Preamble: Chapter Sixteen "The Devine And Demoniac Nature's " - Daivasura Sampad Vibhag Yog.

This chapter expounds on the two kinds of human nature—the saintly and the demoniac. Shree
Krishna explains that the saintly-nature develops in humans by cultivating the modes of goodness,
by following the instructions given in the scriptures, and purifying the mind with spiritual practices.
Such behavior attracts daivi sampatti or godlike qualities, eventually leading to God-realization.
Contrary to this, the demoniac-nature develops by associating with modes of passion and ignorance
and materially focused lifestyles that breed unwholesome traits in human personality. This leads the
soul finally to a hell-like existence.

Shree Krishna enumerates the saintly virtues of those endowed with a divine nature and then
describes the demoniac qualities that should be shunned consciously. Else, these will drag the soul
further into ignorance and samsara or the cycle of life and death. In the end, Shree Krishna declares
that the knowledge of the scriptures helps in overcoming ignorance and passion. They also guide us
to make the right choices in life. Therefore, we must understand their teachings and injunctions and
accordingly perform our actions in this world.

Courtesy (for Preamble): The Songs of GOD by Swami Mukundananda ji.

|| IRATGHT - SISRNSTR " CARRATG AU ||

Y eATT P AT SATRRIE FAURTINT @1 71 81 IIa S ¥ 3l Usgd S1ear b I,
&, 873 TaH IS8 B g4 7 UgTl 39 & Heg 3 He Aaqd! BT Ht Wfared qui Smar St qdigor
T god 81 PR 39 YUR & gl WA 1 HTaH 3 S 7% fSepa gau # o o, & erh aas
R 3ad 3R 98 WEY DI gl TgaHd, SUT BT WHIHRU B & [0 30 A HI =gy
fopan mar B

TBNIH IR qufsiet 1 9l 9 B, 3fc: T & 9w § 39  3ifiih 33 e 3R 9 31 A
et Tgar! fhg S fopeft oft samenr & ot YT & S1e UHRR 1 HRIHH $6 AW &Y s
WY A 3R G arelt ! o iR gfaemait &1 fARre=or fapan wirar 2, 39 8 3 i sream
o gg Tiar ¥ 3u e faaxur &1 favga faded wiram ft w01 9 gt HFagiRes Sitaq o i
F T AT ST 31T Hedqul 8, Sl gARY g [eit & I, Hid 3R e wearht o fag
JHR UT 6, Faard g1 3ifaw sreamg § War &1 IuEER +ft g1

I B U SHR -0 A YT U Sl ¢ fobg sanfifa o7 fHgw g o o fsdt MR
P # IS Bt & 9 oF I B 16! Hae Hf sgat 7 Sl afeTd I @t gf § g9



3T 1 ff UaT It & TR 89 T8l oM | Ueh Ao Aigl 819 & A1 W W&, I, IR Tad
fgur g1 & =fed fobeg 89 =g & o1, Agurar aw weeiial &1 I g1 o s 31 98
3[EATT GHAR 3 TIUN TR YHT STAdT & 51 F HRUT 87 30 &I J-1 A0 gU off o |
Yoo T3 ¢

YHTRI T BT Yl § 3R UBR BT HT UG 8, SHUPR Wd T Pls WY Tl 81 UHfd &
A ToT H A B, I & AT H I 1 81F BT 3R BT Ul § 3R 39 &1 fIudia srawa
LR gfar Tfeas o &1 3ivTa g1 URATeT It & geu o g1 | g foban uepfa & urwrem &
IR § 0 9 81 IR BRAl 3| UAH offd &l v & ISR 8, 3T et o1 FefRor vl
R §, I B TRATHT 1T 3 FH & fow foiaR =181 &, 31 o i &1 & forg off

ITRE e ¥ 3uferg oyt g g o @ eruTd B, Wd H 18 07 e | o A e,
3fTafad, iy, Ty, Hig, gom 3fife § Sfta i &l &, 39 H A1 Ul & 3THTG g, 3R ]

24 TA! H RS, 39 30 § ¢dT YUaT & 01 TaH SR U &1 ST | <dT SuaT o 07 g
& fore g9 Ugdl +ft s IR UG I © | MY 01 §H SdTdl © 89 $Hd Tad a0 § 9ed ©, I8 01
i fapra & ol ST 3Idd I g

3T b GRH H dl Jue oM 19U, fthr 4a 3R 3R &1 |1l b1 Hebel bRl U SRR THidl
el FIT b gHTd, UT SR QAR BT qUT I AN b1 grifd 1 v g1 3id H ARATIDd HH
T IRUM A GU I DI JATK o 77 5|

|1 8 35 T I || TRTaT 37T 16 ||

I ragHTagIdr Il 16.111

I UCIGEIC)
Y T YfSTTaNTeIa RIf: |

3 gHY IIY AR Toiad |l

$ri-bhagavan uvaca



"abhayam sattva-samsuddhir
jiiana-yoga-vyavasthitih
danarh damas ca yajiias ca

svadhyayas tapa arjavam"

1Ty

ot YT 3 BT - 8 WA 3! TRATHET R YUt {3y v &1 Hia (Fafaan), saa=ur
ST BT UG (STAYSS), TRATH Bt UG o I 8 €€ [Yd UG (IE-TRT), AU BT UG

(&), il o) Jaftrd Raq &1 U1 (3T-TaH), Fad-oH &4 &1 4G (99— UR1avran), W &
S &7 HTG (XATEAT), TRHTET Wt 1 1 (J9N) 3R I oI - UM &1 H1g (TRadn | (3)

Meaning:

Shree Bhagavaan said:

Fearlessness, purity of mind, steadfastness in the yoga of knowledge, charity, self control, worship,
self study, penance and straightforwardness.

Explanation:

Some commentators believe that the sixteenth, seventeenth and eighteenth chapters of the Gita are
used to clarify points that were hinted at in the prior chapters, almost like an appendix. This chapter
is one of the more practical chapters in the Gita, and picks up on a statement made in the ninth
chapter where three types of people - divine, devilish and evil. It describes two sets of qualities,
divine and devilish, so that we can do an assessment of where we stand, to understand which
qualities to tone down and which qualities to emphasize.

Shri Krishna says that the first divine quality is abhayam or fearlessness. Once we realize that the
universe is a play of Ishvara’s Prakriti, and our role in it is to exhaust or desires, we automatically
develop fearlessness. We are even able to be fearless of death, the greatest fear, because we have
understood that death applies to the body, not to the self. Another source of fear is loss or harm



caused to our property and our relationships. If we remove the label of mine from everything, and
recognize that everything is Ishvara’s, fear automatically goes away.

The next quality is sattva samshuddhi, purity of mind. Sattva here refers to the antahakarana, the
mind and the senses, because they are created from the sattva aspect of Prakriti. The foremost
indication of a pure mind is the absence of any thought of cheating someone else, or cheating
oneself. Even if we know that someone has done something wrong, we should tactfully deal with the
situation, without putting them on the spot, or by making fun of them.

Let’s now look at what is meant by jnyaanam or knowledge. True knowledge is knowledge of our
own self, the answer to the question who am I. This knowledge is passed on from teacher to student
through detailed study and analysis of the scriptures. Also, yoga refers to any process that connect
us to something higher. So then, the third quality of jnyaana yoga avasthithi refers to the process of
internalizing this knowledge by withdrawing the sense organs and mind from the play of the world,
and constantly abiding in this knowledge.

We have seen how the notion that something is mine or something is my property can become a
hinderance in the spiritual journey. An easy way to counter this notion of mine-ness is to engage in
daanam or charity, the fourth quality. Whenever we feel that our pride in our possessions is
increasing, we should examine where it is coming from, and weed out the source of our pride
though charity. However, charity cannot be performed haphazardly. We have to put a lot of thought
into what we are giving, how we are giving, when we are giving and so on. This is covered in great
detail in the seventeenth chapter.

Another obstacle in the spiritual journey is the importance we give to our sense organs. They are
kept in check by the fifth quality which is damaha or sense control. The natural tendency of the
sense organs is to demand objects that are pleasant to them, but probably not beneficial to our
personality as a whole. The tongue wants unhealthy foods, for instance. But it is important to note
that like anything else, moderation is prescribed rather than complete denial, which has its own
problems.

The sixth divine quality is that of yajnya, a topic that was covered elaborately in the fourth chapter.
Essentially, it means that our dealings with the world should be performed thoughtfully. We owe our
daily existence to our teachers, our deities, our environment, our ancestors, our fellow human
beings and to nature. The payoff of these debts gave rise to the five types of yajnyas that are
prescribed in the scriptures. The culmination of the spirit of yajnya is the giving up of our sense of |,
our identity, to Ishvara.



For most children, and even for adults, studying is a boring and dreadful exercise, something to be
dispensed off quickly. But Shri Krishna says that studying of the Gita, the Vedas, the Puraanas, any
spiritual text, is an essential quality of the seeker. The emphasis is on the word self, which has two
implications. We should be forced to study by someone else. The inspiration should come from
within. Also, we should perform introspection, and not use the teaching to analyze and improve
other people.

Tapaha or penance and austerity is the eighth divine quality. Austerity is not to be taken literally
where one retires into the jungle and shuns all worldly duties. It refers to the fulfilling of one’s duties
while staying firm in the face of any obstacles, and by not wasting time and energy at the level of
body, mind or intellect. Doing so requires patience and tact, but the payoff is the buildup of a
reservoir of energy that can be channelized for spiritual pursuits. Further details on the various types
of tapaha are found in the seventeenth chapter.

The ninth divine quality is aarjavam or straightforwardness. It refers to those who mean what they
say and say what they mean. Their actions, speech and thought are aligned. There is no hint of
crookedness or deceit in their dealings. It should be construed as being overly simple in a negative
sense. Whenever we notice that we have strayed from this quality, it usually means that selfishness
has entered into our system, and we need to correct it.

|| fedl Tetem 11

Y Fuer o Y §H A Ugd Ht 31 12.13-20, 3164 13.07-11 H o UgTI 31d: 39 O P WA
# <fF el B Glexml T g1 U Xaid | o O &1 90 ¢, 98 39 UHR ¢

3 3MeOTT BT RY ATl ¥ IR 8, T Tl o1 U 1Y o & 3 8 af 39 fadives
FEd 8, T TAIH § Hafd fohar ug oM ¥ 39 & IR Xaid & I1Y g gHST a1eu|

AN SiiaH & g9 o &) 3= i &1 Afdkicd F8d 8, T 3 70N &I Ugd 81 JouT I
&R — &R JH &I WHIA FHe & §1g, WA - 994 e H off J&u § Fel g & werdt
T IR e 3R ¥ WU & 78] Ugard, 34T BT WHIHRU 39 ™ H Hd g, 3Tl
T H I BT HRUT 3R 33T e H Ml T IUHER Hd ¢ | 3(d: Tg o 3™
AFA Sfta & agTRe, JMEfd SR ol R0 & dd T8@ Ul g1 3 & g i
TRt Saaude & & &1 YR ot 78t i s g



1. S B UaH 30T & U IR g g,

BRER, e, TSR, 8 HRA! H YR IRTq g1 At S, Mitha @t AR |

SR Y S a1l Bl 3T B IR BIs g B Bl T8 Hall

2. 519 &1 3RU AP Aed, IT-gV, TN, THT-3EHR TaH Ag-AR I Had gula:
fda wam oRggs Bl

3. 759 3 IH gRT AT & WEY B YT =9 I 514 forar g1

4. BT GH DR T, BT 3R U BT fGIR B & b1 HIg T O 31, a%d, fa=m uaq siufy
31fe; &1 fadvor ®ar gl

5. forg 7 Sfgarsh &1 favat T ge1 o gAq &R foan gl

6. TRHTAHT, SadT, TgTe, Sifafy, Arar-fudr tay a8t &1 I TaH Yoid &AT, g4 3G Bl
TGH 30 HH Bl Fsh 61 € a9 R

7. 9, 3fAET, TRV, R, TaH 30 fIva &7 T8 3ea - gt Wi g

8. Sl Faicd Y BT UTe B o Sfadrsll TaH -0l &1 HP Ugd gu UIa &l &, 9g! a9
gl

9.5 TRR, 313, 3r:pRu1 A TRA BT I 3MT5id Ped gl

HUC TMe A1 | e, Tad! IR UG AR df Yad &1, T fBR a1 |



Tg T 07 I YRUT HIAGTAT GdGHIE [UaH g, ford & 31T iR oft 7o &1 ugd 51 BIs +ff 01
3{gaTe ¥ W AE! BT, 3Ue 39 Ud® 0 ! fagd &0 I oF- &1 31 B b 7 U e b
T B & Y R O 59 R T 3aRg HRd o, Ugd 9l Ui & o &) Telie! B UG od ]

18R 3 da 9d 11 16.0111

| FGHITaGIIdT Il 16.211

ST TIHBIUINT: RMRUSAH |
3T YadIqwd AIGd gRagaH |

"ahimsa satyam akrodhas
tyagah santir apaiSunam
daya bhitesv aloluptvam

mardavam hrir acapalam"

1Ty

foeht o1 1t B T uga™ &1 Wia (sifgwm), T SR aroft I U 819 BT W1T (), TR e
B UG (HIUfagaT), HAUA BT SUTT (ATT), 7 &1 daardl Bl A+ BT UG (M=), vt Bt
1t fmaT 9 B &1 YT (RSET-a0T), THRd WTuiial o Ui o0l &1 WG (G4, Y ¥ gad e
BT UG (ArHIIEa), 3 &1 foval & Ir IO g &R ot IH 3ad 7 81 &1 Hia
(3FTHRT), HE T 3(HTT (HIHAT), TeTd BT BT ST R Aol BT HIG 3R 3haal R fJaferd
T 8H &1 4G (FT8-UHhe) | ()

Meaning:

Non violence, truthfulness, absence of anger, renunciation, tranquility, absence of slander,
compassion towards all beings, lack of covetousness, gentleness, modesty, lack of fickleness.



Explanation:

Twelve additional divine qualities are listed in this shloka. Ahimsaa refers to non violence,
harmlessness, to not injure anyone intentionally or unintentionally. Harm to others need not be
caused by weapons all the time. Most likely, we cause the most harm to others through action and
speech. Any time we harbour dvesha or resentment towards someone else, we not only cause harm
to our mind but also create a barrier to access Ishvara within.

Next comes satyam or truthfulness. The Mundaka Upanishad says “satyam eva jayati”, truth alone
prevails, which is also found on the seal of the Indian government. Speaking the truth is considered
the highest dharma. But truth should also be communicated thoughtfully. It should be priyam or
dear, not a harsh sounding truth. It should be hitam, which means it should benefit the other
person. It should also be nitam, brief, short and sweet.

Akrodhaha refers to absence of anger or rage in particularly challenging situations. If someone
instigates us, for example honking a horn at the traffic signal, it is difficult not to get upset. We have
to learn how to keep an anger in check, especially when we know that it is our natural tendency to
get upset whenever a tough situation comes up. This does not meet that we remain meek. It means
that we can keep our cool while demonstrating our anger to get a certain objective done, just like a
snake can hiss without actually biting anyone.

Tyaagaha refers to renunciation, it means to give up. In daanam or charity, we donate our
possessions to someone else. In tyaaga, we just give up our possessions. For instance, food can be
given up to someone, this is daanam. But the notion that | won’t eat food, this is tyaaga. At the
highest level, we need to renounce our sense of |, our individuality. This is because all possessions,
everything that we term as mine, are nothing but upaadhis or conditionings. The fewer conditionings
that we identify with, the lesser will be our individuality. So we give up the sense of mine in daanam,
but we give up our sense of | in tyaaga.

The next divine quality is that of shaantihi which means tranquility or calmness. This refers to the
guietening of our antahakarana, of the mind, body and intellect. Even a tiny little thought of like and
dislike can agitate our antahakarana, just like a speck of dust can agitate our eyes. So just as we are
careful to not let anything enter our eyes, we should train ourselves to keep our antahakarana calm.
Without calmness, progress on the spiritual path is not possible.



Apaishunam refers to the absence of slander, to not find faults in others, to not gossip about others.
A simple policy to follow is to not agitate others, and to not be agitated by others. Unfortunately,
many of us can agitate others without even knowing it. A seemingly harmless statement that we
make about someone can balloon out of proportion and cause extreme distress to that person. It is
usually best to not indulge in gossip.

Next we come across dayaa bhuteshu, which means compassion for all beings. It is the ability to
relate to others when they are suffering. By being compassionate towards others, we acknowledge
the unity of our self, of our | with someone else’s I. It does not mean we have to shed tears each
time we encounter someone with sorrow. It means that we can put ourselves in someone else’s
shoes and see their point of view.

Aloluptvam is the ability to check our sense organs when they are near their favourite objects.
Damaha, the ability to control our sense organs, is directly related to this quality. Let’s say we have
decided not to each chocolates today. This vow will be tested if someone leaves a giant box of
chocolates on our desk. The power of the sense organs is so strong that we will realize that we have
consumed chocolates only after the fact. So the ability to prevent triggers from breaking our self
control is called aloluptvam.

Maardavam means mridutaa or gentleness. It is the opposite of harshness. It is a measure of how
soft, how tender one’s heart it. This is why children approach their mothers for requests rather than
their fathers. Hreehi refers to modesty, the ability to discern between acceptable versus
unacceptable behavior, between what is right and what is wrong. Finally, achapalataa is absence of
fickleness. Many of us lack the ability to sit still. Our hands and legs are always moving or twitching.
Or, we tend to speak when not needed, or let our eyes wander all over. All these are signs that we
are not in control of our actions
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ot &1 yfa: MemgIg AT |
Haf~ TS SIHARYSTaRT YRA |

"tejah ksama dhrtih saucam
adroho nati-manita
bhavanti sampadam daivim

abhijatasya bharata"

1Ty

SHRT O T B, STORTT & o A1 R & &1 HTd (&), Tt oft aRifRufar & faafera = gH
BT UG (3), 7 3R IRR V Y X6 BT Y1G (dfaaran), foedt 9 off $3af 7 = &1 UG SR
M 7 9= &1 4G g8 I Ot i WHIE (T07) BT dax I 81H aId A & A& g1 (3)

Meaning:

Radiance, forgiveness, fortitude, purity, lack of enmity, lack of arrogance, these are found in one
who has obtained divine qualities, O Bhaarata.

Explanation:

Shri Krishna adds more entries into the list of divine qualities. Tejaha refers to brilliance that comes
to dedicated seekers. Energy that is normally wasted through relentless contact with sense objects is
conserved when we control our sense organs. Tapaha, conservation of energy, results in tejaha.
Even if we control our food cravings for a short period of time, we will feel an influx of additional
energy that will radiate out of our body.

A long term vow of never to get angry in the first place is termed kshamaa, which means forgiveness.
If we feel someone has hurt us in any way, we want to punish him in the future. But when we forgive



someone on the spot, we do not leave room for grudges to accumulate in our mind, cutting the very
root of this attitude of punishment. The way to do this is to not expect any joy or sorrow from
anyone or anything.

Next, we come across dhritihi which means fortitude. There will be situations in our life when our
mind, body and senses will reach their breaking point. We will begin to say - | cannot take it
anymore. The ability to keep holding on to our goal in the face of such fatigue is called dhritihi. It can
only come out of training our mind to follow the direction of the intellect. This topic is covered in
great detail in the eighteenth chapter.

Shaucham refers purity and cleanliness. External cleanliness, which means keeping our body, our
surrounding and our environment clean is a given. But shaucham also refers to internal purity, which
refers to keeping our mind and intellect free of likes, dislikes and attachments. Getting rid of the
most stubborn dirt of the mind, ignorance of our true nature, is the highest act of cleaning we can
perform.

The next quality Shri Krishna mentions is that of adroha. Here, we do not have any notion of hatred
or enmity towards anyone. Droha actually means betrayal. It is the feeling of revenge we harbour
against someone who we believe has wronged us, has betrayed us. Adroha means not to harbour
such feelings. When one’s goal is the supreme, they will never stoop to harbour feelings of revenge
against anyone.

Maanitaa refers to the notion of always demanding respect from our peers. Atimaanitaa refers to
extreme arrogance, of always demanding respect from our superiors. It comes from an inflated
sense of self worth, by giving emphasis to our individuality. Naatimaanita is the opposite of
atimaanitaa. As our sense of individuality merges into Ishvara through constant spiritual practice,
gualities that are associated with an exaggerated ego or self worth automatically correct
themselves.

Shri Krishna concludes the list of divine qualities in this shloka. Very few people are born with all
these qualities. So even if we focus on cultivating a handful of these qualities within ourselves, we
would have made a good start.
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TR SuiSTmMY B UesRa T |
S AT a1 AR I

"dambho darpo 'bhimanas ca
krodhah parusyam eva ca
ajiianam cabhijatasya

partha sampadam asurim"

1Ty

? QUL URaUS, THUS, ST, iy, fgRar 3R Si=idr ag aft SR WHId (T[01) &1 dax
ITF §U AT & A0 ] 1 (%)

Meaning:

Ostentation, arrogance, exaggerated self worth, and anger, insolence and also ignorance, these are
found in one who has obtained devilish qualities, O Paartha.

Explanation:

Having supplied a long list of divine qualities, Shri Krishna begins listing the aasuri sampatti, the
devilish or diabolical qualities. Asuras are portrayed as fearsome demons with long teeth and horns
in comic books and TV shows. But the word asura means one who places sense enjoyment as his
highest goals. Any ordinary looking human being can be an asura, if he constantly dwells in sense
pleasures.

Projecting an image of ourselves to be larger, to be different than what we really are dambaha.
There are people who portray themselves to be smarter, wiser and accomplished than they really
are. Or, there are others who cover up their misdeeds by portraying themselves as god fearing and



so on. Broadly speaking, such people try to change what they have through cover-up rather than
work hard and perform actions that will give them better results.

Darpa refers to arrogance and pride over our possessions, and the subsequent putting down of
others who may not have what we have. These people not only hurt others by their insults, they hurt
themselves as well. Instead of weakening their notions of me and mine, which become obstacles to
spiritual growth, such people strengthen them. Krodha refers to anger. Specifically, it is the thought
that gives a kind of satisfaction after having yelled at someone who has wronged us, instead of the
thought that wants to solve a concern, or to help that other person.

Next, Shri Krishna mentions paarushyam, which means insolence or harshness, as a diabolical
quality. Harshness can occur at the body and speech level. Elbowing our way to the front of a
crowded line is harshness at the body level. Using bitter and taunting language is harshness at the
speech level. Pointing out someone’s faults in front of everyone is harshness at the speech level.

The primary devilish quality is that of ajnyaanam or ignorance. From a day to day standpoint, not
knowing which action is right versus which action is to be avoided, this is ignorance. Chasing
momentary pleasures in the material world without regards to actions and consequences
constitutes ignorances. From an absolute standpoint, it is the ignorance of our true nature as
existence, awareness and joy that is the fundamental devilish quality.
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AT Y@ TS S Iiearsty aveal

"daivi sampad vimoksaya
nibandhayasuri mata
ma Sucah sampadam daivim

abhijato 'si pandava"

1Ty

AT T[0T Gfdd BT HRUT A § 3R SRR T[0T S BT SR T 91 5, § UUGYH 3! T b
Ad B, TP q AT 0N F gard BV ST g3 71 (W)

Meaning:

Divine qualities are considered conducive to liberation, devilish qualities to bondage. Do not grieve,
O Paandava. You have obtained divine qualities.

Explanation:

The aim of any spiritual text including the Gita is to lead the seeker onto the path of liberation. Shri
Krishna now connects this chapter with the aim of the Gita. He says that we can increase the
chances of our success in the spiritual path if we cultivate the divine qualities listed in this chapter,
while toning down our devilish qualities. In today’s day and age, it is easy to misunderstand some of
these devilish qualities as essential for our survival, that without these qualities we will not get
ahead in life. but it is not so.

For instance, take the quality of krodha or anger. Whenever we are in a state of anger, our intellect,
our power of reasoning shuts down, as described in the second chapter. Our emotional mind takes
over, and makes us perform actions that may harm us in the long run. Therefore, each time we get
angry, we weaken our intellect, which is the one faculty that differentiates us from animals, and can
take us closer to liberation. Akrodha, the divine quality of keeping our anger in check, prevents this



from happening. We have to also keep in mind that we have to conduct self analysis and not apply
this teaching to judge some other person.

Shri Krishna also anticipates a question arising in Arjuna’s mind. Arjuna would have thought, am | in
the divine qualities camp or in the other one. To this end, Shri Krishna consoles Arjuna. He asserts
that Arjuna was always endowed with divine qualities, and that those qualities will most definitely
lead him towards liberation. He addresses him as Paandava, to remind him that he comes from a
lineage that has always demonstrated these divine qualities.

|| Tt Twiter 11
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& YA A S SRR TG I |
3o fawaRar: Wiad amge urdf & oyl

"dvau bhita-sargau loke 'smin
daiva asura eva ca
daivo vistarasah prokta

asuram partha me srnu"

1Ty

2 31! 39 TR H It It At  THIG €1 TR & 8l Bl 8, T Sd1g WHIT 3R gl

IR THT, 318 ¥ <d1g 707 ! dl faIR e &8 gl &, 31d I ARG 01 o1 Hf g A1
(&)

Meaning:

In this world, two types of beings have been created, the divine and the devilish. The divine has
been described elaborately. The devilish, O Paartha, listen from me now.

Explanation:

Although Shri Krishna had reassured Arjuna in the previous shloka, he knew that all individuals had a
mix of divine and devilish qualities in them, including Arjuna. It was not either or. The devilish
qualities within Arjuna had erupted at the start of the war in the first chapter, so there was certainly
room for improvement. Knowing this, Shri Krishna proceeded to describe the devilish qualities in
detail in this chapter.

From our perspective, we are always struggling between progressing on the spiritual journey versus
conforming to the prevalent way of life - materialism. While there is nothing inherently wrong with



enjoying whatever life has to offer, society urges us sometimes to get carried away with the pursuit
of materialism, without pointing out the downside of doing so. It is instructive to see how little has
changed between the materialistic worldview of Shri Krishna’s time and the present day.

So, from the next shloka to the end of this chapter, Shri Krishna paints a detailed picture of the
materialistic world view that many of us have taken for granted. He describes the way they think and
feel, their attitude towards people and objects, and the consequences of their materialistic
viewpoint.
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"pravrttim ca nivrttim ca
jana na vidur asurah
na $aucam napi cacaro

na satyam tesu vidyate"
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SRR THTE a1 A I8 a! S § fob 1 AT ANy SR &7 g1 BT dlfed, a8 A ot
X W 3R 7 3 ¥ 81 ufad 81d 7, a8 7 dl St ST 3Ry Fvd § SR 7 81 370 9 &
qTT STl B 1 (')

Meaning:

Whether to engage or to disengage from action, those people with devilish tendencies do not know.
Neither purity nor proper conduct nor truth exists in them.

Explanation:



Shri Krishna begins his explanation of the materialistic viewpoint by examining its value system. He
says that those people who come from a purely materialistic viewpoint have a shaky value system. In
other words, they do not know what to do and what not to do, when to engage in something and
when not to. They focus only on artha or wealth and kaama or desire. They forget that there are two
other goals in life, dharma or duty and moksha or liberation, and that each goal is to be picked up
and left off at a certain stage in life.

Now, since such people are unclear about the pros and cons of everything, they are bound to do
things in a haphazard and messy way. Shri Krishna says that such people do not have shaucha, they
do not have purity. He refers not just to external purity but also internal. When someone does not
have a systematic way of thinking through things, there is a strong chance that they will lead messy
lives. Furthermore, their conduct towards others, their aacharana, will also be messy and haphazard.
They will lack good manners, courtesy and politeness.

It also follows that when someone does not know the pros and cons of anything, they will not place
a lot of importance on satyam, truth, doing things the right way. So if they do not get the result they
want, they have no qualms in getting their results by lying, cheating and deceit. They do not want to
wait for the result, because waiting takes time. If there is a shortcut, they will go for it. Such is the
value system of the aasuri, the devilish, the materialistic viewpoint.
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Meaning:

They say that this world is unreal, without a basis, without a god. It is born of mutual union, desire is
its only cause, what else.

Explanation:

Any philosophy, any world view has to answer some fundamental questions - who am |, what is the
nature of this world, where did it come from, is there a god, and what is the relationship between
the I, the world and god. In the fifteenth chapter, Shri Krishna described his worldview by answering
all these questions. Here, he proceeds to describe the materialistic worldview, the worldview of the
asuras, those with devilish qualities.

At its core, the materialistic viewpoint views everything as comprised of the five elements, or in
today’s times, atoms and molecules. So then, the answer to the questions, who am |, and what is the
cause of this world, is the same. | am nothing but a combination of the five elements, and the world
is also nothing but a combination of the five elements. Both are caused by the union of elements,
either through chemical or biological reactions that happen due to forces of attraction, forces of
desire.



Now, if the world is comprised of nothing but inert matter, one will concluded that there is no truth
to it, no basis to it, nothing higher to it. A divide starts to arise between the | and the world. If the
world is an inert, unreal entity, why should | treat it with care? Anything, including lying, cheating
and murder, is then justified. Materialists go one step further and assert that there is no governing
principle in this world, no god. So | can get away with whatever | want, because there is no law.
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Meaning:

Holding this view, these narrow minded, lost souls who engage in acts of terror, rise as enemies of
the world for its annihilation.

Explanation:

If we examine the life of any tyrant, gangster, terrorist or despot, a common theme arises. There
was one moment in their life where they realized that using physical force on another person gave
them power and joy. In other words, they did not have any regard for the consequences of their
actions, especially when it came to harming others. Such people are the embodiment of the aasuric
or the devilish tendencies.

Shri Krishna now begins to describe such people in great detail. First, he says that such people hold a
petty, narrow minded view of the world. If | win, someone has to lose, this is their outlook. They
have no sense of connectedness, nothing in common with anyone else. They are nashthaatmaanaha,
they are lost souls. They have no concept that there is something beyond the physical body, whether
it is god, soul, humanity, nationality, nothing at all.

Now when such people don’t have any connection with other human beings, with the rest of the
world, they have no qualms in engaging in acts of terror. We nowadays come across people who
create and deploy computer viruses, bombs, chemical weapons and so on. It all begins with a
seemingly simple notion - that the body is the only truth in this world, and that everything is justified
in preserving one’s body at the expense of someone else’s.
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DHHATHT R GRHAFHGIAT: |
B HEY MG KRB CRESRNIEE R

"kamam asritya dusplram
dambha-mana-madanvitah
mohad grhitvasad-grahan

pravartante 'Suci-vratah"
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SRR WG dTet A9 ST 7 I B dTell BIH-ar =131 & e, ST AH-UfI81 & EHR I
Yo, FIGUET B1hR WS axgail bl U B & ford 3ufas Johed YR fohd 384 B (20)

Meaning:

Filled with insatiable desires, with pretentiousness, pride and arrogance, holding untrue views in
delusion, they work with impure resolve.



Explanation:

A major aspect of the materialistic world view is greed. Shri Krishna refers to this greed using the
phrase duspooram kaamam, meaning selfish desires that can never be satisfied or fulfilled. People
who follow the materialistic world view believe that one who is without selfish desires is as good as
dead. They do not believe that selfless action, work that benefits someone other than themselves, is
worth anything.

This greed propels them to dambhaha or pretentiousness. They do not see the harm in puttingon a
show in order to gain favours or get what they want. As they accumulate more wealth and power,
they feed their superiority complex, resulting in maanaha or excessive pride. When their pride
reaches greater and greater heights, they become drunk with their ill-gotten accomplishments and
possessions. This is mada, intoxication.

We keep coming back to the theme of ignorance and delusion, of moha, when we analyze the
materialistic world view. When one cannot tell right from wrong, one begins to develop views that
are not based on truth or rationality, termed in the shloka as moha-asat. It is no surprise that the
activities or undertakings of such people are impure, lawless, without any consideration of duty or
the big picture. Defrauding others or destroying others property are illegal in the eyes of the law, but
perfectly legal from their standpoint.
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Meaning:

Occupied with infinite worries that end only with death, they treat desire and consumption as the
highest, assured that that is all.

Explanation:

So far we saw how highly materialistic people inflict harm upon society. Now, Shri Krishna shows
how they cause harm to themselves as well. He says that those devilish individuals, those with aasuri
sampatti do not have even a single moment of peace. Their mind is always agitated with an infinite
number of anxieties and worries. This state of affairs, this constant state of tension never ends, it
goes on all the way till the end of their life.

Every selfish desire comes pre-packaged with the seed of anxiety. Why is this so? In anyone’s life,
there will always be one desire or another that remains unfulfilled. It is quite normal. But when we
give the utmost importance to desire and consumption, when we make it the ultimate goal of life,
our mind is in a constant state of agitation until each desire is fulfilled. And even if we have all the
wealth and power in the world, there will always be something that we are missing, which will in
turn generate anxiety.

But if our worldview incorporates something higher, if we seek a higher goal than goes beyond
materialism, we expand our sense of self, our sense of I. Instead of only thinking about our own well
being, we start caring about our family, our parents, our city, our nation and so on. Now it does not



matter if we have to undergo any suffering, because we care about something that is higher than us.
The culmination of this expansion of self happens when we begin to have faith in the highest self,
Ishvara, the faith that he will ensure our well being. Consequently, our anxiety about our well being
begins to diminish.
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Meaning:

Bound by hundred ropes of desires, oriented towards desire and anger, they strive to accumulate
wealth by unjust means for sensual consumption.

Explanation:

Every selfish desire carries a seed of anxiety within it, as we have seen. Shri Krishna says that such
desires harm us in another manner. We develop attachment towards the desire, we are bound. It is
as if a paasha, a lasso, a rope is tied around us on one end, and the desire on the other. Just like a
cowboy puts a lasso around a horse and makes it obey his instructions, each desire makes us into a
slave, makes us dance to its tune.

If this is our plight, what to talk of highly materialistic individuals.They have not one but hundreds of
such ropes to bind them. If one desire is fulfilled, they have several others waiting in line. If a desire
does not get fulfilled, it generates anger and agitation, causing them to inflict harm and pain upon
themselves and upon others. They fall into a vicious cycle of desire, anger and greed which, given
that they subscribe only to a materialistic viewpoint, is almost impossible to get out of.



So if one is continually plagued by hundreds of desires, and has a narrow outlook towards the world,
what is his solution? It is money, it is accumulation of wealth, artha sanchaayan. But, in order to
fulfill the infinite desires that are pulling him in several directions, there arises a need to generate
wealth beyond what is legally and ethically possible. Therefore, he resorts to making money using
any means necessary, legal or illegal.
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Meaning:



Bound by hundred ropes of desires, oriented towards desire and anger, they strive to accumulate
wealth by unjust means for sensual consumption.

Explanation:

Every selfish desire carries a seed of anxiety within it, as we have seen. Shri Krishna says that such
desires harm us in another manner. We develop attachment towards the desire, we are bound. It is
as if a paasha, a lasso, a rope is tied around us on one end, and the desire on the other. Just like a
cowboy puts a lasso around a horse and makes it obey his instructions, each desire makes us into a
slave, makes us dance to its tune.

If this is our plight, what to talk of highly materialistic individuals.They have not one but hundreds of
such ropes to bind them. If one desire is fulfilled, they have several others waiting in line. If a desire
does not get fulfilled, it generates anger and agitation, causing them to inflict harm and pain upon
themselves and upon others. They fall into a vicious cycle of desire, anger and greed which, given
that they subscribe only to a materialistic viewpoint, is almost impossible to get out of.

So if one is continually plagued by hundreds of desires, and has a narrow outlook towards the world,
what is his solution? It is money, it is accumulation of wealth, artha sanchaayan. But, in order to
fulfill the infinite desires that are pulling him in several directions, there arises a need to generate
wealth beyond what is legally and ethically possible. Therefore, he resorts to making money using
any means necessary, legal or illegal.
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Philosophy of the Hindus: On the Nyaya and Vaisesika Systems"aﬁmaﬁl sﬂﬁﬁe{ YR
foeens Ufehar 1 faxawur Uega fobam oiR Ty B ST qaT 3R] & dbuGd I DI I
ELSAREEIRINED SRIJ DT UIAIHT (Aristotelian syllogism), HRAIT IdIad &I ARSAT 5] B
vl | HRIER = 2043 H Mod YT & "Outline of the Laws of Thought" H Td TRFRIY ferar|
SH TRAER A M 3R YR dTHRRA B Th a1 GRITA W 3G BT Idd fhar| 351 ferar-
'S8l I 3fae gH 39 fawy # fAvfg a7 a1 8, IhIRd 3R STHRul & fage dad of <2t
(femgaft iR gaTfa) gRT @S T3 a1 uRkfdedd fd ma 3

SHIET TR 61 faaR B for SISt aeit (1815-1864) 3R SFRCY St A (1806-1871) TRHTG:
YR THYUM T T &1 HRAT THIRA 7 3 iy fagm &t ot avw Wi o
9T T} F SATUY THIRG S T STeo], SRS St AHTH, il g7 3M1S T &1 st
I DI U T} TS § o T Th HgH 0raq off, 3 T 308 H "7 919 & ford uep g v
o gg Ty fora § b WRA aheRd &1 Sifel S UR TT8RT WHTG AT| 39 U &1 2N o, "
JAd! Qrdlsal B YR fowd qur ufdefl faM" (indian Thought and Western Science in the

Nineteenth Century) |




St AT A ol W 8 3¢ko H HRAIA ThRIRA & HEd b IR H foran U1l IgIA BT, & sifad
(X8 & AT IO Bt STURRIET ¥t 8, Wpd (e areh) SR Wes die aret | 4 gl STl
& AN A U 3OT Tad-a deyuIe (systems of Iogic)mmmtﬂl

Torg & fagH YR 7T & Ridig T )R UHd ¥ 3a7d gU| Ierery & o, gHA didt
(Hermann Weyl)%fﬁ‘l"@TuT, "ﬁ@?ﬂmﬁﬁw,%ﬁaﬂ (7fOre) @W@WW
I R T T I & b 39! IRy URd # g3 ot 3R 390 $9 3R TN $Rd gU SRl
3 3 &9 d% UgaTdT| TN G- D1 Yhed T, difches & W, ST Bt Febed1 § e U=
ydid 8t 81 qfde T o1 g™ S Wya: Wes T &1 SR dtear gai feamdt <ar §1

dh RS DT TR

3T B THR' Teg BT TN IUD A1l YD 31f § 1| 39 31f & GRR T dhId
B! g @ gt O esrd i & 7 o dhud 1 faw safifaat € 7 i sy
| AH R fayTE &1 g et €, 98 IUURT () 31uaT W1ed (TISw) &1 fagm =6l 1
THRMA BT & SHR I PT 98 3 g, e U YA Tl § SrIHa gl 8| ThRd BT
B fHdl T &1 16 ST 181 &, I8 T 3l &1 Uad ¢ fob ot sfiifa & ford S wiem
TR T T 8 1 161 | HaU & GhRIRd &1 H1F ol AT & SMURT &1 Wiel § | Th e o1
faw Fyarate sfAfaal SR STYRYT Wied & Ade B T HAT 3HYdT 3 Fad! HI SR 8§
T8 S e A Wfshar & A axd ¢ 1 9o Ht Hi- &1 o § 6 aheRd U@
e (ARAfeT, sexfe, srewri-ah) fawe a1 IRa 8, e &t srffa a1 adb & st
w0 B FRR FH1 g1 3% faudia Hifde! a1 Hifdwm s, S, SRR e aurdfash
(urfifea) fagm € St aeqern & U a1 arRafde wat a1 fFgHt o1 3w #Rd

oIl &1 98 TR0 $3 8¢ IF UHS ¢ | THIRA I1 TEARIRA (<) Foms I g,
U HYF BT T8 3 TN O IHhell § b I AR HHAY &7 ¥ & [a9 § 7Fd IdgR &
forrmt &1 Y ava & A et o wd It Afoe TR & ow Ara vl & ol frm A
IR Y W deR I ¢ STHaTd a9 g1 fobg a1 Tt 181 8| ada: Th=IRd 3 g i, ot
g i UeR! # W, TWHIad: SIduid IHg! oid 8, Udhe &0 # R & &1 SUHR0 71
g1 faR=ia A% @, Wyaa: et 3R Tad fiaq &, FeY Ud 9aiy adb1- UaRi # 3R
FRd & fhd 3T USHR PT 3R FRd §U d [ha! o TSR a1 BT &1 STl a1 A1 BT
gy 6 3| e A THaTa T BRI B fAZAWr s 399 Srgd ot &) ¥=a
STHSHRT & eRIAA TR AT, Tal dhSIRd &1 B o | 3T TSR ARG off g6 39 fawt ar
3D Bt TIMBRT T 8, S gAR A R & o §, smem =0 &, uRee 8d €1 34ifer
Hel o1 & fob fAfIy SR ugfa, sruar fordlt e @1 saRafedr aur Afde e, 39 qam



¥ Afdes gemrdl &Y TR BT g1 33 3 Hf AR, Brafdy Sruar GHSIRY & Afdd
R oM 3=, o 3ruaT IHIS & UfafAfY fRidew gid |

THLIRA & Faie T I T ¥ U Hedqul by S g1 ¢ | afe forgl SRul & I3 bt
fefae vomrett sryar ddbyumett d uRad= a1 s 81, @ 39d oy dhRarg Haad! § of
Racd a1 fas™ g Yavdl 81 IhRRd & Sfaer # T off 81 8 fh FreieR & ffad & M
AFge! a1 fgwl § WRieE awads 8l 9l 6; AU fidueR! & 9P & i iy FaH adb
IR ot &1 Ao oft eifé 81 Tl 81 R | o Wifas fase &t i R g8,
IBT PR SR B! AT BT ST 3R ITY e SHHAYOe &t gReber 3R
=it off 8 @t Ridk deies sfaer & 39 St &1 &rd a1 a%4 A fvan a1g 8, afe
3{-AHUT Ul &1 31 fa=aor 81 g W, JRIT & dhaad) o Fgee faaRugd
(fEsfaea Ren) td uReer A yomelt (grmfewd fSsfdea tys) SRft sraurumaft &1
I fordT | SIMTHATES dhRIRd (S8fded afoid) § 34 faw! &1 fagR fear S g, S
fiféra gersit o1 TRl & YR R disel IR HU &1 Iuais a1 FReuur J1d §-1d ¢ |
A B UT: W aTa) BT 20 YR 6 od & | HRATT THIURIRG § 59 Y & R &
MG aTed BT IUR B BN} 8, BIB! SIS B TS 8| STal-oIe] YH gl 8, Jef 3 Sl &
- g AIarad g | ¥ g gAR e § ¢f $iR Sif & Weed & $© gl ST 31 § | Uy
2, oo fufadt & e < IS & areed @ 59 3% rdeRie SR ardwifers aead @t
H & AT BT HY Rig FR THd 82 3T THT P dHIRA | SMHATHAS W[l (S8faea
o) &t THT FHEd & | URBUAT FATHT JurTelt 39 IawH § US foq T I syAl sryar e
IR BT UTHIOG UhedT & UY BT THIYT TR PR odl o | W&Y F 3MYFF a3+ 3wy
DI YUTA TE |

i gearisfoal ¥ IR AaR AHE 3avH FOEgE! & UREGeH &Rdl §; 39 916 98
3 URGers ¥ o W Fepy Feradr g, e wamt gr1 udemr 8§ 9& | S8t da fedt
IR & FpY TNl § W= urd 8, 981 do 8 HeN ol & fob a8 uRded1 ullen &
6 g | UR&Gea1 # fAfed T a9 ofdd: $avs & Wade dHed-l & JiY giar §, Tl
URIG ATH® AT I BT 7d &1 UHid & 99 SHTH- Yol § 3afdd gid §, 98
HRIAT 984 86 a% YHE ¢ | Hg-1 g dNeU foh SFHT It At Sy ue-T Jgforl, uriférd
IS B Iugad YRS a1 THTH Uhfae Fomt & e Wfdrare Tobd R it g1

SR O 39 91 R 59 a1 & 715 qahyonferdl & [dem & A1y 9 do’Raig Rigidl &
Ty W T uRad giaT &1 59 € 9 dhurd U Tiaeie faen §; a8 R],
el &1 Yha a1 Ieora A 81 31 axa: fafve difaew, Si9 ud gaeedty fost & faer A
dHIRA B! dgd U fpar 81 A 3R adh1 & voumferal aut ot § ifde aret fafira




femait &t srwr ufshan sr=ier 1 fafkiy faw o7 712 81 I ufshan o) Wl Sifg &l
Sfceiarar (Ryustarst) sed gl

gl Ush SUTe] Hed Pl WP fOfed 81 3ryd e fiaw & fafta asff & gamrt ads=i uferan
TS gl Hife B T8 giat| AT 3R 7O & db1 & i T UBR & & | TNeaTHIT 3raT
Afae Fofal & 8 o off & e BTt T 81 I 81 gIR sl B 89 e ohd ¢ [ el
griter, Tifec Huian, Hifaema onfe & & § gt & WHARIH Td WRHA™SH P YuIferar
T g Il T 8t 3 e i +ft 81 gl § o 1 €1 39 fRufa Y Fiferd wree # +ff U
foan a8

oD =8 U i U DI & fawa—fdaem ((Swi) & fame aFds siyar oW sgd 38
31ERT I &; Sl i SR fadem & Ul & 1 dh-IRIRG U FARTelt ife &1 giar 81 399
1A BraT € fF 99 UeR & Ridafadeq &1 Fame $is e dhRd 761 8|

YRGBT (THBHAD) Th

SIra et H IRIRATT SR & dhRRd I N Ui Jad a1 Ui -8 dhRIRd BT [dHr gafl
21 P2 Werd! 31 =P H 98 U 9! Ul 81 39 T3 dHRd ! TS deb e Hi e g
SAgdt 9t & Heg & S 3 AR 3 dHYRE & 39 T8 TY &1 YR Tl frar, 3 Q)
TOTR & - SPRed f$ AN TUT S1TS] 9 | ST T- 3aNUl I8 AT foh 3RE & dheIRd & for
ST BT I ©, 378 Pal HAS Pifcdl Bt UG U § 1 3R & Ad-a1d
(Ryenforss) & vae & ST sl &1 suR Rigid arfama &1 w81 39 SrgaH &1
TR IETERUI 8 el HYS FRURIS g; T8 YebId A ©; FHIATY Yeb=Id FRURNS § T8I
TRURNST TS 19 & I &1 A0S ¥ §; I8 39 a7 8 FHarRd Josrd &1 o o g1 A
3R g1 3 T8 UaT I i ST &1 3rgeh SyR a0y Hife ey S 7, a7 JH
7w 37 %3 Jaud 7 U & Sidd g1 9a: 39 w0 sfAfa o1 W Rigia =t A
RN R, T 3 srfiferar Bl 8 S <araarag & =0 | Udbe -1g1 & Sl Wbt | IETER0T-
% B AT T Y 3P T R T P 3T T 3P B, 3R & Bl a1 7Y 3ffp g1
IR RIS To Tao S50 (3¢¥&— §-¥) 3 off Ut Srgfrd &1 Wbt b 8, & SR &
AT o fafRid =gt g1 Favd |

SR Bl AT § fob TaH ORI & SIHR AR $T YR I1ed] & §id gHard $3 dad g
Wa ey BT ATYROT B IRUIT AT B3 g1 Faelt BT Flfext] Hs ag J gl 8| D
Tdy 3 el a1 uerdf A 91 8Id € O dF b, 31| B yard GeeuRd €, afe 3uP aR |
PS HYT P gY [l IR Terf BT I 3Ma=TSH 8| A ial o7 ufd g, ST 3 30 T




DI TR ¢ faar, <aed A Aued § T §OIR IUT AR AHH WRig (o' - I I HHR:
WW@meﬁwmélw&mW%&aﬂﬁwaw
(Ridteq), fawm (sARmAeHq), T 3-v0-favd (F-Radiea) IH UHR & gid 8| S gaY
B §; TYUT - 0 M BT UTE ©; Sdex fAU[Et &I 89T & T1 JgUId! §; 3ife | fawm Ieiy 3H
T &1 Ul 81 31-TH favA- Saex fIw[ex &1 TR &Rl 81 Th TR & Fat Jaaid! oy
HEAd §; Y T et | 3w § 931 811 T I Iaad! (cifvifed) Yy €1 afid @ &
31, 1 e 1 WY §;3MR @ 71 A A I8 Rz 81 8 B 1Y §91 A1 4 71 Sgecidl Yef- 6 @
&1 T 8 ok W 71 &7, 78t a8 Rig 72 g1 fob & 71 1 e B1 o1l 89 3@ € o5 Scudh Tafy
AT &1 B § ST €1 3R¥ gRT ufaquifed a7t wHawr &1 Rigid avda: Iacral Ya &I gerT
ICTERU AT Ty (Sip ) T afe aTe T a1 X Y AT el § 3R I I1ag @ &I, 1 7,
T B e FHal B

THBE dhRANRA D1 Th 3 fa=INdT I8 § o 981 il IR 3D Jaieh B Y| &b gRT e
fopar STTar g1 Sl & SR arRll & ARy ey §; 3 &y a1l & SMHR (HiH) W 1R
A &, 7 b 3% 3rif | ara: aredl & 3rdf 1 famR fary famm, 396 iRy & g Teiet
DI 3R ITWR 3eIRT Al &I, Uchiep! Bt YT & Tdhe foar off Jhdl g1 Uchifdhd 8 IR
faflr dael o dau & vewe far o udbar 31 a8 Ufhar T &1 Xarey faRiva g1 1
TR DI I BT Th YU 57 TS DI a=Hcd fAfY (SHHe Ried) ¥ forg &1 sffdwpR
T, T8 STIHR URATY | g3HT| 3 DI g $I J9- Yol & &, U9 4t 3nfe d=msii &
T 3ferT- 3T Tpafg §; 39 [Audid wafird SuHea qomell & SRy &1 Jeu Iud!
fRUY F SUR 81 ] 3R Ryw =t it aul Y-Tug, 1 A I fondt ot e &1 v frar o
Tl g1 UGy dhe & avif, arat 3N &Y Udiiep! § Uebe I I8 Yag gt &
forom ufaurfed few mu 81 aiferer (Farpey o e # 9l & uReRe Iee, faRiy o
& frow gaam T §1 S UeR areRis, fRy ofe & Faw e e gl 3 veR
JIRH (FAPpad Hh Uarsie) & gragysdt & Hame Rigral ar fadl &1 Ira Igar
g1 3R & A § wiAfed Rigid Sad Fawi § 9 €1 1 31 339 Udhe § f udiey
THIRA T SIS 3RE] P THRA B 0T Bl b fawgd |

YR qoh e’ & i orf & =arg g=F &1 |1y i ¢ | fovg 31t oamaes of & 9 dlg
1 3R SH =g W gATfay fhd I €1 9 ATud ¥9 H HRAG dheRd o v ai
YR fagrt grt ufauied @t aifhe (=fies) Rigrl & T 3 81

YR dheRd, fay & 9 g0 ahurdl § I U §; 39 1 §, T SR T dheRd | URd
THRA B! g WRHERT A1 & U H YD HId & RS &1 b oIRT @l



= At 3R 3feifards ST & Ud® Ugq & WIS BIs 1 HIS ddb ANg o, o fafd= fagri
J S-S FfGH emFar 3R ¥ & =Y TRd foba 81 ddh gfa iR faaR &
Helich1 1 T fax &

ATAHTHS T Hedich Bt Uh UG UfshdT g Sl 9 &l 3 9, 3 ) srgferd 9§ ser
B P AT T BT IUGNT Bl ¥ | THURA BT B fHdl I & Gieg e 81 §, sfep ug
3iiep1 © fob 3rgfifa o ferd Ifera Hiear wRqd fobe 71T § a1 8T 1 WRelY SR T STl # 39
Tt f=Tar - &1 et 7

UTRAT ST | dhRI o YOIdT AT GRIFS R ! AT ol g1 fohg 3R¥g §RT Udd &1
TS I B faftr <maredl # faureH & Trfafea (analytics) (fA=efet) = feam i dd &
foTe T foha 9 aTel <reg QST (Logic) T TANT JAUYH AHH TGd RIRT (106-43 30 Yo)
SR o T, TRIf et ST of $2 T §1 3R] & SFIUR ddhIIRd H Ug (TR/Terms),
IR T B, STAF 3R 39S fafay U (8 <raral & ©0 | Udhe [6a1 I1dl &) & 78d
T T SR & qH IR BT G iU faw argaredt & e fbd SHard S99 §; 379
3R W8 A 19 UHR & BId &, oI IR oRg 1 fagasigiadl d UHIRd fhd oi1d ¢ |

YR Ui G’ H THRMA A1 FT His Hf WA IS I9AsY g1 g1 31&TG Tad (300 o)
BT IO Uga G 9y g, o dohd I efta vgqell R sgafyd &1 ¥ faur fasar man
8| YR d% § YHIURINA &1 o= Hed &, Sl I o 1987 (ST, 9 &1 avg (TH4) 3R a4y
I (T & Ffegul Sy oiR T & faftrs Rigidl & Teiftd 31 yRdig a3 & o
THIUIRIR 1 381 81 e & <arage & ud1 a1 gurdf 99 & Iadres Ay a1 yum sRur
THIUN HEAT &; SAD! TS IR 8, 3HUfd e, FHH, STHF 3R g | HE Hiwr 3R
Tt = T Srufufy 9 Sruaisd ®1 H SieT 81 =T & IR 3HM &l UhR (TRTATAM
TAT WIFAM) & Bid §| forddt avg &1 Uel I 81 9, 99 avg O I o a¥g &1 I
BT 3, 3 30 H8d &1 98 Tdd & FW YH B! STHI dgl A & 81 BT SFHH AT o
gl g

AT URATd & THT0T & U § IUARh Ifad 8 webdl g fhg arafas 79 & U
BT 8 U8 TP TTHR T=A ¢ | UIRaTd Sd § dh-fadd & GRIM dd! B! IRdfd 8 SR& & a1
BT ITANT a1 TR SR 3 & W SIHM T ST foban T | @ifdh URd Aeraiiores

(Metalogic) @1 UT4THS i1 oA & W1 W4 & forg | S[HM & Siues <rdred ¥ Urg argd



B1a & Sl S TS, ¥, IETER0T, U quUT FARTHT Heerd §1 daifadl & SuR 3 uial # 9
& AT TG & oI a1 3TAM & o T § 1 SHH B M $T |d A IR =
deiqartedl gRT TR Tard IaTE MU SHueiRes FRM-Tae Tomel & R IR $ufd & 3eqa-
W 9o faar T S9N YRATT I B Y[ BT ddb AT ST 81 fiesd 839 Bt kg R
I ¥, IR T & s Ve e U T HRA 9 o [GaR ¥ ey g, 98 fauR ofd |
STehR JY I o uRkafcld gt o 21

THURA BT HTTT-8

qHRIRA & A&7 & 3aR Ted: FHufafad o1 o g-

1) gfad, ThaTa U7 TS &1 -

2) afRHTe, fauTei, aeifer, sare 3nfe Tgras fharstt &1 s

3) faaR a1 YT &7 Sreaa

1181 35 o O || faRIS U 6, Tl 16. 12 11

I SrgHRTagdr Il 16.1311

ST T I U’} IRy |
SeUteA B yiasafa gage

idam adya maya labdham
imam prapsye manoratham
idam astidam api me

bhavisyati punar dhanam



1Ty

SRIX WHIT a1 A idd I8 @ b SHToT A 31 o UTed o o ©, 316 S99 3iR S1fiah
Y UG B I, TR U 311 31 & 5, Wi | Sga 3R 31fie g1 S| (23)

Meaning:

This has been gained by me now, these wishes | shall fulfill. This is mine, and this wealth shall be
mine later.

Explanation:

In India, when a young boy gets the news that he has gained admission in the engineering college of
his choice, a desire automatically pops up in his mind. Once | get through my gruelling 4 year
engineering course, | will be happy. As the 4 years come to a close, another desire comes in. | need
to get into a good masters program in the US. When that happens, he feels that he will he happy
when he gets a US visa. Once he arrives in the US, he wants a green card. Then he wants a wife, a big
house, car and so on. Each time he thinks he will be happy, another desire is waiting in line to be
fulfilled.

Shri Krishna wants us to examine our own outlook and find out the level of materialism in it. So in
this shloka and the following two shlokas, he uses the first person to drive this point home. Here, he
wants us to inquire into what we think is our ultimate goal, our destination, our objective in life.
Most of us will come to a similar conclusion that it is accumulation of wealth so that we can take
care of our material desires as well as those of our family.

But this line of thinking has a flaw in it. Desires are bahushaakha, they multiply infinitely, as we have
seen in earlier chapters. Each desire contains the seed of several other desires. If any of those
desires is unfulfilled, we invite stress, tension and anxiety into our lives. Now it does not mean that
we should not harbour any desires. It just means that we need to apply some system, some
framework to ensure that desires are managed and do not get out of hand.



The four stage aashrama system (brahmachaari, grihastha, vaanaprastha and sanyaasi) prescribes
the duties of an individual based on their stage in life. When duties are given importance, desires
automatically manage themselves. For instance, if one is a householder, then one focuses on what is
the essential set of desires for fulfilling one’s duties, rather than deriving joy out of adding more and
more desires. And even if some desires are unfulfilled, they do not agitate the mind because the goal
is the duty, not the desire.

|1 fedt Tetem 11

Ud Yo | S, A 3R W & &g H [ §T, SRR gfd & A & faaRY &1 s
JU XA gU, U Hed & | SRRT TP ara i ard & TR0 81 &R JARY HRdl 38d § 1
B9 7 3T I T, gfer i T, ITRE I, SRARY F, ATt F 3 aXgy ot T U &R
Zat 3R UTE &R A | St I df SUR UM &, 3a-1 3R a8l ¥ 3T ST | 31 ¢4 SIUR &
3T ST | §HRT 981 ASHT ST UGT 31T § 3fd: Ja-1 & 3R IxqU af 39 & faare H 3 &t
SR 3T 4 o &1 AR A S ST, 3T STHE 311 SIRAT, 31 A1 & bR T 3
ST, ST SATST BT ST ST, Tfafe |

TG HTST § 99 T IFHR o) Hed &, 98 Ta! g1 "Time is money" 37 AN BT I¢ a1 B,
Hifds Ig AN AP FdgR P! U1 9 Aiad o, iR a1e Rdar g1, wiix, 9o 4w g1 ar St
AR | ¢ fhaar Y 31 ST, 37 &1 Y S¢ar o1dT §, 99 &1 37 &b AIRY Ht §¢d 91d 81 5d
ST o §¢ ST &, 99 d Iad [hRd §U, HHULT Hd gU, HioH HRd gu, AT &1 AN
I gU 3R Tl Fa B (U186 Yol oY 31fE) FRd & ol 39 BRd gu W ¥ ¥ J¢ SH@T faad
I I8d | a1 g M, I, FREM df g Wi el 8, 37 SR gat 9 | 3idg = faaRt wam
fRicmart & g Ryafyer @ Srar 81 YoudT, T iR sideR &1 Aes Rt ¢ 8t glar g1 it
1 SR - TG O U0 &1 Ul 67 B A ¥ A7 91 5, 7 39 S1ARt § 3o fhan $ue
BT gl

I AN 34T UHR &1 Sita Sl & | wfaegyt & gof 59 s o 39 safad &1 9we Jee i
2, o1 & U aifireaw o g1 ITHIfoTes UfasT, IH-Tfe &1 HIY <8 aafad o U fahaT 6 3,
3I9 Y Al S g1 S R ST a1 e a1 SR # o F o Afaw ot skfae alie
3R e HHT HR AT 8, I DI AN SIS THE <d 81 31d TS & foIa=1 it e v
BT 8, 39 ¥ 39 B! I el Bl | Yol $I 39 YRUM § grumye faRimHg I8 § f% o=
I Y 81 & RIM R ARB1ID 67 D1 337 Igdl ot g1 31T dob bt Hf faspard
et Safad A 1o e &Y YA 8l 0T 3139 fausid FRyaus g3 & deqor adTd g iar &
o1 71§ fob F oW b1 uRvgular T 81t 8 fob STl & fawa S0 7 # fhfare ot fasr
I T8l I § AR T8I I3 aRafad M~ U BT g, 7 fob S 0| 39 Talih H SR



T3 1 Hifde avqai & Yae & =fPHI0r S T B 4F YU B ax] 7 Bl HfaRad g 39
&I I 5

Tfiar & g sadgiRes I &1 9uH S & Hoch DI THIA & forg fovar war B 1 o o= &
e e 18 &, 98 & WU $U UBR Il & A I8 39 HT R ¥ U B 1 R ST IR &
I1C TR BT HIs et el 5T, T8 H 307 927 3R sl F 30 HY 3Rl B Heq™ PRl g
TR ey 3R Beieq Slia P ifcded Uil P [T & o1y 8id ©, fobg Arvaman 39 & Hwl,
g, Ay SR W Uit IR AT Bl 30 Hfe o SR Wef & AN O Zad HR ol ¢ | T§ 3[H
B RIHTHT &, o PIS T0 o 1 TR &) R 7811 3fa: 3 BT 34 0 & forg ermat
i H HITGH T H8d §, Ued g

11 g 3 dad 9dll 16.1311

|| SRARRE — YR dfees (3Mfeder) griF - e 111 Ay yrt 7, 7fdr 16.13 11

TR & &7 & Ifera fIaRT & a1, YR g9 & 91d B S, O T8 o Wil & v
81 1 ¢ Bt SRARIRd &1 a8 U g B I & fagE O Sisar g 8k fddt ue argar iR 3iy
fayr 78T Tad g, wfaRiia 81 3R Ud® faaR 4RT &1 WrTd W T 51 39 & dhel J UuH
i\ ued gl

Hrargr a1 yaAmT a3 figeit & 3: axiHi A § T 3 S 3 & T9wRe a9l o) IR 79
AR & Ty & R 81 59 & Yoar et &1 HHRT BT JaRiG [9deor g | 39 &1 T
3rfieRarel a2 A 7 | fpft fawy R e @ fby T feeR-fawef @1 i wed § (s
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Meaning:

That enemy was destroyed by me, others will also be destroyed. | am the lord, | am the enjoyer, |
have accomplished everything. | am mighty and happy.

Explanation:



If someone harbours an endless list of desires, it is impossible for all of them to be fulfilled. So then,
any person who becomes an obstacle to the fulfillment of a desire automatically becomes an enemy.
For instance, if another business becomes a competitor to our business, we begin to treat them as
enemies instead of improving our products. That leads to all kinds of unethical and illegal ways of
getting rid of our competitors, all the way upto physical harm.

Now, many people rise to political power by knocking off their competitors. They begin to think they
are above the law. And since they do not believe in god, they think that they themselves are gods,
and that only they can control the fate of people. They can take the law into their own hands,
because they believe they are the lawmakers. Pleasure and enjoyment is their only goal. Such is the
thinking of gangsters, military dictators and criminals. In the Raamaayana, Ravaana began to think
like this, leading to his downfall.

Other materialistic people may not necessarily become dictators, but try to project their power and
arrogance wherever possible. They say things like they can pick up the phone and call the president
of the country. They have accomplished everything there is to accomplish. There is no one mightier
than them. They mistake this sense of power for happiness, because they have not experienced
what real happiness is. Even a simple act of name dropping indicates a deeper obsession with
materialism and power.
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Meaning:

| am wealthy, | am from a good family, who else is equal to me? | will conduct sacrifice, | will enjoy.
In this manner, he is deluded by ignorance.

Explanation:

In the last shloka, we saw the mindset of those who derive pride from their power. Here Shri Krishna
describes the mindset of people who derive pride from other things such as wealth and family. An
excess of wealth, especially for those who did not come from wealthy families, is the most common
source of pride. Such people boast about their latest expensive toy, their net worth, their
membership in elite clubs and so on. They are only interested in consumption and enjoyment.

Others derive pride from their ancestry and their lineage. For some, this pride comes from the fact
that their ancestors were kings or landowners. For some, this pride comes from the fact that
everyone in their family has always been a doctor or a lawyer. Some others even boast about the
number of sacrifices they have conducted and amount of charity they have donated. Instead of
charity and sacrifice leading to purification of one’s mind, such grandiose spectacles have gaining
publicity and favours as their goal.

If we were to summarize the attitude in these three shlokas, it is this - no one is equal to me. | am
superior to everyone else. So the net result is the strengthening, the hardening of the | notion, the
ego, the aham. Each step taken towards the ego is one step taken away from self realization. There
is no scope for detachment or renunciation. Attachment grows by leaps and bounds in such people.
The root cause of all this is ignorance of one's true nature.
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Meaning:

Bewildered by innumerable fancies, trapped in the web of delusion, addicted to desires and
enjoyments, they descend into a foul hell.

Explanation:

Over 9 percent of the population in western countries is addicted to drugs. Drug addiction begins
when a person has some problem, discomfort or sorrow, such as a teenager finding it difficult to fit it
or an adult losing his job. Using drugs or alcohol appears to solve the problem, so he uses them
repeatedly. At this point, his body gets habituated to the drugs or alcohol and consequently shuts
down all logic and reason. The person has become an addict. His sole aim in life is to do whatever it
takes to satisfy his cravings.

Shri Krishna summarizes the lifecycle of a person with devilish tendencies, which looks worryingly
similar to that of a drug addict. The person in question has an underlying sense of incompleteness or
sorrow. Fulfilling a selfish desire, no matter how insignificant, gives him a temporary burst of joy. He
wants to repeat this sensation, he wants more of it, and thus becomes addicted to desires and
enjoyments. The more he does so, the more power he gives to his emotional mind, and takes power
from his reasoning and intellect. He is trapped in the web of delusion. All he can think about now is
more and more desires to fulfill, and the means to fulfill them.

Whether or not a drug addict or a highly materialistic person literally falls into hell is a different
story. But a life of addiction, a life where inert substances make us dance to their tune, a life where
there is no higher aim or goal, and most importantly, a life where the intellect has taken a backseat,
is no different than any hell with fire and brimstone in it.
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AT TS YTHHHSIT: |
ol AT GRHTaTRgde ] I

"atma-sambhavitah stabdha
dhana-mana-madanvitah
yajante nama-yajiiais te

dambhenavidhi-pirvakam"

1Ty :

SRR WHTE a1t X9 HI §1 AF T a1l gHvS! B o 3R AT AH-UfasT & A &
BIAR Hhad AH-AH & ford fomm fp) Ia-ffy & gvus & Iy a9 A 81 (29)

Meaning:

Self praising, stubborn, filled with intoxication of wealth and fame, they, arrogantly and
unsystematically, conduct sacrifices for name only.

Explanation:

When one is overly materialistic, one is always engaged in a constant game of one-upmanship with
one’s rivals. Such people put in a lot of effort to create the impression that they are always one step
ahead with regards to wealth, power and achievements as compared to their rivals. Shri Krishna



paints a picture of this game of one upmanship in this shloka. He examines how such people perform
sacrificial rituals. Let us look at the broader meaning of the term sacrifice, which means any activity
undertaken for the greater good of society, commonly termed social service.

For instance, imagine that an extremely materialistic individual, one who has devilish qualities,
announces that he will build a school in an impoverished village. First of all, whether the individual is
qualified to build a school or not does not matter. He will praise himself and claim that he is
qualified. He will probably not take advice from others, given his stubborn nature. He will make a big
announcement in the media, but the emphasis will be on the charitable qualities of the founder than
of the school he is building.

When in year or so, the hype of the media has died down, and students start attending the school,
all kinds of irregularities are discovered. The building construction is faulty. There is no proper
budget for hiring good teachers. The money raised for this effort has been funnelled into
guestionable channels. In a nutshell, the entire effort has been conducted unsystematically, only for
the temporary image enhancement of the founder in the media. As with the other scenarios we
have seen in this chapter, the root of all this is the intoxication of wealth and fame.
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"ahankaram balarm darpam
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pradvisanto 'bhyastyakah"

1Ty

RIS WHIG aTal I e SRR, 9, gHUS, HIHAISH 3R iy & e Biabe 3uq 3R
IR & IRR H YT G RAeT &t a1 S are 391 8id g1 (2¢)

Meaning:

Taking refuge in egotism, power, arrogance, desire and anger, these resentful people hate me, who
dwells in one’s own and in other’s bodies.

Explanation:

Shri Krishna starts to summarize the list of aasuri sampatti or devilish qualities by highlighting the
primary ones. The foremost devilish quality is egotism. Considering anything other than the eternal
essence as the | is egotism. For most of us, the | is our body and mind. This incorrect understanding
comes from avidyaa or ignorance of our true nature. In the Mahabhaarata, ignorance is symbolically



represented by the blind king Dhritarashtra, and egotism by his first child Duryodhana, the cause of
the Mahabhaarata war.

When egotism or the | notion is strong, one tends to impose one’s will on others. This is balam or
power. One tends to disregard one’s duties, rules and norms, lose all sense of right and wrong, due
to the strength of egotism. This is darpam or arrogance. Their primary aim of life becomes kaama or
selfish desire, resulting in krodha or anger when these desires are not fulfilled. Other devilish
tendencies such as hypocrisy, pride and ostentation are variations of these primary qualities. We
should always be on the lookout for the rise of such qualities in us.

Shri Krishna goes on to say that such people hate Ishvara who dwells in everyone, including the very
people who are harbouring these devilish qualities. They never listen to Ishvara who, as the voice of
conscience, pleads them to not fall prey to these qualities. They do not follow the instructions of
Ishvara as laid down in the scriptures. Instead, they resent him and hate him, as well as those who
follow his path by cultivating divine qualities.
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"tan aham dvisatah kriran
samsaresu naradhaman
ksipamy ajasram asubhan

asurisv eva yonisu"

1Ty

RIS TWUTE AT ST, HRep T SR ATl § 378 Bid ©, T 37ed T &1 Hf TR Ul R
T fR-R SRR At & & AR @@t g1 (R)

Meaning:

Those who are hateful, cruel, they are wretched in this world. Definitely, | cast such inauspicious
people into devilish wombs, repeatedly.

Explanation:

What happens to people who, through their devilish behaviour, cause trouble to everyone and
everything around them? Shri Krishna says that through their behaviour, such people become
naraadhamaan, the lowest of the humans, the most wretched category of people in this world. They
mistakenly think that they are above the law. But they are not above the law of karma. Ishvara
ensures that such people get the punishment that they deserve, which is rebirth into devilish wombs
such as those of animals and insects.

Let us first examine the symbolic meaning of this shloka. As we have seen in earlier chapters, we are
at our best when the intellect has supremacy over our senses and our mind. But in people with
devilish attributes, this picture becomes topsy turvy. The senses rule over the intellect. Logic, reason,
duty, all such characteristics of the intellect are suppressed. Only sensual consumption takes
precedence.

Now lets look at the shloka. Each time someone gives precedence to their senses as opposed to their
intellect, their ego, their sense of |, ties yet another know, makes yet another association with the



senses. Symbolically, each time this happens, they take birth in a devilish womb. This situation
cannot carry on for a while. History is full of tyrants and dictators who let their greed get the better
of them, made one miscalculation, and died horrible deaths at the hands of their subjects or their
enemies.

Literally, this shloka asserts the working of the law of karma. Out of nowhere, we find that we
experience unexpected professional success, monetary and personal gains. Similarly, we find that
unexpectedly, we have to go through a rough, painful patch. Good or bad actions that we have
performed in our present life, or perhaps in a previous life, always bring their consequences back to
us. In fact, whenever we are going through a rough patch, we should be glad that the consequences
of our bad actions are getting exhausted.

Similarly, people who commit devilish actions also get their payback. But their payback is harsher
than what most of us go through. Shri Krishna says that such people take birth into species such as
animals and insects. In such species, there is no scope for using the intellect to gain self realization
and liberation. Only humans have this ability. Any state where we cannot access the intellect,
whether we are in a human form or not, is the worst punishment possible.
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AHUTAT HI=d dadl graedt A i

"asuri yonim apanna
mudha janmani janmani
mam aprapyaiva kaunteya

tato yanty adhamam gatim"

1Ty :

T P! TGS A ) UTed gU 7T I8 3! oI aeb SRGE A 1 &1 U 81 T ©,
T SRS WG a1 A T T 78Ik 3d=d 3ieW Tia (Fg 9if) &1 8 o 81 €1 (0)

Meaning:

Entering into devilish wombs, the deluded individuals, from birth after birth, do not attain me, O
Kaunteya. They attain destinations even lower than that (state).



Explanation:

Here, Shri Krishna expresses his regret about a lost opportunity. Anyone who has attained a human
birth has a chance to achieve self realization and liberation. But those individuals who engage in
destruction of others instead of improving their state give up this golden opportunity. Such people
enter a never ending descent into lower and lower realms of existence. An example given in most
commentaries is that of kumbhipaaka, where individuals spend their time in a pot of boiling oil.

Such is the rare and special nature of a human birth, that most spiritual masters have mentioned it
in their texts. Shankaraachaarya begins the Vivekachoodamani text with this proclamation : "For
beings a human birth is hard to win, then manhood and holiness, then excellence in the path of wise
law; hardest of all to win is wisdom. Discernment between Self and not-Self, true judgment,
nearness to the Self of the Eternal and Freedom are not gained without a myriad of right actsin a
hundred births".

The practical implication of this shloka is the importance of free will. Only a human has the ability to
shape his or her destiny. Plants, animals and birds cannot do so. All they can do is follow their
instincts and their sense organs. If we also start ignoring our intellect and empowering our sense
organs, there remains no difference between us and animals. We lose all traces of sattva, and only
exist through rajas and tamas.
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"tri-vidham narakasyedam

dvararm nasanam atmanah

kamah krodhas tatha lobhas

tasmad etat trayam tyajet"
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8 3fSl-! STATHT &7 fa-T=T % aTdl ", HIY IR AY' T T ISR H gRAJA B Rp A
S aTd €, SAT 31 il Bl AT &1 Afell (RQ)

Meaning:

Three gates of hell cause one's destruction, desire, anger and greed. Therefore, give up these three.



Explanation:

Like a good teacher, Shri Krishna summarizes the entire chapter comprising the rather lengthy list of
devilish qualities into three main ones: desire, anger and greed. He says that we always need to
watch out for these three qualities in our daily lives, and minimize them as much as possible. He calls
them gateways into hell, because they lead to the path of destruction rather than the path of
liberation. Even the order of these three is important, because both anger and greed follow desire.

The second chapter explained how kaama or desire comes into our lives. Dhyavato vishayaan, by
constantly thinking of an object (or a person or a situation), we develop an association with it. If
carried on for long, this association results in a desire to procure that object. If anyone or anything
comes between us and the object, we develop anger. And once we have the object, once our desire
is fulfilled, we want more of the object. This results in greed.

So then, how do we tackle these three gates of hell? Let us first look at kaama or desire. If desire
develops through contemplation of objects, we can reduce desire to a certain extent by keeping a
watch on what we expose our mind to. For example, we can go to the mall with a shopping list
rather than wander around shops that we don’t need anything from. But the root of desire is the
labelling of objects as desirable by our mind. This labelling or superimposition is known as
“shobhana adhyaasa”. It is why the same dress looks desirable to one person and irrelevant to
another, since objects by themselves are not desirable. Controlling and convincing the mind through
study of scriptures and meditation helps to reduce this labelling.

Desire is somewhat easy to control, but once we are in the grip of anger, it becomes somewhat
difficult to do so. At least we do not publicly display our desires, but we do not hesitate to show our
anger publicly. We require tremendous control over our mind in order to release ourselves from the
grip of anger. It is therefore better to focus on rooting out unnecessary desires than to confront
anger directly.

Lastly, lobha or greed can be kept in check through charity. Anytime we start feeling pride over our
wealth or possessions, we should immediately donate a portion of our wealth or possessions. How
exactly we should do so is covered in the next chapter.

|1 &t getem 11



ITAT 3 UTad Telids § &gl AT {5 ot gefy die & ol SR s wiufe s=e & el g1 Y a8
SRRy 3MTelt et ¥ § W8l YR B BT gl 31 IR & WiTuerdf &1 Jug, 0, 9318,
3R 3fE S 3= fRad €, 37 H S HeagfG A1 SMHY 8, 99, 961 HS &l -Rb! B} RB o
ST g1 U P, Y, Ty, 7ig, e 3R ARk —— A W3y AF T €1 57§ A ogl R A
BT, PEI IR &l BT 3R Bel R Th &I HYF a1 a1 g1 W 3 I Ao &1 T &€ u1d & B
1 99 H S 51 T & il HIHAT & DBRUI 51 SEH ST 3[R ™ & Dailed aidb H
39T 7 UBT U1 {35 Ay 7 =gt g3 ot UTy 7 3R i Rl § 3 b SWH WEaH A FH
3R DY, T & TF FA- | TR 39 el J ol T Weg SHR BIEAT 1 81 T JardT Kiifds HIE-l
H fow U8 W B 31T 81 Tt B, Iy 3R ArH, I i 2 ard &1 a1 2 i 1l bt R
gl &1 1 B B 3R T8 B R gRrdice BT @Y &1 STeT T s Sfeball ST 8, I8
I & T B HINT SR T8 B ST 3MTct ¢ | TR o8] BIH 3R @MY, 3! Wad &9 F 3T
€, T8l HNT B S/ DI ABR B 3R U DI 35T B ABR A AT § 3R 37 GA1 & Sre
TS R HIY 311 81 SIF BT, By 3R Y, &1 31 §¢ wd €, 9 Hig 8ia &

Wi g@EU g, d NP g@wy| 3d 331 siiad § Hf I7%7 oo T & Wl SR R &1
3FIHT R THhdT & | R YA ¥ W 3R RSP & 31 HI Ht I 811 51 39 IA1Db & Rb
& A9y gR 9”0 T &1 $H U ST HT TS T35 BT SRR AR H ISR IR 34
e Tar qUT ST BT ST T ¢ 1B, HIY 3R WY gl HIH § dal oIy BT gl
WYTa® g1 foelt fawg &1 g& &1 Ared HSIHR SUDT AR e & ¥ 39 vy &1
HIAAT ST Bichl ¢ | G T HIHATY[d | Bls aTeT 3T §, a1 S99 hie &7 gidl g1 afg e
< g1, iy 2t SaT I U Bia § fob 98 Shad Bl AT B gavad Yafd &, [ad ) &
30 o I Sl <l ¢ Il ST gul §1 St &, A &1 M Sgdl ol § 3R 39 UHR,
ID! o BT g Bl AT ¢ | SRS HT a8 UG A Heardl 8, Sl g9R aaHH TS &
HTG & fauTed oxar 81 vl oW & w3t =i~ iR q@ i 18T gidll, Fifoh 3=y gt @iy
&1 WY B

Tgl 89 Uafa UaH 3Med &1 JHSHT el 8| Ugfd U UHR &I ARG § off 89 fohd &1 &
fore Ofka et €, sied [l Fd & aR R aRA &1 351 § o ¥ Jfad &1 AFRIS I
BT 21 Ugfa afe el § @ smed it et Bl vafa & safddea & U saea 71 fdda afe
g BTt ot ot fopar Y fapa o wohan € ST @ oY 7 vgfa ofR 71 € eited st B
RIS 4 & 91 Uid 8, I8 9d dP AFRIedl 3 7 96 B aRidrel g4 & ol 91 3fdd
3{TIRge § df g Safad fa=y &1 9 grm foog Uafd =16t 3fe afe o8 yRon 99 W1 fo 02t =
R 3 arortt 3Tt § ST T8t oY I8 3fed o | 9 g U € ], aifer it & g arentt ot @
& 78 vl 1 Ugfd TaH Sied H T, iy TaH a3 o df 39 fdd &1 IGR WTaH +ft
T8 R 3R IV R YT USal g1 9o His o 70T 3ryar gifor ax oo oy & anefq @
9 d% 319 B Ugfd a1 3Ted 8! 99| oI & I8 Ughy Ta 3fed 89 od §, 7% 39 &
3nef g S 81 PR T8 SRS gwuer ot ugfa g at uae +f FAfdd 1 9w Y HiaeTg T
Ugfd 3 q 98 T HIH HRal bl ¢ o 98 fdepiad g R A | frg afe g gm @




HIgTT3l R faorg o % foram @ o FAfyd € 39 @ w¢1 fsem wwantt wig 3R T8 8 Il
foraft +ft 7S 1 afcRicd I 1 I A SUIST I Bl U TaH 3Med W 71 IS vafa ife g,
@ Tg e gf 3R amRye © o o e gt

ST, HIY 3R Y, T T T HT U= B a1 g1 F5F7 H7 Ie=g | T 3R T8 =t
BT 81 T, HY 3R Y & 9 fobar ufdfohar U &y &1 g9 JAg &, I WTa &1 e g6
PR BT g TS & safery 59 =1 &) @t &1 =gl

&dig o7 SIR SRR U B AT AT H I8 i B, B 3R Y B A 3| WD g o
T MTHYU Uopfa Ul el €, ST Tfl, & T1 UG STd I B off TaU 81 PR HTeR Pl
TIRY, 31T ST a1 TH H1 3rHTE H it o SRR vafa &1 3R fad &1 e[ H Wi ol
§ 3R 98 90 a1 Jyd +ft T8 Ura| Sfere sreaTed H 391 9G¥ €1 §HIE Y@ Bl gl T g o
T2Y & o T, It TR Wl & fore g3 31t °rde g1 Sa1eT Sy a9 & dahR H Wl
Te=gd St o 8 Topdlt B

3T M T, Y R @Y F IRd 8 HT A8 Ugd ]

118 3 ad Idll 16.2111

|| GG -~ YR 3afess (A1Ra®) <= - S <= 11 faRy umT 15, 74T 16.21 11

S 2= 37 faaR) &1 TUg § O oiid & faem 3iR 39 i 3R 51 & 3R] &1 uRuifid =
213U Puar Yfid 7 8 ok 38 S o ¥ e T

S G T UH YR g’ g1 39 & Sifgwn o wara ®i fean 1 g1 9F o &1 A
YR 24 TfHR THI-TJHY IR TIR Ih H By Sitdl & STt F U IUCY 9 39 R R
3T B | TTHT B3t TdTsd! 3° g° H 3ifar e, wira #erdR & gRT oI =i &1 gARTgor g
| 39H g B! UTHIOTG T BT HHBIUS B! HTYHT 3R SISl b HRUT {Ear samn a1l S gxH
F IUR Sl 3R HH HT T WY IS HIA J g1 5TF Siid 37 HH] DI U e F oot
U Y Oad $R <dl § Al 98 W WG &7 ST | AT 39 e 3 T Gue &=l
ysdl g1 I8 o9 4 Pt \ifere Ar=udT g




T BT THYH B dTel S Weg b1 ogedfey R F AR 78 3, Rrgept 3ref grar 2 fawran
3YTq 98 Afad R Swa18T (HHTeH) Td T WR faord Ui dReph RN & ol TR &
AN q G U R ot 81 381 oM & IUSRN b1 A a1 O T S AIGId
RIGTd S g% & ¥9 & TReATd U OF &R 3fed o= & A1 § off S S g1 o o |
e iR (HETEY, SHI & $3R) gU S T BuYda qul sif< JgdR (34AM) gul 39
& PO didaxl & A1 Biag § ot fiad &, o ST Urdivar v gt B

OF 2= & U@ I U (W1 uter H fora T €1 a1e H 59 O fagl A W o o IRy
foRd | IH Qo0 $° & SHUN 3T SHRAT! §RT X dward Y €1 W@yl g1 98 ugel I~
& o e wteT & ey § oF Rigrdl & aut oifl &1 qul &0 9 quiF far T g1 s9%
TYTq 3 oiF [dgH! - UXpd T THRU, G-, BT, Aledh i &I a1 S| &9 J g9
ST 39 TR &-

T ol ol giffeur

S 98 &, o 101 8iR 7 §1- Tuafdag s | 07 Wy i § SR uafg e ® o | 3
it P & WS - () HIATH®D (T) SAHTATHD | TWRGYH! & o1 5o BT K T™a =T8T | I8
T Sodl ¥ &1 |1 S0 9 §; i ST I & dFl deiur I, 307 (&) R e dieg
81 G & 4l ¥ g AP 3R SFARGHH | SFRIHTE & 3d 811 I 39 H Had &Id DI gl
O et &, Safds SHRIDT & & UhR & S0 - (F) S1d 9T (F) 3fi1d | Iaq Sod Sitd 3@l
3{THT €| TR =1 & Tg! AT Siid Haard! gl Sid H T107 9uT RIS, AFRS 3R s
e &, Forae &rf & yura ¥ huxifives, enfdes, emaio=ifig, sherfie aur aifkHToms- 3
T U107 ¥ Tgad, T6d & | 507 & FY Saq IR Igt “HIGGRNTS U0y Yad (Soiord) Heard gl
Y UHR Jed Jad S1d &1 TRT el offdl 8| OFF SRMTER ofid A Ud aauesm g1 sifaar
& HRUT 9§ F=F H Sl 51 3T UHR Siid & &I Ve ¢- IR U9 G | IR & G & 95
RITER 3R S €, BT SFH-gdiera, U, RIe™ auT doieTd aia g1 RIe g &1
GER1 O “3fiia B, e i U §-ud, sied, ST, ged SR &1l




FH

S o= B o1 & gBF 318 N §dT 7T § - JHaR0, GRIARU, 3G9, Hig=id, 31, 1, =
3R 3R

S & AR B Uigfore (IRIR®) 3rfd 4ot & B F I oS Uerdf §1 3 337, 59 3R
Y 9 O 7, TR 3R arep 1 fepanall qur ararel 4 YT 1d 81 o & g S U A 4 A B-

. 1. 911 3T ARG U

. 2. 3T SNt o ATR1aT 81 &

=10 ¥ 9 &5 & IR 9¢ §-

(37) TR, (§) ARG (F) 3R (W & §14h) 3R (S) Al

3 TR Urdig v & f IR 9 8-

(3f) SN HH (§) 919 HH (9) T HH 3R (€) I&-19 FH|

A € 316 IRE P HH T2 B HRUT ¢

S U H 91d dxal &1 9uie et 1 98 8-



O %[ & TR HH YeITd &1 ofid T H YR 63 B 3Rdd Hed o Rad g & §e &bl
HROT

1. S B WRATS &7 Sia 9 §Y S|

2 R
3 IECR
4 e
Y

Sfia & SR BT Jo SR AT FAIHE &1 U & DRI ST P Jgd (IWR) T 3MehT= 81 o
DI S I Hel T g1 Sid & Ygdl # Y I Ugd “HIard UeT g1 7, Sl fb Sfia &1 arafa®
WY A B a7 § 3R S T & ey o 81

ey

Sfa T Jgd ¥ Gad 81 ofFT of ey §| I8 Hiel & UHR &I - YIalel 3R Soamier| yradier gl
Siagfad 81 98 ardfad Wel ¥ Uga $1 SaRAT 8 | S0 IRI °Idig HH} 6T AT 8 offdll 8 | 39
q1G B S HHf P AT 811 WR Sog-Hig Hft Ui 1 ot 81 Sl & S8R Hief U o3
¥ foIU SRE SVl ¥ gad Y& MaWF g, Ol 37 UBR & A, 3RU, TR, Thd,
3, 3R, 3Ad, YR, Aok, T, fergay aur emfagen|

T B FHATET



T T & THH € Wa T Gt || JHAET & UTHIG S UHI0 Bt S8 S e’
H A9 8- U, SITAM YT Tec | S i TgTe i AT &1 ufdure Bd g-

TS fASTHT Uga: g
FrguUiiifafey wrge Yag=d |l ((FIAEAR, 30)

SOP SR §URT I UF U 161 el S Yhal| I Td Moferd T & gar 8

sifgan

S R T 59 &1 g&H fadeH gofT 81 39 &1 U JBI HRUT I § [ SUHI U g0l Jas-aa it
(7o I § TR 31 P13+ a1 B g3 31 8, 3G YdapTal 3R 3d Wfass & qren-2em),
SeRrft (et frddt W ot I-gw =1 B) wroht 7 & Ry e, s S T gad AR
WA gRT 31 81 fSH% 9aid §U A1 R 9 R TS ST 30T Hediol o qdhel! g

3T T 3R W BT BRI W19 WY §, BIs GIRT I W B &1 el Febal| o, Jaoi,
Sy-Tef MG foF o TFrar 31 Sifean, ¥ey, 9u 3 59 o &1 4o |

ERIMCAEEIE]

O T2 T TR P forddt S4R GRT ST 83T WBR et Hal &, AU 2yd AT 81 57
TR 3M1fE S 2t e B, S/ i R arelt H1S Wit I e 81 Sfig 99 B IR §,
3 & TR WHY 3 a1 R Bl Bl Y- & ol 98 A, R, &g, Td fada (IHR)
il § S AR0T HRT 38T ]

11 B8R 3 aq a1 faRY YT 15, 7T 16.21 11



| SrOGHRTaGIdr Il 16.2211

@WWWW I
R ATH: FT&dd! ATfe TR Tl

"etair vimuktah kaunteya
tamo-dvarais tribhir narah
acaraty atmanah sreyas

tato yati pararm gatim"

1Ty :
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o HATUTBRY HH BT SR FHRaT G WA (TRHATAT) BT UT &1 ST 81 ()

Meaning:

One who is free from these, the three gates of darkness, does good to himself, O Kaunteya, and with
that, attains the supreme goal.

Explanation:

Shri Krishna describes the fate of one who has successfully conquered desire, anger and greed, the
three gates of tamas or darkness. He says that such a person, from a practical standpoint, puts his
life on the right track, he does good to himself. From an absolute standpoint, such a person attains
the supreme goal of self realization, of oneness with Ishvara, instead of entrapment in the never
ending cycle of birth and death.



With this shloka, the message of the entire sixteenth chapter is summarized and concluded. Most of
us, given the materialistic nature of the world, are on the path of preyas, the pleasant, the path of
continuous satisfaction of selfish desires. Shri Krishna urges us to slowly tune down the three
devilish qualities of desire, anger and greed, so that we can start walking on the path of shreyas or
the auspicious, the path of the divine qualities. Only then do we become qualified to attain the
supreme goal of self realization.

Having heard this, we probably have a question that arises in our minds. Every second of our lives,
we are bombarded with a ton of desires. If our awareness level is high, we can regulate them some
of the time, but not all of the time. Furthermore, anger can erupt and take over our mind within a
microsecond. How can we, on our own, control desire, anger and greed? It is not easy. Anticipating
this question, Shri Krishna answers it in the next shloka.

|| fedl Tee 11

89 3 g it vl i usfa armm Bard 1ol @ 39 g &1 Fere Rl B1 3 A DS W B U
fRR 78 81 fhg vafa Tam 3iied @ afe I 701 I & 1Y B § |l 98 <t wHe U ® SR afe
TE Ugfd UaH 3Med & WY qHEIY TaH I & 1Y B al SRS Je 71 3rufd vugfd aw eied
¥ 59 o # FRRAT 81 a1 98 T3 4ot g1 S df vehfa o A sifRR 1o § fRR Tun @F gt
IR 8 1 IR WIS Sie, TaeR H, HH H TaH Al &I b iNd &3 # gl gl
THTIRISH B1d & g il T & 3felT 3faiT Biell 3

RATHT FHEd § "% T | T B 3fe §:F 3R AIgEY RBRAT R & gR & o7 a1
SISO W FeT AT TS SMTRUT BT B, SAHABH T HT TeH Hal ¢l o 98 uga wfe &
IR B I TET FHRAT AT, 3G S BT AR 8 S ¥ Bl § 3R 3 WIeF ¥ (T8 ) WA B
31T Her o ot T R A B

aeelier B o &) TRep H1 SaToT Il 4T §, 31 B, 1Y 3R A BT T8l aHIgR &gl T
21 TH A SRIBR HI 8, S 3 J 34T gidl 8| arad & f 37 &1 3nfe &, HRur R 91y 3
SR, WYY, TRURER 3fe uga off 76T & ok e +ft 7Y @7 iR 9@ off 37 ufqeror
TR 8 |1 8 31d: 39 T AHaT B I 3 A 7 <=0 ghh 3nfe St Pt R =P et g e
3Ufq §fg & SRIGR BT I8 81 3(d: I HIH 3G I Yad GIR Sl 3T BT SRl
FRAT §, I8 TRHI &1 U §) ST ¢ | 3 e o1 39 &1d B (A raerit &=t anfed
% a8 S, HIY R @Y —- dF I FrauHE R




S A1 BT AT T G §U S AT BT 5, I8 Aad J 3l WD ol o) Sl e a8
BIdT 8, S 31 GINI Y S0 1Y XA 81 Tal ¢l R b B, FHUC, ISAM, T, HIY S TAR
1y | g0, ol Tl Tl Srgfs, T A Uy gl 36, O § Wied W1 Hiaie rH T8 g It
HRU | 5 aufae req § @ 381 W W Ty ot arRafas IAfd el dad, 3 @ 3o
faRry uftad @1 3y &t BiaT 37 Al ¥ IRd B W YfS Wa-warifaw ot g1 sia o
IS A TR BT RE H I & 3l | 3T RATEHTDT 3% B9 98 df Wad: & IS 3

S WIYHI BT, 1Y R Y T Yod g &1 Yad IR &, d aRad H A< & U Bl
YA NHWT I MY T 8 b S SO & 1T § I8 IR A6 B Urfeq gt | ot oft
AT B UM & oy TFRIE iR g wfcaal &t sawaesar gidl 8, S Urd 39 SIS Sfawon
% ®RU o g &fior Bt 81 SURIT R & 377 B3y gRI & I o1 Iuw e fear mr B
T8 TS & o0 ST § 1999 Xeq &1 3dTG -Ta| (b dl ol Tobdl | TP & 39 s Bl AR
TR 3R S g1 SUNT & SMTERUN ¥ 7 Had HYH BT & Hedvl gidl &, AU ST Iu
& qHS & Hear | off 98 T8 gidl 7

U TR To! G/ H AT BT g3 AUH IRA A& B U Bidl ¢ | Wipiad 3R s
faemr B1s th 3T & uca arelt snefe g 78 81 o UahR, U Td &t defl I I
R St 8, S UPR, S=IH, 378 Td T & TRl ¥ Yufcd &t Uit d &1 faard
I X AT 8| B B [ABI B UET SSAIHN Hal H® AP ¢ | 39 TP W SO BT
N ¥ W 7 1 Uit gl T g1 TR Ta1 YT ol Wbl & 1o ANT b GRT AT (W) B &1
FHdl § HHIOH & AN A U U1 WG &1 UG ol THT & HITaH Hed g 1o ol g3 37
ST &1 TN HXal &, T8 [, WIS BT 30 BT & AN BT o SFERUN vl G,
o & waaey 39 qof@ &1 Tifcd Bl 51 SIRIX el & N T 99 e o6 TR0l Bl
U YU & g1 ST 7 § | ST IRl BT 37T HR & daJIR 3Rl g A9 & g
TN ¢ |

3rcdd R sregg § die o Wity 1 31 IR, §Sd et iR HagIRe ARl IAf 3R
Ifddd fIeTT HT 39 TH a9 F TTST T 81 bl g fb WA WY H8d & M, Y 3R
Y D AN HR Siigd ol a1 fad R o1 gR IS HR W & 97 R Id Usdl g1 39 &
dg, I3, &, &1, 3Ry o i T8t Uil g, i S/aTu &l BreA ¥ 8 I8 9gTu Wd: 8l 99
F 1Y B S 31 B 31 IR, AYA SR M @ Wehd ©, By ARG, i iR
3D g Tl § 3R A+t 38 ) Ty & g1 fordht oft R, saaam, i<y, w1
IR 3R TG DI Il ifd & g o 7gt 1 SfR[ur S8 ©, TSI, AT,
TiaT® MR 3nffes faredt +ft Tt &1 g 39 <1 701 9 81T 8 3IR AR 3 <fiF 01 & BieA
3 gt g



ST ST B ford IRy SIIR gad €, 37 B off TRATT Bt UG gielt 8, TR off TaT =1
IR &AM &F 9§ SR I 5, 307 DI Tg! TaH I GHSd § TaH bl B o1d g &
dOR +ft 78} B SR dbee oad & 989 B | T | 8, 3 DI 1 I Bl 8, T§ A &F
woiie H ugd 3l

118 3 da 9d 1116.2211

|| SRR - HRAW 3fafed (Af®) gvfF - Sy <= 11 faw YmT 16, T 16.22 11

I o= 3R Sy e S BT 3MeRT 3feRT TH §U, Ay o P 3faiid Sy I3 HY g9 qHe
gl

HeldHl d

Mg < I AU 3T <= J & S WA g & Fai0r & o1 g oH & fafts gt gr
fae Ry foran mar SR a1 o R Ul & IUHT TR g g § Ot dig ot &1 a1 I T
21 g1 & | HH, T Ud U 3P 91eH 8 8

< & IUex dF few! & Yoferd 81 3 g e, fara fes ok aifiyenw e weard €13
e dig o & M g forareier T &t URom g 7d 31 Aiferes faRivar 81 Sufva! &1 st
3Ed 3R URadTNd g1 §§ & IR URad g I g1 ufdef g2 & gRigagey iR vt
J off ufeads & T AT 39 uRadH @1 Bis suRad-ia SmaR off T8 81 SR o siiaRk®
ST B PIS ¢d T el &1 oTel Uerd "awemil’ & gt g1 e Hft Ierat 3R fa bt 4R
21 U UPR digHd § IUMYE! & AIE HT TS HRb "3FTEAIG" Bl RITIHT B Ts g1 b
i Sigra & & 3R o T €1 31 o1 7 A W ot diged peon 4 siavid 81 3@ 9
=fad B € g5 7 IO for ofR g & R T Jurd @il | ffae, qeom onfe # g &1
PHRU) FISTHR 3B P I5G DI Faivr &I T Jar|




FTEATE B & BRU g 4 BT daid F fary garml 39 faiy &1 wa g8 gof & aig o &t
HRd 9 FaiRyd 811 Ut foreg TR o gdlf <=1 o IUDT YR gof| 5 & Al § Have
& PRI B YUl §9 MU Sy UG daid & JH LG ¢l SHHT 99 § JaR

RIgiade & ouR dig WRT § IR <= UG €1 378 aWie 3R IiEifas dd d-am
WRT B ¥ 78 SRl dighd 81 59%! vaR o Tt & §1 dieR SR Aefiie 7 HeraH
WRT A 1 98 S SlgAd 81 37 IRI S BT 350 1 B! 3R Ysdifezal H il 3
T Afes RURT H ¥geRHl &1 3 §of| 3 UHR HRdTT WRORT H <= Wuerl &1 sfaufa
TATYT Ueh &) 1Y G311 § YT ST [Ahr TRER faRly & gR1 g 31 ufdndt o= o wifa 3
%2 gafR %9 7 3fea e gu g

IYSY (400 3.), PARCIT (200 3.) T (300 $.) 3R AN (200 3.) 37 <2 & g A
| QUG A ST avg3f BT AT T AT & T T IhT TA& A &1 3fd: 39 a1
T&dIe 3Ydl "Iaifkicddle’ ®ed 3| Weifae Ad & IR Uerdf &7 Ude T, 3 A gl g
3{d: I TRIIHIAIE Hed & | TNER Ad & IR a1 Uerif &1 =l 161 g1 S $3 faurs
31 8 98 fage A 8| AR A4 fagare deardl ¢ Ireaflie 7d & AR fage of 9«
TSI 81 99 $B A ¢l LI BT o FREGUTE, F:waw 0 srar sifAdaia g1 Rare &1 98 A
dgid & S§l & 9gd e 3T o1l |

Sféd uf=g

G TR U URMHS BT T S A $1 g1 Uild SRIRA  FU R G A T H GG &
JUCRN & YR R fafld fagrt 7 39 snenfdie 9 T U I SRIFGRRA ST §5
ERT JAUYH IRATY F {38 T8 IUGR # ¥ IR SR SU PR § -

GO RIYAT YR ST HHATN a1 3| -
1.9~ TR gOHY R

2. GUIUGH GRH- W Id T P HRUT g (JWN)

3. gWMRIY- g& P IR0 IHa §

4. GEFRIYAR- 3@ Fares Anf (smsiffie @)



JSIHHd 39 IRI ol H Y GEUYGHR & =TI gIaRIFaM (SRR, Sfd, Hd, IUTGH, T,
T, W, YSTIeH, e, fag, TR aur sifaem) qur g-afRiy & Iur 7 iRt
(T €Y, TP Hdhed, TG aTun, T-ID HH, TG 3HToid, TG YId, T Ffd qul
T ) 1 faRY 7ga g1 39% sifalad gaxiia (i, srRay, TauTyol, siEred aul
ORIIE) TUT GIERT SMdH (Ua JMT-=al, Ua Hf-<al, 77 3R i), S I HH &
TMfeu- ot MR #T =B | Ty &1 axga: IR 3 Tl &1 fawg f3ae & aig <=+ B

I G BT URMYS Foft AU, T & HeWYUl Uy &I b [T 7T, S {6 IR TR & &4
H 9 UHR ST STl 5

= Mt faadafae Y A9 ST
INTRIRAG g A~ Aageari faadisiaa: |

3SR efftraamaragiid ggafa AETe:
Tgel &UITR T qoha dHTR! HINd |

JUINS TR (STRnd Tdears)

Y 31ef Y I F gad 3l Tge T HFG B

e TWer (STenyfRgars)

3 S1end &Y 3R A § | I STRISRT @ Il gl WIBR aRd §, [ €P & We A TH &
fore forr FRTer g IR & o forey wmdley srufq o T §1 IEnf~ae Ad o O &1 Rufa

e St 7l

TR g8l (fagmare)



H IR §fS & 3MHR & Y § ol g A & aremd =a o €1 fort srufq sraafase &
3 famT &1 334 BiaT 38T 31 i oy Twafa ) T § et axgatt &1 99 B ]
I T IR T BT [T FRIBRT IR &1 7% gt ATefiyes Id & JH T < UhR P
A TS B

31) URHIf®
§) a8 |

ARG H Ty URBfUd iR WRa &l ®U Ul g1 T81 fad &1 gt ught aut fghy (FRiy,
qfF) Bt 81 Tft axge o &1 €1 fAped B1 38 & sirerafaw #ed 21 I8 SiefayE eifdie
fogmt @t g=afq 9 3|

oA JEErR (LdlE)

gl S1eI UaH 3 GIH! sl &1 g Ho faaem ga g, 5 & sifda-ia g1 3 fhad 99 &1 gt
3T § fRYd AFA § 3R 3 UPR &1 T WbR HId o

3) Higfis T - HASId ATdgIRD Il
¥) TRATRI® 9 - URSHd 9

gl & 39 IR IWiEEl H T UYH & BT Y g T U7 31| SFY o I 7e 3 g
B Iwrer gurdard) aut gaffard! §, siefe Aemam! Iwer 7 ¥ aneR! faeuR @ 8

TRH T%d dYT IRA ¥U # WIHR HRd ¢ ATeafie 3 U AU Td Idads ugid g1
I8! HRU ¢ o Areafiies Yarg & gda-iRimare & Ai O off ST S g

ST 9T AR &t 3T 3 UIATE . Sl fob Treard =gt §-

&foreparg



gl P IR ¥ BT FR=R IR gil Bl 8 SR Bis it uarl e & 4 ifers RIrl T8t
Tgar gl dis o A fadt +ft Y eont o U 1 Y T8 Tavan, SRR arre off et § ok g
R &fUrpdTe Fedrdl & | 39% AT dig Adrar! urg: dufrar »f 3o 30 |1 99 a%

U SadT B, 99 b 39! ol T &t a1 Udiid gl 3, Stafr I8 Rrar eme! fRrarsit &t te
$GA B T §g ¥ Iue e <ot §ig & I Rran § fire §; fbeg Riansil & AR vare @
Thdl BT HH BT 81 34 UbR e eref & B, fb=g S8 Tobar &1 Uil Bielt 21 39
UHR I8 g Faae 3k «siyadie’ & o9 o1 Awd 7rf g

daagdTe

T ¥ dd Ud 9 & T 814 TR GERI a%g &1 IR 37al Th BRI & YR W
TS H &) IR F g1 Ueiaggare arder off g ok e oft) Tmder =P @ 98 TR § 8k
fRug =P I Fafon a5 eftrearg &1 Hifa Mydare iR Swaedig & T &1 A1 ¢; ST 39
AerEanf HF1 ST § SR ST TR arel ATeafii |

Y % & TRE HH &0 Ub IR Bl ITF B & HRUg; T §-

10 3ifae
2¢ TWHR
3« faqA
4o [H—XY
5¢ YSUdA
6o I

7 AT

ge U

9e 3UTGIH
10e Hg

11 STl

12 SRT-HTT|



- WY
. faamT

. 3T

. ERCAI]
. YT
. TRI&d

11 8RR 35 aq I | fa=IY YT 16, 7T 16.22 11

| g HRTagIdr Il 16.2311

: YRATIIHGSY ddid BIHBRT: |
9 ¥ Ryfgmamfa 9 & 9 wi o

"yah $astra-vidhim utsrjya
vartate kama-karatah
na sa siddhim avapnoti

na sukham na param gatim"

HraTy



S IS SISt & a1 H BihR WAl Bt fAfd &1 AT R 30 g1 79 ¥ Sd Bt W fafert
T BH P 8T €, I8 AT A dl RIS PV U B el 8, 7 T ! UTed bR TTell § 3R - IRA-
T ®I & T B OTa g1 (3)

Meaning:

He who dismisses the laws of scripture and conducts himself according to impulses of desire, he
neither attains success, nor happiness, nor the supreme goal.

Explanation:

Imagine that we have to assemble a complex piece of furniture. Most people will follow the
instructions given in the manual that comes in the box. But, for some reason, lets say we ignore the
manual and build what we want based on a whim. What will be the outcome? We will be
unsuccessful in building a functional piece of furniture. Consequently, we will not be happy with this
outcome. Without following the manual, we neither gain success nor attain happiness.

Shri Krishna says that if we live our lives based solely on our desires, we will neither attain success in
any worldly endeavour, nor will we attain worldly happiness. The supreme goal of self realization
then is totally out of the question. Unfortunately, whenever we feel disillusioned, we usually seek
guidance from the latest self help book, or try to emulate the lives of those who have had significant
material prosperity. Such guidance may get us temporary happiness in a small part of our life, but
will never solve our predicament holistically.

So then, what is the solution? Shri Krishna points us to the Vedas, the scriptures, as a guide towards
checking our selfish desire-oriented life. He is in no way advocating a dogmatic, ideological or blind
faith oriented lifestyle that imposes restrictions upon society. The Gita, in fact, presents the very
principles of the Vedas in a format that is meant for practical individuals. The notion of svadharma,
of following a career path that is in line with our interests and our qualifications, is a perfect example
of guidance from the scriptures.
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Meaning:



Therefore, the scripture is the authority to guide you towards what is to be not and what is not.
Knowing this, you should perform actions according to scripture here.

Explanation:

Shri Krishna concludes the sixteenth chapter with this shloka. He says that ultimately it is the
prompter of our actions, our motivation, that determine whether we are behaving as divine entities
or as devilish ones. If the prompter of our actions is selfish desire, we are heading in the wrong
direction. If the prompter is scripture, we are heading in the right direction. Therefore, when in
doubt, we should refer to the guidelines in the scriptures on the performance of actions.

A case in point is Arjuna’s fundamental question: is it right to harm another individual? A soldier of
the army defending his country and a gangster shooting at a crowd are performing the same action -
killing people. But the difference is the prompter of both those actions. The soldier is prompted by
duty to his country, whereas the gangster is prompted by greed. Where did the soldier’s duty come
from? We could say that it came from the army’s code of conduct. We could say that it come from
the constitution of his country. We could say that it came from the values cultivated by his parents.

In all these cases, the soldier’s sense of duty came from a set of guidelines that were founded on
something that was much larger than the narrow viewpoint of one individual, that kept the bigger
picture in mind. This is what Shri Krishna refers to as scripture. Using the word "here" in the shloka,
he reminds Arjuna that such intelligent living is only possible in a human birth, not in any other birth.
Now, we come to an interesting question? Which authority, which scripture should one follow? In
this day and age, how can one practically lead an intelligent life that follows a selfless set of
guidelines, that follows a scripture? This intriguing question is tackled in the next chapter.
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Thus, in the Upanisad sung by the Lord, the science of Brahma, The scriptures Yoga,

the dialogue between Sri Krishna And Arjuna, ends the sixteenth chapter entitled
“The Yoga of division between the Divine And the demonical properties”
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Summary of Bhagvad Gita Chapter 16:

The theme of the

sixteenth chapter is the analysis of divine and devilish qualities that are present in every human
being. Shri Krishna beings by listing all of the divine qualities such as fearlessness and purity of mind.
He then provides a similar but brief list of devilish qualities such as ostentation and arrogance. He
underscores the point that the divine qualities are a stepping stone towards self realization and
liberation, but the devilish qualities are a slippery slope towards never-ending bondage and sorrow

Next, the philosophy of materialists is analyzed in great detail, because extreme materialism is
considered no different than devilish nature. At its core, materialists do not believe in any
overarching humanitarian laws or values, since they see the world as nothing but a combination of
elements. Material gain is the sole aim of their lives. Anyone or anything that comes in their aim is a
target for annihilation.

Shri Krishna says that such people are steeped in delusion and ignorance. Instead of bringing
happiness, their infinite desires only bring them infinite worries. These infinite desires bind them and
prod them to illegal and unethical means of accumulating wealth. What should | acquire next, whom
should I harm next, this becomes their thinking. They develop extreme arrogance and pride towards



their family, their wealth and their actions. They totally sever any association with whatever little
values and conscience in them.

Such people never realize that by hating everyone they hate Ishvara who dwells in everyone and
everything, who is the support of this creation. Although such people think that they are above all
laws, they are not above the law of karma. They get the results of their actions in this life and several
others to come. Caring only for themselves, they have begun behaving like animals even when they
are human. Therefore they are cast into an endless cycle of births and deaths as animals, insects and
other creatures.

Shri Krishna ends this chapter with an extremely practical message. He gives us a simple formula that
will give us peace and happiness in this world, and also put us on a fast track to liberation. All we
need to do is to avoid the three gates of hell which are desire, anger and greed. We do so by making
scripture become the motivator and the prompter of our actions and not selfish desire.
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