcAT AT Tl off TRl off I Y Xl W I & RATCAT HT T S §
Fifeh 306 THS A 37T & S o g1 W@ & A1 S o gl &, 9% Whfa @ R g,
g AT A ) sofer 3 e o a7 = T 3k [fdca g9 @ smee
T A, U qOT GEICT W, wad A AR R gU R & IR 3@ F e A1
AR & IS TAT AT JTHIET 6T T | TET 3T & 37T I 9T HHAST ©
gl




&y gFafd Ui T Hegd AT H ST I §, Tg 0T B UROT el dlell
el off AN wEr 8 Hehar Fifeh 0T YT H FUT A wred BT 1 A Tl &
Wﬁ?&gﬁfﬂﬁ%yﬁaﬁﬁ?@rﬁwﬁddld 399, Suich &TéT &1 St o1 Ioif
H A GENY & GaRT 3UISTd AT § U Farslideh o A 9 oA
U AT §, 38R §oF 0N T AHAT & &1 Ig AHAT & arecda & grofr
gibclalel 3T §, S aS¢ glel arell g1 &dl §ove 0T Iie arEdr Joi & I gl
SR & &l |eve w1gr gielm|

S YRR TROT & WACHT o 3ol 8Td T quld fhar g 31aTd seer, 94,
faeare 3 qUT FAYCT & Ay EROT g7l G MR, SYaeN AT 3T fohar o
1 ST @ 8 e TROT g H Il | TG @, HITAe o 37oel &l 3T
TET gl AT fF A ged A URUT X & I H|

gl c¥agReh TRehIoT & gH FASE ey fh g/ afe Agady a1 $ARER § a
g Thdll A 15 Wi, 30 T T el A1 3T HT YA HA H 3 3fEHR
oTET B 379el U I $ET N ST HAS Y, 3w § wlaeae ar gsar fe, fond
o1 IO & o H AT P e | A TRy A1 Fuichy =11, Tl Sfig wRATCAT H:
g Ta%y ¢ 3R e 31T T W AT HUT § AT o g7 AT & o T§ 3T A o
9T &1 Hehdl %Isﬁwmaﬁsﬁ@m%—wmﬁ,m,mﬁ
e & AT ATl HAT AT & G KL o St HF9e 0T e B

A&7 37YAT GATCHT T ROT A Siled 1 Y RS T w6 g1 e o1 7 of
TFd 3 ST Afd AUR, Tda@, TaT IR Siiaed & T3 38T 7 I§ Fohdl
gl 3Teg #eFd 3R gl Ty o gl §1 ¥ & W & v dem A @s
Bfter, 3 #T Aded T F Uoelidal AT AR AT I Flel dlell Slarey,
gehlel, SOOI &5 T AT g TohdT & dg SAfod Sl WHATCHAT HI ROT H 7
T ASHIH HH AT HAT 8,39 & S dleh HedIvT & g Sid gl S Joardr @
Y 8T TaTd 3R ooy & Shaet Il ar §, g8 3y gid A ) fell &1 3@ &
FRT AT fhAT A UgTTS A ST § 3 A 3T & AT, GHATCHT & Ifa gHIT
IR 39 & [y ik [fdca g9 O gga=T S|

HSTeT HLaTell T JUIT Ugal & dIc 3P A% Holel I YhR Uod gl
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Add Fdd=dl AT Idead Toddr: |
ARG+ AT HFcAT fAcagFar 3uraa |l

"satatam kirtayanto mam,

yatanta$ ca drdha- vratah..|
namasyantas ca mam bhakty3,

nitya- yukta upasate"..||

ATy

T AQGIYEY T3-Hohed ¥ Yl Ieh ek A A AR ARAT & IORNA
g, 3R Feg AN HfFT A R g A TR-IR oA A §T AJ I R ¢
(2%)

Meaning:

Always glorifying me with resolute effort, and venerating me devotedly, they

are constantly engaged in my worship.
Explanation:

Shri Krishna begins to enumerate the qualities of those noble individuals that
have gained knowledge of Ishvara’s infinite nature. We should try to bring as
many qualities as we can into our lives, and not think that they are only for

some select extraordinary people.

Firstly, Shri Krishna says that these noble individuals perform “keertan” and

‘bhajan”. Typically, we tend to think of keertan means

singing glories of the Names, Forms, Qualities, Pastimes, Abodes, and

Associates of God is called kirtan generally in front of a deity. But here,



the meaning is deeper. Keertan here means the three step process of
hearing scriptures (shravanam), resolving doubts (mananam) and internalizing
the knowledge (nidhidhyaasanam). It is only through this process that the

true nature of Ishvara is understood.

It is also imperative to perform keertan as frequently as possible. As we
have seen so far, Prakriti needs no help in order to ensnare us daily with
the temptation of name and form. Also, Prakriti is not just responsible for
visible objects but also thoughts, feelings, emotions and memories that can
lead to straying away from Ishvara. Repeated keertan is the only way to
guard against such distractions. The mind is as restless as the wind, and
naturally wanders from thought to thought. Hearing and chanting engage
the knowledge senses in the divine realm, which helps in repeatedly bringing

back the mind from its wanderings.

All the famous bhakti Saints—Soordas, Tulsidas, Meerabai, Guru Nanak,
Kabir, Tukaram, Ekanath, Narsi Mehta, Jayadev, Tyagaraja, and others—were
great poets. They composed numerous devotional songs, and through them,

they engaged in chanting, hearing, and remembering.

“The best process of devotion in the age of Satya was simple meditation
upon God. In the age of Treta, it was the performance of sacrifices for the
pleasure of God. In the age of Dwapar, worship of the deities was the

recommended process. In the present age of Kali, it is kirtan alone.”

Shri Krishna also emphasizes the power of “vrata” or resolution. Most
spiritual traditions encourage practices like fasting or abstaining from
pleasures during certain days. Observance of such vows strengthens our will
power so that we can use that inner strength towards fending off Prakriti.
Knowledge of Ishvara, without the will power to remain established in that
knowledge, will not work. If someone cannot even remain without food for a

day, it will be difficult for them to deal with the might of Prakriti.



Another aspect of the noble individuals is that they do “namaskaara” to
Ishvara, which means that they offer themselves to Ishvara. When things are
going well, it is easy to accept the will of Ishvara. However, many
individuals begin to lose faith in Ishvara when they go through a rough
period in their lives. True veneration happens when we realize that even the
rough period in our life happens for a reason that we will understand in the

course of time.

Broadly speaking, Shri Krishna wants the devotee to dedicate not just his
intellect but also his mind. Unless we engage with anything at an emotional
level, our pursuit will always be dry, academic and partial. It will be like a

PhD student who forgets what he learned right after he receives his degree.

So therefore, Shri Krishna says that individuals with these qualities are the
true devotees. They have understood the true method of “upanasanaa”, of
worshipping Ishvara. That is why they remain “nitya yukta” or always united
and connected with Ishvara, and also, Ishvara remains ever united with

them.

Next, Shri Krishna enumerates the different ways in which these noble

individuals worship Ishvara.
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AT ATed Foled! AHIE |
UHeds JYFeas aguT faRaaiEHl

"jiana-yajiiena capy anye,
yajanto mam upasate.. |
ekatvena prthaktvena,

bahudha visvato- mukham"..||

Tare:

P AT A & IeqRMeled GaRT I Feh, FS HAIST TS Th g dcd SeAag,
$O HIST HF-3T ded Setag, 3o faftet @ fRad &9 @ M faeg w@wy
& & gET A Bl (29)

Meaning:

Others, offering the sacrifice of knowledge, worship me with oneness,

separateness and also multifaceted diversity.



Explanation:

Shri Krishna radically defines our notion of Ishvara worship in this shloka.
He says that recaling and remembering the infinite nature of Ishvara
throughout our lives is a form of worship called jnyaana yaganya or the
sacrifice of knowledge. Unlike most forms of worship, we can perform it
without any effort anytime, anywhere. All we have to do is to learn to see

Ishvara in everything.

Those who follow the path of jAiana- yog consider themselves to be non-
different from God. They contemplate deeply on sutras such as: so ’ham (I
am That), shivo ’ham (I am Shiv), etc. Their ultimate goal is to attain
realization of the Supreme Entity as the undifferentiated Brahman, which
possesses the attributes of eternality, knowledge, and bliss, but is devoid of
forms, qualities, virtues, and pastimes. Shree Krishna says that such jhana
yogis also worship Him, but in His formless all-pervading aspect. In
contrast, there are varieties of ashtang yogis etc. who see themselves as

distinct from God and relate to Him accordingly.

There are several spiritual traditions that have somewhat differing notions of
Ishvara’s nature. The tradition of Adi Shankaracharya, which this book tries
to follow closely, views the jeeva and Ishvara as one. Acharya Ramanuja’s
tradition views jeeva as a part of Ishvara. Acharya Madhva’s tradition views
the jeeva and Ishvara as separate entities. Shri Krishna enumerates all of
these viewpoints in this shloka, then reconciles all three by saying that all

are equally valid as sacrifices of knowledge.

Regardless of the tradition followed, Shri Krishna urges us to continuously
perform the sacrifice of knowledge so that we weaken our individuality while
strengthening our faith in Ishvara. When we see more Ishvara in everything

and everyone, our likes and dislikes start thinning down as well. We also



begin to realize that all our joys and sorrows are tied to our actions, and so

we begin to treat everything as a “prasaada” or Ishvara’s gift.

Still others worship the manifest universe as God. In Vedic philosophy, this
is called vishwaroop upasana (worship of the cosmic form of God). In
western philosophy, it is called “Pantheism” from the Greek words pan (all)
and theos (God). The most famous exponent of this philosophy has been
Spinoza. Since the world is a part of God, keeping a divine sentiment
toward it is not wrong, but it is incomplete. Such devotees do not have
knowledge of the other aspects of the Supreme Divine Entity, such as
Brahman (God’s undifferentiated all-pervading manifestation), Paramatma (the
Supreme Soul seated in everyone’s hearts), and Bhagavan (the personal

form of God).

Shri Krishna now begins to give us pointers on where and how to see

Ishvara.
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IE FANE TT: TAUGHGATIYH |
FASEAEAASIHEATINE gt |l

"aham kratur aham yajiah,

svadhaham aham ausadham..|
mantro 'ham aham evajyam,

aham agnir aharm hutam"..11|

ATy

g 3ol # & Aftw FARUS F R aren §, H & T g, A & OR A D
S arell T, A g T AN, AT AT AT gag A
33T § 3R H & gad H & ST arely 3gfa €1 (28)

Meaning:

| am the vedic ritual, | am the sacrifice, | am the oblation, | am the herb, |

am the chant, | am the butter, | am the fire and | am the act of offering.
Explanation:

Shri Krishna begins to enumerate several opportunities to see Ishvara in our
life. It is not enough to consider Ishvara as a finite resident in a picture or
an idol. We should be able to incorporate Ishvara in all aspects of our lives.
In this shloka, Shri Krishna emphasizes work as a connection to Ishvara by

saying that Ishvara is present within all aspects of action.



In these verses, Shree Krishna gives a glimpse into the various aspects of
His infinite personality. Kratu means yajia (sacrifice), such as agnihotra
yajias mentioned in the Vedas. It also refers to the yajhas, such as
vaishva deva that are described in the Smriti scriptures. Aushadham refers

to the potency in medicinal herbs.

During the time of the Mahabharata war, Vedic rituals were a part and
parcel of life and were well understood by all. To that end, Shri Krishna
asks Arjuna to view Ishvara in each and every aspect of the vedic ritual.
Since such rituals comprise herbs, butter, chanting, fire, and offering of
oblations, Shri Krishna says that Ishvara is present in all of them. Arjuna
would have had no trouble in ensuring that Ishvara was ever present in

such a ritual after he heard this shloka.

We, however, lack exposure to such rituals, and therefore we adapt this
shloka towards any action that we perform daily. For example, if we are
cooking a meal for our family, we can see Ishvara in the cooking flame, in
the spices, in the vegetables, in the oil, in the knife and so on. Or if we
spend a lot of time creating documents on the computer, then we can try to
see Ishvara in the laptop, the mouse, the word document, the browser and

SO on.

Shri Krishna, by redefining action as worship of Ishvara, does not demarcate
when and who can worship Ishvara. Sant Kabirdas was a cobbler and
Arjuna was a warrior. But both of them could access Ishvara without leaving
their respective professions. We have the opportunity to do the very same

thing. It is our attitude while performing our work which is most important.

Further means to access Ishvara are provided next.

1l &y gaftam 11
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dTell 3ol TGUT HEAT &1 3ol o JgI 3UC H AT 3T § b 30k T |
aﬁmﬁﬁélsﬂmﬁﬂﬁd{d\Qﬂ%ﬁﬁchkd M,H%rﬁmgﬁréﬂ"m
H 31T fohar S arerm & (3594A), 319, HF H 3TaiRd A« 3R gad fohar I
qa fafayr &7 & reAT &1 & APeAlFT §1 ST T @ iR IMEOT FAD S
g, a9 ol favay & I8 e Thar ¢ & H Fusa g, # S §, H w0 g, A
o1 TS T THE § S|




Gl H eoTHA HIA H et YT H & T § AT Foll @ 38 gahr W
faffieer @fasr 3Rk o@or ek & 3MaRIHRdr & IFER R 3 3 & ied
YT 81 T e SRR & AT & Hareled e & Ig I &I i & &

A A Acd B NI, Hehed dfoleled, Y we'| U T wWieg werdt vd
Hogdlel Forted GifSesdh gedl @l e Td ay & ARGH § AT TER &
FedmoT & AT o7 earT fadRd #ar| far & o7 FAT & 77 § T R
gl I T Hehed 3 § $T A F AV I & faur @ g=1 & e Soft o H
TS & e & 41T 31ug afee, TaAT 37aTa aifFs vad 9o 3rea & &g
ghd gl difds g faftse 3qgead & frar =@ I51 §, dF g4 Fif3s 39Hor o
Uhs Hehdl ¢l q Usq AT Il dfder a1 & fod §1 gat fomar aur 36d wged
fafayr amAfat & ¥96 & garT 36 @l A AT T FAFIAT U9 HalcHSdT Hl

SIET AT IAT §| Al A FUT JUFcd { Tehed AT TaH TF FS RATCH &
g IF & ATEIH § 941 | ¢

Fl # g1 aEd: Hedl & TS Weh & T A F&d FMfeld A drell 3¢ & &
Sl RT S IR oF1dT 8, A &7 &1 a1 & g1 &g 3Ad T 99 # g, I
3l AT I o €1 Ie IR A Ay @Ry B ofd s A gw G
golel T &, 3T AT H T Aol ¥ Fellclal SEH H Jaer qT e g
Taem AT ey @ AR @ i fohar g3 3w, # € 3rfa I & defea
HEPRT I TderT AT, 3og o Y Soll ALY &of B HaQer &l fAes arelr sfwfer
HE AF O H AT 58 W7 fAgd & ST gl AT H | AT A @E F
Ieatel H @Y wm AN & &1 g4, AES vaA Igha o H g1 5w Ry
foar & g o arell a&q T AT gl of H g1 M & g A AT A
T3l ggfaar fellet e &1 gaeT 3 Faaol off 7 & €|

R TaH I3 & 3R @l §HA 3T TaH AET & IR & A Tehd g &7, §f9,
3wer @ Y gao foar ST o A fARise gefafd @ A &1 3TAror g 38 ®J
Fgal| 3o s, I+ INTeH fafr qa=arel ®ede, AHAE IR Jode - A At 9
g1 o fAgdmarare A=t i Fard g 8, 3 HAsi & HAC H HKIde Fed
g 99 & TR gfga = A 3 gt AT gia &, § §T A THIG Fedid gl




o8 & AFATARR ae 77 g1d §, 9 Ao I FEord &1 A el dg eTET &
& TR g

S g #Aged 31UTT HgIA S Sad & fov v Ja § 308 9 A8 &
o 18T §1 36 A Yogl oI, <erehl G, TR SFAT, 3Nl FHeal TaH el
I Teh Tl T IWAT| HET R R TE T Y & Siidel AT o e g, 34 &
fAgfar 87 SEered vaH MeATA, Ay UGH d9uT, Saci3l HT qold, Haae AT
A ggfd & SRl @ ¢ el TaH HTATY HhR UH 9 Tel §aiv A0 g
3T J9 Ig A 1T 30 g fF AT 91 & 37 99 & o F oy A& a7 fAeprer g
gl

WATCAT I Johe TIET H T & GdF AT H @I F & "H g F6 W
HEIfT Y @ § AT gdd § & AL Sia AT FE AT, IWT TaH W
Ypfd, TE FA, Hicdl, HROT, 30T, FAIT T FS a1 & T AT WA & &l
39eT 3eT T TG HIG AT ST PO &, S 8 W@ & T WACH & &l RACHT &
ST TA®T H TN, Sidel TaH T GaRT Tdelled el g TaI I SATelell gl

fdEaAed Serdl A ardr AdeAg: - 36 T, FEeEH e @l §aR
HT H & 3ol FAT § AN IRER AR AR H & T 8T AT g1 ey
#H Uar g1 39 TR A A9 R @ H & UROT AT § AR TER AT H A FS
faure serar 8, 3@ fauer & g arer o # g1 gafod # urar § | shat &
- 39 HAT & HTER T 5 A A, S-Sl R HT 3megerdar gsd g,
39 30 A # 30- 30 MR A YeT FRAren A H g A H FEel St
T AT g

wiforat & fodr st @afuR govfir oeg @, 9 ‘oifd’ Ta&9 # & g1 §aR A H
FYOT QT A aTell 'l AR TER 1 AMfolh ‘vo #H & €1 @9 T H AT R
8% e ¥ Searen @ell & g1 A & 3T g7 & T g T@ew ¥ Ay
fieaR X & & ®d 8, 3o 30 a9 & ‘Tar- T & & g1 5w & 3wy
forar Srar 8, g 'RoT AT WRumITdacHe H & g1 ST wRor wifora i fed
AT 'Gee, AT s o # g




Heen favard & 3TAR fohell Y 8l Fiatld WATCAT FT TG A - 3H & A1y
FEeY SISl S ol aredd # g ot T & 1Y & g ool A9 Adefar &
fra=arT 8t deg o1 g1l S A & aRT HJST TS &2, Fiel, I&], hiFd e
H Uh RACHAITT HT & STeTal g1 RATCHAS Farg gg@dl fhdl a&q, safed, g,
gRfEufa, fharsnfe &1 fhoaear off Tades Tar & & - 3@ & 39 &
fhaearT 87 Acg 8T giarl 0 & Herae fogT & 3o 4l & Uhe & | &
3T: I FT AR & A § - 30 A I fhueaArT ot @eg 7@ gl
Tqifgd| SROT fh Ig T WG F g Tohd ¢ I¢ Tcg ATYS I dEdideh ocd
¥, AfFd @ a5gd X &1 & IR FE BT H BAT ol g1 3 Jg 1 gedr
q AT of o SR & TP - FEH T Sl T ¢, Folol, A IR Al
H 3T §, 98 A9 had HITd & 8l

HATCAT & U TaeT & 3 3R Jfear O ded g1

1l g 3 ag adll 9.1611

|| a8 & §EA T I FT 95 HeI oI & 11 Mar [7Aaw 9.16 11

W§ed H 'THISE TgEATH TSR Tl 3¢ Hohed 3cdeed 8T &, d8 39 T &l
I TAFH g UIHERIT I AU § AR cdd I U &l O dEgndr & oS
fa aqur 3rerar SfeT T wioT § €y A T hr @A g AT g 8, S 39
T H gl X & HH AT &1 3 AT I H A IR efOsd St A AeAfas
Yeehell Tgl &1 AEG A A & TH A I H Fel q& S iRy
faashgerd geftr & Fererdr & & 1 AfFd g, A & 57 &1 I 9T § dU1 S

AN
T HIA Il TTATT &l

g I3iehd] SN SeAHa & 99 # A fads F AGHA & SR AT T 3T
& g A gdd T AT & &1 0 To7 37T 1 AT @ I &, 39 AT IA
A arell IotAT 3R TAf3fe =t &1 g g Jar &1 T J9 3cAsT &
STl & SNd Ay &l T 8, a8 8, AT 3R e refer 3rewr w7gh fewrs




ﬁlmaﬁﬁ*@ﬁ'&:mﬁﬁmﬁ$wwlwswwwmﬁ
Sl 9T 81 98 T $5 A & A1 AR 39 o 9% @9 $o A & €|

Il gR 3 ad aa Il &Y 9.16 11

Il shegsreragaiar Il 9.171

RaEaTr steral AT arar Ra#s: |
95 IfAFAITHR HFAH T9Xd T

"pitaham asya jagato,
mata dhata pitamahah..|
vedyam pavitram omkara,

rk sima yajur eva ca"..||

ATy

$H HFQUT SEAUS & # & gl dldlﬁmi,ﬁﬁrmwﬁa’r@rm
g # & Ao G arer §, # & 38 URoT e aren §, # & ufdd aa arer HidR
Teg W SAa AT §, A & Fede (FFqOT wide), FHde (WHca-AmE) 3R Iode
(Tt T fafa) g1 (3v)

Meaning:

| am the father, mother, support and grandfather of this universe. | am the

knowable, the purifier, the syllable Om, and the Rig, Saama and Yajur also.
Explanation:

Shri Krishna further elaborates on Ishvara’s infinite all- pervading nature by
asserting that he is the father, mother and grandfather of this universe. A
father's nature is to protect the child and to push it to grow. A mother
embodies the quality of nurture and impartiality, she will care for even the
most misbehaved child. A grandfather is extremely attached to his grandchild

and takes great pleasure in demonstrating affection towards the child,



whereas the father may sometimes not show affection openly. Shri Krishna
says that Ishvara treats every being in the universe like a caring family

would.

All these verses continue with the same topic i. e. visvaripa Isvarah. God is
everything. So He says | am mother; because the Lord is ardhanaresavara;
father also two-in-one; in that age itself; | am both father and mother, which
means | am the intelligent cause behind the creation and | am the very
material cause of the creation. | am the grandfather also; which means | do
not have a father who has created Me, | am the ultimate father; | am
fatherless father; which means | was never born; | am the causeless cause
of the creation. It is said that Lord Shiva, when asked for his great
grandfather's name, replied “Shiva”. There is no further cause of this

universe other than Ishvara.

Another pointer to Ishvara is “dhaata” or sustainer. As we have seen earlier,
it is Ishvara in his infinite nature that holds the universe together in a state
of harmony, where everything is in its place. | am dhata means the
dispenser, distributor of everything to the jivas; according to their karma
phalam. Anything that is to be given to a jiva, | decide. What type of body
you should get, male or female; animal or human, healthy or sick body; I
decide the body that you should have; and what is the longevity and during
the life, what all you should get? every one of you; not only human beings;

even every animal and insect what they should get, | alone determine.

Ishvara is also the three Vedas which are ultimate source of knowledge in
the universe, the only knowledge that needs to be known. Their essence is
captured in the syllable “Om”, which is considered the utmost purifier. "l am

the onkarah, the essence of all the védas, the crux of all the

vedas." In other words, once we see Ishvara in everything, everything

becomes pure. | have explained the three vedas before; rig veda is a veda in



which rik mantras are there; and rik mantra is a mantra which is a metrical
composition; which is in the form of poetry; poetic composition is rik mantra;
whereas yajur véda is a veda consisting of yajur mantra; and yajur mantra is
a mantra in prose form, So rik is padya rapam; yajur is gadya rapam; and
then sama means music; therefore sama véda is a véda in which sama
mantras are there; which means there are mantras, which is set of music;
they never say sama parayanam; they say sama ganam; yujur ganam, rik

gannam.

The next shloka contains a series of pointers to Ishvara which are

considered the foundation of bhakti or devotion.

1 & e 1

WACHT & 38 I & IR A ToHET AT ol d qd Heyl van favary @
Wﬁmmlmﬁﬁoﬁl’d TqH FS0T HT Hale Siid TaH sed & gade gl
HT: ST HFQUT §EA &I HehoU UG S § dl §eA 9 IR=g H H' &1 g2
Tehed 19 & T &l &1 H9Tae T@d dhed o $© AR ol 3 & aRd
TaET F & WATHT A od §, 37 & O s9rared F01 1 "H" Fgal IEH A
fawar &1 fohq S e B, forg & s, favam 3R 9e waACAT & @1y g, a8
WHAICHT & 8 AT F1 el AR g1 S faeaey & &9 & 3faRed 377 o
8§ TET, agr "H" ueg & IfARFd 3T Usg T 3UAT T FIS FH FT TohelT gl

ol YR & HeFd & AU RATCAT 3ederd AR faasy § of 98 &4 qgdmen o
Tehdll §, 38T &1 Ig el gl

SNa & HA I H, A, G, FU-gU AR ToA-Fcg 3 & Yer g &
gHIOY qd elleh H §AFA Al H WACHAT gl AfAT Iarm ar=m 3 Feeesl
TaH A & YT # gda gl

AT F$ IETSC, PR T aed g1 6 S wafed, Wy W M or Wa
gl I8 g & fav fF @ 3cAr SR & ¥ A WA WIEawy g, IRowT
SETIT & ATY 3T FFadl Y Tgi g2 ar g1 F Serq &1 Rarn, A, arar 3R




fame g1 &rar, A 3R ardr g et & 3T TE § % 98 S F whAT
$RUT g 3R 3TPT P SRUT Aal gl Ig d2T UIHg Uqsg T AT IAT g
gafor oeraret e § 6 # & woqul St 1 erdar 3 YRor S arerr, far
AT dreled T arell, AT AT 3cqeed e dlel Tan Odmg 3ra #o
3¢ gl

GTaT H1 Y YRUT FATT I T YAP QAT HI HROT gl gl Ig &
Tell @ HAUigen o § 3R Jere e arelll 38 & o0 @FaAr & gpid & A
gl 3 e & 1 @ o & Jelg d IR I G AT & fAU vehAr FRoT
geA & 1 98 o 93 Tl Shat & e arar § 3R Sha R vefa fr awed
foraratt &1 arar o &1 g Sha i geed fhard 3@ & garr & ardr g1 i
IS &7 ¢ T I8 g@ M WY & F? O S e % Fo o vl afe grar
g ol 99 & Afd F & Bl g1 THOT HJST &l GART TS A il gl
EIY

SEAT off gite & TIREr § 3R o WaAcar & Aff & 39 FAe & e gv,
saford e & wy garn @l g T8 Wase e &1 39 ag o § &
WRHATCHT HT HIg AT 18T §, I8 ARAT &

WATCHT g ey §1ggl Ay gof <o gl 41 § & Selel A9g vehAAd a&q
(dez) # €| 0 o1 T Tl TR H TREGR gl AT § AT 9 od & o
Sl o W, 3T q FT AT g1 ST g1 A & QO H1, FERE e
&1 AR AASHT q@l & Ied g Sl g1 Sgulr Sha & &7 & S & 39 g,
3 & Anizg ¥ fAshiffd Shad & SNl aedd & gq o & ey &
SRR § o] AT Sid #7d S UIed 8 I gl 30 50 ARG Tawy
HT WIETchN HAT 1 a6 WA [RUE g, Sl HJST & qUIdAT Hose T Hehell
g1aFqeT faea & JfASaleT JTcAT @I dal # PR & ganT Fidd fowar a3 g1 el
Teh g § GUF @el dldl AT AL &1 Ad-Aed giar § o8 qgfad o7 4
IR & 3R e dhed TN FEA et A PR e FTa®Y °IY F HT AT i
AR &, g off & &1 €1 39 3R & FaT & @A aT AR, 3HR R AR Tg
el 3eR el q WY I U &, F AR o A & g1 §A U Sfiae A




3fegeral el EAEATIHT & IR § Sard, FaoT 3R G| g1 il Haeansi
T SO HR AT (3qerd el arell) 5o el & BeeT gl =gy, aifeh
AT AT FEB A 3R ASSRT 3eaed @ e giar g1 g1 =l Jaeunst @
it 38 ovd I, S &1 A UROT Y g &, 3ufAve F ®A A qhF i
IJY FeT 1 31 IRT &I T Toh Usq & @RI dal & giad fhar amm § 9 s
g " 35" 3G AT g SATT TATCHT hgd & T e GaRT JAleled AT &ial
AR F & g1 #F & Fode, I9de, WG vaR T § IS g

QAT ST & dc & 3Y § A" GEJT: A G YPRM § S HJST-HA &
IRAA-TUT 3hR I ASC FX Sl g1 96 Rl AT a1 3HUE SR g
SHH ATA T & THATAT & TATYA gl dai H e (3N), ¢adT, SeAs, Ay,
SeTerer Tt fawat & wefa e owT U

®Ide FT 3Yde, Iofde 1 Uelde, THE HT Edde AR IYdde H FTUTcTAG
Y HAW: TR dal & 39de qdelv 0 §| dg & [qmer uR g ®ede, Isfde,
qHde AR 3rydde| HI-TEUf, Iof-waieRor, AFE-afalel 3N HUG-S13| Feh
U, Il: HT AHIET, WH HT HH, UG & 7T o FF1 SN g1 FooT H HUR W
THTE, IR, FIAART AR AL &I I g3

5 gR smeEAvT, &g 3R G H gfasl TEPR B9 & HROT TaH Yo H Th
ST HERR o gled & HRUT Fgl ST § 38 JhR FIde, Iolde UaHA HHdG H
UehdT o SIOT FAT 3R FAY &7 & 3199 A 37091 gl SATar &

WATCHT & FE&T 7 &R @ aviel 10, 11 wad 12 g & far o § g
el O SIS &Y FgI WATCHT TGIH HT Tohe SATAT o @ & Fiteh 3ol
IeU A Al FEeH H g AT FFY g & A ToH AR see d g, 3T
¥ anfersr Rear 3 I & 38 & @ waA @ I oI g1 AT T§ FEEeY
WHACHAT ¥ 8l @l Sl & YUeh 31 FATCT §iar ¢l §H Nl Suued @ & arder
L 3 B

cdAd Al T AT caAd aAd ST TW@T caAd|cadd faem gfaur caid aAg
{9 AT &g <all



3T WATHT Sfid H 39 TR & IR FIT Fed 6, Jed gl

Il gR 3 aa aa 11 9.1711

Il ST 3R RATAT F R Foay || Aar [{Aw 9.17 1

ST 7UTT AT & WATHT & 13 HFE §dIT T §| 3 37 YhR &l

5) aTfa- SNid UT9s TaH s U g

6) HdT TaH Tcoll- TAICHT Ifd TaH ST Teell §

7) EQTHAT TGH AdHh

8) Wil TaH H1ey - sEA el vaH Siig aneyg

9) YR UIH 33V - §A HTYUR UGH Shd (FER) 3T g

10) eRUT UGH RUY - §eH J&Th UaH Sfiq & - f9ar 98] dhr 0T 910 FFdr o7e
fAer Terd|

11) &7 @ gar
12) % oA sy
13) 3721 UgH 32 - Sid WRATCHT &7 & 3T gl

Mar & aftta e & T & Y Ig NG R & &Y g7 TAY AT H
Ued| IR FFaeer 373 g7 o W ¢l



qum%%wﬁWWWﬁfﬁﬁﬂmgﬂlW g 3 Sia
3eled: WHATCHT & TI®T AT 39T ¢, 5T & FRor ag it g, 3mwar vas anefr

gl 38 & Hel T WRACHT @ & 8, fhed HAT 8 F dhojed TaH HlFcdcd
AT ¥ g9 TPld @ U FFae" A ST g TE HA 3§ & HA-HROT &
fcued & &RUT 38 ®A ®T H &¥cd &l § AR I§ FToH-FIOT & TFhl A
B SATAT &1 AT 9 3 I GWHCHT & TT&T TaH FFaed I gdT &l ¢l

AT dX o) R & v off goeeer g ar g ar forder 31 BT g Jrar g
R TWATHT & RE RE & Y gl & dIaolg oiid & WA WAHAT § 38
ST €T STl ITE A o g ol WACH & 31T T g =g

Il gk 3 ad &@a Il 3w 9.17 |

Il shAgseracgaiar Il 9.18l

arfastat wo: wieh forar: eRoT e |
gHa: god: T A disasgam

"gatir bharta prabhuh saks;,
nivasah Saranam suhrt.. |
prabhavah pralayah sthanam,

nidhanam bijam avyayam"..1|

ATy

H & gt yrog gl arer RA-TI8 T { ﬁ?rmﬁww-‘:ﬁqwmwi, H &
aell 1 Tt g, H & @l & SN FAl A @A aren §, H & @l Hwr -
%'Img“,ﬁé’rmﬂaﬁrew-wﬁrg”,ﬁé’rmﬁﬁmaﬂﬁwaﬁwﬁaé,ifé’r
givT A Icheet A dTel § # g1 gite &1 HER el arell é # & gy a1 =2
YR g, A & TN A T A arelr g, IR A & |l v AN FROT g1 (2¢)

Meaning:



| am the outcome, nourisher, master, witness, abode, refuge and well-wisher.
| am the origin, dissolution, sustenance, repository and the imperishable

seed.
Explanation:

Shri Krishna gives 12 single-word pointers or indicators of Ishvara. These
are considered the foundation of many bhakti traditions. A more exhaustive
list is provided in the Vishnu Sahasranaama, the thousand names of Ishvara

as Lord Vishnu.

Since the soul is a tiny part of God, its every relationship is with Him.
However, in bodily consciousness, we look upon the relatives of the body as
our father, mother, beloved, child, and friend. We become attached to them
and repeatedly bring them to our mind, thereby getting further bound in the
material illusion. But none of these worldly relatives can give us the perfect
love that our soul yearns for. This is for two reasons. Firstly, these
relationships are temporary, and separation is unavoidable when either they
or we depart from the world. Secondly, even as long as they are alive, the
attachment is based on selfishness and so it fluctuates in direct proportion
to the extent by which self-interest is satisfied. @ Thus, the range and
intensity of worldly love varies from moment to moment, throughout the day.
“‘My wife is very nice...she is not so nice..she is ok...she is terrible,” this is
the extent of fluctuation of love in the drama of the world. He loves us
selflessly, for He only desires our eternal welfare. Thus, God alone is our

perfect relative, who is both eternal and selfless.

“‘Gatihi” means goal, destination or outcome. The karmaphaa, the fruit of our
action, leads us to our destination or goal. The actions are the means, and
the fruit of the actions is the goal. Shri Krishna says that Ishvara is the
highest goal that we can aspire to. “Bhartaa” is the controller and supporter

of the entire universe. It literally means someone who provides for his



family. Ishvara nourishes and takes care of all beings in this universe; hence
he is the provider of the universe. Since he is also the ultimate controller

and master, he is known as “Prabhuhu”.

When we are kids, we aspire to become like our parents. They provide for
us and also control our activities. They are our gatihi, bhartaa and prabhuhu.
But if they get too attached to us, they will continue planning our life even
when we become adults. That is why Ishvara remains an unattached

witness, or “saakshi”.

Furthermore, Ishvara is the “nivaasaha” or container of the universe. He is
‘sharanam”, the ultimate refuge when there is no one else left for us to turn
to. He is a well-wisher or “suhrita”, someone who does not expect anything
in return. Ishvara creates, dissolves and maintains the universe therefore he
is “prabhavaha”, “pralaya” and “sthaanam”. He is also “nidhaanam”, the

repository where all beings become unmanifest at the end of creation.

Finally, Ishvara is the seed that has created the universe. Unlike most seeds
that can only generate one plant, Ishvara continues to create the universe
infinitely, without modification. Hence, he is called the imperishable seed
“‘avyayam beejam”. It means everything from creation to operation and

operation to destruction.

1 &y we 1)

WHATCHT & eTFd AR 3T gl W 3T DS hd el ToheT g, 34T A0 & g7 o
qd # WACHT & wAws 7 [Affied a1 & q@r, adh 3R uree Fawa #F @)
SeH ¥ Fg I HAJST TEY g Wioldl &, 390 R § g foher & fadr, &,
1S, 98, AT 3nfe AT o A9y AT &1 39 & WATCHAT & 37U gl F 37 &7
RATCHT & TEY AqEAdh g Sldih TATRG T JEART 3R fadae o § 3R
YA 39 TS W R Bl gA I8 o &g dFhd ¢ & Sha &1 59 39 &
Hifeh R @ IS FaY 7gT ¢ o 37 @ o Foy o aedfas w8 g fohg




Uhfd I PIA HIGAT FEEl & MUR R S5l &, 30 T RATCAT & o S a0t
7T F AT AT, WACHT 39 G F§ 1 ¢

FHg A 3ol gl HT IO H HIS FEY TR AL BN eI 1 IHiEdcq o
IR § Fifh 38 H FHe H o g S a1 S8 YR Sl & |
Y ¥ 3F T WATCAT & Y TARY § |

qd el H WATCHT & IR §FY §dU &, 3F @ & HGY a1 EU gd gl

# & arfq, AT 9o gl AeT WA A HABA ol aloll Tad HE i
e RIS, ARIAS, Sgalifches TaH URdlifohed ISV T & 34T & W|r &, ar
it # € g1 A ShigeT &1 gelieh A T ¥ FHET SeAs el e gl
TaH 39 dRT AT # YA @I gl Sliad =k ot arfaeier §1 el sl fnely ar
SASIR 8T T, o & 38 IS Uk Hahdl ¢, e Fe F1 TN A1 Fal @I
UETEA B §, it T8 wHT ¥ RN, TR vad AT g1 wfa #re @ aefr i
afeelie & 3R F@r vl 1 aifa &7 fasmr 757 7 fieT & ax Ao g

HAT AT 38 TARTA&H T FaTHT, Hh! UINUT ST, T Alfel Feehr Tl
g AT qaamst & WA <ad, 9fddt & WA ufd, FHET ol F T AR wA
od WHST § , A FROT § I, A, g, g vaH Hcg MG HT TEY 3T
39T FEr 7 UG &1 51 TS H IR H & gl

St 3eTeg #Ta & AL WOT A I 8, 38 & ToA-F01 & GE@AT Ush & 3id & &
AT €| SHAY eRUTITAT &7 eRuF o # & g1 H & 3hed URUT A & Tpld
& feet ool U & SaRT SRIT & IO &G & A A & T g1 goeT Ta&q A
ot & &7 3R 3T 1 @el, 5w & uol e w=a § 9 awere afe
QRUT 37T eROT H 3T gv o TEEhT @ gy Fedrell, Feel - FeJUHR o TG
39FR Fdrel AT I1 JHAROT 9elt A7, wog 3ATd 39 SWeIq & 39t Hr
RT IR 57 & &9 0T g Sd & 98 g7 o & & g1 oA w9 Pua
gid § 98 TU, Wforal & Slodleal & 3T e AT HAT HT HUSK &7 e
3R ARl fer off & & g 3 Scufaher aeqai & 3cdfer &1 rfaamel FRor
H Q@ gl Sadh TER § a9 dh 38 K1 AT o a7 @ar g, gD € H




ifaamel @gr & @it o= st & Fo o Jcueal S gIaT 3N 3cufa cw
ST 8, 38 & Ig AT ST g o et 1 REIRT I 70 18T 8Tl

AT dR R I Rl @ $& 3cUeo glm o ar e "e Sresl| @i @ Iy
Qe 3cUeet R oY il oS¢ g1 Sedm| fohed AT faamel <ier § o &
Fo 1 gedl a1 d6dl A TN F R R Ghid HT 3¢1H Tad [aEIR RACHT
% Hbed H 3T &IF ¥ 3cUeod BIdT & TIH ToId Pl & 34T ol H Gl &
ST &1 I8 AT STH & 7 BT gl

RATCHT SaRT Igi Ig ¢ Tuse f&har off T & & S $o ot glar g, o drfcas
e O WHCHT § UaH dlfcas, TH UH dHg GHET 9y off 9uaear & &
3cUeol g1 1 R o 9 @9 X gU o 37 & ot W

g & WAL, ®H, FFaeH, AW, d H AT FFUT FeAs & TAdr, T, Hd
Y AT & 30 TaET H WAFA §9 H WACHT GaRT Tehe LT, ol AT §A
T 9T T & 6 Slig &7 9Hfa & A S S - $idded H1 @ 3cTood A
g, 96 37cdd T8 TaH 90T gl Siid Yepid, Hiel, I, SeH-FHcg TaH HRI-HROT
& HH Bl I IYT 9ol §

SHATCHT TRATCHT T TIET Al & fohe] TATCHT g1 &1 WACHT 3eledd g, 3d: Sha
FT NEH UHTCHT & qrEar i FAgr| AT 9T IR TIRT GIATCHT I TETgIoT
Sa HAT A 38 @ 30l Joiell IT 39 TR 38 & 9fd 3eH o9 @ @d &
for 3 sToTaTeT &Y QAT AT § AT HIGTA F TG AT AMGY AT AL HAT AR

qd elleh H OR §FaeHl & 916 3 & FFGeY urhar IAd, Tor Har AT afd
& TaEY H WA R SHarcAr dear AUTd 9fd & IeqeniAsl, el wame-aae,
3maar ey -mmew (Fed el R S @rew), dar 3maR 3R Sy araia
WHICHT 38 HER &7 3MUR § 3R FAR 39T AT WACAT HT 36T 4 g,
cHal IRACAT IROT T 3R Sfig eRog, g & aifd foar ge7 v eRor 71w qof
STer gidr, IuRgar T 3R @ar g1 30 & AReEd 98d AT H & Foaedl
Te-fsy AR 3R-31e & AT T §l FH YR el R G Sild & WATHAT
¥ g gl




3y At # Affied vy @ &7 GaRE 9H7 H WEERS d19 H #AfFd & 18
W ¢ sifdd # R 3 AR dUe & @1 X WACAT § H68 H8 F10
ST, TEY &H Sl T§ ¥l HiFd 1 Fa YU A U, WS $O WACH H FATIT
R I 3UEAT fAf F ST, FIA, T 3HAH I AR §T L 32T A TUTT
31'21‘l?-rq<cha-||afro1|o1o§%ﬁvéﬁﬁ?%nﬁ’fwm@ﬁaﬂﬁ?aﬁl%ﬁ
AT Jobd AT AT 7 AT § 3wy fAghar

UHATCHT & TT®T & gulel & d1¢ GIATCHT 3T 379 IR & AT Fgd g, Jed gl
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Il shercsreragaiar I 9.1911

qurFagHe ¥ fAIRuEIcgea T |
I 4T AT WEHARHIAA |
"tapamy aham aham varsam,

nigrhnamy utsrjami ca..|

amrtam caiva mrtyus ca,

sad asac caham arjuna"..| |

Tare:

g 3o H & gF T A AU R STl B AT T H Ak HY AR & H 3o
BT g, # & fARad ¥7 @ 3M-Ad §, A AIAT g, A XTI &I A dca ¢
IR A & 3T T A TG gl (39)

Meaning:

| provide heat, | hold back and send forth the rain. | am immortality and

also death, | am real and also unreal, O Arjuna.

Explanation:



A recurring theme of this chapter is that we should see Ishvara everywhere,
instead of looking only in things and places that our senses find pleasurable.
In that regard, since we deal with the weather every day, it can become a
great pointer to access Ishvara. However, anytime the climate becomes too
hot, or there is excessive rain or drought, our body feels uncomfortable, and

therefore we do not even think of Ishvara when those things happen.

The Puranas describe that when God first created the universe, He
manifested the first-born Brahma and entrusted him with the work of further
creation. Brahma was bewildered by the task of creating the materials and
the life-forms in the universe from the subtle material energy. Then God
revealed knowledge unto him, which is called the Chatuhshloki Bhagavat (the
four-versed Bhagavatam), on the basis of which Brahma proceeded to create

the world. Its first verse states very emphatically:

Shree Krishna tells Brahma: “I am all that is. Prior to creation, | alone
existed. Now that creation has come about, whatever is in the form of the
manifested world is my very self. After dissolution, | alone will exist. There

is nothing apart from Me.”

Shri Krishna says in the shloka that it is Ishvara that is providing the heat
as the sun. So when it gets extremely hot, we should recognize that it is
Ishvara that is providing the energy for the sun. And even though we may
feel uncomfortable, we should realize that Ishvara has the welfare of the
entire earth in mind. When it gets hot, the water on earth rises to form
clouds, and is eventually sent back as rain. If the sun were never to give

enough heat, we would never get any rain on earth.

Shri Krishna also says that Ishvara is found in immortality as well as in
death. Symbolically, what is meant here is that knowing Ishvara as an

infinite entity is real immortality, and knowing lIshvara as finite is death.



When we see only waves and foam in the ocean, we will eventually see

them “die”. But when we only see the ocean, there is no death whatsoever.

How do we develop such a vision? By knowing what is “sat” or real and
what is “asat” or not real. Just because something is perceived by our
senses, it does not automatically become real. Optical illusions are a great
example. This echoes the lessons of the second chapter where Shri Krishna
encourages us to develop “tattva drishti” or the vision of the essence, not of

names and forms.

With this shloka, Shri Krishna concludes the topic on pointers of Ishvara. A

new topic, forms of devotion, is taken up next.

1l & e 11

$d & Hedh F THR & IR A IdY o & FI K TFP oM F 38 I Jelell
HHEX T M| fohe] 519 & el Shel TGl FRaAT, eI, ATel, gad, TRl R Wordl
e, el |, feAra, I - deA, e, ae-uell d@d § ol 7 oferdr § o @le
5T W9 N PRIPT T § W@ Fo o a9 g, I @w R e
ficued & arT o &F & W g, o o g df 38 & WAdR TaA fAgFor
A aTell giam|

ANFSOT A SEAT W Fel, "H & W FO §, e @ qF e H & 3dca A )
mm@mﬁﬂﬁ%’,sﬁudwcHHNW%dbqEl’fﬁff%agﬂ'dﬁélQFRT
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deqd I8 ¢ 6 §OR & 98 9erd & @Y gH HITdTe I RIYAT #d g ag o
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=TT 8 Hehdl|




SEAT o Siaed &Y AT & 9 T I o1, foF@ & Siaad I Iof| g,
3T, FHeX R I, dieet, arg F@ U uH d AAT HA gl STl & SiaeT gl
STeT aNT & WIe BT g1 $9 1 Ueh Uishdl & &6 & & o9 @ FHeI, #Acl, drlelld
ST U a9 g1 I 38 Sl §, T A gad & &9 H Ig AY §of H{ aH
ST &1 STeT 1 TE SREAT Ueh 9fshar § 9@ & 3R[eY ool ey o glar § vaA
asT & AEIA ¥ AART g X 3T 3G 3cueed gl & 3N Ig Sfaed Torer B
qwlcala:r%dl%"aﬁrﬁa@ﬁraﬁﬁwa?ﬁ%aﬂ?aﬁﬂm,mw
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AT § AR S 9 IS €, 39 69 7 g

$H YR T 1 AT, STHIA H GO, T aoi ganrr siefler & et g vfshar
Slael T Fd 9ishdr g1 ST & g@Ee 3R AR g9 3 oen & #cg ds
3R R YeAoler e & Tcdeh Tihdl H WACHT & g1 WRHACA SEHAS & Yo
fshar 3R o1 &woT F § I WRACHT B SeH H, g A, g@ A, g@ H, Fholar
H 3R 3Aweldr H T A THAS T § ¢WAT dMgV| STA HIaT 36T Hgd gl
R b,  Foil, aN IR g @ Shael HT Ig kAT AT & g7 # QT &, Fifh
ypfd & S gesT §, a€ Fecaqul g@1d gU o, Sufeid ¥ 39 HeeRor @ e
aTell 3THETENT Uishal # WRATCHT 81 &, Sl R 30 Fiee & Fareled Y T 8l

ﬁé‘rwwmél?\ﬁﬂﬂmﬁrﬂa%w@%qﬁaw Sed o, A
w0 faomer @ a gaw Refe [fse @ #Ror w@wa A 3 A
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RACAT Fgd § o [SIdar $o o wriorat & 3iefeher g 1 a5 glar & @ 3md
ot St yfdsher gfd &1 A glar § 98 Hcg- gcdie el Ifdder gid & fawy
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Il shrgsraracgaiar Il 9.201

AT A WA qEurrARsear FEfa g |
q qUIANITET Pegdlmnedied feafeafd dasiema |

"trai-vidya mam soma-pah pita-papa,
yajiair istva svar-gatim prarthayante.. |
te punyam asadya surendra-lokam,
asnanti divyan divi deva-bhogan"..||

TaTe:

St HTST il dal & TR Tl & g@nT A Yol aXeh gl qrdi & qfaT gt
T I & A arelt & Tal-cllept T ifcd & o o1 ad §, 98 AT 3=
qUal & Bl TR Feg-ollh H SeH HI Yo gl TG H Sar-Gadiit arel gai
A AT g1 (R0)

Meaning:

Those well-versed in the three Vedas, after worshipping me through
sacrifices, and drinking nectar and purified of sin, they pray for attainment of
heaven. Having obtained merits, they enjoy the divine pleasures of the gods

in heaven.
Explanation:

Having described the infinite nature of Ishvara, Shri Krishna now elaborates
upon the topic of devotees or bhaktas. Previously, in verse 9.12, Shree
Krishna described the mentality of the non-believers and the demoniac, who
embrace atheistic and ungodly views, and the repercussions that such
people face. Then, He described the nature of great souls, who are
engaged in loving devotion to Him. Now, in this verse and the next, He
mentions those who are not devotees, but are not atheistic either. There are
predominantly two types of devotees: desire-oriented (sakaama) and

desireless (nishkaam). Desire- oriented devotees are described in these two



shlokas. They perform the ritualistic ceremonies of the Vedas. This science
of karm kand (Vedic rituals) is referred to as trai- vidya. Note the change to

a longer meter to emphasize a change in the topic.

Who is the desire- oriented bhakta? He is a devotee who worships Ishvara
for a material gain. He either wants merits (punya), wealth (artha), earthly
joy (sukha), heavenly joy (svaraga) or a combination of these four. In simple

words he is looking for money, name and fame.

Ritualistic ceremonies are considered good deeds, but they are not counted
as devotion. The performers of ritualistic ceremonies do not get released
from the cycle of life and death. They go to the higher planes of existence

within the material universe, such as abode of Indra, the king of heaven.

So, for example, if someone wants to buy a car, they pray that it is the
right price and that it is in stock. If someone has an exam, they pray that
they pass in the exam. Vedas and rituals mentioned in this shloka refer to
the efforts that we put into appeasing Ishvara. We may not perform
elaborate rituals, but there always is a thought that "please God let this
happen so that | can be happy", which amounts to the same thing as the

rituals mentioned here.

Now, when a child asks his parents for something insignificant, a parent
feels frustrated because the parent has the capability to give much greater
value but cannot do so because the child insists on that insignificant thing.
Similarly, Ishvara also may feel sometimes that the things we ask of him -
wealth, heavenly pleasures and so on - are insignificant. Such people do not
have a strong resolve towards liberation, they do not have the
‘vyavasaatmikaa buddhi” mentioned in chapter 2. Their focus is diverted

away from Ishvara towards material pursuits.

Assuming they somehow accumulate merits and attain heaven, what

happens next?



1 &y wae 1)

%, Tol: TaA WA TE el ¢ o1 # UM 7 U &1 YR & fafer g1 5@ &
STefel aTel &1 ATACT H@T JATdT g1 A6 & FHHBIS A AldeAl UaH dgid & FHgureal
I SIIeTell, Sl # 3R g1 HehAl 929 dc & RRT 19T defed A1 o Sl FX dc &
HH ART TIIHAT Toid &l JWH Aged od gl 37d: 5 dal & SAAd arel Ig
AT JEY WATHT Sl Yol dr FHl %"ﬁw_grqqo‘i H T & GG d HHAT HA
g, #FTAlT A FSUT o Ugel €1 el AT b S A 59 H1G vaH T 4§ Gold § H
3¢ TET Wl Fele AT gl 3T g AT AT AL PN OGTT F FA §C T A
9ICT X & UGH 39 qUT HA! w1 @ A9 g

H: WHATCHT Y Yolal dlel dlel E & HeFd g a0 g, o & 9UH d 8 § S
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gl R F oFa § S A F 9% & gW 3 quT e w@ e I &
#iFT A §1 TE At & 9Fd ThH FFd Fgald gl T 3T HFd o AeT &
foT Fgeg 1 aifa Rl 3R ae & fow afed a3 &

AT 37UaT HiFAdee! sTHN Ueh ofdl Bl &l 38h fOog H s 7 31ar § &
S geFerael A gfAfes TegHT HT UhTh el d¢d Fed YOIAT HT HelW qUT &
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fehera fehord qfOTAT Tk dgg od e 3 § 3R Feomer # gfdfed s v
oal iR A 3@ d QU od B ST &1 39 @Fddr & - # Qe
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dfw 3R g fafer fawrer @ R a1 §ohiA It & GanT Sog T ol &
3R 91T A F FATIERT T AFT TIIA H TR Sadi3it & feeg senar et g1




9 feeT 9T Fopsgelsh & SN T H9eT g fIereTor €1 98T I feoT Usg, ¥,
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fofeal fAerct & fong 30 &1 @T 3 &1 F &TACT aF 8 g Ig AT 1 WA
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ey & IfE Fehrel g1 ol A EERT XY HRIUAT Tq9T & @l AT H ofam
X, g & FF W a1 §, ST F ITRr AeT AT WeT F AT H JART AT
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M:%W%%ngﬁ*lﬂdl,am%r%aﬁﬂﬂﬁwgva#ré’rﬁﬁlﬁﬁ
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TSIt @ qua &l & FHROT T AT AT § 31 1 36T FA7 gl §, T§ §A 3
ged gl

Il gR 3% aa aall 9.2011

Il shegsreragaiar Il 9.211

T oFcar Faetets faereefiot qur ke RAufea |
Td RAHATIIT AR FTHFTHAT Ao |

"te tarh bhuktva svarga- lokam visalarmksine,
punye martya- lokarm visanti.. |
evam trayl-dharmam anuprapanna,

gatagatarm kama- kama labhante"..||

ATy

a8 SharcAT 38 faene Taat-aiieh & g@i &l T Y & quI-Hell & FATT gl N
39 Hcg-dlh H Tl SeH H I°d @d 8, 3§ YR o=l dal & f@eredl @
qTelel &eh HIHTRS W HT HIHAT dlel (HHA-HAT) HsT dR-GR STod AR 7Y
FI gred g W 8l (9)

Meaning:

Having enjoyed the (joys of) mighty heaven, they, with their merits
exhausted, return to the mortal world. In this manner, those with selfish
desires, who take refuge in the three- fold system, arrive and depart

(repeatedly).
Explanation:

Shri Krishna continues the description of desire- oriented devotees (sakaam
bhaktas) who worship Ishvara with a view to gain earthly and heavenly
rewards and conforts. Shri Krishna says that their efforts will bear fruit on

earth as well as in heaven. However, he says that their stay in heaven is



temporary. After their stay ends, they once again come back to earth and

get caught up in the endless cycle of birth and death.

Just as a football gets kicked all over the field, Maya is kicking the soul
around in forgetfulness of God. Sometimes it goes to the lower abodes,
while sometimes to the higher abodes. Amongst these multitudes of forms it
receives, across the lower and higher abodes, only the human form offers
the facility for God- realization. Hence, the scriptures state that even the
celestial gods pray to be given birth as a human being, so that they may
rectify their previous mistake of going to heaven and strive toward God-

realization.

As an example, consider the plight of those people who work hard, earn a
good living but have trouble managing their spending. As soon as they get
their salary, they instantly spend most of it on the first of the month, and
barely manage to pay their bills for the remainder of the month. They
somehow forget that fact that money, like anything else in this world, is

finite.

One has to come to bhuloka at regular intervals. Why, because all earnings
you can do here only; in the other 13 lokahs, whether it is 6 upper lokas, or
7 lower lokas, all the 13 lokas are only for exhaustion of your earnings; in
the lower lokas you exhaust your papam; in higher Iokas, you exhaust your
punyam; and again if the bank balance has to be built up, you have to
come to bhiloka. Therefore gaman- agamanam. This is called autobiography

of a samsari.

Shri Krishna says that such people follow the “three-fold system”. This refers
to Vedic knowledge comprising the three modes or gunaas. Since the
gunaas themselves are finite and transient, the results attained by the

followers of these gunaas will also be finite and transient.



So therefore, although the desire-oriented devotee is better than someone
who has no room for devotion, he is still trapped in a pursuit of comfort in
pleasure in this world as well as in other worlds. Unlike such a devotee,

what we should truly desire is liberation or moksha.

What kind of devotee gets liberation? This is taken up next.
|l f&dr a+am 1)
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Il shAgseracaiar Il 9.221
FAARIrddeal AT A SAT: TEArA |
Aul frcnfagaarar v sEaEl

"ananyas cintayanto mam,
ye janah paryupasate..|
tesam nityabhiyuktanam,

yoga- ksemarm vahamy aham"..||

Tare:

S HIST T AT Y T AT Y 3HeAeg-81a T AT & TR0 qnm‘gtrcm—‘ucq-
HH @RI Il ad &, St Hed ek A8 sifdd & i w1 § 38 AT &
Fell 3TaRIRATE 3R FRaT i ey # T e g1 ()

Meaning:

With single-pointed meditation, those who are constantly engaged in my

worship, | carry the burden of acquisition and preservation of their needs.

Explanation:



Many commentators compare this shloka to a shining gem located right in
the middle of the Gita. This oft- quoted shloka contains Ishvara’s promise to
all devotees. Here, Shri Krishna assures us that Ishvara will personally
attend to the needs of his devotees. But he also defines the type of devotee
that is being discussed here. It is one who is ever absorbed in the
contemplation of Ishvara. For such people, there is no fear, suffering, sorrow

or lack of anything.

Previously, we learned about the “sakaama bhakta” or desire-oriented
devotee. This shloka describes the “nishkaama bhakta” or desireless
devotee. Who is a nishkaama bhakta? It is the one who is only seeking one
thing: moksha, liberation. His desire for moksha is equal to no other desire,
for that desire will permanently eliminate all other desires. it is a desire for
infinitude or poornatva. He has “ananya” or focused goal, other devotees

have “anya” or diverse goals.

So, if we are desireless devotees, if our only desire is liberation which is
the attainment of Ishvara, what does Ishvara do for us? God offers
motherly assurance to souls who surrender exclusively to Him. The words
used are vahami aham, meaning “l personally carry the burden of
maintaining My devotees, Shri Krishna says that Ishvara takes care of “yoga”
and ‘kshema”. Our entire life comprises two major activities: acquisition and
preservation. The early part of our life goes in acquisition of knowledge,
wealth, family, position and title. This is denoted by the word “yoga”. The
later part of our life is devoted to preservation of what we have acquired.

This is “kshema”.

Many commentators cite a wonderful story to illustrate this shloka. There
was a brahmin who had great faith in this shloka but lost it one day
because his family did not get enough alms to have a proper meal one day.

In disgust, he tore the palm leaf on which this shloka was written and went



out of the house. Later, a boy came to his house with a sack of rations. He

informed the brahmin’s wife that her husband had sent her the food.

The brahmin’s wife noticed that the boy’s tongue was bleeding. She found
out from the boy that it was her husband who had cut off the boy’s tongue.
When the brahmin came back, the wife rebuked him for injuring the boy
who had delivered the rations. The brahmin, it turns out, knew nothing about
the boy or the rations. He quickly realized that it was Ishvara who delivered
the food, and that when he tore the palm leaf, it injured Ishvara in the form
of that boy. So, Ishvara did not just deliver the food, he also carried the
rations on his back. This is what is meant by the word “vahaami” which

means “to carry”.

What is the practical implication of this shloka? If we wholly devote
ourselves to the pursuit of Ishvara, we need not spend any time incessantly
worrying about our needs. As long as we perform our duties efficiently and
in a spirit of service to Ishvara, we will be well taken care of. Ishvara will
not just carry our burden of needs; he will also carry all of our worries as

well.

The culmination of this shloka’s vision is the knowledge that there is no
such thing as “my” need or “your” need. If everything is Ishvara and
everything is in Ishvara, then he will take care of his own needs, just like
our fingers are not worrying about someone taking care of their individual

needs.

What happens to those who do not worship Ishvara in his infinite nature?

This is explained in the upcoming shlokas.
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sl HFAT Toled AGUATeadT: |
asfr AT FaT TeecafafgEEa

"ye 'py anya- devata- bhakt3,
yajante $raddhayanvitah..|
te 'pi mam eva kaunteya,

yajanty avidhi- piirvakam"..1|
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g Fecigdl St off FosT HU-qdeh HiFd-H1d @ 3 Ga-Gaai3i I Il ad &,
ag ¢ ARad &7 & AN & o wXd &, Theq 3o a8 Yol T TAAA-qoT
A griea 1 A & 3rerer Jeqer giar g1 (:3)

Meaning:

Even those devotees who worship other deities, filled with faith, they also

worship me only, O Kaunteya, (but) incorrectly.
Explanation:

The recurring theme of this chapter is the removing misconceptions about
the worship of Ishvara. Shri Krishna again invokes that theme in this shloka.
He says that those devotees who worship deities other than the infinite

Ishvara ultimately worship him but do so in a wrong manner.

Many of us have been brought up in a tradition in which we worship a
specific deity. As children, we are taught to invoke that deity during
auspicious occasions, during periods of prosperity as well as periods of
difficulty. We should be grateful to our parents for inculcating these good
samskaaraas or habits in us at an early age. However, Shri Krishna says
that as we grow older, it is important to have the correct knowledge of what
we are worshipping, because in most cases, our knowledge is limited and

incorrect.

What is this incorrect knowledge? Thinking that what we are worshipping is
a finite deity in a certain form is incorrect knowledge. When we see a small
government office, we do not make the mistake of thinking that a small
office contains the government of an entire nation. Or when we look at a

wave, we never imagine that the entire ocean is just that small wave.



Similarly, even though we worship a finite deity in our home or in a temple,
we should never think that we are worshipping just that finite deity. If we

think in that way, our worship will be incorrect, it will have a flaw.

So then, what is the right knowledge? It is knowing that we are worshipping
Ishvara in his infinite nature. Just like we contact the entire Internet when
we surf the web on our phone, we contact the infinite Ishvara when we
worship a finite deity. Ishvara is the foundation of everything, therefore

ultimately all prayers reach Ishvara.

For example, if a government officer redresses a complaint by a citizen, he
is not credited with being benevolent. He is merely utilizing the powers in
his jurisdiction that have been bestowed upon him by the government.
Similarly, all the powers of the celestial gods come from the Supreme Lord.
Thus, those with superior understanding do not go by the indirect route; they

worship the source of all powers, which is God Himself.

Why do most devotees commit this error? This is explained next.

1 &y wae 1)
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RECIRICU CRIRIEIEN CLl

RATCHT FI Hgell § 0T 38 H Aol o9 Jg AT AT &7 JAT F gga arel
arel AT o 3(9el 391 adl T qoll X § 3R T§ o o & &6 31 & @
T IS g A HT & IIed @i & AR 3T 1 kel o H g a1 §, O 3F I
FAMAR AT Ad &1 31 & Tg 3 vaA sfFa sfafgds g

g3 YoTel hiaiarel $i aedd & A & Goldd & § il ded & A {a
$o § & S| A A T 37 qaan3i T & A & T W T&EI g1 I
3% @1 fhar I dadnt @ qo o aedd H AT & O §, W &
Hfaftqder| IfAfIqde wgat HT Adeld TG 16l & (b Yolol WA HAT glell =AMy
3 & FAed S @A MY 3Ah Yol HH gl qMigd 3Mfe 31T faftrat 1 3o
AT A8 &1 SHH AT § - A PN 3 ad3 T AT ATAT| JAH HHAT &
HROT AT &0 S F 3§ ¢adr3it & eRUT gid g, UH & Jgr A F adnr3ir $ir 3rerr
(FIced) TAT AR S SaaAT3l & Yoled T 5, Ja AHARgdF gt T Bl

Py FRE & Afoss O Faig o, AAeR IT FAIRT a1 [Fuaehiy afFa @
T A, I R AR F AegH O FE FRES F FHAINY T S T,
aEdd H 37 $RUE & Al F & TAE §l 39 FHIRT & liAca-3ifasR



mﬁ%mﬁﬁ@%%%sﬁ?aaﬂwbd T &, Afles & & 9Iea giar
gl SEH & Hhed IE Fite g1 Slig @ el A, 3, FHAT, IAFT TIHA
EH @ faffiest faaRummst 3R 3@ &1 qfd & o [affies daamsit v Twer &t
Tl I€ 99 39 WOEA & g TIET ¢, 3o¢ off A 9T aiar ¢ 3R a8 o o &3 &,
9§ ReEH IR & &l g

qEJT: FE D daled & [HeUled & ¢dd UaH 3fedd dlg @l €O H IWHT
Ueel & fod B TSEH AT ol @ W, W UGH IR Jehid HT TRAAT g1
8T 3rhctt, focar, @relr vaA AT &1 A e B HeTae A FUT AT FEET A
SEH & 3aRd E&&T & N NG &7 H N UaH AT Wi &I AT 9T g,
39 & Ife @i ¢ ar off ag 5y off eaarstt, &Y a1 {uRURT &1 9Tasl adr §,
ag o sed #T & GO ¢ heq 30 A FEA, HHFT I 3EH g § O o FO
I HaRT el §1 S g o Teo o 9o T §eA A @ o ued HepsT 370
qug &foT gl & dlg Hcgellh H Sod ol €1 &1 I eilh 3ehed dlg & TET
HiwAd §U 8 Tehed atg 1 & TATTT AT B

A WEHfd A Waed & 3§ A F U AT I H q@r @r amm,
FHfAT WEFR H WAlad @EFfa A AT arell Jqeh ol Foen AR A= #
Aar &1 3men ¥ AT qft Aaamt sruta A, Foor, @, f@sop a0 gt ar e
AT A0 FT HFT &7 AT ol T FIOT IUTHE forw ANeT Y AT & ST FT ;YA
T AR g F w1 q@a §, 37 9§ At urea ot 7@ g 3R e @
IHUT St A TR ¥ AN T@ll Ed § AR HEFRN § qF HIA FN AR A
gU, 3 H € Sfiae IR &A1 1 srag AT FT FE oAl Hedd Agea U §
g AT § v P geR & woor surwer @ Ao, seged AR R
WATEA & IUHAT F4Y 3R FF & TR

3R S 37 ded & 18T Seld, 37 & O # H9deT 4T $gd g, Jod ¢l

Il R 3% aa ad119.231|



Il shrgsaracgaiar Il 9.241

e & gdg=ar siwdr T gaRE T |
 J AARSed deadtae=gdfed & |
"aham hi sarva-yajianam,

bhokta ca prabhur eva ca.l

na tu mam abhijananti,
tattvenatas$ cyavanti te"..ll

TaTe:

# & fARed &9 @ FHEd Fal H T R arenn §, AR H & TRl §, Reg T
HATST AT dR¥dfdeh TGET I ded I gl Sledd ATl dg AN & HhROT

S

lidcslo-nH $I grcd m %' ()

Meaning:

For | am the recipient and also the lord of all sacrificial rituals, but they do

not know me in essence. That is why they fall.
Explanation:

Earlier, Shri Krishna asserted that most people worship finite deities with the
expectation of finite rewards, but ultimately, all their prayers reach the infinite
Ishvara. This type of worship in itself is ok, but the result obtained through
this worship can only be finite. Shri Krishna says that the reason most
devotees commit this error because they do not recognize Ishvara in

essence, they do not comprehend the real nature of Ishvara.

Here it is clearly stated that there are many types of yajna performances
recommended in the Vedic literatures, but actually all of them are meant for
satisfying the Supreme Lord. Yajna means Vishnu. In the Third Chapter of
Bhagavad-gita it is clearly stated that one should only work for satisfying
Yajna, or Vishnu. The perfectional form of human civilization, known as

varnasrama-dharma, is specifically meant for satisfying Vishnu. Therefore,



Krishna says in this verse, "I am the enjoyer of all sacrifices because | am
the supreme master." Less intelligent persons, however, without knowing this
fact, worship demigods for temporary benefit. Therefore they fall down to
material existence and do not achieve the desired goal of life. If, however,
anyone has any material desire to be fulfilled, he had better pray for it to
the Supreme Lord (although that is not pure devotion), and he will thus

achieve the desired result.

Imagine that people from a remote village visit a city. They may mistake a
minister's office for the nation’s government. They may mistake a computer
for the Internet. They may mistake a power outlet for the electric grid. Just
like such people will commit grave errors unless they understand the
presence of the larger in the small, we also will commit errors in our

worship unless we understand the real infinite nature of Ishvara.

So therefore, when we act in this world, we should always bear in mind that
the recipient of any action is Ishvara. When we feed someone, care for
someone, help someone in need, we should know that ultimately we are
feeding, caring for and helping Ishvara. This will reduce our sense of ego or

I-ness.

Furthermore, emotions such as pride, greed and jealousy are caused
because we think we own something, or we covet something that others
own. If we know that the ultimate owner of everything is Ishvara, it reduces
our sense of attachment and "mine-ness". Ego and attachment are great

obstacles in the path of liberation, and this knowledge cuts them down.

What is the fate of such faulty worship? This is taken up next.

1 &y waa 1)

WEEA & Hhed § Yo HiT 0T g3, AHd: WA o Tgel 8 gl § fF W3R,
Na-THhfd, ST5-dde TaH FEAS & fhall o Tavq & gl faegas g #AgreRd &




ARIAHAAIIEIA H IR YR & HFdl H HH P dlel Thildeh HFd Hl ASS
dclell T &gl & T SEaAT 1, Rg &Y, 3HFAUT 37 T3 @ ool darel /e Iow
st 7z & & 3 Ao 81 @9, AR, 7%, 3fAfY, sEaor ik ot gegfay & ar
FLol ATl A FASU] F Y AT F B

HaTaTel AT FHSUT o g H el AT Toh TE 3ORT UGH TR Gehicd 3T & 37 & af o1
e # § fohqg I8 99 30 A 78| S GHR Yclieh TIET Gl I Sadl Teh TR Hl
T § - 98 Acd, ol IR ey AR AET & Tohdl| A ®4lcAs T
ad AT FAUT GG H Fo M A, 98 AT ¢, S HT WA T S@AT A6l §
39 3H WIOT &7 F o W YT TS AT of AT WGV $eTAle g & H Ty
g dUM $& 7 &N AP TFd Ad §, S aral, aF I Hel § MR g T8
SER T &

EH I d g, dl T HAadl ¢adl dad & &l ¢d g, ol el &7 HAadrl dg o
drell SeIcT g Fal T AL R IR 9 od €, o 3§ A AR g & s
ol 3R T T § gH HISH I §, o HiSeTsh HiFdT §H T SeAd E,
3MEIMG| aTcad Tg 3T o 9 @9 T # A A & AR 3wg A & A &l
SH @ 37 & U Bl §] SAGY HAJST &I ANy o a5 frel 3w v ek
3R ATfIS o ATART hael AL HI & #erdl R Alferd A 3 S Fo Aist §
S, 39 & AY & AT HT A F g HIT HL|

WATCAT & Ffdeg ganrr qor & Jfafqdes ®e1l $8 &1 HROT § {6 RaACAT &
R Tolel # &l STl HET § - 3791 I Al ekl AT 3R 39 I Hag
T HIfelh HATAAT| Fhifch ST HJST Yol Il deel Tg 3T ol ¢ fob THET TER
38 AT WA & 3w § AR O fAfrse gdie Tawa gadr ar Sat f ghA
3UTHAT 7 o AT § A 36 F @RI Yol df WAH & & Helcdl § taH AT
30 & %ol 30 fafse &dr daar & & = dr § 3R 3" # 3§ H FHHA &H
ITER el AT df RACH ¥ & &, e ar [@cg a8 glar 3R 59 & &=
al 9eT: g ofleh H 3Tl B

HIST HEHT 7Y §, T T o @, W o A R srger @l & dar f ag @
STl g1 STt i sfFd e arer Saets #, et f wfdd ae arer g o




A, oqdl B wfFd arer ol F vaA AN HiFT wS g WY I A B S 7R
ﬁmuqnuﬁamdl%ﬂﬁwﬁﬁaﬁﬁmél

TSI Toh UeeR 8, 38 fas0] A & qorr &Y o fasop oes 3R 97, qere 3R
3T fordll o[ AT qadr AW dr 38 ot H Wit gl $ol gANT HIG TaA
AT A §, ude # g e At # wror wfaser @ e o w@r § 39 AT A
ycieh 7 foRdT fafdse qaem &1 et B wfaser #X & AU AR HIST 38 39
HIGAT & TY Iof | T JPRIA Fed & "Sd $Td FT 3@ &"|

FTHAT & AT T, WATCHAT & WHIcT I o Sl & hIOT, HTSg HITacuIeT
T 398 B diId @ HT T gIfed 9 JTARN TIH HeT Bl &I JItd A &
TaH SieH Hog & TFH A U3 W ¢

WHATCHAT &7 IR H 9 38 & TO®I AT JNYAT el 1 A 7 787 8,
Qe S fT Tgg T FHAT, JNHFT TIH 318H H gl dg 39T HIHEAT AT
IHFT & AR aqaT H ol F Yol IT AT AT §, SHY 38 AN
el &1 Ife TaT WATCHT §A HS AR HI g ol §H HleT T 379&T &, Far a1
HERE g@ & A AT A e, SOR, A, uaq, AN & FlEa A
AT 3T gIcT &1 §H 3Tl FIHABIT & YR TR AT H IoT od &1 oI R
WHTCAT & 38 Yol & TR Rl § AR 38 & HH & AHUR ) Sadl &
QAL & AN qUT 8 &l §, 96 S $ o YU AT §, 98 A & 39
¢adl & HATETH & EIhR 1 aar gl

fagic 1 eI g1 @ o I HOR A FE-g@, AT, Faey-3neaey,
SeH- Hcg H 3Heleh T3 W U WA 5f & WArCAT & AT W g
3oTd & a1 fAviy &y 3melrder #Rd ¥l fohq 98 o S & T hdl-sllerar ar &2
WATCAT 1 8, 96 & §e S8 HAlS[g &, 98 & TAET Taedl A g, I fadic 39 &
TiSehIoT F1 §, WACHT H Fis A 7T &1 A 3mead I & 5 @A
arell Jg SaTcAT Jhfd § SRT WRATHT &1 §, e I8 39T HT 8l T

#iFd AR A AT F FH sy vaA fAEE@m I g Sar g, 39 fov aaATeAr
gacardt, gaarel, gad, FavriFada iR 39 O ff W 37u7T 3Ry §, Ig 99
@, 39 HT qelr, #fFd, deacdled, Al UaH AT AT S Hl S|



AffeeT FrAaRT & [Affea Saansit & Joid &1 THT 36T 9o B

Il gR 3% aa @ad119.2411

|| Farlt Rewaee ganT 5@ eolis @ sarear off gaX ¢ 11 fady afar 9.24 11

WHATCHT FT &gl & T a3t & Yot Saansit & 9red gid § Scanfel da,
AR, i & qoreh oleT Sie el deh T ¥ A9« §5¢ T ol 3R 1o
W §, a9 38 IRUTARIET 3ah seord qui gt €1 doar amfesatl &
JfesaTar &1 g ST @1 IeHd Afendl & aRT & gl 81 Fgl A @
3T $feadl & @RI e FFQOT e St & Bl St oleT foRee a1eg Sfere]
& g AR JA A FHA T dedied & AT Tl A B, I 309 geod
3egeral & faww 3R &1F & 9red gl 81 Tgadr s #r 3 §, 3 oer S 39
IRt & Aiepfde Yeerar AR T & gfd Sieresd g, dur St 3¢t 3mest &
3TEY Sfigel Sfll T ey Tded X gl St oafFd mearicas oRd &
Ul AP WERT & AR Sl &l HAd Fdcol Fal ¢, T8, Boid, 59
IEHAT Ud qUTAT & 3Hcged Siidel i Foadar 3T 3T IIoed &l &1 §ART #Rd
qA & urdie RWAT F 38 deT i Hl 3T A A 6 A o wA A,
JmeATicHs et & HARed, d<iiateh Ao TUT Ypid & 77 # g 3=
fAgdAT vd aEg3in @ sfaser o glar war g1 #ifaw A & &7 A g are
30T 3R U HAeTd Hel T ST ar 1 € Th 3097 1 37 ol & Yoish @
dcad 3o deflietenl @ 8, S Uehfa &1 @detor axa g 3R @dfEa SwEt e
FIffeRoT X 38 A FI Gegaedd & &d g1 3MYfAs J1 A ypfd, a&g, afFd
Td 9IOR™T & WETIA HT AT ToeT @I & eded fhar Sar g, 9
AP, THRFAJNE, Tlfeaehl, FV, TSI, FAGAE, N, 3fag,
sEretemreT e §1 31wt A o e @ gt §, e fadw ww @
IETTT I ST 3F AT F JATH oI §1 3Uddg & Th g 93 T A 39
FTT & HIGAT & 3G TFHid & TG TG FaeR & euid F 1 §1 serar]
AFST caRT T FRAT AARAT F A AT W A F e F A




giaT &1 9% fg® § fndl o a1 & #os¥ @rn vl I Yl & HAR 3T
#H 38 FhoraT 9o gl B15H YR, IfE daar, e R ol i gen e |
AT 3T e Rede ael @ HAY gadn, g RERT 3N Thid & wEl
I ST ${ifcieh ST, & Foholcl WIec giclt 8, of 3¢ fAHUld & 3[aR g g
fear arar § foF A o [ & wred gl 81 U 9 @ 3cAEasd W Add
Sdlel dh AT A W OWTUF U HeAlde, AT HcATIRIR HboldTqdeh
FIETTe 3HTHd FX Fehl ¢l Fodd HCHAGTHUA & Bokddd 3fed H g &
HcAEa®d H & qRuifd & dgled & YR0T Il & HFhIC =a1d arT geliar
a7 BIINAT FT TS AR T A & @Y AT 3T negsa oo vere
AT &l 3T Wih HI YAleld ATYH HI Jg aeaw feomar § & Jgr &Aa
IRFFHE AU & @RI WA O &1 o wiftq g &t §1 o ver waAfid
g i Sotd F A et W HfAE Thelar e &, 3@ FH 3edR®
SHTd & TFeed H i T YAOIT gidr §1 STl IdadreT Medifcds ATeRAT 7
gidT g1 Idd €A1 37aeT & Helcldd G| 3Tl o 39 AN & dehddd
$RUT 59 elied H f¢ar a1 gl

Il gR 3 ad adll fJav 9.24 ||

Il #hAgsreragaiar Il 9.251

Iifed qaadT daTfeudeated Rqgaar: |
sarfa afed sfdsar Arfed AeAfa=Isf Ay ||

"yanti deva-vrata devan,
pitrn yanti pitr-vratah..|
bhutani yanti bhutejya,

yanti mad-yajino 'pi mam"..||
ey

S HIST a3t AT Yol X § g a3l d Uit g 8, S 9 qdeil
Yol & § 96 Ydell d o gid &, St ¥l (Shfad #egsal) & gol X ¢ @8



37 3 F Fol B UTT g §, W S AT AN I A § a7 AP & e
g &1 (R9)

Meaning:

Those who worship deities attain the deities, those who worship ancestors
go to the ancestors, those who worship spirits attain the spirits, but those

who worship me attain me.
Explanation:

As we are exploring the topic of worship, we should not make the mistake
of thinking that worship only happens in a temple in front of a deity. In
many cases, worship of individuals is something that we take for granted. If
we need a loan, we have to worship the loan officer to gain his favour. If
we need a job, we have to worship someone in that firm so that they can
do a referral. If we need admission into a school, we have to worship the

admissions officer.

The eighteenth chapter of the Gita categorizes every action into three types:
saatvic, raajasic and taamasic. Worship of a guru for knowledge is saatvic
worship. Worship of a loan officer for a loan is raajasic worship. Worship of
a gangster to kil someone is taamasic worship. But ultimately, any

knowledge that comes under the realm of the three gunaas is finite.

Human being has got a freewill that means he can choose his goal and he
should choose his goal. God will not interfere in our choice; God's role is
only giving us the information of what are the goals available and which
goal can be reached by which path. And if you refuse to use your choice; it

indirectly means that you do not want to utilise the privilege of human birth.

In this shloka, Shri Krishna gives examples of worship towards deities,
ancestors and spirits that encompass most kinds of so-called spiritual

worship performed today. However, as we saw earlier, the best that this kind



worship can give us is a finite material result. Even if we get to go to
heaven through such worship, we will have to come back to earth one day

when our merits are exhausted.

The highest devotees are those who attach their minds to the Supreme
Divine Personality. The word vrata means resolve and undertaking. Such
fortunate souls, who firmly resolve to worship God and engage steadfastly in

His devotion, go to His divine Abode after death.

The infinite Ishvara has ability to give us liberation. Instead of asking that,
we ask finite things like exam success, job success and so on. It is like
asking a millionaire for pennies. We do so because we have conditioned
ourselves to accept very narrow materialistic definitions of success. If our
definition of success is narrow, our definition of Ishvara somehow becomes

narrow as well.

So therefore, we come to the conclusion that we have to learn the correct
technique of worshipping Ishvara. How does that work? Is it something
arcane and complex? Shri Krishna provides a beautiful answer to that

question next.

1 &y we 1)

qd & el H gH o YoT Sl URATCHT 1T &1 QT §| HcHl UaH 97 § & 39 &
faeare Sher ST Ferdr &1 fhq AEEm Uad YA YT B, 38 €I AT W H A
e e g1 sufoR A% seer vad 9 WA ar Hew TRE 58 & AT gefr @
eIl AT 5 & Tcd UGH T &l AT 8l def & 9 Heem van 9a
3fersET I7 UV & giaT

fo=tr sieem vas 9o & geier a1 A o foRye ¢ #3998 A iFdare vaH
o H Jolgt R HI3N o Fo F7E Ued X FehdlT| ST AT 9T He@m vaw uA
T g aF 3da1 & Fardff Uad g#HST glem| Safeld Aieyl TaA 9F ife #«l e
& WY JTUIFET AT & Shejed AT School T Tohell B




qAEd WOt A AT A e Jad &, AV Sl 3w gl ael qdeleA &
9T AT AT B, AT 50 F IfARFd 3Huh geor AFT IR efT ¥ FA =
gu,a:ﬁaswﬁa#aﬁﬁﬁam%l

ST HIST SIET fAEd UROT YT & 3 N 3H & AT & AR 39 & Bl hHI
WIS BT &1 TE Uhld AT T&ET ¢ S 39 el qor aifcass, v vaA
T EaRT 3§ SHIA &I Hellelel icl g1 FE cliell 0T HAfd & aR=rels gl
HIST TS A TaH 97 @ 5 off 901 & wea & 5 o Saar @l Gerar g ar
fAerar ar waArcAT 1 § g ot adr gar & Aedr § 3R 34 &9 A Ao §
AT 39 R @ fRE AAGT § Toled A §, WACHT 38 H 38 gadl &
TaeT H 3W AAlgid taA g FEET H BT ol Bl

UI: Hifcdeh AT HITETeT T Yol el dlel &l I+ MG 1 Bl TG il 3ME
& & #, AR 3R Tl Gl e arell 1 Aeller Tadm d, Ud, il gon
e arell 3HT & TR Bl A 1 o #1 seen wifeass §, 9 Saanst &,
S & Tord § 9 get- et e A AR S &1 sewr daee g oar o fem
e 7 feaw W@d §, 3% A @M JAST & e T W adted §
o 71T ganT, 4CYT UaH YA GaRT & JURAFT HiFT 71T & GURT ST FHhall ¢

Ig qoll, HeHT, 9A, A Al T AT 78 §, I8 FST & FA g, TS H
& FH 3 & T g, 3T FT THERT FAIRT & FHH Fad g df al 399G
F HOFR F AR 3T F G 3T §, HT FE 0T f TR & § ar
3oel TRUf & 3TER 3T T g3 3T 8, 39 & <ihaTsl ¥ $H Fard g ar ar
IO AR gef @ T T NG ST Bl 3T F G FA Uk Yol g, T H
FHET ST o § o aam §, 39 9 e & ol ad § al HHT & 36ER
&adT 379 I F 3T & BT ST &l 3T &7 v, 3T & FHET ¢gdl TaH 3T
HT Bl I TATCHT & & IIo gl § af &1 38 &adl & 3HJAN 39 T Bl &l
gl S Ucdeh HeT Y FAN & Y I g & AShH H1d & FY| el
cafed & |ET T IMT o W Wifcash 0T F Yol S & Hifeash Hel & IIocd gial|
Tordl & Read, U & e § S SET o ToE oy gem fohed  3edehrollel
BTT| oISTg STTST, AT FhEl &Y Johdllel Tgdil BT $7Ta=ll & 1A LN a6 JHarT &




gRI| SiaeT & & ¥agR, IRaR, g, Ruefor, amEn, [, 379, #ad, fide
T WATCHT & & ST g, T8 THET ITFd WRATCAT & 8, 38 d TFHATT JagR,
HIHAAT GLATCHAT & INUAT TaH Yol § AR TRATCHT 81 3T I AT, HEH,
i, fver Tad ALY & AR 3T H Bl Sl g1 Tl FRAE &1 dlheR
1 Yolel 3T 1 fhdl T A 9aer feor Fehdr § 3R 30 €= &1 Arfash 319
I U o1 & Hehcll &, T ST 1 8T W AR &

Shaet 1 I fage § & Sl A faar 9 a8 g\ saer| ol gia aar safed|
AT §AY W fFY I fAORT & 38R AfFT & A1 aRT &1 [@IET JedhioT
A @ ST &1 TE TH WA Y g, fSHA AT F T YAh hFd H
39 SaeT H &1 8 ohal g1 FAAAT & 39 AT &t 3cAQeE & meaifcas
89 A YgFd Ad gU ST AFSUT FEd § S 7Y FE a9 @, G w9 G,
S8 T & goId &, # 39 FT I T A 3H & AR Bl ol gl S A
Ha q AT JoFd Y Goid & o6 A AT 37 el L gl

SHGEIR® TISCHIT & g ol SIAT N3E- JWT wsiadr v qffe w3 gu el off
faramemr i e a1 faRedR @ X e, & REnurT #t gwarfad g1 i
¢ UGH FEATCH HT 3Tgeplic T Aagar § St 39 & foaremr @ [_fdea &g
WA §, 39 F THER HEAT| deled & HJHR WeeA & el &1 Afax a8 ¢
fohd IS WeeA & TSR T8 W & Hcgellh ¥ FEAAS H & d8F AT
YA FHH FAT &, 98 38 P 9Ied BIaT g

Mr & e AT AT HT AT Toh Folldel [TIRURT TEJT el g, 5l Fedeh &
I AT W FAN T & @0 gt &1 AT S 30 TORGRT 1 A § AT 6
AT & AT b @ H d6d A § AT T A1fdeh, 3Mieds, T, Hof,
HHBC AT Yololed IT 3T forell o S, Saamsit & of o 96H & §, 3 &
fod ot g eehr 3 JhR & o] &, 98 o7 38 F 30l [aRURT & 38T &
Tol & YTt T gehaR 1 L Y AT 3 HcT & T AT & AL Fo o g,
fohed T gpid & HTH TaH HE-HROT & HeUled g qead & & 3¢ orar
IT WREGH ol [T ST ohdll 38 HAR Hl SAcHT & 9H F S@Adrer welr off
I8 AA FohdT & R Slig &1 I q@Rs g@ a1 g@ 4, F4 IR e




HRUT UIcd gIdT &, dg 39ad g AT & 38H H WHCHT & [HFF & 379ar
TAAAT & A H T A 91T gl

R TE & 6 0F @ WK A9 e Qe T # @A g3 & 9w @
e ed-gaarstt & &9 & g T 39T, FHEAT, AT TaH FABAT & &T
# el Yaled AT g g6 & § =it & Higar o §1 Th AT & AR S Ry
S oma & fAewy T@dr &, 98 34T 19 o 3R € Bl Ul g

q%aagmﬁ:aawﬁmmmﬁﬁmgméﬁmaﬁsvw;i
q@ 3R TRl I g@ FAT §? AT F ool AT IR g & W IW IR
qAFE T QAT § 3R w3 S A R ®, 39 ¥ 3W A 3o
g o @5 & &l IR T & T F wa o @ 7@ Fed gu, dowe,
AT & AR A, IReY a1 X AAd g1 J&r 9T 8, S 9AF G I RATCAT 8
31T 3 GfAAT A JelaT 37eldT Y ol &1 AR IEPR o AN F fAshiA gy
olleh o107 H ehdaE & wR fhT ST o Siig @ JlFd & HI$ AL Ak FehT|

TUATCHT dF U & @M §, 3§ F41 AIfeU, 31T ugd B

Il gR 3% aa aall 9.2511

Il sheAgseragaiar Il 9.26l

9 I Bl A AT A HFAT JITS (T |
e HFIUEAReANH GaareHa: |l
"patram puspam phalam toyam,

yo me bhaktya prayacchati..|

tad aham bhakty- upahrtam,
asnami prayatatmanah"..||
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Meaning:

One who presents a leaf, a flower, a fruit or water with devotion to me, |

will consume that loving gift from that pure hearted being.
Explanation:

Having described the incorrect method of worship earlier, Shri Krishna now
explains the correct method in yet another gem of a shloka in this chapter.
He says that Ishvara does not want any expensive gifts. To become his
devotee, we can give him something that nature offers in plenty for free: a

leaf, a flower, a fruit or even some water.

Why is it important to give a gift to Ishvara? Building strong relationships
requires actions and attitude. Take the example of a newly married husband
and wife. How do they ensure that they maintain a strong bond? To start
with, they can exchange gifts during events such as Valentine’s day, their

wedding anniversary with cards, flowers and so on.

But material exchanges in themselves are not sufficient. There has to be
quality time spent with each other. Also, there has to be an exchange of
meaningful thoughts, meaningful dialogue, not just talk about movies and

sports etc.

The same thing also applies to worship. When we do all kinds of rituals for
ourselves such as taking a bath, applying fragrance, eating food and so on,
we can at least begin worshipping Ishvara by offering a flower or some
water daily. Unless our mind and our actions are both engaged in Ishvara’s

worship, it will be difficult to build a strong bond with him.

The word used here is prayatatmanah, implying, “I accept the offerings of

those whose hearts are pure.”



Now, why is all this needed? One could say that we should just practice
karma yoga by doing actions selflessly. But, karma yoga is incomplete
without surrender to a higher ideal, and Ishvara is the highest possible ideal.
Moreover, without the right emotional link to Ishvara, our pursuit will become

dry and academic.

So therefore, when we offer a simple gift to Ishvara, but with an attitude of
devotion, Ishvara happily consumes the gift. Our attitude should be similar to
a small child presenting a gift to his father or mother, because in reality, we

are offering to Ishvara what was his to begin with.

Whenever God descends upon the earth, He exhibits this quality in His
divine Pastimes. Before the Mahabharat war, when Shree Krishna went to
Hastinapur to explore the possibility of fashioning an agreement between the
Kauravas and Pandavas, the evil Duryodhan had proudly prepared for Him a
meal with fifty-six different items. However, Shree Krishna rejected his
hospitality and instead went to the humble hut of Vidurani, who had been
longing deeply for the opportunity to serve her beloved Lord. Vidurani was
overjoyed on receiving the Supreme Lord at her home. All she had to offer
was bananas, but her intellect so benumbed with loving sentiments that she
did not even realize she was dropping the fruit and putting the banana peels
in His mouth. Nevertheless, seeing her devotion, Shree Krishna blissfully

ate the peels, as if they were the most delicious food in the world.

Once we have created this habit of worshipping Ishvara daily in our house,
we should slowly bring it out of the house and into every action, as

described in the next shloka.
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aEJ: dal 3R et A fRddr o Sd-gadr Fr g I F-Anr U fAuHeey,
AT tad U & @Y gA-afaion @Y cgaedr g1 S ol wH- HiEd @
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AR 3o uerat 3R fhamsit & #fiear va Alfde $9Tae § - $H &0 & 98 o
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gl aryfas fafea v #t adg # smewd gar ¥ & feR seed waATeAr B
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SAATIAT & g'ar W 3t 3 Twdaar AR AF AN 5@ @F AT TogaT HIWT
s A & 77 T FE § B Raufd s A s siifw awast & oA
Hew 3R Aged 7d ¥ F AU HEd F a7 9A IR AT FER w@ § TE
IRT P a7 HFd IHT IR HE F IGoT FAr § Y afa M g€ T
A 9, T, o AT FqOT ARG g1, IHHT AgTd A HIG FEd §, YeURE F
39 0T & @l HiFAqES AT a8 IR A FTHR F@ €1 FWiAT srorar
Fo AT FE A B wamEqel @ F AT @ Tl fr smaeawar € (F) d®
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frE PR RATAT & FANT & X 6T H URUT I Thdl g, Jal WHCAT T
AT g 9¢ fe@d & WS & gATAd =180 8lar, 39 o fege 97 @ & e
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TFAN TG Toopif gafdy o |
TqEIf FaT dcpesa AeYOR, ||

"yat karosi yad asnasi,
yaj juhosi dadasi yat.. |
yat tapasyasi kaunteya,

tat kurusva mad- arpanam"..||

ATy

g Pecigd! o S o weF AT B, S o @i g, S o gaT A &, S o g
T & 3R S &l JoEAT AT &, 37 T A A FAMNT A §T R (W)

Meaning:

Whatever you do, whatever you eat, whatever you offer in a sacrifice,
whatever you donate, whatever you practice as penance, O Kaunteya, offer

it to me.
Explanation:

In the previous verse, Shree Krishna stated that all objects should be
offered to Him. Now He says that all actions should also be offered to

Him. Whatever social duties one may be engaged in, whatever vegetarian



food one may be eating, whatever non- alcoholic beverages one may be
drinking, whatever Vedic rites one may perform, whatever vows and
austerities one may observe, should all be offered mentally to the Supreme
Lord.

Shri Krishna explains the technique of bringing worship into daily life.
Previously we learnt the technique of worshipping Ishvara using simple
offerings like water. Once we get used to the worship of Ishvara in the
home and in the temple, we need to bring that spirit of worship into all of
our actions. In other words, we need to learn how to bring divinity into our
actions. To that end, this shloka urges us to perform all actions as an act of

worship towards Ishvara.

The simplest and most common action we perform is that of eating. Shri
Krishna says that even the act of eating should be considered an act of
worship. Traditionally, before every meal, the first five morsels are offered to
the deity within with the words “praanaaya svaaha”. The rest of the meal
should be consumed with the attitude that the act of eating is occurring in

the service of Ishvara, and not for the appeasement of our senses.

Now, take another action like exercising, for instance. How do we transform
that into an act of worship? Anything that causes discomfort in the short
term, but gets us gains in the long term, is an act of “tapas” or penance.
Shri Krishna says that we can convert any action into a penance if we
imbibe it with the attitude of worship. So if we have to take a long walk for
exercising, for example, we can imagine that we are doing a “pradakshina”,
that we walking around a temple. In this manner, even a discomforting act

becomes divine.

Similarly, any action that requires strenuous effort and long hours can be

made into an act of sacrifice. If we have to put in extra hours of work, we



have to sacrifice our leisure time in the process. We can think of those

extra hours of work as an offering in a “yagnya” or sacrifice.

In other words, we need not go through elaborate rituals with fire and butter
and priests and so on. Any action can be converted into an act of worship.
When we donate, we can think that we are returning to Ishvara what was
Ishvara’s to begin with. When we go on a diet, we can imagine that we are

conserving Ishvara’s energy, and so on.

What is the rationale for “divinizing” all of our actions? The notion of
doership and enjoyership, the two main obstacles to liberation, get
progressively diluted. Instead of thinking “I did this” and “I enjoyed this”, we
begin to think that “Ishvara did it, and Ishvara gets the results”.

Consequently, our stress levels and worries begin to reduce as well.

This takes us back full circle to karma yoga, but with the added dimension
of devotion. Karma yoga without bhakti yoga is incomplete. Without the
attitude of devotion, we can potentially commit wrong or harmful actions that
we will hesitate to perform in front of Ishvara. With devotion, karma yoga is

complete.

Saint Kabir stated this in his couplet: “Wherever | walk, | feel | am
circumambulating the Lord’s temple; whatever | do, | see it as service to
God. When | go to sleep, | meditate on the sentiment that | am offering

obeisance to God. In this way, | remain ever united with Him.”

Without realizing its significance, many people say the following verse in

temples:
kayena vacha manasendriyair va buddhyatmana vanusrita-svabhavat
karoti yad yat sakalamm parasmai narayanayeti samarpayet tat

(Bhagavatam 11.2.36)



“Whatever one does with body, words, mind, senses, and intellect, in
accordance with one’s individual nature, should be offered to the Supreme
Lord Narayan.” However, this act of offering is not to be done at the end
of the work by merely reciting mantras, such as shri krishnaya samarpanam
astu, etc., as is done in the Vedic rituals. It is to be done while performing
the action itself, by maintaining the consciousness that we are working for

the pleasure of the Lord.

So, while defining karma yoga in the 2nd and third chapters, Krishna said
karma yoga is isvara arpana bhavana and prasadah bhavana. Here Krishna
says Niskama kama bhakthi involves i$vara arpana bhavana and prasadah
bhavana; join these two together; what is our conclusion; karma yoga is
identical with niskama bhakthi; Karma yoga and niskama bhakthi are

synonymous.

Then why these two different names? From the standpoint of the action, it is
called karma yogah; and from the standpoint of the attitude, it is called
niskama bhakthi; sadhana dristya karma yogah; bhavana dristya niskama
bhakthi yogah. And therefore, Krishna said, tat kurusva madarpanam;

1Svararpanam.
Shri Krishna reveals the result of worshipful actions in the next shloka.
Footnotes:

1. Devotion comprises three aspects: seva (service), shraddha (faith) and

Ishvara mahaanata (greatness of Ishvara)
|| R wahem 1
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d # gH o Ig o ver § T 58 qegad A # Hew, faea uH, TROT vaA
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TaH 3gH I IR X AT gfl

g & %A @ g JeR F Fenfeaad a=d §U, ITATCHT T g %%aﬁa’raﬁ
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YHTYHERT AT § FAaHA: |

e TEARTgFdTeAT faeaar Aangdsafa
"Subhasubha-phalair evam,

moksyase karma- bandhanaih..|

sannyasa- yoga- yuktatma,

vimukto mam upaisyasi"..| |

ATaTe:



38 YR o THET 30 I RN ®AT & Bell & T4 @ Had g S0 IR A
& @l graies AT Al AT I (FeATH-ET & SaRI) Hel DI TWATCHT H W
Hieh TaIY & & FFA gIohT {87 9o gRI (<)

Meaning:

In this manner, you will be free from the bonds of action and their
auspicious and inauspicious results. Having engaged in this yoga of

renunciation, you will be liberated and attain me.
Explanation:

What happens when we incorporate devoted worship into our life? Shri
Krishna says that we shall be free of the results of action. Our actions give
us results in the form of joy, sorrow, profit, loss, win, loss. Freedom from
results leads to liberation and attainment of Ishvara. This is the ultimate

result of living a worshipful life.

When we walk on the earth, we unknowingly kill millions of tiny living
entities. In our occupational duties, no matter how careful we are in the
fulfilment of our duties, we still end up harming the environment and hurting
others. Even if we eat a cup of yogurt, we still incur the sin of destroying
the living entities that reside in it. Some religious sects try to reduce this
involuntary killing by tying a cloth over their mouth. Even this does not fully

eliminate the destruction of living entities in our breath.

When we perform our actions with the intention of fulfilling our self-interest,
we are culpable for the sins we commit, knowingly or unknowingly. In
accordance with the law of karma, we have to reap their karmic reactions.
Good works can also be binding because they oblige the soul to go to the

celestial abodes to enjoy their results.

This shloka takes us back to the topic of renunciation. In an earlier portion

of the Gita, Shri Krishna had redefined “sannyaasa” or renunciation as giving



up of the attitude of doership, not the giving up of action and retiring to a
hermitage. By submitting our actions and their results in Ishvara hands, we
automatically attain renunciation because we have come to know that it is

Ishvara who is doing and enjoying everything.

As an illustration, let's consider our boss at work. If we do not have
confidence in our boss’s authority and his ability to lead us, our job
becomes complicated, heavy and burdensome. Before we begin a task, we
are worried whether we are doing the right things, and also fear the
consequences of making a mistake. But if we trust our boss’s authority and
his ability to give us right direction, we work effortlessly and fearlessly
knowing that we are carrying out the boss’s command, and that he will take

care of us if something goes wrong.

Similarly, once we realize that it is the infinite Ishvara that is directing
everything, our actions automatically become effortless and fearless. It is like
working for the most powerful CEO or the most powerful President, it gives
us that kind of a confidence and peace of mind. We know that Ishvara is
making us do the right things, and that he will take responsibility for the

results and the consequences.

Shree Krishna gives a simple solution for destroying all karmic reactions of
work. He uses the word sanyas yog, meaning renunciation of selfishness.
He says that when we dedicate our actions for the pleasure of the Lord, we

are freed from the fetters of both good and bad results.

Those who establish themselves in such consciousness are called yog
yuktatma (united in consciousness with God). Such yogis become jivan
mukt (liberated in consciousness) even in this body. And, upon leaving their
mortal frame, they receive a divine body and eternal service in the divine

Abode of God.



Now, if Ishvara is running everything, does that mean that he is partial to

those who surrender to him and those who do not? This is taken up next.
|l f&dr a+am 1)

7d odllF A aftta uw vFR F F 5w & @ atfrs it e sha w4 &) SiREE
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YIS, MR, WA, ¥ TEGH U & H[AR FA @A Sfaaq 1 Rawar &
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Il shrgsraracgaiar Il 9.291
FASE Ay 7 A qEsAsfa @ [ |
¥ soifea @ AT s AR @ QY areIE |

"samo 'ham sarva-bhutesu,
na me dvesyo 'sti na priyah..|
ye bhajanti tu mam bhaktya,
mayi te tesu capy aham"..||

ATy

# qolt grohel A wae w9 & Pyd € give & 7 Rt @ @y w@ar §, kA &
dIg W VT §, W S AT ety AfFd-o1d @ A TROT Aol 8, a9 g JHAA
ferd Tgar & AR # o AfRad ¥7 @ 394 RPyd Tar gl ()

Meaning:

| am the same to all beings, | do not hate nor to favour anyone. But those

who worship me faithfully, they are in me, and | am in them.
Explanation:

Following the argument so far, one may have a doubt that Ishvara is
somewhat partial to his devotees since he offers them liberation, not to
others. Shri Krishna addresses this doubt by saying that he is absolutely
impartial and that he does not hate or favour anyone. The difference in the

result obtained is entirely up to the effort and qualification of the seeker.

Do what you like. God will settle our dispute. He is watching and will
definitely punish you. You cannot escape.” This sort of statement does not
indicate that the person making it is a saint, possessing absolute faith in

God, for even common persons believe that God is perfectly just.

Consider a mother who has to feed two sons. One is a wrestler, and one is
an invalid. She will give a lot of heavy food to the wrestler, and easy to

digest food to the invalid. She cannot be accused of favouring the wrestler



because she is giving food based on his efforts and his constitution. Or
consider the sun who provides the same heat and light to everyone. If you
build a solar power plant, you can generate electricity. If you don’t, you will

not be able to do so.

The rainwater falls equally upon the earth. Yet, the drop that falls on the
cornfields gets converted into grain; the drop that falls on the desert bush
gets converted into a thorn; the drop that falls in the gutter becomes dirty
water; and the drop that falls in the oyster becomes a pearl. There is no
partiality on the part of the rain, since it is equitable in bestowing its grace
upon the land. The raindrops cannot be held responsible for this variation
in results, which are a consequence of the nature of the recipient. Similarly,
God states here that He is equally disposed toward all living beings, and
yet, those who do not love Him are bereft of the benefits of His grace

because their hearts are unsuitable vessels for receiving it.

Similarly, Ishvara is same and equal to everyone. In the Mahabharata, Shri
Krishna gave Arjuna and Duryodhana. They could either use him or his
powerful army for the war. Arjuna chose Shri Krishna and Duryodhana chose
the army. It is the person who makes the right or wrong choice. We can
either put a plug in the electrical socket or our finger. Electricity does not

care, but the results will be different.

Now, if we truly devoted to our family for example, we do not see any
barrier, difference, separation between our family and ourselves. Whatever
do for them, it is as if we do it for us. Whatever they do for us, they do it
as if they were doing it for themselves. Similarly, if we are truly devoted to

Ishvara, we see him in us, and he sees us in him.

Here, the topic of sakaama and nishkaama is concluded (desire- oriented

and desireless devotion). The topic of the glory of devotion is taken up next.

Footnotes:



1. Earlier Shri Krishna had said that Ishvara is not in anyone. This
contradiction is resolved if we consider that each statement is made based
on one’s perspective. If we are a devotee, Ishvara is in us and we are in

Ishvara. If we a materialistic, Ishvara is not in us.
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S, T, HR, U7 Slord, MG T TofAT A& A, H @ 9F, T F &
AT § AP O A W F Reraar 1 amfevl fAwe T e, ey, e,
FIferar Arer, Jaor &1 Y [Awor w5 Y Y F WACH F oM, 39 F O
RHACHT TS g RAHT F 7ol qrell frshre Faraiel gir § H1$ ST ar
3ol LY, da WACHT ¥ $© g1 6], WHACAT TaF 8 37 S Ferddl Hd ¢
ar WATHT & T 3R RATCAT T & HHA FAT g, ST 3gH A TaH HierdT
T TW@oY dTel WHTCAT 9 9eTUTd &l 3RIT of&d gl

T el H Al 3o FsAr & fod ;iel @ AN @ § S A e A
FiST UfhaT I JE X Gohd Fifeh 3o dAG- ATEAT HT AT TIH AT AET H




gfshar Far Al I8 ST THEEIUT & T 39T ¢ [ d8 WHCAT § 39T 39
FI 3IFTIROY JiFd T S | JAFT AN FT Ig TIET HH IET S her off
TET FHR T, dfad & 38 AL F o 3oa @t Fded FH F QU FAT &
€| $ETaTeT I ARUT §A FHHB TaH HHBART T HFd Fl §, S #Hel & o
AT YAET HaT &1 T F M U7 IEH, FHAT 3 AFT IR HT GIATCAT
Pl HIAT, dg A WRATCHT H ST FY 37 T 0T g AT ST 3T g Tgdl i
Jg T 3UT Y U, 37 vaH ot @ g Afed & ol fRE YeR SRAR
gl

1l g 3 aa aall 9.2911

Il shercsreragsiar I 9.30l

Y AYGUERT T AHAATATE |
ARG F HAeded: Fegeegataar & @i

"api cet su-duracaro
bhajate,

mam ananya-bhak..|
sadhur eva sa mantavyah,

samyag vyavasito hi sah"..||

Tare:

Ife 1 o 3HcTed QU HJST ITeg-HTd & A follec TROT Al 8, of T8
fAfRed & @ @y & #wsen afd, it a5 ot w9 @ Ah wfed A @
Faa g1 (39)

Meaning:

Also, even if someone of extremely poor conduct worships me with

wholehearted devotion, consider him a saint, for he has resolved very well.

Explanation:



Shri Krishna begins to explain the glory of bhakti or devotion with this
shloka. He says that devotion is the easiest means of obtaining access to
Ishvara. It is so easy that even a criminal, a sinner in the world can be

considered a saint if he worships Ishvara with wholehearted devotion.

Why is bhakti so great as a means of accessing Ishvara? Bhakti has no
prerequisites. It can be practiced by anyone at any stage in their life. There
is financial, ancestral or intellectual requirement. Moreover, it is not alien to
most of us. Many of us who grew up in the Indian tradition are already
used to performing worship, even if it is for a minute in front of the deity in
our living room. All we have to do is to expand this notion of worship to

include everything we do.

Here, Shri Krishna says that if there is an individual that has extremely bad
conduct, if he is the worst among sinners, if he starts worshipping Ishvara
with single pointed devotion, this resolve is enough to uplift him to the
status of a saint. The word “ananyabhaak” is very important in this shloka. It
means that this person has shifted his attention from all worldly pursuits

including name, fame, money and power. His only goal is Ishvara.

So, this person may not look like a saint outwardly, but he should be
considered a saint, just like one who has checked into a flight is considered
to have already reached the destination, even if it will take some more time.
Such a saint has begun to shift his identification or sense of “I-ness” from
his body to the infinite Ishvara. But his resolve or his commitment to this
path is most important. He should be “samyak vyavasitaha” which means
well determined and be able to absolutely understand as to what the right

thing for him is.

In the scriptures, the classical examples of this are Ajamil and Valmiki,
whose stories are commonly sung in all Indian languages. Valmiki’s impious

deeds were so overbearing that he was unable even to enunciate “Ra..ma,”



the two syllables in Lord Ram’s name. His sins were preventing him from
taking the divine Name. So, his Guru thought of a way of engaging him in
devotion by making him chant the reverse, “Ma Ra,” with the intention that

repetition of “Mara Mara Mara Mara..” will automatically create the sound of
‘Rama Rama Rama..” As a result, even such a fallen soul as Valmiki was
reformed by the process of ananya bhakti (exclusive devotion) and

transformed into a legendary saint.

If this resolve is so important, how does one go about it? How long does it

take? We shall see this next.

1 &y waa 11

WATCAT & Ggl 87 &gl § a1 FANE ¢ safead I g quary =afad o 39a
GUART T AT X & YE T¢ AT X & A WATCHT I UIdel, T & Hged,
FARITFTHAT, RACAT, TAeA, TS & T 3R Fafawm § tad 3o & o0l 3T
TAXOT & o ST & a6 af ff a1y |AT g1 FAifeh WRACAT & TROT § 39 A
HTeHT TRAT et BIcl STl 3R 38 S WATCAT & Hehedr 8 d¢ Smea|

S fIa & SAcAEr & 9id 31@s 36RET 3chedl &1 S, Sl 39 #el Tad 5
1 A BRI T At # WATCHT & IMNT Y ¢ ar HATdT & Sar &1 T
FEd T INTIHAT G gl ARA 9 HiFT ART AT HPTET &0 T Fed TaIH
WAHAT & §, 38 o S o ¥ Foomnior gefr & gem, 3w & & sha &
FHeATuT g |

qd H AT 1T A T T T AT fob T B UISA Fel oh IS &TUT Ag, o 4707
¥ RATCAT & 9o A & o Slia Fsehrd o1a § ATgerd gl Y& Y &l §
38T &70T ¥ A WATCHT & fepe e off & X &ar B F§T AiFT AT H 5@ AR
FtF W TaT T § FEH HFT A FA geaw A 3R F@e Ger @ o
wWer gl e ama At & A 8, F ot A= F TR feg @ @ A
T HfSd NS A H@eAHdl Tad gqedl § 3R e & Fsww sma A,
o9 & wfdd @ & F1§ oY, wft o, w1 o, FQ s v FA F@ gO
YIATCHT HT HIAT AT T R A AN §l 7 @ oF St s @t wr g @




GATCHT FY FIAT &, AT & wIod FIar &, a¥ & &ar &, at & siwrar & @Y & Far &
T ar Afaa 7 B

S & gefer qeemg g o, ar & A6 g1 f o ggel gquremdy € &4 7 g,
forel Fqsg B AT 3§ F Hed T H YeUdT W Idefed gl gl e
gy o fol-depr ATl S dehT @ &eT & sEfod wAH o o qd A
el foh 31 TAT A o AP TROT T &, # 39 o1 Flad <ar § fheq 3T T3
A TROT g 9, safd Sfiiad & oAy TRor Ear arfeul gt ag o o aitor
& THAOT ¥ G4 I Siael fohd Jeh &1 8T grem|

qedier St  fa@r § " 3der A 99 SO @ | e 6 §Ed A
" "EHAT WER 39 aL¥ #1 @l § fF semae & a9 # 3¢ FA A 3TERr
A g areAfF gy dd Fean|" e Hid dedfdE & TR 7 @l Jea
foh o g quErly o1 fF I AT GF AN o Fehal AT AR IH A Hold I AT
W YE har IR A TTY &oT R AAIOT AT ITAT F | 3pforaArer AR o
oo el GUEIT 3799 gUER &1 AT &Y GRATCAT & #7sfel 1 ol 3R a1y
Fgld| SATIT UIMUAT I 3eled Fll doh «hdld el Gar oirdrl AFd Hr
aRUTT Afed & HaYr H AIHSUT CHIVOT X ¢ o Iig Fgrardr St o sarar
B AT AFT AT IRFHT I § a9 O I Fel ardl A€ deerd| I Yy
HhoU YRUT X od & 3R qfPT 3 3ueh 3R 3nedrichAs AT & HRoT
eHTCHAT §oT ST &

A hjca- HiFdcd @ WA AcT- Yey- ey eI § 30 A o« off el o 3o
HeATa®T H A1y faRey fhar 3R M A1 oo gE han, ar ey & g9
UICT gNM ulg ar fhcer off gurany, fenelr o aof, onfa, &9 # grl ar @y & &
Fifeh 39 T AT g 39 AR g I &l

mwwawmﬁﬁﬁaﬁﬁaﬁﬁsﬂawadédﬂm‘ichu%mgaﬂ
IRT &, TE AT F 38 F TR HAT g | FAr IFT 1 s[dehrel 389 T
gfddea TET gidT, 39 &l 3T & JdHAT Hid & IRT 3 TagrR F & ggardar
TAMRT| ITeg AfFd & 3T Tol-dhde, AA-LATY, FHA- ATFd TIHA EH &l
AN FX T o IRACAT I ROT ged § off 8, a6 A & g1 GAST # qiarmeh




FTISST AT SAfehdl T ITUR AT H HIS el HIH HY ol g6 guary gl fohg S
GEREAT d1g, Tohcetr o 931 3TORTeN 31 1 g, WAICHT &I 3y ofFd 4 ag a1y
3T Hoolel § FgerdeN| WATCHT Hl & o WAT & & FUT Hl &, T&T 56
i & YAIONT @Y ¥ WA Y & @r §, cafed dar off W@ @Y, s o
AT g, o AT Iy HiFd H1G F 9 B FAIOT HEAT YE A &l B,
3 AT ¥ 39 & T & HAB &N g SEI &1 A AT AT AT H 37 ThR
& <IfFd 38 HT HiSA HUAT & HROT FgI AT Thd ol Ig Tl AlFd AT off
AT AT TaH FUR HT HifdbRl 3UMT A S o afdr & #Aegw § f&ear
gl

SgagR H TATAT EATeIG Sif & ®Yel &l AG X b g IFd 39ad AT H AT g,
38 T IS 38 F 3ES R R FA F v FEed B g1 o dRoga
1 ¢, 38 Q@ @g gsdr, S 38 39 AY YAgR H UHG g d@r I g,
safu AW afFd o SAER qde & dordl g1 3d: {9 &1 g7 gura
d1 Bl o, $AT I HiFd YE G S g 3§ H S 3H AT Uhhar o =N
qador, 9A, seur AR e arfgel e #fFd amd o1, et @), fSremg e ar
AT, THET g, TgET & AT AT & PG Bh AL ISATl 3H P AG B A
Sfta #r #fFd e e Heded sifda &7 aRafda gy Sy §1 Sha & RATCAT @
Q18T gTed glar &, [T & 98 AR & S1ar &1 Srelerd g AT difedd o, 3w
o ofFa &, ws] A Fur 37 W ;|

TUu @ gH o Fg wied fAwrg o1, Afex S3N, Gk @i, Ay Hal #r 3
A, T HAT F 6l S o TR, RACHAT & AT o, i Hepre gr a1 TseprA|
3id: 98 AT #fed & §7 d gRafda & & weft, ag am=r fhdar o Sear fr
grl

ot eaeie S Fed § & IS Y Y AT I7 gHST AT GehdT, 59 O 98
WO ¥ 39 & v AR o gl Mar S 7Y F1 3wy Faa sy kT &, S9
% T6 TI W GASI H AR o 81, HiT 9T Tl ¢l g T o 38 Toet &
Al ST, 38 & TEd 8 A FAGT Y& FX &ar gl 3HA: Hibd & SIS I[0Tan,
3H, TU, TRI H TRl 6| 57 F o 30 &7 qF FA & faar




39 & 3R T TET GieAdT ST g1 Ig cheier targe AT aRaded & §FT &
gfFd H 39 6T & dF e ¢

qART - Ao A WoT A a1 F w9 ar 3k e Aer & S s aAnt g,
AT FITH AT AT FAAWT & AR A eI AT HfSaA gt & FHANT T AR
A5 el Tl R wnT 15 8t @), A ot faeHan, 9w, s AR feaw &
foar srqot s fdw 31 F=ifF 39 F avma A Q= qoit A sEEw, Fy, T -
Q@AY & AlFa a8 Aad sufaw gafuer sk domad e & F=iaEh & fhg =
& IEwR, W AR A, AW F AT A8 A FEAT AT A AEIA WA AW
FAARN & e FRor AR wHEdor F g GE ¥ S s, 9w 3 feaw @
AT TR & FT WATCAT $T WOT H ATHT YA Fodcd FH I HEHR, e, Alg,
AAAT, A IR W - @Y F [ar AR i Hfd T FF T AW F9F @R
WA AT AFd IR Hera FT HiEFT AN §1 O &7or ST #Y Ig gHS 3T v
5 9 ot #X @1 ¥, 9% a AR ySfa F Fww F Reqy § 36 aor Sfw @@
YT $T HR AR FFT & AT ¥ FAAT S T IEFR § IFd AT AR gEfr
¢ at Sha st st qeas we, soia fdaT &, Ya9a G, 3T FT FeAT TgT 8
FHATl TE §H 3ATIOT A YIsg ZaRT Ford § M Faa W geget 3@ off @
gl

RATHT HT Holel dlel ART g Tl 51T & T yararst IR F FEA F,
Jg EH AT Yed gl

Il gR 3 aa aall 9.3011

Il sheAgseracgaiar Il 9.311

Ay srafa UATHT Ra<aIed fAeafa |
FIFaT yfae=e T 7 daa: goregfa

"ksipram bhavati dharmatma,
$asvac-chantim nigacchati.. |
kaunteya pratijanihi,

na me bhaktah pranasyati"..||



ATy

g 3ol a8 M & AT F Yy &I YA HT ITROT FIAT g3 R Tl 1A
nfed &1 wed @i &, safod q Raed g =iffd ax ¢ fF av #ed el
ST el B &l (3%)

Meaning:

He becomes virtuous instantly and attains eternal peace. O Kaunteya,

declare that my devotee never perishes.
Explanation:

Earlier we saw that the resolve towards devotion is most important. Shri
Krishna further adds to that statement by saying that one who makes such
a resolve attains eternal bliss and peace. He also urges Arjuna to make

such a resolve towards devotion.

Shree Krishna explains that if they continue the process of exclusive
devotion with unflinching faith in God, their hearts will become purified and
they will swiftly develop saintly virtues. Divine virtues emanate from God
Himself. He is perfectly just, truthful, compassionate, loving, merciful, etc.
Since we souls are his tiny parts, we are all naturally drawn to these godly

qualities. But the process of becoming virtuous remains an elusive mystery.

Many commentators explain the word “kshipram” by snapping their fingers. In
other words, the amount of time it takes to snap your fingers is how long it
takes to make a commitment, to make a resolve towards devotion of
Ishvara. When this happens, Ishvara ensures that such a person becomes

virtuous and attains everlasting happiness and peace.

As long as we harbour desires for worldly objects, we will never experience
long- lasting happiness. But by performing actions in the worship of Ishvara,

our notion of doership and enjoyership is destroyed because we are acting



as agents of Ishvara. When doership and enjoyership is removed, desires

are automatically eliminated, resulting in everlasting peace and bliss.

Now, there could be a situation where we work in the spirit of worship for a
while, but fall back into our old desire- prompted actions again. Shri Krishna
says that as long as we have made a commitment to devotion, Ishvara will
ensure that we do not fall, we do not perish. However, Shri Krishna is
specific in his statement that the resolve has to come from the devotee, not
from Ishvara. Ishvara may break a promise that he has made himself, but

he will always stand by a resolve that is made by his devotee.

Krishna asks "Arjuna take my promise, and not only you should take this
promise from Me, you have to declare, publicise this promise through all the
media; radio, TV, internet media; (now you have to include all the media),
all over the world you publicise this promise of mine. A devotee of the Lord
will never have a spiritual fall; very careful;, he will never have a spiritual
fall; material ups and downs are bound to come; through prarabhda; But he
will never fall spiritually; only higher and higher and higher; therefore, this is

my promise and therefore become My devotee."

So therefore, a person who has the tendency to commit wrongdoing can
also become a devotee. What other types of people can become devotees?

We shall see next.

1 &y wae 1)

qﬁ%%aﬁwmwaﬁé’rm%ld‘yadlqldﬁwaﬁﬁ%ﬁmﬁ&‘ﬁ
Teh IR A JFT &7 AT T OTT & T gehs o af gHe & 39 6
WA glell AR &1 I H&hR 3H Sod H 78 ol 3ol ofer H fheq WA
U WACHT @ HIFd Bl dlell WA I I 9Ied giam & g1 aifeh aneh e
TaH N g § sHfed Farfad qgife & o e @RI & A A8 8
HehdTl




AT AT H A TGH THATT H hadl 3T & 3T TaH AN gdar T 377 &
St fAfdd e &1 ioe oo B, 3o aff A1 He §ofd UaH FEAdd qdeh
Saed Tdld o el diat 8d UdH THTT T U UIH AUl oAgl &l dohd gl
foheq aifea AR @l & T Gorr B RATCHT A1 1T T 3fORR arg v oft
U, AT AT 379 gefer I, Fll ol FAT &9 § g1 6fFq ar 99 & WA &
frq woaT sreq @ W ¥ Ffoa, FITF wFa BFY Fea ¢ I e rea 12 A
faFar @ 93

Shael & 9fd #ig AR 7 38 & A5¢ g & Eal ¢ Fdih Siid 7 & I 54
&8 ¥ 90T et @ & Aear § fhg &8 A dRade e §, Sfa que ae
A <§ AT T AT T8 YROT AT &, 38 H FAcG gl & A &l Heleg s
& IE oI Pl FHS Ul g1 AT HAET & AR ®l JlFd H FHEAT Hobr Ha
Wl 8, W AfFd A6 & 9 HIS qUany 8 ool e & ol Sirar § ar e
Aot 3H & AHA TIHA IGHOT A @ F Hifcdsh ION F1 GHIT §¢ ST Bl
safor a8 UATHAT R Yo o g1 ST ¢

I8 U fAcyled § [ &dl & deod W hAd 39a 39§ Sl §, S $Is
TIE fHAT T & GHICHAT EoA AR &, AN 38 YA g H <l ol Weg
3R g8 el F & deo of AT H UHcAT § T U IEAT A& deel oA, A
I §g STodl THICHT ST S| TH & GART § qUOny Y F 9rar] g 3R
HaTale] A § UF AU 3G &I Feol &l g, ol 96 g6l Sfeal UHATCHAT 8 ST g

THTCHAT gt ¥ 37T T & TTY T TT & TFa-e gl ¥ g QRad eMfed
UIeed &1 S Bl dhael HEN & WY ey A @ & IHA 3N FAg 81 @l
|

3T AT 3ol 1 TAefich glhy Ig EIWUM &l I g § Toh 3eleh 7okl T
F3 gaeT FET BTl I8 TE sl Fed b AR FHT gdeT AgT glar 3R o & 98 I
FEd & [ FHAT (FHFPIUS FI Uleled el dTell) HT Ided Aal aidl, I Hddl 379l
Herll T ool & § o SoTenr el Taamrer =781 giell' 30 bR & YoT: TET Qe &
ST 3egle 39 NEAT & 913U Wi H FEl § & T 39 W 3BT 3R 3aThr
Heled HiFd # ol oercl I @M HT a¥ica U I od gl T8 o Th ggoll




i gicll § fob AehsuT g ENVUN Fa el & T W 375l I Ig BNV Hdel
& forT gt #gd £? STHr SRUT J§ ¢ T v aREufaar & e & 5 R
AT gl 9T AT Ul § fhed a9 Ig 161 Ugd b IoAhr s Hell faaer
BIehY 3T el 79T X I3GTEXvny AIHsur o Ug Hehod fordT AT fh & HETHARA &
gt & NI EF G 3o fhe Sia fsH Uamae fSieg 3ofehl WA S AT
ST 8, & FE Hehew forar f 3mq] St gRE o @& a1g13| ot el argeneietet &
Aecte] A o FET3| 6 30Tl T T 3 8l b ST o g Hiar A1 R
ANPSUT T 3H & T g AFT 306 & U faaer X INar 38 G rar] A
gfdel af ¢ SEll, W e (3frsash) 7 gfcaem =g ol s o sise &y
fer=T &1 8T 8 Hdel aael 1 HaT Y e

ol A WY I & AW elld H HFAs A FEr AT wgR el A
AT e TR T &1 31cT: HITale] 3ol & @egd § T far q oicr=m &Y o
FROT fF o g@rT afaem aRat W IR # g o ol wfaem dsar argam, ar o
IS T Wgam, Y 3R LI & PleT AT g3 o IR a7k Tfciam Y, o 34
gfa= & faegy A gfdar o 7€ woel| A sorq &1 faamer 317 aded &7 gar
g FEa T Acad § o 9 a8 @dwr W GFAW @ AT §, o T 3H & Gl
$r FogeaArT off GeEaaar d87 W IdeT &l SROT ar RN & 1Y 9T JFaeel
A @ & AT 38 A §C FF-08 TG 3@ g 59 J8 3ea9a § W
& WFAW B a1, dl 3T 38d Ude H FEAEST g & FH Fohel § gUEny o
SIS #7F B Hehell @, dl T 39 gl o &g 98 YeT: GUaRT 8f1 g1 Ahll &, o
=TT FEAT &1 3F =T F &7 A & o HIA Fed & [ Jg =T Fgl ALt
AT A T o qUary & guarly off ad 91 v §, W HFA gl & q1G 3T
T T Iefel wET BT Fehdl 31T & T RN #ET 9o Fohdl | $H YehR $9Tale] o
= H S a0 §S Bl I ST~y 3R g At & ey @d &

oS Toh Ul 92V 39 €6 fARud @ R @Rt 3eTegsifad #T T ol g,
ds g e & eHIcHT S ST &1 J&g a¥F Te [y & g I 3 ey
T¢ 3R WeeT [Asarqds § df a8 3rawhel FEl g gl




Tl I YT, Felleldl, AT FI RLAT IJAATH, T MU IR dRVT R FRIAT
AR Fufd W 91d Far IF §, STads qACHT H HiFT H WURT ST dE A A
gl a8 38 A TR B, 3 H YR 37 HI H SN FAT §1 FE@ IR,
dRTeT X 3R 9= 3ATeT Fr arelr foRdT off A ST @ gl

T TFeR F=ll A "ss” 9 A A ddleie ARy 3R I IR &
FRUT AAH @il 38 &R F e fgar srar g 3k O o a9 & 39 i
HETCHAT FHST T faeard ol @ o1 Yo &l & &1 37 & faead A @,
gg Ield 3MTEROT &l e 3 329 & 3T & X 319s WU T IWET & &l &
HR $9aR HeFcd AT Gl i qUT &t B ST Sieer, faear, 9A & 6y FA0T
IR AU F s AFT BT & O 39 F WA AfFd 39HT w T dHa &
Th| 38 A QUG cATIREE ST Feh| 3ol YUH 3eqg & #Hlg 3R 67 @
IMeATIRaE @ gF &1 Mar 38 FA A A 96 @ &, o 7 FavYF 36T &
Al & 3T 3EH AT & AT S TS fHAT =T

3ol o favie # 38 e A N & §F T, 38 Hog & 3T WR &7 75 glar
& HASCT UT| 3HT: RACH o 3ol & Ig Adolfereh @O Ffdefeeyr tasd  qof
faeara & @Y I @ Hgl & S 3A Heleg Ha @ Yol §, 96 AASC gl i
59 cAfad AT g7 a1 38 A AR TIA S S & o vad @i ge
faeara @1 9T gvd A F A, P gFdr IR feIm g3m g fAder redd
JHTARITSN 8T &, Fdifeh aer e Ao of & -1 &7 bt T &7HAT H 8T
BTl 38 & NS WHeR FY T P TS A Tg e & G eww @ oA
X, # g o, @ & gAY Ffaq &1 cATIaE 96 T §| 98 FE T A A
Sof TR &THaT & T@ar B, e Rl ael T WY W §TY &1 dl 1 %l ol 318
Tt g1 S

doTEd! YaekdT o 3TcATaeard dfigd g g eal &, fARIer Sl dAES Sl &
{9 9% Fca UaA #aded WG & FROT 36A H F&GI 1 S A @ ¢, 98 39
FT AT &l AfFT T AT & ded Te Ad § 3R HFd THST S ar & F g
fca, amel 3R 3rhdt &) X 9TEA #T 8 I B




AT AT Y 96T AfFT oI Ig AIAdH 39T GUAIRAT TaH dSREET HT AT AT
YT A F N Fhed arell H 5T TR 39N &, 3T ged &

Il gR 3% aa aall 9.3111

Il shAgsreragaiar Il 9.321

wt f o wider AW g g |
fExat dearrayr qEreash® arfea o aifas i

"mam hi partha vyapasritya,
ye 'pi syuh papa-yonayah..|
striyo vaisSyas tatha stdras,

te 'pi yanti pararm gatim"..||

ATy

¢ gUIgA! &, dvF, g 3T R off feT-Afe & 3ot gl arel Hopsy gl, 9%
T AW RUT-TGUT FTeh AY TWH-YUTH I & 9IeT 8l &l (3R)

Meaning:

Surely, O Paartha, even those who are born of sinful origin - women,
traders, and also labourers, they attain the supreme state by taking refuge in

me.
Explanation:

This is another milestone shloka that has the potential to be misinterpreted if
it is quoted out of context. Here, Shree Krishna states that irrespective of
birth, gender, caste, or race, whoever takes complete shelter of Him will
attain the supreme goal. Such is the greatness of the path of devotion that
everyone is eligible for it, whereas in other paths there are strict criteria for

eligibility.



For the path of jAiana- yog, Jagadguru Shankaracharya states the eligibility:
“‘Only those who possess the four qualifications—discrimination, detachment,
disciplined mind and senses, and a deep yearning for liberation—are eligible

for practicing the path of jAana- yog."

In the path of karm kand (Vedic rituals), there are six conditions to be met:
“Six criteria must be fulfilled for the fruition of ritualistic activities—the proper
place, the correct time, the exact procedure and correct enunciation of
mantras, utilization of pure materials, a qualified Brahmin who performs the

yajfia, and staunch faith in its efficacy.”

In the path of ashtang- yog as well, there are strict regulations: “Perform

hatha- yog in a pure place, while seated immovably in the proper asan.”

In contrast, bhakti-yog is such that it can be done by anyone, at any time,

place, and circumstance, and with any material.

Shri Krishna also says that women, traders and labourers are born out of
‘paapa yoni” which literally means “sinful wombs”. He says that women,
traders and labourers are also equally qualified to become liberated through
the path of devotion. So, to properly understand the meaning, let us look at

the historical context and the symbolism that underpins this shloka.

As we have seen so far, the Gita attempts to remove misconceptions about
spirituality that were prevalent when it came out. One prevalent
misconception that was present throughout history was that only the brahmin
and the kshatriya communities were solely qualified for liberation. Any other
community was termed as “sinful”. Therefore, Shri Krishna vehemently
refutes this misconception using the language that was prevalent at that

time.

Now let's look at the symbolism by focusing on the attributes of the

communities mentioned, not by focusing on their birth- given caste or



gender. A “sinful origin” or “sinful womb” per this shloka symbolically refers
to a low level of sattva guna, and a high level of rajas and tamas which

causes such attachment to worldly matters.

How does that manifest in people? All are not concern with physical body or
class of Verna, but it relates to quality of typical kind of people. The quality
of being too attached to children and family is termed as “women” in this
shloka. Similarly, a “trader” is too attached to money and commerce, and a
‘labourer” is too attached to the fruits of his own efforts. Unlike other types
of spiritual practice that require a high level of detachment, bhakti or
devotion does not require such a qualification.Therefore, Shri Krishna praises
the path of devotion because anyone who has such deep attachments to

worldly matters can attain liberation through devotion.

So, when even those with a material attachment can attain liberation through
devotion, how do people with a high level of detachment fare? This is

covered next.
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Now why Krishna enumerates striyah; vaisyah; $udrah? The first thing we
should understand: Vedanta is primarily a pursuit of wisdom and wisdom is
something which is connected with your mind and intellect only; it is
connected with the suksma $ariram, it has nothing to do with the physical
body. Physical body is not going to gain knowledge. Therefore whenever we
are talking about qualifications or disqualification, we are not bothered about
the physical personality; because physical personality has nothing to do with

knowledge.

That is why in Tatva Bodha, when we talked about qualification, we did not
talk about height, we did not talk about weight, we did not male or female
gender; it was only said sadana catustaya sampathi and all the qualifications
are connected with what is the subtle body or the mind. Therefore when we
talk about striyah; vaisyah; and sudrah; we should remember, it has nothing
to do with the physical stritvam; physical vaisyatvam; or physical sudratvam;
it is talking about three types of inner personality; we are not talking about
whether a person is physically women or physically man. Then we have to
find out what type of personality is meant by stri? What type of personality

is meant by vaisya? And what type of personality is meant by $udra?

| will use the word svabhava stritvam; svabhava vaisyatvam; and svabhava
sudratvam; not sarira stritvam; sarira vaisyatvam and S$arira sudratvam. We
are not bothered about the physical gender. Now what is the svabhava
stritvam? It refers to an overwhelming emotional personality, which obstructs
the rational thinking; a personality in whom emotions dominates over reason;

manomaya kosa dominates over vijnanamaya kosa; because according to



sastra, vijnanamaya kosa or rational thinking, should have control over over
emotion. If emotions are going to control over reason, that person is an
emotional person. And such an emotional personality will have lot of problem

with Vedantic knowledge.

What is primary problem? An emotional personality always values personal
relationships and attachment. It wants to be personally associated with
someone, and personally someone should love me; there must be someone
whom | can tell: | love you; and someone should regularly tell me: | love
you; this need of emotional prop is very important; whereas in Védanta, we
talk about growing out of sanga or relationship; because we want to come
to this knowledge that aham asangam brahmasi; asangoham; asangoham;

asangoham puna punah;

Then vaisyah; if you remember the fourth chapter analysis, we have defined
vaisya svabhava as a rajasic mind; an outgoing mind; which wants to earn,
which wants to acquire; which wants to accomplish, which is a commercial
mind. So even if it comes to religion, even if you come to Rishikesh; you
will be interested in rudraksa vyaparam and conclude that there is a good
profit there; it is everywhere profit only; the commercial mind; that is vaisya
mind; it has nothing to do with jati or birth; even a maha Brahmana by birth;
if he is commercial minded, he will come under guna vaisyah. Here we are
not talking about jati vaisyah; we are talking about guna vaisyah; so guna stri

over; guna vaisyah over.

Then what is the third one; sudrah: sudrah, we saw in the fourth chapter, as
tamo guna pradhanah. So one who is given to indolence, laziness; and
animalistic living; who has got one philosophy; as we say in Hindi; kao, pio,
maja karo; eat drink and be merry. So tamasic mind; very close to animals;

so, such a mind again guna udrah.



Even those people who have got certain disadvantages or handicaps, even
those people can take to bhakthi and attain liberation. So disadvantaged
people also can take to bhakthi and attain liberation. By disadvantage we
mean, any type of handicap; physical handicap or emotional handicap, or
intellectual handicap; (nothing is understood Swamiji, if you say, it is
intellectual handicap) or, environmental handicap or parental handicap; a
person born to a parent who is a nasthika, atheist. Or imagine even a
Prahlada who is born to a Hiranyakasipu; an asura, who never has devotion.
In fact, he says: never say Narayana Namah; Hiranyakasipave namah only
you should say: With this nasthikya disadvantage also, a person through

devotion can attain liberation.
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% qasiesom: quar serar TerdEEaa |
FfacaagE AFAA 9T seE AHI

"kim punar brahmanah punya,
bhakta rajarsayas tatha..|
anityam asukharm lokam,

imam prapya bhajasva mam"..||

TaTe:

or T qUATCAT STEAvT, Herdl 3R TS &THal &1 o @galr & a1 §, SHidv
&10T # ¢ gl dTel g A M §U 39 Siiaed # iR AW & TRT I (33)

Meaning:

What (to speak) again of pious brahmins and royal sages? Having obtained
this impermanent world, which is devoid of happiness, you should worship

me.
Explanation:

Shri Krishna concludes the topic of the glory of devotion by asserting that
everyone, including brahmins or sages who have renounced the world, as
well as “raajarshis” or sages who have become kings. Having described the

glory of devotion, he then instructs Arjuna to worship Ishvara.

In describing the glory of devotion, Shri Krishna highlighted three types of
people. The worst kind of person is a sinner, who has such a high level of
attachment to the material world that he is ready to harm others. A better
type of person is a sinner who has a lower level of attachment to the
material world such as a businessperson. Better than that person is
someone like a sage who has the lowest level of attachment, which means
that highest level of detachment or vairagya. It does not matter which kind

of person wants to become a devotee. Everyone is eligible.



When even the most abominable sinners are assured of success on the
path of bhakti, then why should more qualified souls have any doubt? Shree
Krishna thus beckons Arjun, “A saintly king like you should become situated
in the knowledge that the world is temporary and a place of misery.
Engage vyourself in steadfast devotion to Me, the possessor of unlimited
eternal happiness. Else the blessing of birth in a kingly and saintly family,
good education, and favorable material circumstances will all be wasted, if

they are not utilized in the pursuit of the supreme goal.”

Shri Krishna also explains the reason for seeking the path of devotion. He
says that the world in which we live in has two main defects. It is anityam
or impermanent, and it is asukham or devoid of joy. We usually rush into
worldly pursuits such as money, positions, wealth, fame, titles and so on.
None of those are permanent or will give long- lasting happiness. We
sometimes think that others who possess these things are happier than we
are, but that is not true. Impermanence and sorrow is the nature of this

world.

Therefore, Shri Krishna urges us to follow a single pursuit. How do we do

it? He explains this in the next and concluding shloka in this chapter.

1 &y waa 1

9@ & Qaﬁaﬁé’rmmﬁ? HaTalel AT HSUT wEd [ Alfd, 3o, 317ed,
3UCISY, €U TGHA %€ & A W FA A dld SEAUT UdH  He -
et & gar, old, warfasa, Foft IS 78 goa &1 THT @A aTel ITHIS
&3 39eT 0T TaH HA F ASS g g, o o HiFd Fd g o ar AR o I
gl WIRU| SHIOR 3ol Sl FOHd & &1 TaH JAoThiY H1G & §, 3§ &
AT HH ¢<a§0q<alcala#mﬁ$ﬁﬁa%ﬁ%mﬁmwaﬂmﬁﬁm,
RIar vad 9T &7 A1 &




HfFTATT carT AET A AT § gred ART § R o GHER A FA FE R, T§
Hid AT At 3rATedf, e ar foreig srerdl ar foeer a1 99 A & o dfaa
e &1 AART A FAART e & O @ 7 gewn S

oiddiaye A aftid &1 & Easg & Tar a I8 ey = & oI
3eqFd AR FEA WA & TF TF S & Hel HROT §, Wl @ gl b
STE HT Th Bl of HY M IR <@ 37 & Mok F47 g1 edahd o oar &
T, 39 & BT & A5 HT QT 3R Fgl 39 H B¢ o a7 3R = &1 Tar
T, T Th AT A ol R 37 ANF F G WAhg o NS A A5 F @M 3R
wgl fh 50 A Fo 7 Bl A9 38 & A 9, 59 d ¢ $o g fewdr, a8
5 AT S@IG & U5 & FRG gl FEH TR FOC H Hl ded IS, 3Hefod,
Fdehe], T, TacT IR Jd-a®T ¢, TR IYRMFT JefOedl A & GHS
Mg fohe] ATACASD AT & FEA 90T S & a1 Heen, UH, dicded,
ST, ey UaH @@ @ & 39 A T 5T & YU g THa g, ow @
gfoed UaH ARRUT ¥ seAcHFT fr Tufa greg & o1 @hdr &1 §9R & S
HIGeTT, HYATIA, Sy, fIearE, & & Al & T&awT H @« A fAdar §, a8 a1
GART &g WIod FeT fhar ST ehd|

AT AN H A AT & T Fd A F€AT A §C IR qOT srEA, G,
T TIA YF TAW ATV TF U fASEE Fw AT weAw W omemRa anl R
dfFd AW A AT AH wE R[Afise wffy woa e § Ieew wRer vaw
FAOT G IuRT vaw gorw ¢ ogafad wEr vt s¥Ewdr @ amy A
fnfoa frar mam sw & quEd, gwafe, wf, e, gw, IR b e
deafag sreavr 7 fasnfaa fFam amam aeafg seEsvr A ST @ quw 3w
& A AT F FROT @ AT 31 #1Fa a1 7 77 e A vaw A T
W IURE & T ey, fRa™ a7 99 & FA, TR @A AT W
TR &1 a0 I1 Sfd cgaeyr &1 Aar # FE& W A 77 @ F$ oS G
g1 A & A F AR I FT AT ¥

Mar FA g g & HROT HiFT AT 7 o w7 A guar § 3rdva wfET v
HY Fg AGT & Hehll foh TAOT TaH HAUY & AT Slid 3Gl &heled AT el



TR A FGAAT AT W | A 7 @ Fgleam 1fed AT & gU, 37 F FAS
& U H HAT AN 3 & @ R §T FHAT F & B ¢

HeTT H GAT H 91F gl & foIv fAsTH FT ART €A1eT 37 11 W3S gam S
Ugs H FAGR gl SATIT 3§ 3og faRed TAT & 397 AR ggad & alh aar
X 31Td W ¢ b IfT T oF 39 FEF T F 347T Agad & ar 39T 9
g Sear Ify R Aard a1 3aa ot & 9T 8 F afe 9 s 3= e @
Ife gerg Y ar AT BN 39 U T 3R ARad & genm & 9 sHeR o1
oo R_fT & 9 g & 3% AR oemeen, ar g Jr ag o ar e ar
& 9 T of 38 B SN o AR & § arifeh #er 3R qefer dr drgar, I
Wl 3R TEqd #el HT &THAT o 98 Yd oAl & YA ¥ Ygd § & ured &
gl g1 ST 38 o o AFT @ &l &7 IvaT Il T AT 3UTe §
AT Y T & AT Il T 3T ST Sl GIARTA Y =l =g

3c: 3ol T HIA dgd & fh JH o TSRV &I @, S guEny, g
el F1 A FANG F YR AT §, o JH o A5 Sldr A gl 3 IS e
T dleil FA IR {770 W 59 § Jrely TAed FAsd & f@aror A garn
g1 S|

39 YeR Mar & 39fAvel & FeACAFT N HAglT A i T8 g7 #ewT, e
e 3R 99 & TY WACAT &1 TROT TaH FHAUYT Hg Thd g, dg &
ged, oMY, A, TN, 997, AHUNT SEAT, g, &y vaA SEdAvr @i S
3qersy Y fear Irr| AT H sE & @A F fadue G gu HiFd A
TaH AT AR & GA-ad H fear aam g1 36 @ qd off g7 o afar & e
UgH A AT § ff 99T Yer U1l safedy INar §He # 9T, 39 &A™, dg
ﬁ?ﬂaaﬁﬁaﬁg’(faam ACIABT & WA ded A g7 FT YR 9red Y,
fergr 15 7l

AT, €T, A TIA T T AT 9T A qO7 B gU Sl ThAT a9 ¥ A &,
Sl 39T A TaHA efd ¢aRT SId b WATCHAT HT ged H TGSl dh =Tl
YROT AT AT, T Toh 38 & Thid ¥ FFY Shojed VaH lddcd a9 § ST
& @l B HIaleT 9H & @l §, 38 HIs AHSFN AT e, S o 38 e 4




TAOT T 8, 96 U #1 g1 e g1 g o9 Al off st v enifey 3@ gt
& o I% W @ 399 QBN AT H AR

3Mr fFAATT F FH F FFd gT, AT 3ol @I AT FEd §, I ol

Il gR 3% aa aall 9.3311

Il shAgsreragaiar Il 9.341

HeAAT H AEHFAT AT AT AHTEHS |
ARSI FacdaA AT HERIT: ||

"man-mana bhava mad-bhakto,

mad-yajl mam namaskuru.. |
mam evaisyasi yuktvaivam,

atmanam mat-parayanah"..||

ATaTe:

g IS T HF H G AT BRI R, W@ oFd I, AY & T X 3R 7
8 UUTH X, 38 YhR U Hel H HH WACHT H 07 & § &R & & &
RROT g  AfRad &9 & 78t & e gem (3v)

Meaning:

keep your mind in me, become my devotee, perform actions for me,
surrender to me. In this manner, engage yourself in me. By making me your

goal, you will attain only me.
Explanation:

Shri Krishna concludes the ninth chapter with a “take home message”. He
gives us specific, tangible and practical instructions to bring the teachings of
this chapter into our life. Having declared that this world is impermanent and
devoid of joy, he wants us to follow a new way of life that orients us

towards Ishvara and away from the world.



Let's look at the most important instruction first. Shri Krishna wants us to
make Ishvara as our sole goal in life. How does this work in practice? If for
instance, we are ready to go to college, it should be in line with our
svadharma so that we get skilled in performing our work. If we want to get
married, it should be with the intention of serving our family and our

parents. Any time we serve someone else, we are serving Ishvara.

Namaskuru (the act of humble obeisance) effectively neutralizes vestiges of
egotism that may arise in the performance of devotion. Thus, free from
pride, with the heart immersed in devotion, one should dedicate all one’s
thoughts and actions to the Supreme. Shree Krishna assures Arjun that
such complete communion with Him through bhakti- yog will definitely result

in the attainment of God- realization; of this, there should be no doubt.

Now once this goal is set, everything else falls into place. Shri Krishna
wants us to keep on contemplating Ishvara and perform all our actions for
Ishvara. The more we do this, the more will our ego get subdued, and this
is how we will convert ourselves into a true devotee. We may encounter
people and situations that are unpleasant, disagreeable and not to our liking.
Even in the midst of this we should bow down and surrender to Ishvara,
knowing that it is our past actions that are manifesting as unpleasant but

temporary situations.

So thus what are the five conditions to be a bhaktha?:
1. Develop devotion to Me.

2. Make Me as your ultimate goal.

3. Do not lose sight of Me as the goal.

4. Convert every moment of your life into a purificatory exercise; and



5. Always surrender to the Lord and do everything with Lord's blessings.

What is the end result? If we are ever engaged with Ishvara throughout our
lives, if we make Ishvara our goal and refuge, we will certainly attain him.
This attainment is explained in the sixth chapter as “Yo maam pashyati
sarvatra sarvam cha mayi pashyati”. We will not view the world as different

from us. We will see Ishvara in all, and all in Ishavara.

1 &Y gefem 11
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¥ adcaffd Aresrragharufavey seafdegmr aenmer st FeorSAEa
TSI ATH AqAISEA: |

| |om tatsaditi Srimadbhagavadgitasiipanisatsu brahmavidyayam yogasastré
$rikrsnarjunasamvade rajavidyarajaguhyayogo nama navamo'dhyayah | |

Tare:

3 YR 3UTIve, SEATICHT TUT IR & AHAe §19Tde, IMNr & Ahsur- 3ol
Hale H AAAeT- AT AT I Atdl ey q9o7 g3m |

Meaning:

Thus ends the ninth chapter named Rajavidya rajaguhya yoga in Srimad -
Bhagavad Gita, which is the essence of the Upanisads, which deals with
Brahman- knowledge as well as the preparatory disciplines, and which is in

the form of a dialogue between Lord Krishna and Arjun
I gR: 3% aq aq |

Explanation:

Summary of Bhagvad Gita Chapter 9:

In the previous chapter, Shri Krishna described the endless cycle of creation
and dissolution of the universe, and how all beings are stuck in that cycle.
In this chapter, he began to reveal an extremely profound and secret
knowledge to Arjuna that would allow him to escape this endless cycle. That
knowledge is devotion or bhakti towards Ishvara. It is the easiest means of
obtaining liberation, easier than performing rituals or penance or renouncing

the world.

What is this knowledge? Ishvara is the ultimate cause of the universe.
Everything is sustained by Ishvara. Everything is in Ishvara, like the wind is

in space. We are not able to see Ishvara because our senses are



preconditioned to only perceive names and forms, just like we see a blue

sky where there is no real blue colour.

Ishvara becomes the ultimate cause of the universe through his power
known as Prakriti. Through this power, he creates the world of names and

forms, sustains them and eventually dissolves them.

Prakriti is nothing but the three gunas. It is a fully automatic system that
delivers results to individuals based on their actions. Most people are stuck
in this system and cannot get out because they are bound by selfish
actions, they are too attached. Ishvara is an observer of this system. he

does not get bound by Prakriti because he is unattached.

In order to free ourselves from the entrapment in Prakriti we have to
change our conditioning and rid ourselves of all misconceptions regarding
Ishvara. The first misconception: Ishvara is finite human entity. The second
misconception: | am body, mind, intellect. Third misconception: worship of
finite deities will give infinite and permanent results. One by one, each of

these misconceptions is clarified.

The easiest way to dispel all these misconceptions is to worship Ishvara, to
follow the path of bhakti. There are several ways to bring this into our daily
life. We can constantly meditate upon Ishvara as the cause of everything.
This is known as “jnyaana yagnya”. We can perform actions in service of
Ishvara. We can begin to see Ishvara in objects, people, and situations
through pointers. Shri Krishna provides several pointers. For instance, we
can learn to see Ishvara in our parents, our grandparents, in the weather

cycle and so on.

Next, Shri Krishna describes two kinds of devotees. The sakaama or desire-
oriented devotee performs rituals so that he can attain heaven after his

death, but ultimately comes back to earth after his merits are exhausted.



The nishkaama or desire-less devotee only wants Ishvara. In an oft-quoted
shloka, Shri Krishna says that Ishvara always takes care of desire-less
devotees by giving them what they need at the right point in their lives

including food, shelter, wealth, knowledge and a teacher.

We also learn that Ishvara does not expect big offerings when we worship
him. In fact, he is happy with simple things like water, leaf, fruit or flowers.
We can also offer our work and action to him when we serve others. What
he wants the most is the feeling of devotion when we make the offering.
Ishvara is impartial like the sun and rain and will reward us based on our

faith and effort.

The glory of devotion is that it is accessible to everybody, from sinners to
people of great worldly attachment all the way to sages. Everyone can
worship at any point in their lives. There is no qualification to begin the path

of devotion.

Shri Krishna ends this chapter with an actionable message. He says, “Keep
your mind in me, become my devotee, erform actions for me, surrender to

me.” This is the instruction for devotion towards Ishvara.
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