Il Preamble || Geeta - Chapter 11 ||

To nurture and intensify Arjun’s devotion, Shree Krishna had described His
divine vibhatis (opulence) in the previous chapter. Towards the end, He had
mentioned that all the beauty, glory, and power is just a spark of His

immeasurable splendour. Hearing this, Arjun became curious.

In this chapter, he requests the Lord to show him His vishwarap, or the
infinite cosmic form. Shree Krishna grants Arjun divine vision to see His
infinite-form that comprises all the universes. Arjun sees the entire creation
in the body of the God of gods with unlimited arms, faces, and stomachs. It
has no beginning or end and extends immeasurably in all directions. His
radiance is similar to a thousand suns blazing together in the sky. The sight
dazzles Arjun, and his hair stands on end. He witnesses the three worlds
trembling with fear of God’s laws and the celestial gods taking His shelter.
He can see several sages offering prayers and singing hymns exalting God.
Then Arjun sees the Kauravas, along with their allies, rushing into the mouth
of this formidable form, who look like moths rushing with great speed toward

the fire to perish.

Beholding this universal form, Arjun confesses that his heart and mind are
unstable with fear. Although petrified by the appearance, Arjun wants to
know the identity of this breath-taking form of God, who has no resemblance
to his teacher and friend Shree Krishna. The Lord declares that in the form
of Time, He is the destroyer of the three worlds. He has already destroyed
the Kaurava warriors, and the Pandavas’ victory is certain. Therefore, Arjun

should not be fearful anymore. He should just get up and fight.

Overwhelmed, Arjun starts praising the Lord who, in His infinite forms,
pervades the entire universe and offers several salutations to His majestic
form. He also begs for forgiveness to Shree Krishna for any offenses or

acts of disrespect he may have committed in ignorance, considering Him to



be a mere human. Arjun then pleads the Lord for His grace and requests

Him to take a pleasing form.

Shree Krishna then manifests into His four-armed form, carrying a mace,
disc, conch shell, and lotus flower in each arm. Soon after, He resumes His
gentle and loving two-armed form of the charming Shree Krishna. He then
tells Arjun that before Him, no one has ever seen God in this primeval
cosmic form. Even those who study the Vedas, do severe penance, charity
or fire sacrifices, etc., do not get this opportunity. Only with unalloyed
devotion similar to Arjun can one see God, get to know Him, and attain Yog

or union with Him.
Courtesy - The song of GOD (Swami Mukandanand ji)
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Meaning:
Arjuna said:

Out of compassion for me, you have spoken about the supreme secret
known as the knowledge of the self. By those statements, my delusion has

been destroyed.
Explanation:

We begin the eleventh chapter with Arjuna’s words. He recalls the root
cause of his panic attack from the first chapter which is moha or delusion
which caused confusion between his duty as a warrior and as a family
member. He now says that his delusion has been dispelled. How did that
happen? It is only because Shri Krishna revealed the knowledge of the self,

Adhyaatma vidyaa, to Arjuna, the answer to the question “who am 1?7

Therefore, ayam mama mohah; mohah is two-fold; (1) dharma- adharma
mohah; and (2) atma- anaatma mohah; confusion regarding what is right and

what is wrong; ethical conflict; and philosophical confusion.

When Arjuna understood his true nature as the self, the aatmaa, the eternal
essence, he came to know that the self does not kill or be Kkilled, it is
neither the doer of action or the enjoyer of the results. He then realized that
even if his body died, or his body killed another body, nothing would happen
to the eternal essence in each of those bodies. Given the power of this
knowledge to destroy the biggest delusion about who he was, he terms it
‘paramam” or supreme. And since it requires a sincere student and a rare

teacher, he terms it “guhyam” or secret.



Now, we may think that there was something special in Arjuna that qualified
him to receive this supreme knowledge. Arjuna was humble enough to
acknowledge that it was purely out of compassion that Shri Krishna
showered his grace upon him and gave him this knowledge. Only through
the grace and compassion of Ishvara and a qualified guru can one receive

this knowledge.

Here in first shlok Arjun summarised his understanding after getting into
confusion as per chapter one says "vishad yog". So, he clearify his
understanding in two shlok before lord krishana. In first shlok he clearify
what he understands from chapter 2 to six and in next shlok, he clearifies

what he understands from chapter 7 to 10.

He says that the teaching was given by you; vacah means the words of
wisdom; was given to me; was imparted to me by you and for what
purpose. Madanugrahaya purely for blessing me, saving me from the
problem of sorrow, which was described in the first chapter; And not only it
is the most supreme sacred holy words; guhyam; and they are the greatest
secret also; which is not easily or ordinarily available in the world; because
such words can come from only jianis; and jAanis themselves are rare in

the world.

And Gita is a unique teaching which is dealing with both the ethical conflict
as well as philosophical confusion. Normally the véda puarva bhaga is meant
to resolve ethical conflict; veda antha bhaga is meant to resolve
philosophical confusion. Gita is a unique $astra which deals with ethical

conflict, as well as philosophical confusion.
And therefore Arjuna says, | am getting clearer and clearer.

Another aspect of the teaching was Ishvara’s involvement with the universe.

Arjuna highlights it in the next shloka.



1 &y wae 1)

THY I & A9 el H A o Fer o1 R S A% el ik e @
dd & AT § 3T GFqUT AT & AT 7 eE € § 3R weqr it
$T9TATe] T FTHLT H & Wb Bl & dUT 3ed & HIrae] & & ol & Sdr ¢
UHT ocd @ ST §, a8 Jfaael HiFader § I gl el g1 S &1 & 3ol
IeATCHAETAT AT I &

3ot TUH a1 eolieh H WIS IEH Al T Tiied & @y 3l o ey 2 @
10 T & AT & SBdd o

3olel H Alg A FAWIE Icueet g1 IAT AT SAIAT T Yl Fcied I AT FHS U1
q| 3T @ ST 3R cAT & A H 3 gl & 9 WR & A A Jcg A7
W{ & AT aERe 3R 3rearicas Al & 8T s & 30g oA, gioT 377 i
ARGT 39l Eolell Sl T ol 6T AT 3R ey offf & hled, U 3R eareH
ﬁaﬁmaﬁrwm@alsﬂﬁmwwazmﬂﬁsﬁwmmgm
3R 37 IHTeA & TEegaA A @ o g fhar S faver A g ured @
ohdl g1 39 & =7 & T 3R AT & A9aT deg 47 §1 I R FT HiS
HTIT, 39T IT HURT AT §; AT TIdT g dg Shle ol R F Fred 3R Sfad
, A9 ah AT FE IR A DT 3R MR F A & a5 o Adew
Shfaa & &, a8 emead adeardt Ad=T & AT TWET g

FFYUT SaTe], $19TTe] & fohdll Teh 37T H § - $H oI W UgoS 379l & gioe wgr o
IR T T 39 919 F AT WY FET T, T 3A FT Ag AT AT H AG FT 37T
A & TTY A HIY |

S o AT A Ig AT o g foh 3T A helar & 9GS ol 3R o o Agad
%I &, chfed 30 Tl IMcHATY & Wl &1 HEReD Shael & ar &1 #Agera @
9 ASSAT T gIAel $T & b 38 TET oferell § T Ig 901 38 & Faaidies ¢
3R 38 I AU AgAd F TE $H AFH R &, $H@T 95 g W 37 & F§ G,
foh g 38 & fRar & F1 8| g 99 e 38 uar werar § T aredidendr
FIT g, dl 39 &1 Ig 3H 3R Al 1 g AT gl




3ol T 3 WAL 3R GRS & 9fd T #ig AT Wed 519 $97am] o Fel &
FYOT ST T 9l Teh 3N & IIod I o # N TTHA 9T §, a9 AT & 58
NP T a2l & serare] fohdel faerefor § 3a7eh fohdll Ueh 31 #H 3eled gioear
3o B &, 39 H BUd @A 8 3R 38 A T g S § 3R 9 38 & 39
wEa ¢, 99 ar 3r9ar g@r vgw gre gHST W g, ar & gield WATCHT gl 98y
ST T i, g, eor, waqor, PAUER, @R, ARG, qaAfFdAE, FEUR
WA B 30 RATET A ¥ 38 Fejed TaH $iddcd T & HIg & &5 gl
oA 3R ISl B T T AT & ggel S # $H a1 B AN SAeTar A1, TB
AT Hg &l

H: TARED HEIAT HT YREH ol & S Tueil & AT Y& giar § o A
RACAT & Fa&Y & el GAT| 3H & Sl T IJEH 19 TACT & ET ¢ TaA

a8 Ig AT ST gohT & O a Jeu i § ARS ¥ SIhN X @ ¢, af 39 &
ggd AT gl TOR & Tdlell IfG P &hdl & o al Tk AT WACAT & gl
sﬂﬁ'&a%’mﬁmehw‘§U¢sd|%%%ma!ﬁiwww$ﬁ8ﬁqw
MY 3EITcH [AVTS gaeT 39 o Fg 39 T FAI Alg TdH AT ASC & T

A gf, g & A &1 vw uaT B, F F 9 AR 3T F A A wiiq) g
A & HROT AH & AT $H Fioe A ITAT T IR Faded 3dca 31e7d
Y TgT AT| 95 AT 3 Hg & Alg § AFd g gl A7| 39 Jg Tice @ i, ow
% IR 98 3H HclcH® T o H & <Fed U &1 H @ Ul # §AY @
STl 81 R T 81 38 3eiehcl & Tehell ol Wicafalsh gl =1et foar o

faarolia a1d F@r & & ST &7 I A+ RACHT HF W1 A S F A
HaTaTel A7 FUT e § b JEENT A H WIS UH §, sEiGY H Ig EF a1
PR o & &g T@T | WIUH H Siedsh AU GO, YA AT AIIAT T ET,
HeHT 3R FHAYOT o7d A 3HAh gl §, I« deh dg ¥9ae U1 H WA F dfd
T g1 safad Sid o fohdll il 9o & g fAc dl 39 A SURA $T ol
YT & 3H & AW H Ied HY, 57 @ g8 IAYGH 39 Eddd AT H A
T |




3ot 39 AT o AR 2 @ 6 H FHSH S H FIhN i 'g’@,m?rm?r
IR AlE & T & S 3R FA, e, e 3R HFT QT & TEIdd AT F
gTed gl Y 91 FEd g1 eI 7 T 10 ¥ AT Wied Y a1 I 36T ollh A
g P A< ST A Fgdl |

MNar & Tk AT JY § S FHRE, FATSS AR 3meaicAs 3R AeT & AT &+
ALY THAT FeAT I AT ST el gl 3T Hig A J7 Tl /vt & v Iy
W F YA AT ATl FHTAT AT T 37T Shaet i fhall off Tog @ Y&
frar S @ehar 2

fqeRor gotet @ St o1 Slefieh TR W SRl 9Iod gl § ar Yffe vas el
T et g1 I8 fomar & 39 & P @ FIT R 38 & fav Sder gler
areniaen 8, ST oafdd & & & & IHeIHd Uit ol § AT Y gogeT
39 AT T AT Agd 9Tl gl JATH HT FAARRT T Wom a1 fFamr & g
3T 9 & Helod Gl &1 Sl H T HYUA, IMNAT T dlel T qrSeht
3ol & ARTT T §, S AFTad G & AR & TaH 3T S fRw 7 g §,
ST I 3T arel el H $gdT ol

Il % 3% ad adl111.0111

Il AAAgsreragaiar Il 11.21

srarcaat 7 s Aat Rravat @ |
ad: FAAYAET ARIFIATT ATTIH||

"bhavapyayau hi bhiitanam,
$rutau vistaraso maya.. |
tvattah kamala- patraksa,

mahatmyam api cavyayam"..| |

AT

g FHIS! Hel 90 FATd e H 3cufd qar gog iR R rfaarel
AfGAT &1 3 U fAEAR & o1 81 ()




Meaning:

For, | have heard about the creation and dissolution of all beings,

elaborately, from you O lotus-eyed one, and also about your imperishable

glory.
Explanation:

Arjuna, ever the good student, uses this shloka to summarize Shri Krishna’s
teaching. He acknowledges that he has understood the essence of the
teaching, which asserts Ishvara as the creator, maintainer and dissolution of
the entire universe. In other words, there is no other cause of the universe
besides Ishvara. He is both the raw material and the intelligence behind the
universe. This “mahaatmyam” or glory was further reinforced in Arjuna’s mind

by hearing the divine expressions of Ishvara from Shri Krishna.

By the above verse, Arjun implies, “O Shree Krishna, | have heard from you
about your imperishable majestic glories. Although you are present within all,
you are untainted by their imperfections. Although you are the supreme
controller, yet you are the non-doer and are not responsible for our actions.
Although you bestow the results of our karmas, you are impartial and equal
to all. You are the supreme witness and the dispenser of the results of our

actions. | thus conclude that you are the object of adoration of all beings.”

The Lord is the cause of the universe. Lord as the very material cause of
the universe, which means, the Lord is the basic stuff out of whom the
universe has evolved. The technical points one should remember; material
cause is the cause of sristi stiti layam; just as ocean is the material cause
of the waves; So, waves are born out of ocean; rests in the ocean and
resolves in to the ocean. That means what? If waves are born out of the
ocean and resolves into the ocean, what is the conclusion | get; there are
no waves separate from the ocean. In fact, waves is only an additional

name given to the very ocean itself; similarly the whole creation is like a



wave in the ocean of God; So the entire cosmos of several billions of
galaxies is nothing but bubbles. So, each galaxy can be compared to a
small bubble and all these bubbles of galaxies are rising from whom;
upadane:'khiladhare; and there are no bubbles separate from ocean. Similarly,
there is no creation separate from God or to put in another language; God

is in the form of world.

However, by addressing Shri Krishna as “lotus- eyed”, Arjuna also reveals
his understanding of another aspect of Ishvara. Like the lotus that does not
get affected by the attributes of its pond, Ishvara does not get personally
involved in the workings of the universe. He is impartial to everyone in the
granting of results, liberation and bondage. He remains as the “avyayam” or
imperishable foundation upon which the mechanical Prakriti projects the

multitude of names and forms.

Now, there is a hint of dissatisfaction expressed by Arjuna in this shloka.
Even though he has understood the teaching from Ishvara himself, resolved
his doubts, and also learnt the techniques of karma yoga and dhyana yoga
or meditation, he needs one more thing. What is that? He divulges it in the

next shloka.
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"evam etad yathattha tvam,



atmanam paramesvara.. |
drastum icchami te ripam,

ai$varam purusottama"..||
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Meaning:

As you have spoken about yourself, so is it, O supreme Ishvara. | wish to

see your divine form, O supreme person.
Explanation:

Arjun addresses Shree Krishna as the best person because no other
personality is equal to him. Often scholars, basing their opinion upon dry
intellectual analysis, have difficulty in accepting the concept of God as a
person. They wish to perceive God as only an impersonal light, without
attributes, virtues, qualities and pastimes. However, when we tiny souls
possess a personality, then why should we deny a personality to the
Supreme Lord? Not only can he have a personality, but he also has the
best personality, and Supreme Divine Personality. The difference between
our personality and God’s personality is that he is not only a perfect person;
he also has his impersonal all- pervading aspect, which is devoid of

attributes and form.

Paramesvara means the supreme Lord, the controller; not only the one who
has created the world; but the one who sustains the world by maintaining
the physical laws of the creation. Therefore, parama I$varah; stiti
karanabhutha; you are. Not only that; you are purusottama also; purusottama

means the Supreme Lord; the greatest Lord; the word purusottama has got



a philosophical significance also; which Krishna himself will teach in the 15th
chapter. In fact, the entire chapter is titled purusottama yoga; there Krishna

will point out purusottama is nirguna brahmna.

When someone describes the plot and special effects of the latest
Hollywood summer blockbuster to us, and our curiosity and interest for that
movie increases, we reach a point when we say “I want to see that movie
right now, and | want to see it on a large IMAX screen”. Why does that
happen? Of the five sense organs, the organ of sight is the dearest to us.

As they say, “a picture is worth a thousand words”.

Similarly, Arjuna’s curiosity towards Shri Krishna had reached its peak at this
point. That is why he asked Shri Krishna, who was the “avatar” or
incarnation of Ishvara, to reveal his divine form that was described in the
last shloka of the previous chapter. How magnificent would that form be, if
this entire universe was sustained by only a fraction of Ishvara, and if all of
the divine expressions were contained in Ishvara. In addition to the might
and grandeur of this form, Arjuna also wanted to see how everything
originated, existed and dissolved within Ishvara, and finally, how everything

was lIshvara in essence.

Now, seening GOD by eyes or listing about the the GOD has created thrill,
excitement for the person who is thoroughly devoted to the GOD and pure
from the heart. He must have sufficient knowledge which became cause of
thrill for the same. Ahilya waits standstill for years together for Rama for his
darshan, Sabri spends entire life for darshan of Rama for a few time. But
whereas Darshan of Lord Rama to Rawan and Lord Krishana to Kans did
not impact of both as both Ravan and Kans were full of impurity of Raag -
dwesh, hate and greediness, even though both are knowledgeable
personality as compared to Ahilya and Sabri. Listing of music give much

more pleasure to a person who is ready to listen and knowing the music.



Therefore, when Arjuna has listened the GOD is cause of everything and
everything is GOD, his excitement increases for seeing GOD from bottom of

his heart.

We call something divine when it is endowed with the attributes of
knowledge, lordship, power, prowess and brilliance. Arjuna put in a request
to Shri Krishna to see that that form, where it is possible to have this vision
of many in one. However, the sincere Arjuna did not order to command Shri
Krishna to show that form. He qualified his request with a great deal of

humility.

In many other cultures, sacred means obtaining in one part of the creation;
and outside the temple, everything is secular; but for a Hindu or for a
vaidhika, there is nothing called secular, everything is sacred; eating is puja;
remember we are doing pooja daily; eating is puja, brushing the teeth is
paja; snanam is puja, everything that | do is pooja and that will come only if
| remember that | am always in association with, in the presence of the
Lord. How can | have that aisvaram ripam? the darsanam, what you call,
samparka or contact with that visvarapa I$vara; you should help me. This is

Arjuna's request.

Therefore, there is a discrepancy, a gap between what | know and what |
am. My intellectual personality and emotional personality is not well

harmonised and therefore you should help me in harmonisation.

| would like to have the Visvaripa darsanam when | am interacting with the
world; as Dayananda swami beautifully say; we do not have the sacred-

secular division at all in our culture.
1 &y wae 1)
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A I deoad AT GegiAfa v |
IRRET adt A & FATCATAASIIA

"manyase yadi tac chakyam,
maya drastum iti prabho..|
yogesvara tato me tvam,

darsayatmanam avyayam"..||
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Meaning:

O Lord, if you think that it is possible for this to be seen by me, then O

Yogeshvara, you show me your undivided form.
Explanation:

We come across another aspect of Arjuna’s request in this shloka. Imagine
the plight of a movie actor who is absolutely devoted to his craft. He has
worked day and nights for a whole year in a movie as a supporting actor.
After the shooting ends, he is filled with a burning desire to see the entire
movie. Why so? It is because he has only seen the bits and pieces of the
movie that he was involved with, and he is not satisfied unless he sees it

as a single story, end to end.

Likewise, Arjun desired to see the cosmic form of the Supreme Divine
Personality. He now seeks his approval. “O Yogeshwar, | have expressed
my wish. If you consider me worthy of it, then by your grace, please reveal
your cosmic form to me, and show me your Yog- aishwarya (mystic

opulence).” Yog is the science of uniting the individual soul with the
Supreme soul, and those who practice this science are called yogis. The

word Yogeshwar also means “Lord of all yogis.” Since the object of



attainment for all yogis is the Supreme Lord, Shree Krishna is consequently
the Lord of all yogis. The yoga in “Vibhooti yoga” is the power that creates
variety in the one undivided Ishvara. Previously, in verse 10.17, Arjun had
addressed the Lord as “Yogi,” implying “Master of yog.” But he has now
changed it to “Yogeshwar’” because of his increased respect for Shree

Krishna.

Arjuna is no longer content with seeing bits and pieces of Ishvara’s
expressions. He wants to see how it all comes together as one undivided
entity. This is indicated by Arjuna’s use of the word “avyayam” which means
undivided, without any discontinuity. And like the only person who can reveal
the whole movie is the director, the only person that can reveal the
undivided nature of the universe is the “prabhu”, the governor, master and

controller.

Now, Arjuna knows that he has to approach Shri Krishna with humility.
That's why he politely says: “show me that form only if you think that | am
qualified to see it”. Morever, Arjuna does not want to imagine it or dream it

up, he wants to see it with his eyes, with his “drishti”.

So, does Shri Krishna agree to this request? We shall see next.
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27 A qref wIfor eraqesy WEwer: |
arnfaenfer fRemfar s = 1

"$ri-bhagavan uvaca,
pasya me partha riipani,
$ataso 'tha sahasrasah..|
nana-vidhani divyani,

nana-varnakrtini ca"..||

ATaTe:

AT $aTaTe o T - § WA 3T J A AhS-GAN 3h YPR & Holifeher FAT T
3R 3 gR & T arelr 3piadt & g@l (9)

Meaning:
Shree Bhagavaan said:

Behold, O Paartha, my hundreds and thousands of divine forms, of myriad

kinds, and of various colours and shapes.
Explanation:

After listening to Arjun’s prayers, Shree Krishna now asks him to have a
vision of his vishwarip, or universal form. He uses the word pashya,
meaning “behold” to indicate that Arjun must pay attention. Although the

form is one, it has unlimited features, and contains innumerable personalities



of multitude shapes and variegated colors. The various shapes and features
are shown in next shloks 6 and 7 also. Shree Krishna uses the phrase
shatasho ’tha sahasrashah to indicate they exist in innumerable fashions and

multitude ways.

But ability to see God in its original form needs certain qualification, one of
the most qualification is pure heart or aatmshudhhi. We shall further discuss

in forthcomming shlok.

This entire chapter, written in a poetic style, elaborately describes this form
and Arjuna’s reaction to it. It is said that the chanting of this chapter is one

of the highest forms of meditation possible.

To get things started, Shri Krishna “turned on” the “screen” upon which this
divine form could be shown to Arjuna. He began by revealing the amount of
diversity in the sheer number of colours, shapes and forms that he was
about to show to Arjuna. The literal words used are “hundreds” and

“thousands”, but in essence they mean infinite and innumerable.

While demonstrating the features of the latest LCD TV, the salesman will try
his best to show as many channels he possibly can so that the customer is
convinced about the capabilities of the TV such as number of pixels, colours
and so on. Or if it is a sari shop, the salesperson will try to show
innumerable varieties of the very same red colour so that the customer is

confident about the range and variety in that shop’s inventory.

Shri Krishna, however, was not concerned only with lining up the diversity of
forms that he was ready to show. He also wanted to highlight that there
was one thing common among that infinite diversity - Ishvara himself. He
indicated this by saying “pashya me roopani” - behold my forms, not behold

all these forms.
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RIAMEATFAGISTA R FATAETYT |
TEFATSCAIN TRARTIAN HRA ||

"pasyadityan vasin rudran,
asvinau marutas tatha..|
bahliny adrsta- purvani,

pasyascaryani bharata"..||

Tare:

g RIS oAl  AFH AT & aRg TAT @I, ST ag3iT @I, TARE Tal @,
el 3R FART HY, eTarar FATAON H IR sHS Tgel FN fHE & qanr 7
aﬁgcmaﬁa#meaﬁawwaﬁraﬁam (€)

Meaning:



Behold the Aadityaas, the Vasus, the Rudraas, the Ashvinis as well as the
Maruts, O Bhaarata. Behold the many astonishing (sights) that were invisible

until now.
Explanation:

Shri Krishna continues to describe the Vishwa-roopa, the universal form of
Ishvara. He now points to the deities and the demi-gods that are seen in
his form but were also mentioned as his divine expressions in the previous

chapter.

The universal form of the Lord not only contains marvels that exist on earth
but also marvels that exist in the higher planetary systems, never before
seen together in this manner. He further reveals that the celestial gods are
all tiny fragments of his divine form; he shows the twelve adityas, eight
vasus, eleven rudras, two Ashwini Kumars, as well as the forty-nine maruts

within himself.

The twelve sons of Aditi are: Dhata, Mitra, Aryama, Shakra, Varun, Amsha,
Bhaga, Vivasvan, Pusha, Savita, Tvashta, Vaman. The eight Vasus are:

Dara, Dhruv, Soma, Ahah, Anila, Anala, Pratyush, Prabhas.

The eleven rudras are: Hara, Bahurupa, Tryambaka, Aparajita, Vrisakapi,
Shambhu, Kapardi, Raivata, Mrigavyadha, Sarva, Kapali. The two Ashwini

Kumars are the twin-born physicians of the gods.

The forty-nine maruts (wind gods) are: Sattvajyoti, Aditya, Satyajyoti,
Tiryagjyoti, Sajyoti, Jyotishman, Harita, Ritajit, Satyajit, Sushena, Senajit,
Satyamitra, Abhimitra, Harimitra, Krita, Satya, Dhruv, Dharta, Vidharta,
Vidharaya, Dhvanta, Dhuni, Ugra, Bhima, Abhiyu, Sakshipa, Idrik, Anyadrik,
Yadrik, Pratikrit, Rik, Samiti, Samrambha, ldriksha, Purusha, Anyadriksha,
Chetasa, Samita, Samidriksha, Pratidriksha, Maruti, Sarata, Deva, Disha,

Yajuh, Anudrik, Sama, Manusha, and Vish.



Arjuna would only have read about these deities in the scriptures. Now, he
was fortunate enough to see those deities with those own eyes. Shri Krishna
calls this fact to his attention by saying that these sights were invisible or
inaccessible to everyone else but Arjuna. Also, Shri Krishna repeatedly says

‘pashya” or behold, to underscore this point.

If a teenager who is an ardent fan of Spiderman somehow manages to
meet him in person, what would his reaction be? It is astonishment,
“aascharya”, which is defined as “that which makes us go aah”, that which
makes our mouth wide open for a very long time. Shri Krishna, further
describing his form, says that these sights are nothing short of pure

astonishment.
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SEHEY AcHhetsl TG WA |
HA 3¢ METHY IeadegseA=a iy |

"ihaika-stham jagat krtsnam,
pasyadya sa- caracaram.. |
mama dehe gudakes$a,

yac canyad drastum icchasi"..| |

ATy

g 3! A 38 WR A U TG A W3R GiRe Afgd FFqUT FEAUS H @
3N 3T Fo M o q@aT =R § 3w o 3@ ()

Meaning:

Behold this entire universe now, with moving and non- moving (entities), in
one place. Also, besides this, O Gudaakesha, see whatever else you desire

in my form.
Explanation:

After hearing Shree Krishna’s instructions to behold his form, Arjun wonders
where to see it. So Shree Krishna states that it is within the body of the
Supreme Divine Personality. There, he will see infinite universes with all
their moving and non-moving entities. Every entity exists in the universal

form, and so do the events of the past and the future. Arjun will thus be



able to see the victory of the Pandavas and the defeat of the Kauravas as
an event that is a part of the unfoldment of the cosmic plan for the

universe.

Nowadays, it is common for families to capture a wedding with a video as
well as with photographs. So when a guest drops by a family that has just
concluded a wedding, he is hit with a barrage of photos and a DVD of the
wedding that could last three to four hours. The guest cannot refuse this
demand because the family wants him to experience the entire wedding

‘right here, right now”.

So by using the words “now” and “in one place”, Shri Krishna is pointing out
the power of the Vishwa roopa or cosmic form. Arjuna is able to view the
entire universe in one place, without leaving his chariot. Moreover, he is
also able to view events that take millions of years in a split second. And
what is he able to view? Everything including entities that move, and entities

that are stable.

Now, if someone were to offer us the outcome of all the events that were to
take place tomorrow, and if our favourite team was contesting a match
tomorrow, we would be most interested in learning the outcome of the
match. Knowing that Arjuna was most interested in the outcome of the
Mahabharata war, Shri Krishna suggested that even that would be visible in
his cosmic form. He refers to Arjuna as “Gudaakesha”, one who has
conquered sleep, so that Arjuna would remain alert while watching the

cosmic form.

However, with all this going on, there seemed to be no response from

Arjuna. What could be the reason? We shall see next.
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T J AT AFIR gSCAAAT FAIEIT |
fed @ & 98): T A IrhaHA |

"na tu mam $akyase drastum,
anenaiva sva- caksusa.. |
divyam dadami te caksuh,

pasSya me yogam aiSvaram"..||

ATy
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Meaning:



But even this you cannot see with your own eye. | give you a divine eye,

(so that you can) see the majesty of my yoga.
Explanation:

Even after Shri Krishna had begun displaying his Vishwa roopa, his cosmic
form, there seemed to be no response from Arjuna at all. He realized that
Arjuna’s mortal eyes did not have the capability needed to view the cosmic
form. So, he blessed Arjuna with the “divya drishti”, the divine vision with
which the yoga, the power of creating this diversity in the universe, could be

seen in all its majesty.

The granting of spiritual vision is an act of grace by the Supreme Lord. By
his grace, God adds his divine eyes to the soul’s material eyes; he adds his
divine mind to the soul’s material mind; he adds his divine intellect to the
soul’s material intellect. Then, equipped with the divine senses, mind, and
intellect of God, the soul can see his divine form, think of it, and

comprehend it.

Before we proceed with the rest of this chapter, let us pause to dig a little
deeper into this shloka. Each chapter in the Gita is a “yoga”, a technique
for lifting us higher from the material to the divine. Arjuna was bestowed this
vision by Shri Krishna, and we will hear a description of that vision from
Sanjaya and Arjuna later in the chapter. But if this chapter is meant to give
us a practical technique, what are we supposed to do? What does “divine

vision” mean for us?

Let us consider a person from India who is deeply attached to his state or
territory. As we have seen repeatedly in the Gita, any sort of deep
attachment is a recipe for creating never- ending sorrow. What technique,
what yoga could be prescribed for someone in this situation? One could ask
that person to get a map of India, look at his state’s border, then mentally

erase that border as well as all the other state borders, and see what’s left.



What will he see? He will only see the border of India. There would be no
other divisions or distinctions. All conflicts regarding one state versus another
would seem meaningless. It does not mean that the sense of attachment
has gone away. That is very difficult to achieve. It simply means that the
sense of attachment has been raised one step from the relative to the

absolute.

Similarly, Shri Krishna asks all of us to view the world with the vision that
everything is in Ishvara. Our eyes, limited as they are, will always report
divisions and distinctions. That is their nature. But we can always use our
intelligence to look through those divisions and see that ultimately, Ishvara is
in everything and everything is in Ishvara. If we learn to do this, our

attachment to worldly concerns will drop, and shift towards Ishvara.

We must remember that similar Divya dristi has also been given to Sanjay
by Maharishi ved vyas ji. Therefore, he can also be able to see the Divya
swarup of Lord. Basically, divine vision means a person who is free from all
emotion and his soul is pure. Therefore, when cameraman looks toward

Lord, he looks it like a statue whereas a bhakt looks as lord.

Any things which are not created or achieved by person or if the same is
granted, it is always temporary in nature. It will leave the person, after it
utilisation or passing of time. The same thing happens with Arjuna and
Sanjay, the spiritual vision granted from spiritually person has gone after

some time.

As we move to the next verse, we will find that the original narrator,

Sanjaya, has taken over.

1 &y waa 1)



qd Qollh H 'S8 THEUHA' A HT FANT gU, URATCH] 3T AT 3 AR
TEEY H GAET FEAS, TR ST I Fgd ¢ T 3ol 9 TTepiceh o1 @
IR F01 & faRed Fo o T8 &@ o W 8

Urdetfer ARFAH & Faeq Hr Fufy asft goa @t § 9 77, B aw dqa
fafderR &1 smaar & it AfdeR &1 g7 a4 9o & WAdea # S Al ga g ar
Il FeAcatas gid § A1 el Hidd Hd @ WHCHT &I TRUT tad AT g
gl fohed 3= qell faffiest ollepl 7 379a) quT FHAT H T H Jel: STod Hl IIed
A 1 3T e o A U Alewn & &I A Faolll H <@ H Hg A_T aH
HT § gad UT| SEIGA seHAcaide =gl ATl 96 [T - &Y & JFd gl & HROT
WHICHT & T8I HI Wl I ZTol IWd TdA WHATCAT ¢dRT &Y fe@e &
STaele $ 6l oW 9T T Tl

3: #ETET AT FHOUT ISl ¥ AT UH A g, s dgd g fh JreR S
aﬁa&g%,ga@r%r%—ra’g’amﬁ?%ﬁﬁﬁ%lWE’F—T%*NUI?}W—‘M&;
hael Ui & JTo S @ & oW Hehd ¢ AT Wieha #Hepsg, ay], gl 3nfe &
®AT A1, 3T & Al I TUT YUSHT MM & TN HI & W Thd &1 Red I #AeA,
9ef vaR sfoedl @ Il A & & AL @ Fhd| H g cliead, Jelifnd
T A 3TN B AHL arer Rowae] T € I X o W it # & R
AT dered T §, e  icdifegy, srcilihe uerd off q@ @ 3R @y @y
3o 1 fgeTar & o gor Fah |

Il Regar dwar a7 #1 vy 79 7, T B F1 v g qnf sweran
Fed § N fad gu oy gt @ q Rogar #1 dq W Sl gEaeh el
yarg Fr ot q@ wFem 9T BT F Y wF A ¥ - g5 (FEw) @ dmen Ak
A & @1l S FT $eIlT A T F A el

A 1 AE @ F dR W R oer faoe w1 ST aRd g1 3 see,
3T JeROT IR INcAYET ¥ Rex =fve fAedr &1 I 99 & § i FIg s
FAT A fordr AT A Se ik Rfdew fftd & aEl o 3@ v, sera
oTgt, fafdest #fcar § 3R a8 Sl & IR A o1 Far g AR g8 TR gBar § b
Fa1 Ig AD & a1 BC &1 3fe g . § aF 98 $o iR q&l oeml e a8



el T9d g o TG o, Yedlel o oenven, a9 dhad AW, Fell, U1 & oW
Fehdl g1 olfeheT ag H3fT g1y &gt SIS Heharl dg e o ATSCHT AATHR Tl
R Hehdll| ST GURIYEAT @Il § A g5 3R 781 T Fehalll v SRATeAT & 9fd
HeeT, 97 AR A T @ arelt FI, $EH FAT T ISdT gl §H H F fhdel aer
arEdd H Sea § 6 surelr AfER, Tt deay Al ar ardaredy #Afey A [ffies
AT &1 3 FA1 g2 A T Tl i w8, TS g 1 Warw @l g,
AT W TAET dcclel H YA Xcl g 3R HIaT &l c@dr & et 3iear
AR gar Fr a1g § AR a8 W WG 1 FH o HRA A oA Todm § dl 9o’ A
HISEHT AHERR A & [T 58 Tl FEDid @ 3raard glar gram, foell fosifa
g g & ot gfaser fif 315 &, & JHEPR T & & 3R Ife R = 1w
(faeifa) oo &l &1, ST #S Tqed & A AR 38 & YA A e
Y W T HR TG dF A F sreEn o e g g, 9 of e g
e fF a8 F@ TS Sl B

RATCHT TS FS SleAd ?ﬁﬁmﬁwad‘w Ugel gell e ar 379 &g
& § Fifeh ar 3ot 1 T§ M ol =gl foh Jeur off # S & gog N
T TIET fe@ T@T § O 50 0T A W3 R Aewr F g QW A H
TET T ST H ey afFa worw @ sarw S & & 3R 3 ¥g el W A
W el

I A vF vHEEar A @ F5 ot Iy Froh TERT ¥ SHrEr a9 g e
Y a1 N GHSS F A9TaT vaH IRUFETAT FT Aged T & &1 6 gH g &
g F GF § F U ARacq F 3@ § ol A avqgat F @ e e
W F 3, g 39 & Alld 3@ & tF aeg & q@s & AU gefemeame &
THIH AT @ WFGesT GEH qof AT JaeaqFar gt ¢ fred wfaar & et A
¥ AT Faa FuATT FT AT AT HATF ¥, Wod 39S GCoH Alegd H qATA
& T aur 3@ & gAE Iy FRAAH F Y IHH JAACHS HLITT T &
fT o W ydlor 7 A IrEeIFar @i B, Twe gaAss wiRfcas wmenst &
WA & 3dee # Iqa AT F1 ga AT 81 g4l IR, T I 3h F a@a
seem ¥ IRYYT TET FT FE § RWoq IHAF F TF F Qo A F AT geq F
sfaRFa W RffT gEfr A smaeawar o @, OF anifawi fr gFraat =




mﬁﬁmmﬁalmﬁmﬁwmﬁmmﬁmaﬁw
8 tF RIET it Ft rwmuror #1 qdf A B faflee awier grea @

HaTge I & 9 Fo ol 7T <@ Fohd, FAeT o FSUT T 7AW Tl H A
s I A WS @A & oW Fl wgl @l FSUT A 39 AG H AT FEAS &
et 0 Ul o &@ X geier TATEAT g & SRl & g 9, ol euT 3ue
STl &7 H Gof: offell kel @Y | O g1 T e RATCHAT o SaRT §H T W SE A
arell & 98 87 Horg & feg Al @ aule g@RT 3Tl $T @kl & 9&d 3R
WHTCAT & &2l &l ged H HAgHH |

faea®y T & Fd do AT &7 IEUSAT TIH g I Woldl T eI AT
A, TE B Ugall Y gl TYAGR H  Flefel &l el 7 Ygel ald & 394
ITCHATT FAarell & 3™ d2ar & A1 §gd R Thdl ¢l ad Mar & 5@
AT H S T &, I8 9\™ET H GTHTCHT & ST & ot of vl ¢l

37serash Sif ST Sfefsh & Hgd ¢ oh $O FfFd $2aX &l HGwT AT 8, $O 39
HATGET AT el YeT AT § | A H AAAIS & U WRACHA §
ATede Feal & & TWATCHT 8T & | T ST & AT & | 37 JAey o ar IJg
el & foh ' WACAT & ' IR A g1 § ' T8 FEI ¢ ', 98 Gl A TCET W@l §
| Tar afdd & &Y Ad AR WHAed H Ued giar § 3Aa feeuefe &
e 3T ¥, T PO WACH & §, 37 09 F o LI & AW RACAT A
S|

S e HUT ¥ Sl WACHT AT Tl Al & g Afhd AT elifcher A 1ot
giar g dl a8 3del §HT o gr 39 gen, 5| & fov fGar am g1 ag Turh
e grarl safav e AR dow i e e g F aue #F @A @ T
frg fow o 75 ofd Ta0 & T A FA1 A F Ued B §, 9§ 30 & 98 TRy
Bl & 3T a8 3 & RSN 1 F© ofer A7 gy a & fgferar ured axd
g, 9 Taeioar 39 & IWHER & 81 gidl, ST AT & Aol H ¢ gl ATl
gl

ST gAd &HA, FoAld ST §, S 96d HA, Yoid Sl § TaH St S@d A,
feara Samer &, 3 & AT N BT FA §, W IH H A AT BT gl 3ol




Y Sl 3EH YUH AT & U, 96 39 YUIT: WA g a7 §, 96 WACHT & Fidh
IRUMET g ar g1 T8 Ui 38 & faeawy g & fUed & g1 S
fGcuefte WACAT & 35 & Yared T off, 3 & fecuefse AW <aw o &
YRTSE T FGIHARA & e HT 3@l WM gTel Follel o ford 37 & TR do g
& M gafIT  fARawd & el 1 A 3o TaA Ford gl Y uIed g3l g9
& IARFT 3o & W A AUSHA oA S Tad &6l (30 & TIg AH
S) @I I§ TAFT W@l I AT ST Irdeh AT reqTeT ThEIad & ad g, 3ol
#I e [Ewy &1 ¢ A =g o i o@ar & @Adar §, 38T, 36 g9
faeawy & g fGewefe & & &

Il gR 3 aa aall 11.0811

Il shAgsreracgaiar Il 11.91

g 39T
TaHFET dal TeAgramEeay g |
SIAATT T WH FHEH ||

"safijaya uvaca,

evam uktva tato rajan,
maha- yogesvaro harih..|
daréayam asa parthaya,

paramarn riipam aiSvaram"..| |

ATy

G o el - § Tolel! SH YhN HEehl TA- AP Tl Harare AT Heor &
3SIeT T 30T A WRaH- Jobd Heilfehen faeasd feg@eman ()

Meaning:
Sanjaya said:

O King, then having spoken this, Hari, the great Yogeshwara, showed the

supreme form of Ishvara to Paartha.



Explanation:

At this point in the Gita, neither Shri Krishna nor Arjuna could continue
narrating since Shri Krishna was showing the cosmic form, and Arjuna was
taking it all in. The great sage Veda Vyaasa, the compiler of the
Mahabharata, chose to switch the narration over to Sanjaya, who was
relaying the events to Dhritraashtra, the “King” that is mentioned in this

shloka.

We notice a subtle shift in the language used by Sanjaya. His praise of Shri
Krishna is one degree higher than that used by Arjuna. For instance, he
refers to Shri Krishna as “Mahaa Yogeshwara” whereas Arjuna uses
“Yogeshwara”. It is because Sanjaya knew Shri Krishna more thoroughly and
deeply than Arjuna did. Moreover, he was already blessed with divine vision

through Vyaasa, which enabled him to see exactly what Arjuna saw.
Sanjay also says "Hari". The word Harihi is also a significant word.
"harir harati papani dusta cittaira abhi smr, tah.

anicayat samsprstah dahat éva hi pavakah harih papani harati;"

Lord Visnu is called Hari becomes, the root, Hru, harati means to suck, to
absorb, to withdraw all the papams from the devotee’s mind; it is because of

the impurity.

Sant Jnyaneshwara’s commentary of this shloka emphasizes Arjuna’s good
fortune of being able to view this cosmic form. He lists Lakshmi, Shesha
and Garuda as tireless servants of Lord Vishnu who have yet to see the
cosmic form that Arjuna sees, underscoring the love Shri Krishna for his
devotee Arjuna. He also enumerates others who were able to see a tiny
glimpse of this cosmic form including Yashoda and Dhruva. Even when

duryodhan attempted to arrrest Shrikrishana when he has tried for



compromise between Pandav and Kaurav to avoid the war, the cosmic view

was shown by Shri Krishna in Assembly i.e. rajayasabha of Dhrithrastra.

So what did this form look like? In the next four verses, Sanjay describes to
Dhritarashtra what Arjun saw. The word aishwarya means “opulence.” The
cosmic form of God is replete with the manifestation of his opulence’s, and

it invokes fear, awe, and reverence in the beholder.

1 &Y gefem 11

AT GoAreiarel & ol &, Teh FaIH WACHT S 3ol & el 3§ 8, qE ol
S A S & gied feed S & FSUT ggRT el AT N gseRTSE A AT W B
Il UAH YESE gl @ Al 9T 3 g el FADN @ F 59 A @
fafdea g1 @1 a1 fohg yeearse Alg # 3T & ¥ AT 3A B WA & A H
P IR G ATl HolT Follol aTed GWATCHT A FS0T § e 3 genfaa g
T AT b Al TigaT AT b YeeRSE SH ST T A . WACAT ToF T TRb §
39 # Sl giafRad 8, safod geur &l el Se| il 9 # 98 $S0T R
HErATIRaY R HSIUS G §U HAT YRS 1 HIN el & o ATy gR o
3ot @l 3T AT ®U Q@ET 3 & TaEY B RH FIHERA Fed gU
fare TawT 1 gaifaa fRarl gR &1 31T & S a¥d T X of| TAT & A
& 3rel o gt &ftor 3mem § o Ig g T faeafaerar swemar sipsor qusdt &
1Y g, TEA IERIST 3l GHl T A1 Wi W AR fagss @ & oa,
famersrY geur &1 ek &

dr 37 HleT &full & SR Wl auled &Xd §; ¢ Tolel! 9T HSUT g 3N e
ag fasu] 8, ag gRE s &1 9AT &ar &, 5 &1 319 g

e g ararfer geer faekr i@ woa..|
yfAwrTa @¥qee: ggd vq f§ uraw: &R amafa &=

HaTatel fasu] o R T ST g1 &I w1 HT § gHAT, IHaMWT HAl, Al H
AT @ gl qrat Y aeY AT TE IRYETT d HROT & H IS A fegar
T STAT {38 [T AW H gere g, [N serare fasoy sraenfia a8




g @elr e wga &, gR & o off o ¢ Fohg wioRe T - @w & 38 &
qIEAfdh Ta®T HT ALl S U1, SHAT Joll 916 & ol 3 geaRrse & anifa sr
& Of I§ S g

AT H [FEsg aama:maq;ras HIT T 9AIT I&HT,, %S, ARG UAH
AV 6T & 3w I 7 § Fifh $aUT &I a6 Yeollg, rell, ¢d, FgH van
AR e #$ ool & @ fheq favawy & grel e & W IR QT adA
39l UGH T X U1 @ &1 gAe o Ig a¥e WA o 36 9 fov o
HSUT $ETAT HASG & 3ifdH 9 & [T 38 & 9 A0 HR 98 3¢ 9G T
T AT T TET 7|

e carg S & 3far &1 @ Fell HGfada § Fifh Ig T WHCHT Eanl
FoaTiidg e for@r &, s YR S GWHACHT & §9 &l guled ol FHT 3T ar
Hog Hale ¥ ST I7 Fhifh 3o St & T & A el b Rufa & & o
E ST, 3Id: WMdY & TEFT & T & faRead 3 sia sar gear ar?
YSSE S HIW 1 HUT g, AT 1t G Al # T U, I§ 3 AL F
gfafafca oar & ot far 3T & a1g A7 AT oAx & a1 o PN & FR @
STd g Fdifeh ar #Alg & dq H TcT DI TAIPR Aal P |

AT &1 Fjed TaH HFdced AT FT IHE HAAF g/, WATHT F1 AT off
W a1 a7 o1 ¥ woifad ear @1 ag el gipfas o ven gat & o
YIHATCHT Y QoI AT ARUAT FIAT g1 gerrsg ot Foor § gafua & ga1 # geu
Trelet Y 3UET IW@AT 7, 39 39 & faeaw &1 g &1 :1F ey a8 Rus
&aTl STaf% Hord U= FATHT T ool TTEaT §, AT q§ Ig quiel FId §T IY&T
war ¢ & 39 & wanlt was oW B R Feor @ aerae feor @, swfed
oY U FT AT FT Al Id Gk F 35T F qfet @it woera g, o9 g
g #T geeT 1 AR & F§ FEEar @ 3R ¥ F AT A gAS g F i
HHIIT 1T &

AT eI T arel Ay AR A T 9 d& HIET & Uid gHEflg #J1a9 o
g ar 37ETTA L aTell gH A9 A a9 & ¢ ¥ dfa & &, arare 37a
ST ol I I€ I diclel arelT @ ST gl




reilfrer 3 Vead qut Fawd F 3N AAT FET A AW AT a1 ey 3R
3ea 3nfe 3R AT T &1 &1 sufoav dear dear 7 off Fer AT gl

yredt Ry oo gfaomd Y qer: | gfoed R oo 3= Y aom| Feaw aen)
YR 7| HedRaTT o7:| JA ar:| o aor:| Fqead a1

St gl feen3it 3R | Srete faemAT &, 98 fasuy 1 Cead T@wy € g

TgI HoTg ITalel &l {d @ §3 IR 'HGRINIRGY' UGH He o UTal TaH g@r
Y07 Yl arel 'gR' g @ HEIfT & Bl 3o & FO®T A WH' AU ey,
S TIA Hellferer, $2aT O & vorg 3R A @ Iod vaH AefEd &
FeT VR FHEd §U, FIA TaA fRIC FG&T Seld &1 30Tl TR el H T,
3ot & S @ AT 38T aUTel el gl WREd e HT I G g Herar Hr
fovre faaww 3% Ceadf f wfcafeaal & ool § 3R 38 d@e & &,
faeAaa AR seen 3cueT gt B8 30 37edd fRe Fa®q 3= H@, @4, &Y,
W, A AT, NV, Fell, Teail VaH HTHAT &l UROT fhd Taad 3Heleh A6
T gfoad WHACAT & Yehe TTHY wmmgﬁﬁ?wmﬁ,aﬂqﬁgl

Il gR 3% aa aa1111.0911

Il sfFesmaracefiar I 11.10-111

IAFTFAATAAAPICHAGNAH, |
IAHIEEAIRYT Reamsearge |

ReraTearatt Regemurgevas |
FARTAAT GadAeted faRaadHE i

"aneka- vaktra- nayanam,
anekadbhuta- dar§anam..|
aneka- divyabharanam,

divyanekodyatayudham..|1101 |

divya- malyambara- dharam,
divya- gandhanulepanam..|
sarvascarya- mayarn devam,



anantarh viSvato- mukham"..|[11]]

ATy

50 Tava®T H Al HE, ARl W, A RIS fCeg- Mol d JF,
3t feea- el Y 38 gU, Re- AT, g€ 1 RO R g, foey e o
ieferdel fohd gU, Well 9hR & 3MRTdqut gehrer & I, A 3R @l it A
7 fhU gU AT AR T 3ol o G@T| (20-9¢)

Meaning:

With several faces and eyes, showing several marvellous sights, wearing
several divine ornaments, armed with several divine uplifted weapons.
Wearing divine garlands and clothes, anointed with divine fragrances, all of

these wonderful (sights) were shining and infinite, with faces on all sides.
Explanation:

A person has limits in every aspect. He has limit of face, time, space, size,
holding and exercising. But when he starts working in a group all the limits
are increase to the extent of group, it means all the person faces are group
faces. When the entire universe is one group, what will be happened, we

see in cosmic visual of God.

Shri Krishna has a unique style of communication. Like an artist, he first
sketches out a broad outline of what he wants to cover, and then step by
step fills in the colour to create a grand painting. We see this style in the
way he reveals the Vishwa roopa, the cosmic form to Arjuna. Sanjay
elaborates upon Shree Krishna’s divine universal form with the words aneka
(many) and anant (unlimited). The entire creation is the body of God’s
cosmic form, and therefore it contains countless faces, eyes, mouths,
shapes, colours, and forms. The human intellect is habituated to grasping

things within the limited kernel of time, space, and form. The cosmic form of



God revealed unusual wonders, marvels, and miracles in all directions,
transcending the limitations of space and time, and thus it could be aptly

termed as wondrous.

When someone is confronted with such a mighty spectacle, they want to
take it all in. The Sistine chapel in the Vatican is an example of an artwork
where most people are so overwhelmed with all the details and the
complexity that they don’t know where to look. The cosmic form surrounded
and engulfed Arjuna to such an extent, there were so many sights to see,

that he did not know where he should look and where shouldn’t he look.

Now, as a hint of things to come, Shri Krishna displays both aspects of his
personality. On one hand he is decked in fine jewellery and ornaments,
creating a sight that is pleasing to the eye. But on the other hand his
weapons show another aspect to his personality, that he has the potential to

use destructive force if necessary.

Sanjaya continues the description of Ishvara’s cosmic form in this shloka.
Shri Krishna, after giving a hint of Ishvara’s destructive power to Arjuna,
showed his soumya roopa or his pleasing form. In other words, all the five
senses and the mind enjoyed taking in this pleasant form. To that end,
Arjuna saw Ishvara dressed up in fine clothes and garlands, as well as

anointed with divine perfumes.

Anekavaktram means what; Arjuna learns to see all the mouths of all the
people as the mouth of the Lord and suppose you say No No No, it is my
mouth, that is called ahamkara; that is the problem; where is the question of
my mouth when | myself am not there, because there is no individual
separate from totality. There is no Tamil Nadu separate from India; there is
no wave separate from ocean; there is no vasti separate from samasti.
When | myself do not exist, where is the question of my mouth, my eyes,

my land, my dress, my weapons etc. etc.



Another aspect of this form that it did not have a “centre”. Whenever we try
to worship God, we always choose either an idol or an image so that we
can focus our thoughts. However, many of us tend to get fixated on one
deity, image or idol and consequently shun other deities. Sanjaya, in
describing the cosmic form, noted that it had “infinite faces”. In other words,
whenever Arjuna tried to pinpoint one face and say ‘“this is Ishvara”, he
would fail. Shri Krishna did this to remove any prior conceptions of Ishvara

that Arjuna would have harboured.

Now, we always need to keep one thing in mind when we contemplate the
cosmic form - there is oneness behind all the diversity. It is all one being,
ultimately. Just like the millions of cells, tissues and organs in our body
serve one person, all the diversity seen in the cosmic form serves one
Ishvara. Our minds are used to dividing things, cutting up things. The

cosmic form is meant to reverse that process and unify everything.

As somebody said, it is better to have a prayer, a heart without words
rather than words without heart behind. If you have the Bhavana and you
are not able to verbalise, it does not matter. Therefore, that bhavana is

important.

Sanjaya used the word “devam” which means shining to describe this form.

He elaborates on this in the next shloka.
1 & gaar 1

T cAfFd HT AT 39 ST IHd, T, FART, THT, T IR A= ARAT §
fhg oo I8 P freh weg A weffes ®9 A g, 9% Ud QN @ X, HHE HI
e, AT 3N AT HT &THaT # aRafdd g Sfiar g, I §YUT SEAS H I @
dl 98 Weed & e TTET B
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3ot Y &@ @I &, 38 & doTed Tl SaRT A St 3Tel SR olEsl &7
¥ A ¢ UaA T TF AR T ARG A HIRG g Fed &l 9
TRATCHT 3TTeT Th1l & FIOC AT THIAT A § o 3ol o 3Heieh g W, it Th
¥ 95 W Gl I, g@ll 3R W@ o7TTh WY & AN FORIT H Fer & 373 g2
g, o &g cha?ﬂaﬁﬁ*maﬂmlﬁlﬂgmﬁmwﬁwwﬂﬁﬁ
faeasT & 3@ @i & W a7 gF & FAS audl AW vaA qu @s ¢ @
U7 S FHould HIl A A TUT & A Fog A fdggd & uHS ¢iee 1 gl &
R & 37 @ AR Aigt & A 3T Hr weg diad gt Hr e Hr /ROT
ﬁ?ﬂfﬁﬁﬁ@zﬁlWW@'H*C?HJIdId\a?%IHﬁﬂ@ﬁTma@@%,
3w & w9 ey 1 e & e 7w & Sas &9 daa €, Saeh mpfaar
aEdr &, Sae 1 Srga €, Sae 39 i ey w9 sage fdt §, 39 @9
#7 g 3 ew T &

el $r #fis TRl A # oW o v geara AR 3T @ fe@ar g, ar e,
9H 3R faeay @ st NfSv, o oEr I fow w® & 3 Weed 1 & faeg
TEET g

HOCHETHRIIT 3H TI®Y WFY H @A AT 3ol HI ol § 98 faeasy
IAdh YPR & Tcodl TIGH HeldhRl @ FAMAT g1 T§ 3 gaem s § &
TSEAEIEY ¢d o S AT YehR & MHWUT UROT & W & o &7 3R fha &
weed ¥ foF a9 @ 9 3R gheAsa o ylRa gar §, fard & Shaewdr
HETdSl &1 S Shael §a&d &, 96 ool & 39 favg &9 &1 4R g fove &7 A
ST 37 4T & gradt #, R A, & H, A #7, 3R T # Sde T8 §
IMET 8, 9 T & T T §l FROT & $9rare] TqT & TEA F FT H Gohe gV
€1 TE g IS IR ALH [aed H Gedh Sftg & GROT U gU H & gfafed g

U AT YT SR &l aTd &F H STd 3ol o TioC 3o @Yol §Tl &l 3R sTell
dr gry faffiest Al vad el @ AT | faie ¥9 HeTae & 39 gt A
sk, IET, UGN, &10T, gRE I 3Ah GhR & Sl HGY (FEAME) 381 W g,
a9 & 9 g §1 o @e vaHd qvo i F afar i e fr a1, 39 w1 A
Y HT YIeY 3H & Joidle], JeiOHA TaH NS TaH UEE & URU wA d g




glaT Ur| 3mer 8N fag A UfFdemel <or 3 H AT § F9 & ag nyfas
gRIAR R &l

§H e A & MNAT & AT H A W & o AT & 18 *Ife dar & gy A
3T - AEF gHI, TET gH M W U1 @ &
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$Y 39 TIIT WRAWKWR & T HT TS & FHAAT FX Th| (2)

Meaning:

Should thousands of suns happen to rise in the sky simultaneously, their

blaze would resemble the light of that magnificent one.
Explanation:

To better give us an idea of the level of cosmic form’s brightness, Sanjaya
compares to the radiance emitted by an infinite number of suns rising at the
same time. Note that “sahasra” means infinite and not the literal meaning,
which is thousand. Some scientists who have witnessed nuclear explosions
have also used similar language to describe something that is bright beyond

comparison.

So where does this radiance come from? Let us investigate. The
Brihadaranyaka Upanishad is one of the primary texts that discusses topics
regarding the eternal essence. In one instance, it uses the phrase “effulgent
infinite being” to describe the eternal essence. This is the source of the
radiance. We never get to experience it because it is covered up by the
material world. In this case, Shri Krishna enabled Arjuna to see the infinite

light and radiance of the eternal essence in its pristine form.

so that will be the brilliance, that will be the comparison for the brilliance of
the mahatma. Mahatma means Visva rapa ISvarah; So mahan anathah
sariram yasya mahatma; this place atma does not mean satcitananda atma;
here it means sariram; mahatma means infinite body is the Lord; So that is

the brilliance, it is indescribable.



We also have to remember that the comparison made by Sanjaya is helpful
but compares two things that are difficult to compare. Even the brilliance of
infinite suns is still a brilliance of the material world, whereas Ishvara’s

brilliance is divine, far superior that any material brilliance.

1 &Y gefem 11

3T WHTCHT Sid gad Ta&T H &2 ¢ T 8 o 39 & 3ol TaH el &l
qUT AT A FF B Uk @ g1 fhg s S g8 @ued avied H@e &
AegH @ fHar| geerse e H I Y A SHA Gl wl A AT Sl A, 3o dHr
Hodedl H g IX ARGl & TgUT Aol Ao A 99 Al & FROT a1 Holg
CART HITdTeT Fo0T & feeadr A oY 1gr AT a1 | I
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Meaning:



Then, the Paandava saw the entire universe with many divisions located in

one place in the body of that lord of lords.
Explanation:

Previously, Arjuna was overwhelmed by the sheer vastness of Ishvara’s
cosmic form. There was so much going on, so many shapes and forms, that
he did not know where to look. He took some time to get accustomed to
the radiance emitted from that form. Now that his vision became a little
clearer, he saw the entire universe with the earth, the sky, the oceans,
animals, plants, trees and humans in one tiny corner of that vast cosmic

form.

Sant Jnyanadeva provides some illustrations to convey the how small the
universe looked. It was like a few atoms on Mount Meru, a few bubbles in
the vast ocean and an anthill on planet earth. Such was the vastness of the
cosmic form that even our universe looked puny. In the Srimad Bhagavatam,

we see a similar description.

Yashoda saw herself and her village in a tiny corner of the universe that

was situated in the yawning toddler Shri Krishna’s mouth.

In this shloka, Arjuna quite literally saw “the big picture”. Like us, he was
concerned and preoccupied with his problems, his challenges, and his
worries. He now came face to face with “ananta koti brahmanda naayaka”,
the lord of an infinite number of universes. When Arjuna saw Ishvara’s
cosmic form, he realized that the universe is nothing but a small fraction of

Ishvara’s creation. The tiny wave realized how huge the ocean really is.

At that time, means what; at which time, at the time when divya caksu was
given. Before that he saw the same world; but it was a persecuting world;
problematic world; unfaceable world; burdensome world. Now the very same

world has become totally different and therefore divya caksu pradhana



anantharam; after being blessed with Divya caksu Arjuna saw the Visva

rapa.

Safjaya was given a special ESP; special power by Vyasacarya by the
special power Sanjaya could remain in the palace with Dritarastra and he
could like closed circuit TV or satellite channel, he could have the total
vision of the battlefield and not only he could see the people, but it was
also a special satellite TV that Safjaya could read even the mind of the
people. And therefore, Arjuna's feelings and emotions also Sanjaya is able
to recognise and therefore Safnjaya gives the description here, which we are

seeing now in the 13th verse:

1 & e 1

AR A RACAT & 9fad AT & gdd UdH 37edd & A9 gl dfed #a 7 oed
3R AT & 37T 3reler Bl g foh] S1 T WEY FAUYT UGH UH & I &,
39U g@ & 9fd T 30 FAYUT gIaT &, T al g §U M U T & @ g,
58 @I TAfISETHTE 31dd e §1 3TSlT ST & §Fd ¢, HFa ol UH U WACHAT
U FIET @M W@ ¢, g 38 & 619 1 g o A gU, Al g o o
T & AETH § Aol FAT GW@ T§ &, $6 & v Tgol fobam &1 @ 31
fafrsear & f6 fate faasy & g &1 auid 3T Iied (§o1) & ATEIH 4
foraml 58 & TaRrsersa &1 auie 39 & ARIH F I 99| ST aF §H ORI
TaET FI G TG oI, a9 o ol & AT G H HT TG ggaeT dhl|

TSI 3of PN HITAT & faRIE FET & U FA §U BT JUA A §T AT
FEd fb 93 9T oA A e YR & faHEn &7 Querd wdq ¥ daar €, 3
AT §, A gy-ueh €, I8 g B, ¥ wAn § ¥E I 7, A Aard §, anfe-anfy
faamt & @fed (@HfId =€, Jogd faedR dfgd) FFQOT TR SHIA A H97am]
& RN & o Tk U A 3l A wera F e gU Reudei @ gcuer @
dlead g EIM T sETaTe AIFTUT & oe- W R F o Th I H W- IR,
- FSHART §FYUT HOR g1 96 HOR Y 3 §EAvs) & §9 H, 3l
Sadr3t & SRl & T H, 3w AfFadl IR gerdt & & #A fawed AR e




€l 38 YR 3ol o TISC & H ¢W@T WACHT & Ush & T H FAET give a1
¢ETl GHET e S &l & W A, 3 58T q9 SToH, ¥Hchlel, IaHA, HiasT
TaH Yeloled Th T W gl TaH &adl- Hesg, qy 9efl, ger-uler 3nfe
Hodadl, WHwg, YL, JHedRel, @, Uidl, O @k, wge e e
HITEYTT 3N FAET FeAs 1 AR HT § JIF JUH Aol TR [as1ed g
FHET ST 1 30 fava®y qarfeed gR & R & & T f&ud 3@ Q@ FeA’s
H AT Teh 3T F FAS TRA F07 & e Fawq A f&eg 41 & HROT aF |
aE 9T @I AT S 38 I Teh Hcg olieh A Sfig & & UL AT FAS Uedl 3EHT
A1 gl IS H AN HAGR A st & qEed 3R @ w® 91 IE Fo
I & AT S FRMET F TToIE FUT F qW@ A FYOT FEAS @7 AT

Hod EaRT 379l 1 U3 Y7 hgell 3H AR TEPid T FaIftd aar g 5 &
97 IfE 359 T 9rod X ar e &1 A @ FAr i g1 §AEd SeA’s Fl T
T W ST Jeisr AT glell AMGU|  3fdh H Teh ded H Ygdlelall Tl ¢,
fhed Th ded @ 3oieh a&q AT Foual T Gl & o @ wgr| F@rr
Feagee St 36TaR I8 faefel & WA & fae&dd 103 ded & eif F&qoT g
TaH HER gl A #r feardl § avq @ 3§ & ded A1 dAfAeh A @
UgdleTdl &1 98 & U O 37 I Theddl Ush dcd ¢l Y gohdT ¢l

myfieh faerer & o 58k FAW TSI 3eyd ThdT ST Hehl g1 TG H
el T IO T o 3o HT HEIGST [l STl &1 SN @A TE3HT AT
IETTT el H AT BT g [oh ST H oFTeTeT Teh & i dea gl 3R 3if8e+
oA HETAT  qAlleish AT AV ah Tg, AT 3HPT HT [IATST Ik qrar
T foh oA] o geleld, Weld 3R Fggle ¥ &1 Bl WAV & 37 FTEE 4
Wﬁéﬁ?ﬁ&gﬁﬂwﬁwmﬁﬁﬁwmmm I BT &
foF I @l gerd AR & 99 &1 W TFR, Tgl ST ol FN AFST A 3Hed
T PUYAE § g fAAY A IIoT g3, G9 Ig A F WK H & FFQT fava
FI @t H FAY g 4|

RACHT o § FoH 3 oA ¢ 98 & UF I § §EEd give H @ g,

Tl dcd Pl ATl AT SWAT SgATaide gl g
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Meaning:

Thereafter, filled with bewilderment, his hair standing on end, Dhananjaya,

with folded hands, bowed his head to the lord and began to speak.



Explanation:

Arjun was struck with amazement and deep reverence on seeing that
breathtaking spectacle. It struck devotional chords in his heart that evoked

paroxysms of delight.

It is pictureless picture description through pen of mahrishi vyas for Arjun.
Arjuna was struck by wonder, not because he is seeing a new thing, but he
has a new perspective towards an ordinary thing. It is not an extraordinary
sight, but it is an extra ordinary attitude towards the ordinary word available
and because of this attitudinal change; vismayavistah; he was wonderstruck,
and this wonderment was so intense and deep that it began to express at
the physical level also, because extreme emotions flow out to the physical

body, because mind and body has connections.

The elation experienced through devotional sentiments occasionally finds
expression in physical symptoms. The bhakti scriptures describe eight such
symptoms, or the ashta sattvic bhav, that sometimes manifests in devotees
when their heart gets thrilled in devotion: “Becoming stupefied, sweating,
horripilation, choking of the voice, trembling, complexion becoming ashen,
shedding tears, and fainting—these are the physical symptoms by which

intense love in the heart sometimes manifests.”

That is what Arjun experienced as his hair began standing on end. So far,
Arjuna was reeling under the shock of viewing the cosmic form of Ishvara.
Sanjaya paints a wonderful picture of Arjuna’s reaction to this earth-
shattering event. Filled with awe and astonishment, Arjuna’s body reacted
with goose bumps. Once the extent of the shock receded to some extent,
he gained back his faculties and mustered the energy to start speaking

again.

Another aspect of this shloka is revealed by the phrase “bowed his head to

the lord”. Arjuna, scion of the great Kuru dynasty was a proud warrior, one



of the finest archers in the land. There were few instances in his life where
he faced a situation that would have humbled him. Seeing the entire
universe in one tiny corner of the cosmic form put his accomplishments in
the right perspective, taking all his pride away. He realized that he was
nothing, his greatness was nothing compared to the glory of that infinite

Ishvara.

So, whenever we feel we have accomplished something great, whenever our
ego starts to puff up, or even when we feel our personal problems are
weighing down upon us, we should do what Arjuna did: fold our hands and
bow our head to Ishvara. Our feats and problems are tiny compared to the

expanse and power of Ishvara’s universe.

Arjuna begins to describe Ishvara’s cosmic form in the next shloka.
|| R w#em 1

3ol A T TfSe e & a1 38 WaAreAT & fe &9 & o & W/ ¥ 3R
& YSASE & YN HolT 39eh ey fte & a8 |9 &W | ¥ St el ¢ @ J|
"o o ad ey ffc & q@ #ahd A, @ FAET 914 G TGH gl 4@ W B
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o 3rele HRTIHlhd @ 4T, SHETAU ST fh a8 dIg @S el W W@ g1 oAfhe
39 & U UHh THAT dief & Ufd Udh dT TRCHIUT gl Ig Pig ATURUT T
Jel &, ofhed ITE 3Ty AT AsE & Yfd Ush GTURUT I&AT § 3R 39




zcaor gRaded & SRUT ag 3maddafed (Aeaafass:) o1 3R g 3mead gdar
dg 3R 8w a1 F g8 §Hifde TR W M cgad g oeml Fife e
HraaTe FHifas R & yarga gidr §, s A7 3R RR 1 ey gl

HiFqaeay H W 3TS &0 AT '375¢ Hlfcash AT &7 guiel fohar aram g it &efi-
FI HFdl H Yahe 8ld § oId 3ddT ged Afed @ VAT & Jar gl

THHAGY o VAT FAN O AU AAAY  TAAT  FeeEq Wlfead:
e | |(rfFaramatay)

TAHad g, TG, T O, FeOe, Ragvian, (svwact g e, R wera
G1eN) ¥ w9 aliRF aaror § O q@rr gew # F-wslt sy 9w wee g
g1 T& ISl A epera fRar o1 9w @ 3WF R F A g9 R aA

Yeleold & a0 H ST o o gdd o9 3afse o1 & ag §@R A iefady
AT §, 3T AT IJA:HOT 3G Gfad g IAT| 39 HI TAST A 3T @ § o WA
& o9 3 @ QO giee Tod &, 9¢ 3 F AM0F T IA gl AT Ieled
HTIAT T § JoFd WH FhRAT doledl TI8Y o@r o ar foer fgeg gfce
& SET &@ 9T T@T AT o 3H & ged IRIAFF AR upfeerd g w QAT &
T 3H & YA A 35 @3 g 90| ag G & #1gT A7 3 37 H §o 3Ty
¥ Ha%eY @ ATl 38 H WK IAHT TaH 7T § dUHael o9l 38 & Fufa
39 A & AW g S T8 A, Hewr R e & F&Gw9 aafaa Ae o,
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¢ TGH Fholel $I §oAT gl Y Fehal, T¢ N WX =1 UTl 9/ 98 3Helas
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3T & HIY AWl UaH A& & HROT gR & WOl A geh 3T TaH dg =
JOTH Il §3TT faafsl 8a @ eHT qdeh WACHT 1 Fqfd aal o9 =1 3ol
% I F UFd FLel F TG Usal FT TIA HAIhel §, Flfh IJg HT 97
RIRSST H 9o OIad & 3ae Ao @ 31 98 2l
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FA AT
RN aFaa 9 48 FaeayT qafadwwzen |
TEAVTHY FAAHATIHNIRT FalweT R

"arjuna uvaca,
pasyami devams tava deva dehe,

sarvams tatha bhuta- viSesa- sanghan..|
brahmanam 1Sarm kamalasana- stham,

rsims ca sarvan uragams ca divyan"..||
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g s 1, aaed %t 1 3R feeg @t #1 o < w1 gl (29)

Meaning:
Arjuna said:

O Lord, | see deities as well as special classes of beings in your body.
Brahma, the lord, seated upon a lotus, and all the sages and divine

serpents.
Explanation:

Whenever our emotions are running high, we either keep quiet or speak
non- stop. Arjuna now comes out of his silence and speaks at a fast pace
to describe what he sees in front of him. The meter of this shloka has
changed to indicate the change in pace. Traditionally, these shlokas are also
chanted at a slightly faster speed to get their full flavour. So what does

Arjuna see?

Arjuna says that he sees all kinds of deities and other kinds of beings,
which include Lord Brahma seated upon a lotus, as well as the divine sages
and divine serpents. The sages include the sapta- rishis such as Vashishtha
and the serpents include Vasuki. We had come across these and other
beings in the prior chapter when Ishvara himself described his divine
manifestations. But Arjuna does not see all of these in different places. He

sees them all situated on Ishvara’s cosmic form.

What does this indicate? The sages live on earth, the deities live in a
higher plane, and serpents live in yet another plane. Arjuna realizes that he

is seeing worlds that beyond the earth and beyond the human capacity of



vision. He also saw Lord Brahma who, according to Srimad Bhagavatam,

arose out the navel of Lord Vishnu and created all the worlds.

So, Arjuna in the cosmic form, saw the creator and his creation. More
importantly, he realized that Ishvara was beyond the process creation, which

he had learned in the eighth chapter.

So, when Arjuna experiences the Visva rapa, he goes through several
emotional faces; his responses are different; and we find three stages in
Arjuna's response to Visva rapa. The first and foremost reaction or response
is vismayah or ascaryam; in fact the world is an ascaryam if you learn to
objectively appreciate the world; the world loses its ascaryathvam, the
moment you look at the world from your own private standpoint and this
private vision is in the sastra as jiva dristi; subjective coloured vision; And
the jiva sristi alone expresses in the form of raga and dvesa; kama and
krodhah; ahamkara and mamakara; And therefore world can never give you
wonderment. It can never give you the sense that Arjuna is getting now;
Since Krishna has removed the obstacle from Arjuna's mind, Arjuna is no

more is in jiva sristi; he is in the public I$vara's world, which is wonderful.
Let us understand the other stages of vision of Arjun in coming shloks.
Footnotes

1. "Eesham" could also mean Lord Shiva. This indicates that Arjuna saw

both creation and dissolution in the cosmic form.
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dAled F AEF F qATdaraueanta fFeaeay feawvi

"aneka- bahudara- vaktra- netram,
pasyami tvam sarvato 'nanta- riipam.. |
nantam na madhyarn na punas tavadim,

pasyami viSve$vara visva- riipa"..| |
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Meaning:



| see you with numerous hands, bellies, mouths and eyes, with infinite forms
from all sides. | see no end, middle and beginning of you, O lord of the

universe, O cosmic form.
Explanation:

Arjuna, in his hasty speech, fleshes out the detailed imagery of Ishvara's
cosmic form. He now sees an infinite nhumber of forms, but his mind cannot
in any way comprehend or point out what is being seen. It is only able to
process parts of this image - hands, mouths, eyes and so on, but is not
able to make sense of the whole picture. The fable of the blind men who
could only touch parts of the elephant comes to mind here. One blind man
thought that the trunk was a rope, the ear was a sieve and so on, but they

did not realize that they were touching an elephant.

When Arjuna could not figure out how the various eyes, hands, bellies and
mouth fit together, he tried to see whether the entire cosmic form had a
shape or an outline to it. As a warrior, he was trained to look at a gigantic
military formation and make sense of it based on its shapre. But his mind
failed there as well. He was not able to locate where that cosmic form
began, where its middle was, and where it ended. All our mental functions

are useless when we cannot distinguish one thing from another.

We may be tempted to visualize the cosmic form based on some artistic
rendition of this shloka that we would have seen in our childhood, especially
when we were growing up in India. Most paintings of this shloka show Shri
Krishna as a tall entity with many arms, legs and faces but we can still see
the battlefield where he is standing on. However, Arjuna was completely
engulfed and surrounded by this cosmic form in all three dimensions, “from
all sides” as the shloka reads. It is impossible for a human to visualize and

capture it accurately in a painting.



Another viewpoint, Visva rapa darsanam is not an extra ordinary vision; but

doan extra ordinary attitude towards the ordinary things of the creation. So
what does it mean? Do not imagine one Lord standing and eyes all over
the body: mouth all over the body (how will it be) stomach all over; it is not,
the idea is what: all the hands of all the people; all the stomachs of all the
people; all the mouth of all the people; they are all Visva rapa I$varasya

angani; it is that attitudinal change that is to be.

And therefore, only ananda ripam; so Oh Lord you have limitless forms.
Each one is Visva rapa I$varah; ananda ripam; eyes are different; earlobes
are different. | do not the middle, end or the beginning. Because the
beginning middle or end or the beginning middle and end of the cosmos.
Scientists have not yet found the edge of cosmos; still they are struggling.

since we have not seen outer periphery of the cosmos

Through this shloka, Shri Krishna reveals the limitations of the mind with its
tendency to chop up everything into fragments. It fails to understand
Ishvara's mind which is operating at the cosmic level. Our thoughts are
limited to what we consider "me" and "mine", but Ishvara's thoughts take the
entire universe into account. Furthermore, it also indicates that all names

and forms arise from Ishvara and merge back into Ishvara.
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PR wIRe afkor 7 ISR adar Hffaaran |
TR i gfddied FAFAEEICAAaT Ry fATHTH |
'kiritinam gadinam cakrinarm ca,

tejo-rasim sarvato diptimantam..|

pasyami tvam durniriksyam samantad,

diptanalarka-dyutim aprameyam"..| |

Arar:



H 3N ART 3R F ALHT TgA §U, IGT UROT fRA gV 3R T Ffed IR a1 &
YRRIT W T §, 3R 39 & FT ol 3R @ AT & FA Sterm g3m, gF &
AT T e dTel TehIRT I HiSaAc & @ 9T T & (2)

Meaning:

| see you with a crown, mace and discus, glowing with an abundance of
brilliance everywhere. The blazing fire of sunlight from all sides makes you

incomprehensible, difficult to perceive.
Explanation:

As he saw more aspects of the cosmic form, Arjuna realized that he could
also see divinity in that form, not just the material world. The mace and
discuss that he saw are weapons of Lord Vishnu. They symbolize spiritual
discipline and the destructive power of time, respectively. Another symbol of
Lord Vishnu is the conch, which symbolizes a call to action and a rebuke
against lethargy. Arjuna also sees a crown because Ishvara is the ultimate

commander and does not move under the control of any selfish desires.

Physical eyes get blinded upon seeing something very bright. The cosmic
form before Arjun had a brilliance that exceeded thousands of blazing suns.
As the sun dazzles the eyes, the universal form was immensely stunning to
the eyes. He was able to behold it only because he had received divine

eyes from the Lord.

He is standing in kurukshetra, the land in which both side several kings and
army commondos are standing with weapons and wearing thrown. It is
weakness of human, that he always look cosmos image of GOD according
to his thoughts, circumstances and attachment, else in vishwarup has no

specific site to see.



Within the universal form, Arjun also perceived the four-armed Vishnu form
of the Lord, with the four famous emblems—mace, conch, disc, and lotus

flower.

“The blazing fire of sunlight’, “abundance of brilliance everywhere” - these
poetic phrases convey the light of the eternal essence that Arjuna saw in
the cosmic form. It is the same eternal essence that resides within all of us
but is covered with a layer of avidya or ignorance. As we have seen earlier,
the eternal essence inside us enables our mind, intellect, senses and body
to function. Ishvara, the purest embodiment of the eternal essence, shines

like an infinite number of suns, without anything to obstruct its brilliance.

Now, no matter how hard he tried, Arjuna was not able to accurately
capture his experience in words. This is because the eternal experience is
not an object that can be perceived with the senses and described by our
mind and intellect. He admits this limitation of his mind by declaring that the

cosmic form is “aprameyam”, it is incomprehensible.
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AR WA ARAcTcanwsy gy W Aues |
aHSIY: Qmaauﬁmmgwmﬁn

"tvam aksaram paramam veditavyam,
tvam asya viSvasya param nidhanam..|
tvam avyayah $asvata- dharma- gopta,

sanatanas tvam puruso mato me"..1|

ATaTe:

g HIGA! T & STeded JPT WeeH GHACHT g, AT g 89 SOld & WH- YR
g, 3T & ARk Fddd 95 & giee g IR AN @HST & 39 & Adfaaned
oAl @Y &1 (2¢)

Meaning:

You are the imperishable, supreme (being) to be known. You are the
supreme foundation of this universe. You are indivisible, the protector of the

eternal law. In my opinion, you are the indivisible person.
Explanation:

This shloka is a beautiful blend of upasaana (worship) and jnyaana

(knowledge). Arjun announced that he recognized the sovereignty of Shree



Krishna’s position as the Supreme Lord, who is the support of all creation,

and who is to be known through all the scriptures.

Arjuna praises Ishvara’s cosmic form, and also reveals his understanding of
the relationship between Ishvara and the eternal essence. It is similar to the
relationship between the ocean and water that we have seen several times

before.

The ocean is the foundation in which several waves are created, sustained,
and destroyed. Each of those waves thinks that it is separate from the
ocean and is also aware of its mortality. But the water in the ocean and the
water in the wave is the same. It is indivisible, eternal, infinite and
imperishable. All waves are subject to the universal laws of gravity -

whatever goes up, must come down.

Similarly, Ishvara is the foundation which creates, sustains, and dissolves
this universe of names and forms. Each being thinks that it is separate from
Ishvara and is trapped in sorrow because of its finitude. It does not realize
that it is the dweller or the Purusha, made up of the very same eternal
essence that Ishvara is, like the ocean and the wave are made up of water.
Also, all beings are subject to the universal law of karma, of actions

generating results. Ishvara is praised as the protector of this law.
The Kathopanishad states: sarve veda yat padamamananti (1.2.15)[v2]

“The aim of all the Vedic mantras is to take us in the direction of God.
He is the object of the study of the Vedas.” The Shrimad Bhagavatam

states: vasudeva-para veda vasudeva-para makhah (1.2.28)[v3]

“The goal of cultivating Vedic knowledge is to reach God. All sacrifices
are also meant for pleasing him.” In his tribute to Shree Krishna, Arjun

expressed his realization that the personal form of the Lord, standing



before him, was the same supreme absolute truth that is the object of all

Vedic knowledge.

A question may come, how does Arjuna know nirgunam Brahma? Nirgunam
Brahma, is in the learning process; for that what should know Arjuna does
not know nirgunam Brahma but the nirgunam description found in the
Scriptures, he is rattling out. This is called paroksa jianam; he has just like,
we do; Sachidanandaya namah; sachidananda means what? that is not
known; but we Sachidanandaya namah, same daily; so nirguna, nishkala,
nirapaya, nitya, so nirguna etc. Lalitha sahasranama we chant. Therefore,
without knowing the meaning we can use the expression. Similarly, Arjuna is
using the expression, even though he is in the process of learning only

tvam avyayah.

The Gita repeatedly urges us to discard all sectarian notions we have of
Ishvara. Next time, when we prostrate in front of Ishvara in the form of a

deity, we should try to think of Ishvara in the form that is described here.
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AR ad i Adraarg ARGIATA |
TRIATA a7 GragarEaFadorar [RafAg qo=as |

"anadi-madhyantam ananta-viryam,
ananta-bahurh $asi- siirya- netram..
pasyami tvam dipta- hutasa- vaktram,

sva-tejasa visvam idam tapantam"..||
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gl dsf & HROT 58 FAR & d9d §V 5& T@T g1 (2R)

Meaning:

| see you without beginning, middle and end, with infinite prowess and
infinite arms, with the moon and sun as your eyes, with blazing fire out of

your mouth. Your radiance burns this universe.

Explanation:



In the sixteenth verse, Arjun had said that the form of the Lord is without
beginning, middle, or end. He repeats this after just three verses, out of his
excitement over what he is seeing. If a statement is uttered repeatedly in
amazement, it is taken as an expression of wonder and not considered a
literary flaw. For example, on seeing a snake, one may scream, “Look, a
snake! A snake! A snake!” Similarly, Arjun repeats his words in amazement.
In another view he is seeing lord everywhere in all directions, means all

directions are part of the lord statue in vishva roop darshan.

He does find something for his mind to hold onto. He is seeing every deity
in Lord. So, he starts from eyes and compare the same with, the moon and
the sun. He says Sun and moon are seen as the eyes of the cosmic form.
This is useful because it lets us, to the best of our mind’s ability, as a
pointer to remembering Ishvara’s cosmic form when we see the moon or the
sun that he is seeing world in day and night. Further, the sun, moon, and
stars receive their energy from the Lord. Thus, it is he who provides warmth

to the universe through these entities.

Next, Arjuna describes Ishvara’s powerful prana shakti. Our prana powers all
of our physiological functions. It enables us to digest food, move our hands
and legs, circulate the blood and so on. Similarly, the cosmic prana of
Ishvara also powers the universe, but is infinitely more powerful than our
prana. This is revealed through the infinite arms seen by Arjuna, which

represent the infinite prowess and power to perform actions.

Now, Arjuna begins to see a transformation in the cosmic form. It shifts from
a pleasant picture to something a little different. Ishvara’s mouth begins to
emit fire, representing the prana in him that consumes food. The food here,
however, refers to the offerings we make in the form of sacrifices. The
offering, or “hutam”, is consumed by Ishvara resulting in the fire from his

mouth heating or powering the universe.



Ultimate seeing deities like all directions, sun and moon in shape of eyes,
Varun in shape of tongue and fire in shape of mouth shows that vishavrupa

darshan contains all deities being part of his body.

This image reinforces the sacrificial wheel of the universe that was described

in the third chapter.
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Il g 3 aa adll 11.1911

Il shegsreracaiar Il 11.201

gEEReReAral & sad cadda e wat: |
TSCATGHd TIHY dacalFad Yedfdd #Agea |

"dyav a-prthivyor idam antaram hi,
vyaptam tvayaikena disas ca sarvah..



drstvadbhutarh riipam ugram tavedam,
loka- trayarm pravyathitam mahatman"..

ATy

¢ FETIRN! FFQUT TN @ I G2l deh & oIl shaol 31T €1 3rchel Fofy feemait
H cared § 3R 3T & 3T 7R IMRAISTAR &I Hl TR el arep e &t
W el (Re)

Meaning:

This distance between heaven, earth is, and all directions is pervaded only
by you alone. Having seen this, you’re fascinating and terrible form, the

three worlds are afraid, O great one.
Explanation:

Arjun says, “O Omnipresent Lord, you are pervading in all ten directions, the
whole earth, the sky above, and the space in- between. All living beings are
shuddering in fear of you.” Why should the three worlds shudder before the
universal form when they have not even seen it? Arjun implies that everyone
is functioning in fear of God’s laws. His edicts are in place, and everyone is

obliged to submit to them.

Nowadays, computers can be trained to recognize objects and faces. They
do this by first taking a snapshot of a scene, and then differentiating
between what is space is what is not. If they can do this differentiation
correctly, they can compare the outlines of the “not- space” with outlines of

familiar objects to arrive at a conclusion such as “this is a box” and so on.

Our eyes work in pretty much the same way. Whenever they see space,
they do three things. First, they separate whatever they see as not-space
and call those things “objects”. Next, they send those objects to the mind
which uses its memory to say, “this is a box and a key”. But in addition to

recognizing objects, the mind also automatically adds another thought. Since



the box and key are separated by space, they are far away from me and

therefore not a part of me.

Our minds are conditioned to believe that Ishvara is sitting somewhere far
away. He is separated from us by space, by distance. But when Arjuna saw
the cosmic form, he realized that space is not different from Ishvara. In fact,
Shri Krishna himself said that space is part of his nature in the seventh
chapter. Ishvara is not separate and far away from us, he is with us all the
time. In fact, he only exists, “ekena”, all alone, by himself. We are not
different from him. This is the main point of this shloka. Only by constantly

remembering the cosmic form will we truly understand this message.

Now, Ishvara’s ugra roopa, his terrible form, slowly replaces his saumya
roopa, his pleasant for. For every pleasant experience in the world, there
has to be a corresponding unpleasant experience as well. Once you label
something as “good”, there will be something “bad” by default. Seeing this
frightful form of Ishvara, with fire coming out of all his mouths, all the three

worlds were beginning to worry.

Lord as the creative principle, we all enjoy; Lord as the sustaining principle
we all admire; but there is a third facet of Lord; not only sristi kiranam, not
only stithi karanam; but the very same Lord is the laya karanam; which is
represented by the fiery mouth. When Arjuna saw the Lord as the death
principle, the destroyer principle, Arjuna has got fear also. Therefore, now
Arjuna has got a mixed feeling, one side is wonder; another side is fear
also. And therefore, he adds both words; adbhudham and ugram; it is

wonderful and also frightening.

So one thing we do not want anything around is death, either for me or for
a few people around; this is the fundamental insecurity and everybody has
got this running sense of insecurity constantly throughout and therefore

Arjuna says; lokatrayam; all the lokas; even the animals have got instinctive



fear of death; therefore all the three lokas including devas, asuras; manusyas,
pasus, paksis, insects, even an ant; they are all frightened of You; the death
principle, represented by the fiery mouth. Hey Mahatman means Visva rapa;

mahan; atma sariram yasya mahatma; sambodhana is hey mahatman.
1 &Y gefem 11
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Il g% 3% ad adll 11.2011

Il sheEesrraesiar I 11.211

Il R & grwger RFufea FRgehar gseea qorfea |
Tardicgacar Aeffdquwsan rqafaa @ wqfaf: gwarfar: |
"ami hi tvam sura- sangha visanti,

kecid bhitah prafjalayo grnanti..|
svastity uktva maharsi- siddha- sanghah,



stuvanti tvam stutibhih puskalabhih"..||

ATy

el Sal & THE M9 A JaU X W 8 30 ¥ Fo 9id g 1Y sl
9T VRN &Y T§ 8, 3N AT 3R el & FHg ‘FHoar g s6 JaR
shgeht A dfegeh TAET garT ITTR TJfd T W} Bl (R8)

Meaning:

Certainly, this host of deities enters into you. Many are scared, singing
praises with folded hands, “may all be well”, saying this. Hosts of great

rishis and siddhas are praising you, through sublime hymns.
Explanation:

Arjuna’s was beginning to see the cosmic form in more detail. Previously, he
had mentioned that all the three worlds were quite afraid of Ishvara’s fearful
form. In one of those worlds, the heavenly world, which was populated by
the deities, he saw something quite amazing. The deities were arising out of
Ishvara’s cosmic form and dissolving back into it, just like waves in the

ocean. He indicates this by using the word “vishanti”, entering.

Arjun is seeing here the kala rap of Shree Krishna, i.e. his form as all-
devouring time. The marching onslaught of time consumes even the greatest
of personalities, including the celestial gods. Arjun sees them entering the

universal form, with folded hands, in subservience to the kala rap of God.

How do different people respond to the Visva rapa Iévarah? So that is
described here; all the déevas who are all informed people, relatively
enlightened people, they appreciate the Visva rapa Isvara and they approach
you with prayers. They approach you; even though You have got a
frightening form, they have understood Bhagavan's destruction is dharmic

destruction and it is constructive destruction and once that is understood



properly; it is not frightening. Maturity is required to face death; to face

destruction; and the devas being mature; they approach you with prayers.

And there are some other people groups of risis who are enlightened, who
know the Lord very well; and nature of the Lord; so maharisis and siddhah;
siddhah means again great risis; who have got great miraculous powers;
those born with natural siddis are called siddhah; and all such people also
declare aloud; they chant; let there be auspiciousness to the world;
mangalam asthu; especially such a prayer is required because the huge

war is going to take place.

So, in the first line, mature ones approach with wisdom-based appreciation;
the second-line we are talking about immature people approaching because

of fear.

Fear is required to keep a person in dharmic path until maturity comes. So
mother has to use sometimes; even government has to use fear; if you do
not follow the law, you will be imprisoned; but it is used until a person
becomes discriminative; but later, the fear should be replaced by wisdom -

based appreciation.

Arjuna saw all three types of people, the ignorant, the seekers, and the
realized masters in this scene. The ignorant individuals and the seekers
were dissolving into Ishvara, but only the seekers were singing praises of
Ishvara since they knew that he was their ultimate goal. The realized
masters, the sages and siddhas, stood apart from this process of creation

and dissolution, singing hymns to glorify Ishvara.
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Il 8% 3 ad adll 11.2111

Il shFesreraesiar I 11.221

Terfecar auaY ¥ T wreanfaedsRaat avavarsauneT |
IR RAeuagada=a i fRffadrda adf |

"rudraditya vasavo ye ca sadhya,
visve '$vinau marutas cosmapas ca..|
gandharva- yaksasura- siddha- sangha,

viksante tvam vismitas caiva sarve"..||

Tare:

fra & @l w9, @l anfecgeror, wsft oy, weh wreweror, woqut fava & &ad,
aledl JREeAT AR TUT FHET FIANT AR TART 1 doqg, Tl arerg, @l 7y,
THET e 3R faeyt & @Ay a8 @l 3meadafed gl e &' | El (R)

Meaning:

The hosts of Rudraas and Adityaas, the Vasus, the Saadhyaas, the
Vishwadevaas, the Ashwini Kumaaraas, the Maruts, the Ushmapaas, the
Gandharvas, the Yakshas, the Asuras and the Siddhas, all of them are

amazed, observing you.

Explanation:



Previously, Arjuna had heard about Ishvara manifesting as deities in the
universe. Now, in the cosmic form, he is able to see them clearly enough to
recognize who they are. For most people during Arjuna's time, deities were
worshipped but were inaccessible, they were invisible. Arjuna was clearly
delighted to see those deities that were only invoked and worshipped in
rituals. Even though these deities may have had meaning to Arjuna, they
may not have meant to many of us. So, let's look more closely at these

deities from our standpoint.

All these personalities receive their positions by the power of God and they
discharge their respective duties in reverence to the Laws of Creation. Thus,

they are all mentioned as beholding the cosmic form of God with wonder.

We may not worship the Vedic and Puraanic deities mentioned in this
shloka, but we do worship material deities. If we want a telephone
connection, we approach the telephone company. If we want an internet
connection, we approach the internet service provider. If we want to admit a
child into school, we approach the principal of that school. Broadly speaking,
when we want to access something that is beyond our reach, we approach

a deity and convince them to give us access to what we desire.

In all these cases, there are three aspects - the individual, the object of
desire, and the deity that connects the individual to the object of desire. In
many ancient texts, it is said that the universe split into 3 parts during the
process of creation. The individual is known as the "adhyaatma", the world
of objects known as the "adhibhoota" and the presiding deity that connects

the two, the "adhidaiva".

It is said that we should worship a deity if we are seeking to acquire certain
traits. If one wants to acquire strength and power, he should appease that

adhidaiva who presides over a storehouse of strength. So we see that



seekers of power worship Lord Hanumaan. Seekers of dispassion worship

Lord Shiva. Seekers of knowledge worship Sarasvati and so on.

So, when we begin practicing meditation, we can choose a deity that we
have a particular attraction to. Some people love to worship Shri Krishna in
his childhood for, whereas some people worship Lord Shiva in his serene
form. It does not matter which deity we choose as long as we use the deity

to ultimately take our meditation all the way up to Ishvara.
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Meaning:

Seeing your grand form with several mouths and eyes, O mighty armed,
with several arms, thighs, feet and bellies, with fearful fangs, all beings are

disturbed, and (so too am) I.
Explanation:

Blessed by Lord Krishna with divya caksuh, that means an appropriate mind
by which a person can appreciate the whole universe as the body of the
Lord; Arjuna is having Visva ripa darsanam of the Lord. And Arjuna goes
through three phases and in each phase, Arjuna response is different; and
of these three phases, the first stage is one of wonder; because anything

you appreciate in totality, in mass scale, it produces wonderment.

Arjuna’s amazement turned into fear as he witnessed the transformation of
Ishvara’s cosmic form. The “soumya roopa” or the pleasant form morphed
into into the “ugra roopa”, the fear-inducing form. Shri Krishna’s kind, shining
face was no more visible. It nhow was the face of a monster, with long sharp

teeth that were “kaarala”, ready to take a bite.

Hence, considering several mouths etc. as kaal "time" which has three
phases birth, live and death. In name of God Brahma, Vishnu and Mahesh.

Now seeing the death is fearful.



When we see someone who has power but is benevolent and kind, we feel
at peace. But when someone with power is clearly intent on causing
destruction, we are afraid. When a general of a country army is disciplined
and respects civilian authority, people are happy, otherwise he becomes a
dictator and scares people. So therefore, seeing this terrible form of Ishvara,
Arjuna saw that all beings in all of the worlds were cowering in fear of this

form.

He describes the Vishva roopa as numerous hands, legs, faces, and

stomach of God are everywhere. The Shwetashvatar Upanishad states:
"sahasrashirsha purushah sahasrakshah sahasrapat
sa bhamir visShwato vritvatyatishthaddashangulam (3.14)[v5]"

“The Supreme Entity has thousands of heads, thousands of eyes, and
thousands of feet. He envelopes the universe but is transcendental to it. He
resides in all humans, about ten fingers above the navel, in the lotus of the
heart.” Those who are beholding and those who are being beheld, the
terrified and the terrifying, are all within the universal form of the Lord.

Again, the Kathopanishad states:
"bhayadasyagnistapati bhayat tapati siryah
bhayadindrashcha vayushcha mrityurdhavati pafichamah (2.3.3)[v6]"

“It is from the fear of God that the fire burns and the sun shines. It is out
of fear of him that the wind blows, and Indra causes the rain to fall. Even

Yamraj, the god of death, trembles before him.”

Why did Ishvara show this form to Arjuna? Didn’t Shri Krishna want
everyone to remember his pleasant form only? There is a reason to this.
Earlier, we learned about the tendency of our mind to demarcate certain

aspect of the world as “good” or “bad”. But if we use the cosmic form as a



means to meditate upon Ishvara, we need think like Ishvara. Ishvara
comprises the entire creation where everything is necessary, and everything
has its place. We cannot demarcate anything good or bad. Only by
discarding our prior conceptions of good and bad can we truly understand

this terrible form of Ishvara.

What else about the form scared Arjuna? He continues in the next shloka.
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Meaning:

Seeing you touching the sky, glowing with several colours, with gaping
mouths and large blazing eyes, my mind is scared. | have neither courage

nor serenity, O Vishnu.
Explanation:

Arjuna describes just how gigantic the cosmic form looked. He says that it
“touched the sky”. Its size, combined with the horrible imagery that he saw,
created a sight that was scarier than anything we can imagine. Arjuna says
that it had an infinite number of colours, indicating the potential to create all
kinds of names and forms. Furthermore, it had an infinite number of mouths

wide open with fangs, as well as gigantic fiery eyes.

This “raudra roopa” or angry form of Ishvara had quite an impact on Arjuna.

He admitted to Shri Krishna that he had lost his courage. For one of the



world’s foremost warriors that considers courage paramount to say such a
thing indicates that this cosmic form must really have been something

beyond the realm of our imagination.

Arjuna also admitted that he had lost all his serenity. In the second chapter,
Shri Krishna mentioned that a “sthita-prajnya” or one who is established in
the eternal essence has three key qualities: holistic vision, serenity of mind,
and unattached living. Arjuna was a tranquil person by nature, but this

manifestation of the cosmic form has the effect of destabilizing him.

From our perspective, even if we never see this terrible form, there are
several instances in our life when we experience situations that make us
lose our will to fight, and also take our serenity away. This shloka urges to
recognize Ishvara’s handiwork behind even those situations that make us
lose faith in him, and to constantly remind ourselves that every unfortunate

circumstance is a means for our self-purification.

Arjun was also a devotee of Shree Krishna in sakhya bhav. He was used to
relating to Shree Krishna as his friend. That is why he had agreed to having
Shree Krishna as his chariot driver. If his devotion had been motivated by
the fact that Shree Krishna was the Supreme Lord of all creation, Arjun
would never have allowed him to do such a demeaning service. But now,
seeing his infinite splendour and inconceivable opulence, his fraternal

sentiment toward Shree Krishna was replaced by fear.

For example, a wife loves her husband deeply. Though he may be the
governor of the state, the wife only looks upon him as her husband, and
that is how she is able to interact intimately with him. If she keeps this
knowledge in her head that her husband is the governor, then each time he
comes by, she will be inclined to stand on her feet and pay a more

ceremonial respect for him. So, the knowledge of the official position of the



beloved gets immersed in the loving sentiments. The same phenomenon

takes place in devotion to God.

Even though Arjuna wanted Shri Krishna to end displaying this cosmic form,

there was more to come as we shall see next.
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Meaning:

Seeing you with dreadful tusks and your mouths blazing like fires of
destruction, | neither know the directions nor do | have peace. Be pleased,

O lord whose abode is the universe.
Explanation:

When we go beyond the imagery of this shloka and try to extract the
meaning, we find that Arjuna comes face to face with a point of no return.
The universal form that Arjun beholds is just another aspect of Shree
Krishna’s personality and is non-different from him. And yet, the vision of it
has dried up the camaraderie that Arjun was previously experiencing toward
Shree Krishna, and he is overcome with fear. Seeing the many wondrous
and amazingly frightful manifestations of the Lord. He is unable to "know the
directions", unable to decide where to run away from here. All the plans he
has made to do this or that thing are suddenly no more. Many people who
come face to face with their mortality may have thoughts similar to what

Arjuna is echoing here.

Because according to the scriptures at the time of pralaya, the whole
creation is gradually dissolved; and there are five elements; akasa; vayu;

agni; jalam; prithvi. These five elements are created in a particular order;



akasa; vayu; agni; jalam; prithvi; at the time of pralayam; the resolution takes

place in a reverse order.

So vipraryayah athah; That means what everything is supposed to be in
prithvi tatvam; prithvi the earth principle is dissolved in jala tatvam; that is
the pralaya; and jalam is supposed to be resolved in agni tatvam; and that
agni and that agni is called pralaya kala agni which absorbs everything
including the fourteen lokas. Hence, when destruction starts, there is no

direction for the same.

| came across a website of a terminal cancer patient who wrote his obituary

just before he passed away. Here’s an excerpt from that website:

...It turns out that no one can imagine what's really coming in our lives. We
can plan, and do what we enjoy, but we can't expect our plans to work out.
Some of them might, while most probably won't. Inventions and ideas will
appear, and events will occur, that we could never foresee. That's neither

bad nor good, but it is real.

| think and hope that's what my daughters can take from my disease and
death. And that my wonderful, amazing wife can see too. Not that they
could die any day, but that they should pursue what they enjoy, and what
stimulates their minds, as much as possible-so they can be ready for
opportunities, as well as not disappointed when things go sideways, as they

inevitably do...

So when we realize that ultimately, we are powerless in front of the grand
scheme of the cosmos, our ego drops all its pretences and surrenders itself
in prayer to Ishvara. Prayer is only possible when there is utter surrender of
individuality. Arjun is now scared and thinks that Shree Krishna is angry with
him. So, he asks for mercy. So, Arjuna prays to Shri Krishna, urging him to

return to his pleasing form. But Shri Krishna is not done yet.
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Il sfFesmraeefiar I 11.26-271

3 T @ yaurseEy T 79 sgaafareat: |
sfreaY gor: gagarauTal FereerRiy Juwed: 12611

FHEAIOT o caIATON e Seeratranta s |
SR QY Feeeded otdeaargat 12711

"ami ca tvam dhrtarastrasya putrah,
sarve sahaivavani- pala-sanghaih.. |
bhismo dronah siita-putras tathasau,

sahasmadiyair api yodha-mukhyaih"..11261|

"vaktrani te tvaramana visanti,
damstra-karalani bhayanakani.. |
kecid vilagna dasanantaresu,

sandrS$yante clrnitair uttamangaih"..112711

Hrar:

YRTSE & T I U TAET Tgr¥eh AR TSt & A@fed dur [deg e,
QloTaR, ¥ Y FUT R FAN U&T & #f T Alewr o 9% HATAh aldl arel
faertrer @ & Al @ 9ar X W@ &, 3R 397 @ Fo o aldl & e R4 & o
H wER U7 §1d §U femrs & ¢ §l (Re-0)

Meaning:

And all the sons of Dhritaraashtra, with bands of warrior kings, and also

Bheeshma, Drona, and also that son of Soota, along with our prime



warriors. They are rushing to enter into your mouths, with fearful fangs, wide

open. Some appear with their skulls crushed, stuck between your teeth.
Explanation:

Shri Krishna had a surprise in store for Arjuna, even though Arjuna wanted
him to stop showing his terrible form. Among all the scenes shown on the
canvas of the cosmic form, Arjuna began to see the Mahabharata war.
However, he saw things that had not happened so far. In other words, Shri

Krishna was showing him the future.

So, this is the irony of the situation. When you try to avoid certain thoughts,
what you very intensely try to avoid; that alone keeps coming. Similarly what
Arjuna does not want to see Bhagavan's mouth; But what is happening is?
the mouth becomes more and more prominent. And now he is getting a
zoom vision; you know what is zoom vision; previously he saw only from
distance; now he is getting a close up darsanam of Lord's mouth. Again
remember, here Lord's mouth is what; symbolic of Kalam; And if you look
upon kalam as the mouth of the Lord; what is the job of kalam? the mouth;
keep on swallowing things; kalo jagat bhaksakah; laksmi sthoya taranga
banga chapala vidhyut chalam jivitham; kalah is jagat bhaksakah. Maaya,
Ishvara’s great power, creates space and time. Space and time create the
sense of separateness between us and the universe. Both space and time
are interrelated. The larger the space, the more time it takes to go from one
corner to another. A fish can traverse a bowl much faster than it can
traverse a giant aquarium tank. Only Ishvara, who is beyond the notion of
space and time, could show a scene that was to occur in the future, like a

movie director who solely knows the outcome of a script.

Earlier, Shri Krishna had destroyed all notion of space, since it appeared
that everyone and everything had congealed together in his cosmic form.

Now, he began eliminating the notion of time. Arjuna could see the past,



present and future all at once in the cosmic form. He now saw the
Paandava and the Kaurava armies in that scene. He had a special place of
dislike for Karna, calling him “that son of a Suta”. Suta refers to one whose

mother is a brahmin and father is a kshatriya.

So then, what was happening to all these warriors? This shloka continues

further.

Arjuna continued to narrate the horrifying scene from the future state of the
Mahabharata war. He now saw several warriors from both armies rushing to
enter the numerous mouths of Ishvara’s cosmic form. He also saw Ishvara
devouring these warriors, with the remnants of his meal stuck between the
gaps of his teeth. Arjuna uses the word “choornit” meaning powder to

highlight the force of Ishvara’s jaws and their impact on the warriors.

This gruesome scene serves to remind us of the ephemerality of the
material world comprised solely of names and forms. If Ishvara can create
the variety of names and forms in his pleasant form, he can also dissolve
that variety in his terrible form. Arjuna saw this vision quite clearly, as did
many people in the northeastern United States that were impacted recently
by the most powerful hurricane in history. Ishvara’s power can level entire

towns within minutes.

Another intriguing aspect of this shloka is that Ishvara’s cosmic form isn’t
going after all the warriors, in fact, they themselves are rushing into his
mouths. It reinforces the message given by Shri Krishna earlier. Ishvara
does not favour or hate anyone. Every individual creates his own destiny by
the fruit of his choices and actions. The Kauravas and Paandavas decided
to engage in a war, so it was natural that many of them would end up

dead when the war ended.

The Shrimad Bhagavatam describes Bheeshma'’s prayer to the Lord, when he

lay on the bed of arrows at the end of his life:



sapadi sakhi-vacho nishamya madhye nija-parayor balayo ratham niveshya

sthitavati para-sainikayur akshna hritavati partha-sakhe ratir mamastu

(1.9.35)[v10]

“Let my mind meditate upon Arjun’s dear pal, Shree Krishna, who obeyed
his friend’s command to drive the chariot to the center of the two armies,
and while there, he shortened the lifespan of the opposing generals by
his mere glance.” So, Bheeshma himself was aware that the consequence

of fighting against the Supreme Lord Shree Krishna would be death.

The American poet, H.W. Longfellow wrote:
Though the mills of God grind slowly,

Yet they grind exceeding small;

Though with patience he stands waiting,
With exactness grinds he all.

All these descriptions are coming; be ready for these details; be ready to
get over the fear of old age, death, disease; all of them by understanding
that these are all integral part of life; the more we try to avoid, the more
frightening it will be; better you meditate upon that aspect and understand

that and get out of it.

Now, knowing that Shri Krishna could show him the future, Arjuna was
curious to know whether he would win or lose. But he did not ask this
question directly. He continued describing the scene, hoping that Shri

Krishna would reveal it eventually.

Il &<y gaftam 11
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3ol g1 el & FHST @Y hr AT Uh GAA g g1 fohder o Agl Acur S
T H FTT o1 F I GAA W &e AT §, 96 TaT  Hlol & FHLT &l A7
darvg & [Aey @ g1 3ol gou A AT ST "Edl A1, Jeu A Hiasy
STIeTell ATEcT AT, Je¥T A 39T A S ared ol dRT & 38 9=l R $T 97
T, 3 3R o Jg M @ Gar fF 30 37 & HT T T PIS IGThdT =TT
gl




NACHITIH, F HISH SaRT AT § H I8 THAT T JUIT @, ST d 39 et
& 3faH FHT A o $r A W e o

ufe gEi-gar fsmgr Aed Ae-9@R g I Ade
fPyaadt w-AfasrR serer gaadt grd-g@ WAy #AFEG (1.9.35)[v10]

AU A7 3o & B BT o Foor &1 ey W, Segla s B & araw @70
g FIA §C I A gt Fenst F Aew F F I @yt W R, sk @t wd
gﬁﬁmmm#ﬁmﬁmaﬁm@mwal”w,aﬁm
T I & F A oA st 9T & favey g a1 aRomA Feg geh

AR F Ta.seey, dleordar o foram:
Iy $eax & A eR-ef daet §,
T sft & wga ol el &

Ieafy ag 9F & Wy weam Far g,
I8 ¥TdT & W 9 F6 dwar

HEeTT & e UH Jeu AT AT gR SNd &I, 38 H AU A€ @ Tl itk
fordr & gar o foom oo & ey AT fohar vaH fAwAr @ Ieews s g3, uE
Iie Jeor o1 o RAh 3 HAIRT 1 Sl dheled el g fshie a8 & Jeur
feram|

3olel 39 HAH HEVT & & H HEN Sl WACHT & T&&T A 3N F47 3@ @I
€ BH M Ued g, Theq & 919 & gAY TEpd TaH ud & 59 & e o
¥ WACAT & & Ta&T & Fioc & Foloh HgReh FGRA Hl WACHT & &7 &
gotd fohdT, 50 & I ST &l AFHeT Hld gl
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YT AT TEANSFIAN: FAGAAIRAET Fafed |
aur qarEt RARdRIAaTa aFvaf@fasadaea |

"yatha nadinarh bahavo 'mbu- vegah,
samudram evabhimukha dravanti.. |
tatha tavami nara- loka- vir3a,

visanti vaktrany abhivijvalanti"..||

ATy

o g At T At STl YR §3 F97 F T BT 3R Al gdr gaer el
g, 38 yPR @l AT Wi & AR Aieum o IR 3T I gU @ # A
& &l ()

Meaning:

Like torrents of several rivers rush towards the ocean, so do those brave

men of this earth run to your blazing mouths.
Explanation:

Putumayo, Caqueta, Vaupes, Guainea, Morona, Pastaza, Nucuray, Urituyacu,
Chambira, Tigre, Nanay, Napo, and Huallaga. These are names of just a
handful of 1100 rivers that feed the Amazon, the largest river in the world
by volume. It covers almost 7 million square kilometres of land in South
America and empties 300,000 cubic metres per second into the Atlantic
Ocean. The most distant source of the Andes is a glacier on the western
edge of South America, near the Pacific Ocean, on the other side of the

continent.

Arjuna, on seeing the hordes of warriors rushing into Ishvara’s mouths,
compares them to the water in a river rushing with great speed into the
ocean. It reminds him of Shri Krishna’s description of the water cycle as a
sacrifice when he was explaining karma yoga. A drop of water which

originated from the ocean evaporates into the sky, falls down as rain into a



water body, and eventually finds its way into a flowing river that goes right
back into its source, the ocean. At one point it thinks that it is rain, or it is

a pond, a lake, a stream and so on, forgetting its true nature as water.

Arjun has comparison for death for two types of people, one who works as
performance of duty and other works due to their lust, need and greed. Both

have same life cycle with little difference.

He compares first with river and ocean. He says that there were many
noble kings and warriors in the war, who fought as their duty and laid down
their lives on the battlefield. Arjun compares them to river waves willingly

merging into the ocean.

So, this is not a lot of the soldiers alone; but this is the lot of all the living
beings; because all of them will have to be ultimately resolved; because life
is nothing but avyaktha avastha and vyakthavastha. We have all come; we
have to go back to the Lord; and again, punarapi jananam and punarapi

maranam. This is the very course of life.

Similarly, we tend to think of ourselves as children, students, engineers,
executives, rich people, poor people at different points in our lives, and
forgetting that our journey is just a cycle that begins from Ishvara, the
source, and ends back into that same source. So even though Arjuna was
scared of Ishvara’s monstrous form, he understood that there was nothing to
be scared about destruction. It was a bona fide part of Ishvara’s creative

process.

Arjuna illustrates another aspect of this scene in the next shloka.

1 &y wae 1)

RACAT & HeNeh Fa&q H ST & Ford, I+, FA 3 @l Afga g, safed
H o W SIaar 318 g7 RaR F01 301 3 398 @AfRd e &
gred gremm|



Sael - AT & A & Slid H & JhR & el # faeasy a%i?rﬁwa?rgtr%,
ST & 9H 9 oer & S 39eTr Sfiaed sheded 98 WX fdoTer aXd § 3R gfada 9
AT S SNa Y U TaRTSHATIHT, WM - ga¥ X Ag # Ao X d B
ISl YA YR & ol & AT wgd § 6 geu A w$ Hgw o 3R dewn 9,
fSegleY 31941 Fded HH%*{W@ﬁTW%ﬂWﬁWW@TH@ﬁ
& &l 39l 3R JoreT Al AN FEU H WA § o Tl ¥ @Ag A el @
STl gl

dl Ig Fad S &1 dET 81 §; dfew Ig Gl Shat & sy g FifE 39
Tl FT 3HAT: & BN & §; FAH Shaet Fo AN ¢ afed Ieaaa @eam 3R
cTFd IAEAT g1 &7 T T@r AT §; §H HIGT & 9 arad el g, AR A
R Seleidl 3R IR FRUTH| TET Shael &l adides He gl

3T HeR & S 27 1 Jolell Fpfd & T8I H Il THA dTel €7 H
$E X FEd § I e yER qE A yaw W §, S Toch g5 At & 9ga &
STEYATE 93 99T ¥ FAG & FHAY GU AT AlSd § - TAG A @ YU R &, I @
g HASTellh o YRAR MNSATE 3T & Yoafeld FeheAT HGT H T X E ¢

el H STl AT THg F gl dET STl dicell & SaNT a8 & H gedl W & W
S, dTel 3G & e AGAT T FI UROT HAT gl 39 G & Sder 997 §,
varg &, 9 gl Tarenfdss € @og A TR clsd 81 HROT o ST T 3 Tl
gz & B fhg afdar gdat @ fwerd § 3R Rfes anf @ o0 & @z &
fAer Sl B Fo At o5 wHsy i Afedt 1 3w uda B, A 3¢ AT e
MY o aredfder 37 @ 3¢31d ddg & g, 5 &1 urell g & et & arsq g
$ I @RT gadl dsh Tgarn 3R IIATERT GIRT I &k ¥ H FAT AT S
gl

e ¥ Ao & fav 3R, 30 & 3R 997 @ §ga drelr AfGAT dr 3uAT 37 el
#EG S B O AT FE T IIH BT §, T8 § 38 0 AW caferdea
gred g1 S g fRdr ot Uk e WX g Al A Ihdl & IR A I ged @
HAT & &1 HeUAT HT YT TE dhg Tohdl & b AT B T dg AT &
frdr Tt Y 7 3R 95 W B Wog TUHAEr T A § R wel afear




TG T AR & gl S § AR T Sd ah T § A AL S dd oo AT
% HEF o gl Toh Fohcl & 3R o Thell| TH & TY THET gl Sl W fafdee
AfGAl & HAET g FATCT §T S I8N & STel H GAh §g FHa & & I3
€ YA AT & F # 9¢ IR JGaRIEH I ggdt 3R gl a9 & § F Ihe g9
A& AT & & B STl Yo Hh Yol H Siaed A NGT g F g dargerd
gdlg & 1Y 397 37 Y99 TAH H Ao Y §, 8T & 3ol Ig UM I 33T
HO A1l s YR A9 FAS T Far IR TEPIA FT NG wA qUT AT &
Hieed A gefd # 39T AN & & fIv FAfe @ & @l cafse Sia ghe ge
g, Wed 398 § ®$ o cafFad 3ol g8 NdTmEr & ALg 7gh & Fehar g1 Tl
Y I Hel HIT BT AR AT F Feor g FHG B U Bl & AL B OHIS
gif & Al €1 IR AR F 38 Fo RAAY QU ged @Y §, oeTH FROT W
Teh AW A1 MR IEHR gIed g AT § dU 38er I Tawd &I0e g1 Ig
G & o @M AH HA FN SgAdr ¥ WAHeY H & faw fer amm
giatrsieis &9 gl

Sael ¥ #Hcg T & diel °Uh S 3UAT A FAMGd g1 Jeuy & AfAT oleh
HHCTENUT iy HISA, GI0T TGHA HUT 3 MRS g, S el farelyor
T Fgl 1T, 3R T FT yarg T H FoT F o AT §, SO AGT 3N W
HT T & F ISl Il HIT hFd H W@ g1 380 & IfaARad "sifffasaferd
e THe & HA Sl H%H%rﬁmgm g, A ¥ HAET W ¥ 3R
ﬁmﬁﬁwaﬁaﬁﬂ%@%wﬂﬁﬁﬁawsvﬁqaarmgwaﬁaﬁ
S gl 31U SIET TET H A A U, AT A FANRT & E &1 Hed
AT 7 Hcg & TOT H & AaT 7 g HfFeafea Ay =a@ & & a6 Bl

T 391 3w 3YAT ¥ 58 TOSE I ¢, oI §H 3T 9|
Il g 3 ad |ad (1 11.28]1
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TYT Yo Saele Faanfaerfed AT FHGHAM: |
ad aremr Rufra deraar aFfer wegeaem: )



"yatha pradiptam jvalanam patanga,
visanti nasaya samrddha- vegah..|
tathaiva nasaya visanti lokas,

tavapi vaktrani samrddha- vegah"..||

ATy

quﬁﬁmﬁﬁmﬂ$ﬁﬁaﬂ?ﬁ§d’raﬁrﬁa§é§ﬁ@qﬁaraﬂﬁﬁ
Bﬁwagmﬁaﬁwaﬁmﬁmara:ﬁmagﬁésﬁﬁm@ﬁqﬁarw
W el (R)

Meaning:

Like moths enter a blazing fire with great speed for their destruction, so also

do these people enter your mouths with great speed for their destruction.
Explanation:

In the previous shloka, Arjuna gave the example of rivers flowing into the
ocean to indicate the ultimate dissolution of all names and forms back to
their source, Ishvara. Some may raise a doubt here. They may say, water is

inert so naturally it goes wherever the flow takes it.

Now, there were also many others, who fought out of greed and self-
interest. Arjun compares them with moths being lured ignorantly into the
incinerating fire. But in both cases, they are marching rapidly toward their

imminent death.

Moths that rush towards a flame and are eventually destroyed. Sant
Jnyaneshwar gives the example of water droplets evaporating on a hot iron

rod in his commentary.

By showing the process of destruction at such a grand scale, Shri Krishna
also wants to remove Arjuna’s fear of death. Since the physical body goes
away after death, there is no question of pain once we die. We are scared

not about the pain of death, but about losing all of our identity as a so-and



so, with all his possessions and attachments. The name-and-form to which
we have become attached, and its network of relationships with other names

and forms, is what ultimately gets dissolved.

But when we know that death is nothing but a return of our name and form
into that of Ishvara’s, our fear of death will go away, or at least, diminish to
a great extent. In fact, when we become a devotee of Ishvara, death loses
its unpleasantness because now it means a return to the original source of
the universe. We begin to lead our lives with a great degree of courage and

fearlessness, because we know how it will all end.

1 &y waa 11

SiiaeT & 3{eieh 9[¢ ded U § Tolee Sitg o Al §HST Hehl TaH & g1 oW Hehdll o,
58 & o TANT UaH A0 Sl A H el AT § " AN deal IR WA
3T Sl a% & gAT § Hgol A § 3T TAcal A o g
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qry &r IS gl

W &S o o A, S oo AR T & FROT A9 A ISl IAR Jolodl I &
R &, Fee Hefolel # Sechl g5 0T & Har fear Sar & Afhed gt & Areelt
#, I U 3T Heg Y AR A F §¢ W@

3T HE W ¥ N S Y TREE AP H arer F AW W S 9 F A
Bl ¥ 3T Tddl FaAM R § 99 & T§ Tl T FRT g & TaH FS §AR
gl & o W favre 3fe Sarem fadeld §U 39 & $AWH AW H GG A
g5 §U 3T AT & ford gaer ) @ 8

Fel Ie i & v fr Shaurdr wroft of e Faema & faaer gv 7y & 7@ &
AR Wod @D ol S0 §1 HeT Ao 3R JIE HEH § doRAdd ol Gl
IR A & el 3R HuE # @ Read @d W@, I 9e g WERE A
gl carEel @ HEqT yphfd € UeRIET T gell YEah Uoid g g1 9 3




TS Td 3GTEXVIN & GaRT ool Heldd LA &l AT ¢ fob eheFd HT hed]
AT H AT g Fee F URhAT § AR hFd T IS IeyFd ToET H A
ST &Y AT AT HF B

"l JAERET S gd ¢ T S dod &g & S #7 ¢ W g@ Sl §, 99 &
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% X yiase g W § I qed & T @ W &l T§ TF Al F gaE hroAifd
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SIS §H 38 TR AT TR Gl glel arell Hcg &l Uy efSeahior & Az
e A g, d9 9§ BEHAY H AN A THeod AR Uhed TG H
Jehe, Yl BI3TolT & HAAAS dolld H HET FROT Ig AT & 357 FHeaia
FEUHA W gl dlel Sgd 93 AT H1 ferdrayr qfequr Fedihd w forar o
39% 3UGR & UhAE 39T Jar A7 foh 3T i 39 3918 d& 3018 S, el
¥ dg, U & Tioeaid &, Hcg #T 38 IHURGH Uhide "eal H @ AR FHSA
Heh| ANFSUT A 3FHT T ITAR fhAT| fhdr o wear w1 wHT @ qoT srewe
A W 38F HATF Bedl & faveed g & I &

SIS HTST AT fdhelier gefer 3 @ 0gd @1 S g, had Il 38k IHarH
Bl aTell BT JHAT aTell Hichy 38 eI X &l 81 S far wos &
qcer 33T & H@ A Aol @ va ad §, 39 & T &9 easd & AT g s
el Hcg &I gl FT 50 JhR A o W HAJST 3T HYAFA gl 370 Siiaed
N AHAT X ThdT ¢ Fifeh 38+ v GFqol Sfiaa &1 7S qRadelr Hr vh
31@US URT gl Silcl §ISHTIT @lel I ST & &I H Hcg Teh Shiled EcaAl sel
STt &

3R sEfAT ST HoTaE & HE@ S@RT Yefd @lel ded H c@dl § St Jeur &
He # At Afed 3wt Shat & @ @ e @ g1 AR el & oure a9t
T gidn afe el o fava &0 & wF e 3 & w0 F q@n g, oed
SeH R #Acg o=l faRd & & T Uge] Bl ol I8 &l d HIGH H &I H
gaarl afg A wYot TRe e a1 B AfF Qe seTae & el §, H el o
T I FTHR AR Th F IR AT I Fohdl, AR AT & Sor o s19rar




g, HITT TI&; Hcg ST HITT Ta®T gl Ada Y sRae #9Td Ta&9 §; faaer
i o1 &, ForerA §; faOer of Herow §; 9oy off HurerH B, &g o HeteH

TArELy 8 HITGH g, 3R Eaeyar sy #ITaH gl

HHR & S &1 e TRE HIUT AN # SfoH - FIOT & g@ HT HROT 3 @r
STar &, T Ueh Hogrdl &1 Hifd 9 w1y # JHT fg@erm 5w ¥ fafea s
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m@r%aﬁmﬁaaqaﬁw%mqﬁﬁwqﬁm%wu?ﬁmﬁ?ﬁmg@
39l AT g 8, Tl ol

Il 8% 3 ad adll 11.2911

Il shwesreragsiar I 11.301

AN THAE: FATdEAFFAATAGASadg R |
AN SrrcEATsTEEAET: Jagfed fason |

"lelihyase grasamanah samantal,
lokan samagran vadanair jvaladbhih..|
tejobhir apurya jagat samagram,

bhasas tavograh pratapanti visno"..| |

ATy

¢ favacard seraTe! M9 39 FAET W B Sed §U @ H@T ORI fAeTed gv
Tell 3 @ e W@ €, 3N IS AR dsf Fohrer AT fhol §oFqUT SEAUS H
ITEBTET Heh Fordl W& 8l (39)

Meaning:

Devouring everyone from all sides, through your fiery mouths, you are licking
(your lips). Your terrible rays, filling the universe with brilliance, are burning

everything, O Vishnu.

Explanation:



When we are enjoying a particularly tasty meal, we cannot resist licking our
fingers and lips. It is a sign that we would like to have more. Also in Indian
culture, wasting of food is not allowed, so we lick our fingers to ensure that
nothing goes to waste. In the same way, Ishvara in his cosmic form
thoroughly enjoys the process of destruction. He also ensures that nothing is
spared, nothing goes to waste. Everything and everyone ultimately is

destroyed.

The Lord controls the world with grandiose forces of creation, maintenance,
and annihilation. At present, he is being perceived by Arjun in this mode as
the all-devouring force that is engulfing his friends and allies from all sides.
Viewing the apparition of future destined events in the cosmic form of God,
Arjun sees his enemies being wiped out in the imminent battle. He also

sees many of his allies in the grip of death.

All the other people are crying and what is Bhagavan's attitude; does he feel
sympathy for those people, who are crying because of the death of near
and dear ones. Bhagavan does not seem to have any sympathy at all. It
looks as though Bhagavan wants to tell all the people, if you did not
understand the law of birth and death; and if you did not become mature
enough to accept birth and death, it is your problem that you are suffering;

do not blame me at all.

Now, we may ask, isn’t it cruel to derive pleasure from destruction? It may
be true from a relative standpoint, but not from the absolute standpoint. If
old trees and animals do not die in a jungle, new ones cannot be created.
If old businesses aren’t allowed to fail, new startups cannot bring innovative
products to the market. If no one dies, the earth is unable to sustain the

needs of an infinitely growing population.

Destruction is a necessary part of life. If we think like an individual,

destruction is painful. If we think like Ishvara, destruction is enjoyable. It also



creates dispassion towards the miseries of our human body, since we know

it will be destroyed to create something new.

Arjuna continues to describe what he sees. He says that the rays of fire
that are emitted by Shri Krishna are burning up the universe with their heat.
He wants to take those fiery rays away. Since Shri Krishna has not yet
listened to him, he asks him a question with the hope of gaining attention,

and potentially, bringing back the form of Shri Krishna that he loves.

1 &y waa 11

&R & eolleh § "Headlcg dAEggH" 3 99 & gog 1 gcg i a1 o,
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3o & ¢ B, WHAICHT 30 3 &9 H HG § Sarel 5d|c4<-‘|§'(f,3|’r8ﬁ1§n'c'{€rm
3@ed Yerd 38 & AHA AT T §, 39 1 AT W e v fa, o
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giee & Foldd q TR dsh RATHT &1 it [Qegfa & gamm & 59 g7 we,
faso] Tas AR & AH @ S g1 &R g HA AR g S uel 7 H wh
& dlg Ueh Yehe @1 6T ©l St STl g1 a/m ar 8 il Sl Ul @7 ¢ al daidls
ST TaH S 3T 3T & #iasT rel| e Tafad & @ATar & fod ar qob
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 fEaR & ¢w g% § & #99 RegaAe 3fedca &1 Ho W@ § ellcds
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ehY g1 AT SaATleEl 1 theal, #cg 8% Hcg §, 98 d9 g Y Sl g
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S AT AT TC A S ol 30 THREGET CAIIH FATE & H ¢@l g,
a9 gg 39 faRIC & 39 G @ 9T 3eEdd gl Sl g1 T & GREsT 1 3fsieT
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Il gk 3 ag adll 11.30 |
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ITEATE A F HATIENAAST A qFaT THlig |
Ao sraeaaegs & e aa ygiae i

"akhyahi me ko bhavan ugra-riipo,
namo 'stu te deva-vara prasida.. |
vijiatum icchami bhavantam adyam,

na hi prajanami tava pravrttim"..| |

ATaTe:

¢ T a3l H Asa! HUT Heh AT Y TAGST o HY S HATh &9 dred
BT §?2 F TR TAATHR LAl €,34qu:|3$4qTH+lo-o-l g, 3 & RAfag & @
3N el §, H MUl AW §T @ AT Argr § Ffh H 3Uh TIeT FH
el AT g1 (32)

Meaning:

Please reveal who you are, with such a fierce form. | bow to you, O best
among deities, be gracious. | wish to know you, O ancient being, for | do

not understand your purpose.
Explanation:

In the seventh book or canto of the Srimad Bhagavatam, Lord Vishnu

incarnates as the Lion Man Narasimha to slay Hiranyakashipu, the king of



the demons. He then proceeds to destroy Hiranyakashipu’s army. But his
anger is not appeased even after doing so. Extremely scared and worried,
the heavenly deities send Prahalada, Lord Vishnu’s devotee, to talk to
Narasimha. He first praises Lord Vishnu, after which he asks him several
questions. Appeasement, followed by humble questioning, is the best way to
pacify an angry person, which is what Arjuna did to the fearful cosmic form

of Ishvara in this shloka.

Earlier, Arjun had requested to see the universal form. When Shree Krishna
exhibited it, Arjun became bewildered and agitated. Having witnessed an
almost unbelievable cosmic spectacle, he now wants to know the very heart
of God’s nature and purpose. Hence, he asks the question, “Who are you

and what is your purpose?”

Arjuna requested him to reveal who he was at this moment, and what was
his mission and purpose for destroying everything. Even in his request there
was humility and surrender, because Arjuna asked for the Lord’s grace,
knowing fully well that he was the “Aadyam”, the original primal being of this

universe.

The word “Aadyam” is used by Sant Jnyaneshwar in the first stanza of his
commentary on the Gita known as the Jnyaaneshwari : “Om Namoji Aadya”,
meaning “my salutations to that primal being”. This word is extremely
significant in the context of this shloka. For someone or something to take
on the responsibility of destruction, it has to be present before and after
creation. It also has to be beyond all names and forms, because it is
names and forms that are created and destroyed. So when the entire
universe is dissolved, the same original being creates, sustains and destroys

the universe again.
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3ot AT FSOT @ F@I, MU aH 337 ARA & ®G A Sferar o@1| e w9 A
AT T Jgell TR fOE (FAR) T H & 37 1| oS faRawd # o &
Sl Todell Y & & 30 & [AWd Ig foie &7 3(cqd 39T 8 X HNRa TaA Uisd
qeT & AT Y TN IET &1 ST &1 +Ie), AR T H ST § °le d1e T @
W ¢ TaA qW ¥ STl e W@ B

$H AT W 3Sfed, HaTale] AHSoT HT Afbcd &I Gidacl T feegar s TSt arelm
g1 38Y AIANOT EIHT FEAT & TY AT QIH 3e¢ JOMHA Xl & 3197
MY I HIAE & WU H GANT Feh o6 § eIl AT §, ¢ dal & el
ey, FB8gaeT & 3nfeeor, favadeed! 39 HAY a3 & A 37X favg &9 & o
Fedall Y, 39 & faWId I8 TOR &I felerelal arel @I # 31T Dl g2 H TG
ST AT €|

Ig ghafed aeg § & AT & 78l A §cF & A F fAv yww S
P HcTed Hgcd I T fear arr &, Fifh a€r arega & areret 1 9o gidr
g1 38 & Ig TSrmar el a3t & ARSI ¢ 3R 39 & @1y g 39 & gy
qﬁwmaﬁdldﬁﬁrcul?ﬂdlﬁ%l%ﬁﬂ%gﬂ%@?ﬁwﬁ?ﬁ%ﬁ?ﬁ
MU YA T AL A 9T T gl 38 B TS v sifeury 7w v R ogw
HAPY T I UROT Feh 3ol I HRal HT faamer e@e & v &1 @41
3¢aRyT ¢ I dg fhdl gear & ged H digdr @ FHEAT H @I ¢ AR 386 AT
U &I 3R g 8, S geu # 3uh AREd e @ sfasgach #w @
g, 98 @I A 3Fehr gfse g gl

3T a1 HA IcATIREH H UG i S SEdm §, 3 @ gfte ot ereel @ Foielr
diedl 81 3@ @ 2T AR sal F FoAr Heg @R GATOIR glar 1 SAfIT gl
I 3 TeAT AW @ g, O 9% 9fed g q@er aear § 3d 9% @
HITA & AW F € 3qH gfSe AEAT g1 SHA IHHT Ig YA §IAT H & Th
PcTfFT § faarer| s 59 &1 s T TR & o 39 39
A A B

UHT el STl & af fafd faerer §9 of ofdl §, o al 3ol /T $o #7¢T G
I @R H oF1 S & 30 Ve & v {F wdam i a1 Fhdr &1 T8



RI0THTT & Y & dic aAg FF AT T & Jeodig o a1 2| AT Frelr & Hrer
I AT A $ITATT AP A T A 3N T 3l A §H 7T6h o foe &7 4
W el

3ol Pl WATCHAT T G T AT & g W g 3cUeet &1 @I UT| gg wrdelr
R §T FEcl & o 3T & Jasv, Fifh 39 A Feed Heg & I &l 59
Staer # FAEIC e, gA @l gqrdfas 3R Al 9o Sedr| 38 §AT oa%
Mrar &1 Rider smeanfors 67 g, Fad S TATATT FATN df Hereqd 9T Hel
A 35 T § T s A gite =t A7 39 aF ¥ e a6 33 O =ifE
g7 g &7 @@ #Hioa &Ra 3R ded W | AR FH Pledr g AT g
JAEAT 3T & o & 89 U A & & Wae A 5§ 9 S Tar F#4 H?
T 9 g9 g1 @ Fohd ? ARG 3egiel Ase eH d TuaAr & & A, o 3 qIA
IR wEufFaAe € 37 G FER aaen aifgr an @l & #erlr 3R
Aoeol STl ART ATl el Teol & FA? W A AFd 8 Ja=m anfgw |
Al Tod H Y ToT &A1 glar AMgC? o FT Icol AT oAET &1 Fehl; 373y ollar
IR ART HER e & HTSX G §; IS 9T AL HIEe FAT Folel Y 3R
ofg &y o, o aler & @y gw o AT W d dael A, Aar AR AT & w4
el TT Fehd IR R 3ramereh Fog 3R a8 o 3reeh? HRAE: g &) ar F
AT T ghid &, AW A ¢, MNdr &1 GuOr; 3ufave &1 TR, 7%
faem; a7 feeit & aTe g ol il &; Qo IR Fufd & 3m o & 38 e
RITY Fgl ST 8l $O $S Teg H AT & 31T o faorel To®q & AT
P @ I TOGr S @T g1 Tg 7T FAr 390 G@r S W g, 59 39 A
wrieT & faeawT gdfe fastfaal & g & &9 # AEr 4

fava®y g # 3l 1 dfdfhar & A9 wWor B 9 g5 M Tw A wEA
MeEd AT AEAT 91| Sfacg Ig HY HT WO gl ol $Eh AT E ISl
gfafshar &l @ TROT FATCT g -7 gl 3 gH el TWOT # YA &G g
AfeheT 3EY Ygel HSUT 3Slel & U T 3K Cel o @ ol

3cged, AR TaH 3eled TEORT HT Fioe F TR oeh A [Aea®T e
Hodel 3R Forol NP T S AT Fevod §, o9 §H T9 o o 95 &Y |




3ot & 38 e & A faIe T@EY & g AT §id & 3R AT A FHeor
S 38 a1 Fgd g, 3 96 &
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3ol I faea®q e e F e A fheq 3@ A S Fo M favaww A
@r ar 3 T FHedal & 8T mlﬂaﬁlﬂ,ﬁﬁwﬁqumﬁ*aﬁ QET, FHH
O 19T, A a7 VA Hidd AT &l qUT AT fem| 3§ 1 foremmar & end
A & YT FFYT fafaar off ST 36 & Alg, 6, A F A TGH HEH
Fr oI5¢ o fFaT| 98 5§ T A AEET H g2 AT dBdl ATl 37 $HI AT
JAferemr sfasy & ol S B A 37 Hr I gey & aRomE W AR ol

7€ ue gA & Rufa & eAR A G oRfeufadt & g3m & &7 F 3=
faRt &1 v FRET Fad I3Ta IRT 3R TI R off g, d8 §ART AEdfdeh
AfFdcd § 90 A g4 39T & ad gl Saed & fAffes gge] # A,
fga, T@rd, ug, aer 3fE 39 dcd gid & o gAR o & gafad &a g
safed 59 o §F 5 3T IOT AT UG A WA § 3¢ S0 9 @ dterd §, AR
g A ¢ O F gavysd Ty @, R wEen ug, &, Aae AR Afaswar
T Bl &, Siafeh 398 307 # 58 & Al gler =Ifigq| eqagiier  Siael & &y
N AT A 97 TUT & W W P WA F F5 iy aFa @sem 78 &
HhdT| ATdehdl IRROT # Toahar gl U 3R ufdser & safFdca 3k arerd
aifeu, St fase@A ®AAET &GS IS gad g, Fvew sFanl a0 & 98 9
AT eI

§H IE g Tehd ¢ T IMar a1 S do o wiffs gEas §H Yed § ;T IR
Hifcash 9&T &l g7 fSdall 30 310 g, 39 A AN YRUT AT ATHANT AT H
AR anT & e RAfyd Favd # X g Jdr §1 TRACHAT Sl Sfef, H0T H0T 3R
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gA el ofrar 1 JuH IR AE Ug @1 AT AT HEAR T T AT A IUeTsY
g, 59 W g9 ¥ 3% Haar 3R R[awer & a1 &1 N A9 T o F 9o arar
dh 3Tl 39 3EH H B AR gAY g I gy o & &, Fife A &
HRAPR g oh HA Fsg AfF A 9ed g1 §H 3T FodoT Hcg ol H &
3T W Tgd X ded &l e 3A, Tard AR &t A gA RACAT o 3r9=h
HA F & IHTET § e &, A Mar w1 weAIA o 3wl ghawr &
T8 X g1 S HiaST &1 g §AAT T 3cUool el dTell 8 Biell g

3o & Hifa Al #fasy & Fo uar o o @ o feaw der 7 gar ik S
%o °fed gl drel § ol 39 & 3efAles ol WATCHT & uled g1 osha gl e
e [ASh @1 T TFET S ¢

g T8I ICd FT Hisd AT &, FAARN & ASHA g X d8F Fl ATAT qAar
¢, gfc gg o T o i agr g ik Aafd & @9 gafey & wifd @i 3o
@ @ g1 d¥& S0 a1 Ad g1, HTd [har & o Jar Sohdr| Nar 3eaaeT ot
Teh AW §, A a1 FX fsahrd Al gl &1, fohe glar a1 & glar Jg s
g, INdT 3IETTA & §I¢ AT Pl |

Ui @l H A & fod fhell 7 fonell Shia &l AT ag e & gier 8, 98
g & HAf & HTAR AAT T T A & I B Al &1 gqiD IS gA
IO HA A FEr G A AT T F AT W A Hls HROT AGT A TR A
H 3T JeT P & o AT 7 81 F7 39w

35T HAET AT §, 95 fcas-Tordl ION F Jad §, AIGY RACH of 38 e
o A o Gar AR 3uer fovre favaww #fosy odfw & @y fgamn & @#ed
HE GHIT & X W@ 8, 38 38 & FHAT & HROT & AAT v & & = &

Sl Yg T &l Helol IR R atd W & 3o o g 9far & goaad &
arg 8, 3T A 39T FAASS AIGHT gt FI ATHATT 1gT SIsT| Al IMar reqTeT



A A W@l A & IFdcd 1 AR 3T 1 IHAT & 3HTER T & gl
YE B SACIN| HUAT €T 9= HAl H oo AR 38 ad ¢, 9 FT&F Imead
S o gHfd 3T A RE gHER A F A & OF Y & FA F AR
fAfaa sard &

f3eg T H AT Told quTd FT A FAET W@y T FIHT Far HT Tor@r| 3
g A9 o 39 & 3Mefeg foldT B
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#asf @ & afrsafea ad AsafPyar: gogeay e |

"$ri-bhagavan uvaca,

kalo 'smi loka- ksaya- krt pravrddho,
lokan samahartum iha pravrttah..|
rte 'pi tvam na bhavisyanti,

sarve ye 'vasthitah pratyanikesu yodhah"..||

ATy

A ST o gl - A FH FFYOT HEAN M S A dTell HEThTol g 39 AT oI
HAET oM 7 AT F & T o9 g3 §, gl U @ el get & Aewn
R ey o el R wfasy A 7 W@l (39)

Meaning:
Shree Bhagavaan said:

| am time, the seasoned annihilator of the worlds, engaged in destroying all
these people. Even without your (effort), all those hostile warriors will not

exist in the future.



Explanation:

After a long wait, Shri Krishna, as the cosmic form, spoke to Arjuna,
revealing himself and his mission of destroying the universe and all the
living beings residing in it. When Oppenheimer, who was a part of the first
atom bomb project, witnessed the destruction of Hiroshima and Nagasaki, he
quoted this verse of Shree Krishna in the following manner: “Time..| am the
destroyer of all the worlds.” Shri Krishna declared himself to be “kaala”,
which means time as well as death. They mean the same thing because in
time, everything dies. He also used the word “pravruddha” which means
mature or seasoned, indicating that he was well versed in the task of

destruction, that it wasn’t a onetime thing.

Our mind works within the gamut of space and time, therefore it is difficult
to comprehend what Arjuna saw. He probably saw the past, the present and
the future happening in an instant, all at the same time. With this vision,
Shri Krishna was able to show the future to Arjuna. The Mahaabharata war
had ended, leaving few Kaurava warriors alive. In other words, Shri Krishna
himself had determined that the war would be won by the Paandavas. They
fought like any other army would, but the real work behind the scenes was

done by Shri Krishna.

That is why in Vedanta; we talk about two planes of reality; one is called
vyavahariha satyam and other is called paramarthika satyam; Vyavahariha
satyam is a plane in which time principle is integral, intrinsic, inherent
feature aspect and therefore in vyavaharih plane and everything will have
corresponding opposite. So, arrival- departure, growth- decay; union-
disassociation; birth- death; it is an integral part which is called vyavaharih
satyam. Vedantins advice is what; with regard to vyavaharih satyam, we have

only two options; either you accept it totally or you reject it totally.



And the other one is called paramarthika satyam where there is no time,
there is no space and therefore there is no pairs of opposite also; anyathra
dharmat; anyathra adharmat; dharmam is not; adharmam is also not there;
good is not there; bad is also not there; birth is not there; death is also not

there; na jayate mriyaté va kadacit nayam bhatva bhavita va na bhuyah.

Many of us sometimes think, what will happen if | stop working one day?
Lest we attach undue importance to our actions and puff up our ego, Shri
Krishna gives us a lesson in humility. He reveals that ultimately, it is he
who is running the show. If he wants to do something, he will do it with
whatever means available, even if it means generating a thought in one

person or in a million people.

Now, if we hear this, we may think, why should | do anything at all? | can
retire right away since it is ultimately Ishvara who is doing everything. Arjuna
probably had the same thought. He would have wondered what the need for
him was to fight, reinforcing the argument he made in the first chapter when

we wanted to run away from the war.

And then Krishna gives the warning. Arjuna, this is going to happen whether
you decide to start the war or whether you decide against the war. Because
| have decided to destroy; whether you want to cooperate with Me or not; if
you are not there; like if one tyre is punctured; what do you do; you do not

stop the journey; with another tyre you proceed.

Even if you are not there; even without your involvement in the
Mahabharatha battle. All these people have to disappear. The time has come
for the world to be vacated of a huge mass of people; and who are they?
All the people; the ocean of humanity that is in front of you. Your site
warrior on dharmam path and opposite site warrior are Adharmam site. But

kaal works its own principle and therefore, people shall dies both sites.



Times when starts destroying the creation, it is not created discrimination of

good and bad.

It is cleared warning that ultimate, doer is GOD, He does, and person thinks
that he is doing like Arjun who in first lesson misunderstood that he is going

to Kkill his relatives.

Anticipating this, Shri Krishna makes a bold statement in the next shloka.
11 f&Er |atam 1

3ot o 9T ThaT o1 7oh 3 TUaTel 9 Hled § Tad H A9 AT Fgfihl e ST
@1 €| 3T o AT & IS H g Fe o o1 & A Jey A 54 T F IY e
HEAT| 3HT: el [IIC FTET I FAC F HITAA Fed ol

AT FEATFARAT FTel 3N FEAUS & faAIS & §T & A TP Jehe
g1 'FIer Us H IR Ferafa' A g5 & THw aARTS Usg oA g1 gHA
3 B "ol HT TR A W@ 21" G &1 gt geaA’ Frer & st A gAT STl
gl

YA AT S TUA U] IH dA T A F deEw ¥ 3R RBAfREr ik
AR & a1 & @l Al 3ogia AFSoT & 3 ek H AT TR @ g
foram g-"rer-H FAET S I A=k g1 Frel Tl Sfidl & Sfiaed & arorar 3R
38 fdfa axar g1 98 I8 AfRad &en & wa s\, gomad AR w07 S
HEIHTAT & el T Hed g TE 3ol & Jeu H AT & ol & grard o
¥l HfA & ogg TaAT A @Y A AT 1 AN Y I Fh 9T dHr HER
fo#ToT hr faemer FSier & 3TER AT gl $9TdTeT T STOT &

H FFquT Gl 1 8T (A1) A qmua?a«iq«mﬁaagmammé
UaH H 38 AT el QA3 FT WX F & o & Tl 3 gl 5§ @ R e
A (A N Py 7 FAR N ) T w9 oA, qor 3R FoT gyfa qraR
T ST @ JoT 3ISHT g1 W § T S gfaaferdl &1 gcdsh Jar & 3efdr
3T 3¢ §U &, el



T soT daraer & €1 39l, Fg o gl & drell g, e JH I YE Bl dl
fAoTr o a1 geur & faeey| @ifh A faarer aet &1 Aoy foar §; =g g /v
HEAIT LT WG AT 61, Iie A T8l «Ig! &1 S Iie Ueh TR U= g ST o
F FIT HIN| JH AT ST AN, GEX TRR & AT A 31T G| SHTAT FsoT
3o T AT & €, ool & JH Fel o g, HEHRA Jeu A JEeNl AN &
foetr off, g7 @sl QoM a1 &se @ S §1 @AY 3 am g 6 gfear @ eneit
Teh faeTeT HHg Wiell @1 S 3R T HiA g7 G Aer; AEdr &1 qER S
3T9E AAA §

Ucdeh Jieyr A aler i 7 3uRtya dfaw; 3@ 7 R e A B 9er
ol Ffr 4 F fAU @Y § 3N Audia @ 3wl & v @e §; IF wAgey &
g, fheq T o, & & a7 & g9 X ol oo & @y gl W ol el 3R
BT A o S & AWM PN AT IS SHAT At 3R & AfAdT BT 7T A E,
IS AT AT &1 TR FATCA g I-T § 3R (AU &= & g

forell a&q &1 T 7aEAT HT AN ThY ST 3T AGTAATOT G G Hebell| e
AT T TRAT F & ST, H AAOT g1 &l N g FT F AR F & IAAT
31T & 3R g Bl 39 TAcAS A & NS S Affd g T F FE W
T & T8 FHeleqd Aferd § Sl Il & Siael & 39T AT L @l &

W;\%g@gﬁaﬁmshﬁmaﬁywmiﬁﬂsﬂudaﬁdism 3Fd 919 &
3CTE0T &1 3o¢ dised PR aar &7 & T & g, o s i foareha emaa
AT & U & hdr g1 I8 fAcuia Jgl W &) gidr §1sH 397 §9 & aRoT
el H HIA] T 36T 31 HATA APRIcHE ATFAAT FHI ATA FLAl g Sl IS
é?aimgl'échoﬂqda?rducwﬁwgﬁrg‘éﬁlm%sqaﬁuﬂﬁyﬁiﬁé;
T &1 3menm faeare & gRafdd g Sl 81 Weq HeTae] 38 a1 &l 8 Fuse
W od § & qEAATT & 58 w1 A e & AT g Rl v gfFd a1 e
IR T 8T &1 3T HRT H e H Teh 37ehell el & AT &1 I8 AT & 39
qeAecdlel 3R Yeoliasl @l oden| @asifde garE & 3@ Jfafaenre s &
fte SaATT AR & 9of &1 37 & gled AT 18T gl 9 37 rel dr Alstelr
fAfaa & srfifead gt WMl Usg & fIT Ig Yelsilaer 3Maegs § Al &




GeTdIE T AT S T §| HITAe] TISC Fhgad o fob qrer 9 o g7 sitfciepardy
deem3it 7 & g i 57 FRad foarer 7 Shfaqd 7€ W@ IR9m|FeTdRa Fr war
& Hogdl H, A & HUT FI T§ dlcdY TISC gl ¢ foh PR eIl dl dlel &
CaRT Ygel & AN S gl § 3R Yeocdled T @l & AT FEINT Feh 3o,
fAfRTT Aherar o1 hael WY & < @I B ITHTAV Hdhlelld HJT & T 3ol
F Ig 39y eI Srar § & a8 [ g9 39 Sad & Fded &7 UTeled Y|

TAET F TP & X §, ofg A A g, O F ad-e-ad & o &
YR R S o FfFdcd a1 @ g, gohfd ot 38 & 3R W 39 A
demeredt €1 3 AR e & O 9 weaer & O yeia e & 39w
TIA doh o Sl &I AT 8 TRRd Il g, SO Jg del I fh v W®
JFERT 3SR §, 38 & o W AL TS ®F ad T & S o gr=ar ar
fthclcd TR BIAT &, 38 & 3MUN W Yohid AT a1 X Sig &0 3faa oo
gl AT Y S § 98 FT AT R W S FS W W & TE TP T,
fohed] 3T 9B HEH & HRUT Shojed UaH Hldded H1d A HH S HABal
HIeFdT B

HAcg o & ol ST AT A@EAAE gl 8 T B IH ¥ §T UGH 2N
g & Joo THSTA o ¢, fhed STe $aT 30el fae &9 & @HAeT 377am § o
g 38 AU i U HT M g ST §1 WS PRIAT GRE A g gfear
drhd & 38 &I 3 fear &

WHCHT & foIe faRa®d # 3ol & e &1 Hiasy fe@e & Hewhlel Fa&y
fe@rr, S WATCAT & 3Heled TITUT H Tk 37U I AGGs a9 a1, 59 & IJg
Tqse X fear aram § fh geyr A Hog A Itd AIgUT Helohlel & I &+ ] 8,
3¢ Sl ARG drer §, a8 A AT §1 #fasy ARaa 3R a7 g1 &9 & e
# afe o9 AfFT g o &, 98 afe saer off X ¢, ar off AgrerIeT 319aT 1
AT Tgam|

AT deled H §H drEdidehdl & & TR I 91d HA gl Tk FHI TdgIRh
TeIH Fgd & AR g & IRATRIS TcIH Fgd §| TIgIRS oA Teh THT TR
¢ o0 # "Ag fdeuid afees, daffed, dafifed faRivar uge § 3R safav




IagTRe TR & 3R g0 NS & veh Ford [Qudid gl SafaT 3MeTHe- JEm,
gefa- &1, Aol fader, Sed- 7cg; I8 T e 3097 & 98 cgagiRer dcg#
FEd &1 dGledl T Tellg Tl & T TGN TUH & TIaed H gAR 9F ar &l
faehed §; a1 o 319 3@ qUid: FEHR &Y of AT qUI: IR T |

T F URATS GeIA Fed ¢, o6l GHT e ¢, TS A8 g IR sHfav
Rl Iear ofr 7€t ¥1 reeT G § A qU o G §1 S G § A gy o G
gl

gfIIT A7 a1 IRATS & fAT dlc Y 3R FagR & T T § &SR HL AT
3T AR F U e ¥ FHER HET G¢| TF a9 U7 e & v of
IR AARS AfFd B MaRIRAT g & PF AW F AU AGRES afFT H
3MaRTehT Bl &1 MU F FT AT glan| gHfC g o awrd &, g gl
¥ F § AR deted Fgar &, =t &t o ey, e & e, A Taree @
cAET| AT T AET A Forfd A AW FoF A AP A SFeH R e
qoT T & fau iaRe afed &1 amaegsar g & OF ®&efa & fae i
HaRe AfFd $r HEFRAr gt g1 Al & fow afed &1 aRdesdr gidl g
deled Fgdl & o fdFd Ul hae T did & fAedr 81 3R a8 § 3TeA- A=)

SHTo TRATCHT 379l I St TG & §, 3T 9edt ¢

Il g% 3 aad adll 11.3211

Il shFgereracaiar I 11.331

dTATAHFAS JAT FerEa fcar argad Usd AU |
7T e @AT RfAaas s@ seaaRe |

"tasmat tvam uttistha yaso labhasva,

jitva Satriin bhunksva rajyam samrddham..|
mayaivaite nihatah purvam eva,

nimitta-matram bhava savya-sacin"..| |

Arar:



¢ Fegardl safed q I N UTT B F oI Jeu w & o @y g AR
3T A SNAR U@ GFeol AT &1 AT I, Tg Tl gl & A & carr AR
ST geh g, o a Jer & haol fAfAT F=1 @9 (33)

Meaning:

Therefore, you arise, obtain valour by conquering your enemies, and enjoy
the prosperity of your kingdom. All these (warriors) have been previously

killed by me, so you become just an instrument, O Savyasaachin.
Explanation:

Shree Krishna has revealed to Arjun his will that the Kauravas should perish
and the kingdom of Hastinapur should be administered by the Pandavas in
accordance with rules of dharma. He has already decided the annihilation of
the unrighteous and the victory of the righteous as the outcome of the
battle. His grand scheme for the welfare of the world cannot be averted by

any means.

When we buy a ticket to any Bollywood blockbuster, we know that no
matter what happens, the hero will save the heroine from the clutches of the
villain. But even though the ending is no surprise to anyone, we still want to
sit for over two hours in a movie theatre. Why is that? We enjoy the drama,
the emotional ups and downs, the fight sequences, the songs and so on.
We want the movie to entertain us. Just because we know the ending, we

don’t stop watching movies.

Ishvara’s grand spectacle, his “leela”, works in similar ways. Shri Krishna
had pre- planned the ending of the war and had orchestrated the events in
such a manner that it would result in the destruction of the Kauravaas.
Knowing this, Arjuna would have liked very much to flee the war. Addressing
Arjuna as Savyasaachin, one who could use both his hands in archery, Shri

Krishna encouraged him to fight with all his might, defeat his enemies and



enjoy the result of his actions. This is because Arjuna, like all of us, had a

role to play in Ishvara’s grand play of the universe, his “leela”.

He now informs Arjun that he wishes him to be the nimitta- matram, or the
instrument of his work. God does not need the help of a human for his
work, but humans attain eternal welfare by working to fulfil God’s wish.
Opportunities that come our way to accomplish something for the pleasure
of the Lord are a very special blessing. It is by taking these opportunities
that we attract his special grace and achieve our permanent position as the

servant of God.

Here is the crux of karma yoga. If we fulfil our duties with a spirit of
detachment, we align ourselves with Ishvara’s vision. We become a “nimitta”
or an instrument of Ishvara. But if we assert our selfish desires and our will,
we only entrap ourselves in the material world and set ourselves up for a
painful existence. Furthermore, Shri Krishna, in his generosity, was more
than happy to let Arjuna take credit for his work. In fact, he encouraged him
to do so. And in the midst of all this, there is no favouritism. The
Kauravaas were annihilated as a result of their actions, not because of Shri

Krishna’s partiality towards the Pandavaas.

There is no free-will at all, it appears; therefore, is only one doer; who is
the doer; Bhagavan alone is the doer of everything; Bhagavan determines
everything; there is nothing in our hands at all. This will be the wrong
conclusion which can come out of these two lines. And therefore, we have
to spend some time to eliminate this false idea of fatalism and we have to
reinstate the freewill. Human beings do have the freewill to handle things.
As per shastra, every human has right on his karma, and the result of his
work converted into fate. Hence, Fate is nothing but karma phalam choose

by a person in his present or earlier life. Therefore, we are selected by our



destiny based on our efforts, hardship, attitude and working, not merely on

fate.

So now, who are the people who would be killed in the war? We shall see

in the next shloka.
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TGl 379Nl AT el I W 3R FTIse Asel H 3MAEd R & fh 30 & 35
g3 g X Hel & AHT H holdl 3R 30T &l IIod a1 difgu| afAar &
afFd IR aEIzy fhaer & 3% FaF 7 @, i &aIe FAglhrel T AfFT o
Tl &1 3e¢ AN T §1 31T F Fael I deA UH IR TEV A R e
?ﬁmésﬁ?caﬁulbdwam%*l

ST &1 @ ¥ 937 37 FET § 6 dereArr ¥ affd & R A9 39 H Sl
TGH HIFAT AT g1 S 1 S Ho o g7 QT & AT g Ig Uhid & ad &
cart fAfRga g1 safed fFd & &t &1 9on, aey 3R @ AR AT
S FT AW GH(T & AT & Fed U & AN TT S g1 FAgleprel o
T 37 T Bl &, 31 T et AR &TAT &7 0T X ofar § AR o 7w
ST gIaT &, 38 dg &Tddr IR et off vereT & &ar 1 3 WACHT Fgd ©
fh & Fomaae (S Qi gral & eIy Io |eh) ¥ A N1 ¥ AR & g &1 A
shadl fATAT F=r|

TEIT: Godsh fauRedel 929 HT 5@ d¥F & TASC A Bl § b Slae H g
SeR & BT A had T WA & §1 We, AT §H 58 T & THR
A P R A gld, Fifdh FART TEGHT AAAG Sl WA & Aga 740
BT o §ART ety ey Tawy U= Fafed @ gAR €arT HF & Feh| Siidel
& Tl S & F ured H IR Iyt | Al g7 IR Y, a g8 AT g
& 9 Iucictr & Yhfd & TerereT 1 Jelell H §ART ATel Icded &g 3R
oG g1 3Tk @ 38 &7 dhao 3o aEI3IT T FAWET AT AT & H Fhd &
St ggel ¥ & facgdA= § 3R 5§ HANT & Geawd 344 yd fAfgd o
Fd T Thd &l T o AR AFAT Ig 81 & F &5 39 BT FI 3c9ood
forar &




WA, argar, $foie, Siiaer @Xereh 3Mwedi, @aiq A, I§ §oquT ade o9 3R
gerfad & 3HFT 3T ¥ d9 3 FT 9g H 9 Joai & Wl & AfaRed iR
$O A6 &l SR A & gAN AU faggd, @er, 3R, a1y ScaTie 3UCSH wd
IR &F 3EH 3TN A & AT FEhfA 3R Fadeadr TeeT HIl A Herd
a3t & 9= dIg o uclieyr Fera AT g1 Fehdl AR 3ueliswr &1 HY §, S
Yed a3l 1 JefAATIYdS AT e

gH o ggol o Uer § b 3@ gite @ WATCH & hid GarT A9 ART TaH
B FqIe-ad Uit & Feldr &1 &Y W-3R AT A g FifH S g & A
dl ¥ Bl 9% §ER U T #T aifd g1 3 g I8 o § o9 g "eell 4@
fAfRad & @ &7 FaT Fa7 FY IRR {7 R & Sid gARad gid gu o
38 TR A §U ST 3T o] g1 Safely 9THTCHT & Sded 9Tl el &l
gl Fifeh ol el { AU, G & HT 3THT T Fohdd g1 fAshA g1 T gapial
& F Halld H HgAEN 8 Hehd g1 Flel Tqh H ol o a @ S A Sl
TigaT A1, e S &9 A0, A o HAACR H Hiel a:m”raﬁ?rgtré‘r%, CarcH
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RE
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g @ g7 gfte a1 o & kA oa @ ShdIg g 9T aridcd HT drole
N Hah|
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& AU fatrer &1 IR gl SHd # FAGAgaS HE Wb Fholdl I & fow
HIST & AT Agar AN FGHT HT ST 3O INaRTF g H@US A FT
g6 WS g, o gl §H U Aol H Hal HUH Icdmg R eTeeqol 9Rom &
AT H @ Thd &1 BN & AT Tg o1 Ueh ST I7 GHEAT &7 giar g1 o
AT dF PR TTT A R AgT 3R v ey F ufq FHEfT w2 &ar &34
AT & Ig Serd 3R 3R Iy ured ST W 3R ARET awerar &




el §o1 ST &1 38 qd & 9l # 3eieh Tell W Tosed Fid fmar a@m § &
3EPR & AT ¥ gHH AT FAGHR &THATINT I Sad hAT ST FoheT ©l

fashmr Fat Qer F TE @ AT Agcaqor ¢ FifF TE qqerar § & Fe aren
K ¥, AT 30 F FF A FoYael AF ¥ g 9 FaT e ¥ Ik wHE
fFae ggar @ fd & @ dga, g 3R e i IuAfAar st FT B AR &
FarereT & AR wadide @ ST @Y gde arer et §, FR A FE QAW A& 9w
5T w9t wor &7 W ST F FA T, TG 9§ AT FoYd o

safav serae 3o A AT T @ 9@ w W 5 BT @ F F Fwewn
HATF ¢ UNEA Fgar ¢ A% W awAc Far § @ 7§ g F wETeT rerr
e F4T g FAT F§ Sig [T @Y H FH FWM AR F§ Gl g F §ART
AR HPYATE H FTAHFR AL FAT| 3 F IJAR WATHT Frefl, srpar i ey
g, Sfta 3rgar &t A serar ¥ I fAafaare 8, S smgarg F TR A€ Hd

HEAAE AW qaRT S+H & AT ¥ & W sl aF A TEF Ao ¥ A
AT e A ¥ WEEEE AT & qF & A N & FAT F vl @ @
AT Bl A FF H A AR G F A FaaAar g 7 7 AR F=F 3w
H 1 F A& FT AT FAT AT AFH @ I FEET AT W - @Y H @ 3R
3 & FH Gl B HEET & TER IR I

AT A FUIT N AT T A T R FI A @ AT SN AT
af AT @ & v 999 #egaRE @ ad @ X 3T FF F T Thod H qrEAT
¥ grar ¢ AR urar asht g S 3@ & Ay aqor g Aor e Ak w Fe
1 geoT IR aAaT ¥ A ¥ T I@f St sht FOR & @ &, a8 Frerww
# AR ¢ g # & faolw & o1 e « 1 30 # fFw A6 W T @
Thadl A G&dl §, a8 ART ST F @9 a9 FE1 M @ar § 3R 37 | geen
it giar 2

e ¢ b WRACHT o & &1 AHR &7 §, Bl & 78| e S0 307 A1
FAATER IR far Srar § ar 319 319e 3SR &1 96T J78 a9
3T HE N H el Jeur A O H Hog AREa § a @9 A, safod serare
379l 1 IR X ¢ o AT 91 3R T TaH g@ FT A7 ]
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Ao T fisH T Sy T Fof TUTIAR AR |

HYAT §dlecd SIfg AT SARASSIYEITT FAAT T WYeaTed, |
"dronam ca bhismam ca jayadratham ca

karnam tathanyan api yodha-viran..|

maya hatars tvam jahi ma vyathistha,

yudhyasva jetasi rane sapatnan"..||

ATy

aroT, SfTSH, Srgge, HUT AR T T 3k A @R AR §U I FAEl A3
q foar fondly o9 @ faofeid g0 e Y, 39 Jau & & ARgq & & ugai
P S| (3%)

Meaning:

Drona, Bheeshma and Jayadratha, Karna and other brave warriors have also
been slain by me. So you kill them, do not be disturbed. Fight, and you will

conquer your enemies in battle.
Explanation:

By this time, Arjuna’s mind had lost all sense of composure. Never in his
life had he gone through so many unimaginable visions in such a short
span of time. First, he saw Ishvara’s pleasant cosmic form, then the fearful
cosmic form, then he came to know the real nature of Ishvara’s destructive
power, and finally he came to know that every action in the universe was
determined by Ishvara. Shri Krishna recognized this state of mind and gave

clear, simple and precise instructions to Arjuna: do not worry, just fight.



What was the source of Arjuna’s worry? Many of the generals on the side
of the Kauravas were heretofore undefeated in combat. Even since the war
began, Arjuna was fearful of facing the most prominent warriors in the
Kaurava army. Shri Krishna pointed them out here, maintaining the hierarchy
of seniority: their guru Drona, the grandsire Bheeshma, Jayadratha who was
protected by a divine boon, and Karna who was equal to Arjuna in prowess.
Jayadrath had the boon that whoever caused his head to fall on the ground
would instantly have his own head burst into pieces. Karn had a special
weapon called “Shakti” given to him by Indra, which would slay anyone
against whom it was used. But it could only be used once, and so Karn
had kept it to take vengeance on Arjun. Dronacharya had received the
knowledge of all weapons and how to neutralize them from Parshuram, who
was an Avatar of God. Bheeshma had a boon that he would only die when
he chose to do so. And yet, if God wished them to die in the battle, then
nothing could save them. He mentioned each of their names, implying that
their fate was already sealed. There was no point in Arjuna worrying any

more.

So then, what could Arjuna do? Shri Krishna said: just fight. Since all these
mighty warriors have already killed by me, you kill them, not out of a sense
of enmity or superiority, but out of a sense of performing your duty as a
karma yogi. You just be an instrument of Ishvara, that is the idea. Put the
teaching of the Geeta into practice. If you perform actions in this manner,

you will vanquish your enemies.

There is a saying: vindhya na indhana paiye, sagara judai na nira parai

upas kuber ghara, jyon vipaksha raghubira [v11]

‘“If Lord Ram decides to be against you, then you may live in the
Vindhyachal forest, but you will not be able to get firewood to light a fire;

you may be by the side of the ocean, but water will be scarce for your



usage; and you may live in the house of Kuber, the god of wealth, but you
will not have enough to eat.” Thus, even the biggest arrangements for

security cannot avert a person’s death if God has willed it to happen.

Sanjaya stepped in to describe Arjuna’s reaction in the next shloka.
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Tgt oeTare] HRa Well 37 39T AUt & AHca™ F & Idd & fh T dx
Y gasveTeh HTol & @RI AR S Toh g1 Sl 39T & % ¥, [Segla 38
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el T AH &1 gob A, 3 3ol H1 AT & g T g 1 3R 3R &
3R FFqot dsa @1 F@E 9 SR

RACAT Hhgd & JFeRT Tive H IR alomar, ame i\, saey 3R ot aur
3y SIde gidvet & A qREN 8, o W O e 937 &idsd #1A g, 3
! Y FATST g1 Tohl & 37U 3 T Hodq M @RN AR ST b g1 ogiad
el & YROTH HT 0T gge & FX @M § Afdhel 98 Aed § o 3Tl 3eTeh
STOT I QM A HT ALTHA §o AR Jeu A ot gl 27 ured | o oo
HeFT HITATe I HIGHAT HIST el g1 3T JhR ¥ 97Tl T Tepfd o 30el sHere
T IET A T BN g1 ST Ao Jeuw A Ao arelr Ao @ A7 3=
SW Gl ol Tgd Al oA Tg FTon W T ol Ig wp fh e A i Al
%mﬂ@aﬁ?mﬁﬁﬁmgﬁf?ﬂﬁ@rl"sﬂﬁﬁ%a@dﬁ?q\dluﬂﬁ
U RART A JH AR vl




safaT @gr Sifar & faear & $ua 9, WPR SE 7 AR WE 399 FN R,
=3t fager TgdRi|

"R A T R & favey @ 1 Moy av of a9 qw wwaa: fvarEe
g # faw & aot fheg @8l 8 Sae & T @it wrea @@ el e
an g & fFan oft @ a9 sft T vl raeaFar & AU s 3veey ad
g afe qF 4 F A9 TR F W A I A @ a9 JFe gdred Here off
¢ AT FHaTl" FE 9% F IR seEe R B ARG 9 a9 3@ afEd @
A ¥ qu & Qv fraa &8 3 guanm vaey st 74t @@ & Qv 9 a9 f
3WH HY BN T AGH ST FhelT|

39 e ofsA 3R IR QU @ AR #9197 §AS 9, FE e & Hd
#H ogur f| I seTaE FE W@ § a9 oger o gF Ad &0 e o iR
alor 3fe W AR @ fEar e ANt @ fAER we #r gEe feSuearT o
MRS et ¢ TH Ul &THUH T ISl A AT Jeor | $H HT AT
HI |

a@amﬁmg,mmmgﬁswa@m&mw
AT €T BT FAT? AW & ISl AR S FH IEA; AT, T F A I e ¢
dftheT gfleg @ I e vaT & §; SUMAT T§ *sdl §; I &eelioh ¢, oifohel
3R T o HITATHT & SaRT G AT ALY, IR FAAIAT Y & GART oIgl
ST AIRT, 39l AT AR Y & aRT ST gen| fads & 39 FF )
grdl gle TIfgT; 3Tder o) =gl

¢ 39! JH SH Ju H AT oY, Fhifh JH SeAed & g1 I gH SEAv
&, o JH T § gy SR Fel §5 Fehd & AR ST e A Fhd & T §9 a1,
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3ot @l Heg o ur, i 3§ & @gr off T # g o ALt S f g7 3¢
BUUAT AT I EH BT, FUT Fgd ¢ b JH Jau Shden; sHEfIT & fR gH
rfFerRITell &1, afesh safav fo ol qrer 9a1 # B

IEJd: I§ YT Weed & Tehed ¥ IcTood gé,mwwgfﬁrzﬂmﬂ
A Tl 30 o gehdt, d9 F A, FoAEd ThaT gpfa Fa-faurs @ gAkaa
A §F A &l S FF TLT H AN ¢, I 3H o F FTASA &, T FaraT
% A H UAT §, I 9 AL H gg fopdlr o e A Aer ¥ foafed @
BT IRATCAT T 38 Jed & 3 T Il &, $A@T Ig 3ol H 3MRId I g,
IRFT HUA Fed ¢

ATeeh FI 3] AU H a1 &9 8 ArMae] Jerdf &1, safeddr &1 St 3eRyor
ATl &, 39 @ dg "R S § fh AT 3T $o o e g R W@ § A
g JYUT A A oA 1 Ig IMRAEA fh JEER # IUA A # S
TEGHT 3T AT 3TRYOT @ & & AR AT Tue A g5 AT §, F F &
o e AR § AR A garr wve Y gu §) gafed @ g @ Hged
&l AU, QER gT AE @ W 8, N w& ? O Rear g A ar @ a6
A & FROT § AR T g g WY IR Fedr g eI, FH H A &
faearer &, sRI{ &1, 3T A FAT §1 AT, AR TS A 9T, Fold e,
A QY A g1 AW § Rear e A safod mus @ st Rear S8 we
aife |

sl Ty 3R EFR T AT X & [ASHHA HT FdcduTadd aad § FId T
T T GEIIdT I @3T gl ST gl

& & HEIAIE F AE GG A Ig WA A gen F qfesy F wAf F v &
s B ¥ O sare areie e Y A gr s @ Rl s
geurd T Hiicash AR Fded FH B FA §U IR HOT Fg de0] S gewrd
A § 39 & ALY F 3@ W APY 3¢ ARG Y qamar g1 Sshw #1 9=
FAT W AWFER 39« 59T F f@a star ¢, F9ifF gaR at semae i &
& fadia FF FLar B



ueeT g o § T ORA el & WY GWATCAT 3ol A R wiitT waH |4 A
U A & AT o sgd &1 A w1 BT T fAorar & we T o 3eged
ofdt & @y fRar ae, afe wa e wAf @ gy ar arg eerar & 1 3w @ ash
g7 ST Tohel &, o9 s #Hg & forar Srw| 0 € Al & Bl T8 ARG
Ot Y 9Tod 8ld TaH ol difd o1l 3= AT & @Y Ig IJU & 1T 8l &,
e &1 e &XaT g Sha & safdis JfReR B I8 oo 3 &1 § 39 e
& Tlese UaH diiSch #olel a1 3@ FMese #ioled & fod Ser| a&dd:
ARt & 37 & Gy WATAT H AT € areafds F@ef@ g, s &R qeufa g,
| &1 faarer &Y gar 3R & w e F TSI g gl

IIgR H WATCHT W ey, faaw 3R 97 @ & Fig A wH #a & 39+
HASTYH  H Ulell AT &, a Ypid o 37 & IJAET TaH GIHA Tehrael i
ger F ¥l TN A A Fe, AV, &% o &S 7 @ a g AR e
W W ¢ Y HH A S0, o AT S ar arere it gehid garT gy & & Sl
¢, oot &7 e dR W &= o 78 ¥l oot g7 g, FETT, AW § o
I F A T, I6 W AT F IFTAR T@: & g At ¢l SAGA FgT S
¢ fF 39 I W eI @, SR #EIa WX BIS all 98 e JFeR HAf &
3THR et $T gam|

HataTel {oShrd HAIEN H U Seled ool g TR & Jordel A7 faferd ar
HEQT G &, ST AT 3HolT &l 8 &g & &1 HITaleT GaRT heled Ulelel el
o 3MTedlel T GoAehd 3Tolel o o1 GlAfhar e $T| T &I ITEAT 31Tel Leileh &
& I gl
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HT 3aT
TAegedl Tha HAGET Floriadaare: FHE |
AREHAT I TATE Foorwareerg sl gorer |

"safijaya uvaca,



etac chrutva vacanam keS$avasya,
krtafjalir vepamanah kiritl.. |
namaskrtva bhiya evaha krsnam,

sa- gadgadam bhita- bhitah pranamya"..||

Hrar:

T o el - AT o FeT Teell hl oA Holel o 1Y Sgh TRFIR AHEHN
forar, 3R R 3cded 8T F FOAT §IT JUMA FIh Haeey TR F G
HFsoT F SeAT| (39)

Meaning:
Sanjaya said:

Hearing this statement of Keshava, the crowned one with folded palms,
trembling, offered salutations, bowed, and even though fear struck,

addressed Krishna in a choked voice.
Explanation:

While Arjuna experienced a high degree of fear mixed with confusion in the
first chapter, he now demonstrated tremendous gratitude and joy after
knowing that the war had been pre-ordained in his favour. The fear had not
subsided fully, that is why his voice was choked and his body was
trembling. Since there was a bit of a gap between Shri Krishna proclamation

and Arjuna’s next statement, Sanjaya stepped in to narrate this shloka.

Here, Arjun is referred to as “the crowned one.” He had once helped Indra
kill two demons. As a token of his pleasure, Indra had placed a dazzling
crown on his head. In this verse, Sanjay refers to the crown on Arjun’s
head. But a crown is also the symbol of monarchy, and Sanjay deliberately
uses the word to hint to the old king Dhritarasthra that his sons, the

Kauravas, will lose the throne to the Pandavas in the impending war.



Shri Shankaracharya in his commentary adds an extra dimension to
Sanjaya’s interjection. Since Shri Krishna had already declared the upcoming
death of the Kaurava army’s star warriors, Dhritraashtra could still have had
one last opportunity to end the war at this very moment. Without saying it
explicitly, Sanjaya asked: would he issue a command to stop the war now?
He used the word “crown” to imply that Arjuna’s coronation as the crown

prince of the kingdom was not too far away.

Unfortunately, Sanjaya’s plea fell on deaf ears. Dhritraashtra’s attachment to
his sons was so great that even a revelation from Ishvara himself could not
unsettle it. But even he knew that the fate of his sons was already sealed.
The downward spiral caused by attachment has been illustrated with several
examples in earlier chapters of the Gita. Perhaps this example of
Dhritraashtra is one of the most hard-hitting ones since attachment to family

is something that all of us identify with.

So then, what did Arjuna say to Shri Krishna? We shall see next.
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AT Gof: FEUL-IGJA & Hord- goersg Halg T AR Teh ¥l §H Ig q@ H A ©
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aE: AT F HETae H Fg AGTAS TR 5F F 3T o #fvH, G107 vaH FHol
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a3 Fafdae & 3av & g9 GHHAT T I FIfa FH F GO F
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HA 39T,
T FHAY T THIAT FIAHE TSI T |
wifa starfer feet gafra d awwafea o RguasEm

"arjuna uvaca,
sthane hrsike$a tava prakirtya,

jagat prahrsyaty anurajyate ca.. |
raksamsi bhitani diSo dravanti,

sarve namasyanti ca siddha-sanghah"..||
sTTaTe:

3o o T - § Ieadie 9oyl Ig 3T & & T W & A & hideT & gEqun
AR 37cded ¥ T 3T & 9fd 3WRerd 81 T & T 3l Taemra & wmof
3T & Y & HROT $ER- 3R #ET E ¢ 3R T Ay @V 319 & THAEHR
W 8l (38)

Meaning:
Arjuna said:

Rightly, O Hrisheekesha, the universe is elated and enamoured by your
glories. Demons run in all directions out of fear, and the hosts of siddhas

bow to you.
Explanation:

Having understood the workings of Ishvara’s universe, Arjuna is in third
stage of understanding that all are working under law of Karma. The whole
creation is working under set rule, and it cannot be changed or modify on
needs or wishes of any person. Arjuna responds with the powerful word

‘sthaane”, which means everything that is going on is right, everything is in



its place. "sthane", meaning “it is but apt.” It is but natural that the people of
a kingdom who accept the sovereignty of their king delight in glorifying him.
As we saw earlier, we tend to question Ishvara every time there is a
massive calamity, either at a personal level or at a global level. Or, we
sometimes ask Ishvara to let things be a certain way. But when we
understand that Ishvara is behind it all and is orchestrating events for the
benefit of the entire universe and not just a subset, we too, are compelled

to say “sthaane”, it is all right.

In fact, according to vedanta, only through Visva rapa appreciation, we can
go to nirgunam brahma. From ekaripa bhakthi, one has to necessarily come
to the Visva rapa appreciation, the universal law of karma; the law of
dharma- adharma. There is no question of skirting that and aham
brahmasmi; that story will not work; and even if you avoid that and come to
védanta and repeat Aham Brahmasmi, suddhosmi, buddhosmi, etc. you will

that on the lips aham brahmasmi is there; in the heart, fear will be there.

If you want to conquer fear; if you want to conquer insecurity, you have to
necessarily expand your mind; appreciate the totality; and see the laws of
the creation; not only the physical laws but also the moral laws, which
extent not only to the present janma, but which extends to the past janmas
and innumerable future janmas, and you should see that as an individual,

you cannot escape the law.

With this knowledge, we now know why people in our world are happy and
unhappy at the same time. Those who view the world through Ishvara, those
who have the vision of Ishvara, take delight in everything and hence they
are happy. But those who view the world through their ego- driven vision
fear Ishvara’s destructive process, and then become unhappy. Rakshasas or

demons run in fear, while siddhas or perfected beings salute Ishvara.



Furthermore, Arjuna understands a wonderful technique by which we can
gain immense dispassion towards the world. A child drops his attachment to
his toys when he becomes an adult and gets attached to something higher
than toys, like his career for instance. So when we develop a strong
attachment to Ishvara, when we are enamoured, “anurajjyate”, by lIshvara,
we automatically drop our worldly attachments. All we need to do is to direct

our senses to Hrisheekesha, the master of the senses.

This shloka and the upcoming ten shlokas are one of the most beautiful

prayers to Ishvara ever written.
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FEATTT o F AAHGICH INIH FEAVISTATIGHA |
Heled AU SIeaAaTd aHER TGHacaT I I

"kasmac ca te na nameran mahatman,
garlyase brahmano 'py adi- kartre.. |
ananta deves$a jagan- nivasa,

tvam aksararh sad- asat tat param yat"..| |

AT



g FEIcHAT I8 T ASSAA Ul AFTHR FIT o hY FAifch T & TEAT i oY
3c9es] A dll §, § 3eled! & careedl & Setd & 3l 39 3ifasmel, geed
HRUT & Hel HROT, AR AT & WA gl (3v)

Meaning:

And why should they not bow to you, O great one, most honourable and
ancient creator of even Brahmaa? You are infinite, O lord of lords, O abode
of the universe, you are imperishable, that which is beyond both the

manifest and unmanifest.
Explanation:

Arjuna continues his prayer to Ishvara’s cosmic form. Here, he justifies why
people who have preference for a particular deity were seen offering their
salutations to the cosmic form. Arjun uses the words kasmachcha tena,
meaning “why should they not.” Why shouldn’t all living beings offer their
humble respects to the Supreme Lord, when the entire creation emanates
from him, is sustained by him, and shall merge back into him? He says that
when we see someone superior in all respects to our deity, there is no

reason not to bow to that person.

Ishvara in his cosmic form is the original cause, the creator of Lord
Brahmaa. Therefore, Arjun specifically mentions that Shree Krishna is greater
than the secondary creator Brahma because Brahma is the senior most in
the wuniverse. All living beings are either Brahma’s progeny, or the
descendants of his progeny. However, Brahma himself was born from a
lotus that grew from the navel of Lord Vishnu, who is an expansion of
Shree Krishna. Thus, while Brahma is considered as the senior most
grandsire of the world, Shree Krishna is Brahma’s Grandsire. It is thus apt

that Brahma should bow to him.



So here Arjuna says, anyone who appreciates your glory as Visva rapa; the
totality; doing namaskara to you is very very natural and instinctive. Like
those scientists who discover more and more the uniqueness of glory of
creation. As Einstein said, the more | am studying the creation; | cannot but
surrender or appreciate the glory of Lord. In fact, more you see the totality;

vinayah; humility is very natural.
sahitya sarngita kala vihinah,
saksat pasuh puchcha vrisna hina |

trinnanna kadannah jivamanah, tat bhagadeyam paraman pasunam ||

The one who cannot appreciate literature and music which requires a
sensitive mind; That person is saksat pasuh; only difference is what; puchcha
vrisna hina; tails and horns are missing; and the only difference from the
cows is trinnanna kadannah; he lives without eating grass; what is that; tat
bhagadéyam paraman pasunam. In fact, pasus feel happy that one competitor
is less. So therefore, if | do not have music; it is not the music is absent; it

is that | do not have that faculty which can sense the music.

Now, Arjuna described Ishvara as “sadasattatparam”. What does that mean?
“Sat” in this context refers to the manifest world, things that we can perceive
with our mind and our senses. “Asat’” refers to the unmanifest world
comprising our subconscious desires or our vaasanas. In computer terms,
Sat is the hardware and asat is the software, the programming stored in
memory. Our behaviour is driven by the unmanifest programming of our

desires, just like a computer behaves according to its programming.

So, if we were to describe electricity, it would be beyond the hardware and
the software. Tiny electrical currents store the software in memory, and

powerful electrical currents create the hardware in a factory. Another



example we have come across is gold. Five grams of gold can make a
necklace, or a bangle, or a biscuit. When the necklace is manifest, all the
other shapes become unmanifest. But the gold transcends, it is beyond the
manifest and the unmanifest. In the same way, Ishvara transcends the

manifest and the unmanifest names and forms in this universe.
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cAATfeRT: qoW: WAy faeaer w faumes |
I 9T T W T U7 G971 dd faeadsteawy |

"tvam adi-devah purusah puranas,

tvam asya viSvasya param nidhanam..|



vettasi vedyam ca param ca dhama,

tvaya tatam visvam ananta-riipa"..||

ATy

MY 3MMME ST Telldel 929 §, 39 3§ HAR & WA A §, 39 S A9 §
AT 39 & Sfedel dTel §, 39 & WA o1H § 3R 3T & & anT IJg AR Heled
AT 7 eared g1 (3¢)

Meaning:

You are the primal lord, the ancient person. This universe is your supreme
abode. You are the knower, the knowable and the supreme abode. By you

is this universe pervaded, O one with infinite forms.
Explanation:

Arjun addresses Shree Krishna as the original Divine Person, the cause of
all causes. Previously his namaskara was a mere mechanical act, because
we have been taught to do namaskara in front of the Lord right from the
childhood and since we have mechanically practised it; it is only a physical
exercise; but for an enlightened person; every namaskara is a very very
significant inner expression of his attitude. The Lord represents the law of
karma; and my namaskara represents; | will never question the law of karma

and that unquestioned acceptance is indicated by a physical action.

Every object and every personality has a cause, or a source, from which it
came into being. Arjuna’s understanding of Ishvara becomes clearer and
clearer as this chapter unfolds. He acknowledges Ishvara’s creative power by
addressing him as “aadideva”, the primal or first lord, the one who created
Brahmaa, the creator. He also acknowledges that Ishvara has the power to
create “anantaroopam”, an infinite number of forms, which is what we

experience as “vishwam”, this magnificent universe. The first name of



Ishvara in the Vishnu Sahasranama, the thousand names of Vishnu, is

vishwam.
Even Brahma prays to him:

isShwarah paramah krishanah sachchidananda vigrahah; anadiradi govindah

sarva karana karanam (Brahma Samhita 5.1)[v12]

“Shree Krishna is the original form of the Supreme Lord. His personality
is full of knowledge and Bliss. He is the origin of all, but he is without

origin. He is the cause of all causes.”

Ishvara has not created the universe and stepped aside from it. He dwells
in it as the ancient “purusha” or person, just like we dwell as the person in
our body, the “city of nine gates” from the fifth chapter. Also, Ishvara is not
located in just one specific area or corner of this universe. He is present
everywhere. He is the “tatam” in the phrase “yenam sarvam idam tatam”
from the second chapter. He pervades this entire creation, just like water

pervades all ocean waves.

We know that even an inert object like a TV screen can conjure up an
infinite number of names and forms. But Ishvara is far from inert. He is of
the nature of awareness, of knowledge. He is the knower of everything that
is to be known, all the forms that he has created. And when all these forms
are dissolved, they end up in him, the final resting place, the “parama

dhaama” or supreme abode.
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AT FAdTor: s yadfated RawERd |
AT AAFAST] HgUFed: Taed AR A Faed |



'vayur yamo 'gnir varunah $asankabh,
prajapatis tvar prapitamahas ca..|
namo namas te 'stu sahasra-krtvah,

punas$ ca bhiiyo 'pi namo namas te"..| |

ATy

39 arg, IA, A, TXOT, TogaAl dur Tl wrofat & far sear s g 3R 3m9 &
SEAT & Oar off §, 3UR TEIR AATRR! TR §oIRI IR AHATPR! THEHR
gl T 81 3Tl IR-SR FATHR! FAT g1 (3%)

Meaning:

You are Vayu, Yama, Agni, Varuna, Shashaanka, Prajaapati and
Prapitaamaha. Salutations to you a thousand times. Salutations to you, again

and again.
Explanation:

Arjuna understood that the source of nature’s power was none other than
Ishvara. He saw Ishvara in all the primal forces of nature and listed their
presiding deities: Vayu, the lord of wind who sustains all living beings.
Yama, the lord of death who ensures justice for everyone. Agni, the lord of
fire who provides energy to all beings. Varuna, the lord of life-giving water.

Shashaanka, the moon, who nourishes all plants and herbs.

How could Ishvara manifest as all these deities? Because Ishvara functions
as Prajaapati, also known as Lord Brahmaa, creator of the universe who
brought all the deities into existence. Vedic texts refer to Brahmaa as
Hiranyagarbha, the golden womb that brought forth the universe. But Ishvara
existed even before Brahmaa was created, he is the Prapitaamaha, the

great- grandfather, the original person.

You should know the logic behind it also; what is the logic; in the seventh

chapter itself Krishna has introduced that Bhagavan is the karanam; and the



whole creation is the karyam; and we know the fundamental law that the
karanam alone appears in the form of manifold karyam. Cause alone with
different names and forms appears as various effects; just as one gold
alone with different namas and rapas appears as different forms of
ornaments. There are no ornaments separate from gold; there are no
furniture separate from wood; there are no waves and oceans separate from
water; generalising, there are no products separate from cause. And the
cause being God; there are no creations other than God. Therefore God
alone is in the form of akasa, Agni, vayuh, apah, that logic you should

remember. It is given in one particular section of Brahma satra.

So this logic is a powerful adikaranam; tat ananyatvam arambha
sabdadibhyah. It is called arambhanadi karana nyaya. So what is the logic;
Effects do not exist separate from cause. Or to put in another language;

cause alone appears as manifold effects.

Hence, in this verse, Arjun says that Shree Krishna is also Vayu, Yamrjj,
Agni, Varun, Chandra, and Brahma. Similarly, the celestial gods have their
distinct personalities and unique set of duties to discharge in the
administration of the world. However, the same one God sitting in all of

them manifests the special powers they possess.

When we are humbled, when we come in the presence of someone who is
infinitely more capable than we are, we could have one of two reactions. If
we have no respect for that person, we could harbour feelings of resentment
and anger. But in this case, Arjuna was humbled by Ishvara for whom he
had the utmost reverence. Knowing that the source of the universe was on
his side, all he could do was repeatedly prostrate and offer his salutations.
Knowing that it was Ishvara who was doing his work all along, Arjuna’s

completely surrendered his pride.
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aH: REARY SoaEd ARISE] o FoT TF F|
FAradfAdRwATEad TATN darsf@ ad:|

"namah purastad atha prsthatas te,

namo 'stu te sarvata eva sarva.. |
ananta-viryamita-vikramas tvam,

sarvarn samapnosi tato 'si sarvah"..||

Tare:

g 3RNA ARFTAEA! H 3T A I3, NS T AR @ 3R @ & AAEHR FAT §
FIfh 3T & TF FS &, 39 Ieded WA & T g, 3T & § FATT TIR
SaTed §, 37T 39 & 6 F gl (¥o)

Meaning:

Salutations to you from before and behind. Indeed, let there be salutations
to you everywhere, O one with infinite power, O one with infinite valour. You

pervade all, therefore you are everything.

Explanation:



Arjuna, wielder of Lord Shiva’s Gaandiva bow, was universally regarded as
one of the foremost archers of his time. So far, he thought that it was his
might and power that was defeating the Kauravas. But now, after beholding
the cosmic form, his pride had dropped completely. In this shloka, he
acknowledged that his power and valour came from Ishvara, and that he

was only the “nimitta”, the instrument for channelling that power.

Now, we have seen ten chapters of the Gita. Each chapter is called a
‘yoga”, because it takes us higher and higher in our spiritual journey if we
can understand and implement its teaching. In the previous chapter, Shri
Krishna wanted Arjuna to see the one Ishvara in all beings, to see unity in
diversity. In this chapter, he wanted Arjuna to see all beings in that one
Ishvara, to see diversity ultimately subsumed into unity. Shri Krishna’s goal
was fulfiled when Arjuna realized the truth expounded in the Upanishads,
declaring here that Ishvara pervades everything, and that he ultimately is

everything.

So, when he recognized Ishwara as the infinite source of all power and
valour, and in fact, the ultimate source and cause of everything, Arjuna
could not help but repeatedly offer salutations to that cosmic form. But as
we saw earlier, he had lost all notions of space and direction. He did not
know what was north or south, or what was up or down. So giddy was his
state of mind that he wanted to offer salutations to Ishvara from the front,

back and all directions.

Offering our salutations to Ishvara, also known as "vandanam", is considered
one of nine methods of worship. Shree Ramdas Samartha has devoted an
entire section of the Dasbodh to describe the glories of vandanam. He
considers it one of the simplest and most effective tools to connect with

Ishvara. By its very nature, offering salutations or bowing to someone



automatically eliminates our ahankaara, our ego, the primary obstacle to

connecting with Ishvara.

Arjun continues with his glorification of Shree Krishna by declaring him as
ananta-virya (possessing infinite strength) and ananta-vikramah
(immeasurably powerful). Having understood the purpose of the cosmic form,

Arjuna began to ask for Shri Krishna's forgiveness next.
Footnotes

1. Vandanam is elaborated in the fifth section of the fourth chapter of the

Dasbodh.
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q@fY #car gAs IgFd § FUT ¢ Aea § w@fA|
ST ATGAT TACHIAT TAGIHUAT aifyiige ||

TeaTaE A HAF s ReRrsaraasisay|
THISYATTYd THHEIARTIHAY AHGATAITA, 11831 |



"sakheti matva prasabham yad uktam,

he krsna he yadava he sakheti..|
ajanata mahimanam tavedam,

maya pramadat pranayena vapi"..1141]|

"yac cavahasartham asat-krto 'si,
vihara-Sayyasana-bhojanesu.. |
eko 'tha vapy acyuta tat-samaksam,

tat ksamaye tvam aham aprameyam"..[1421|

ATy

39 Y 39T f8T A # goqdeh AT HT g FI, § Alea! § TG TH YR
3Ma T ARAT @ S 9= FEAE A 9HGYT S FS FET €, & Mg T ALT
EUI-HSTh H IRA d gV, Hd §T, Jod §U A ISl FI U, HoT el H
ar FHlr B F F@HA Hod g S A [Rar § 39 @l et & o A
&THT AT €1 (¥2-9R)

Meaning:

Thinking of you as a friend, | addressed you rashly as O Krishna, O
Yaadava, O friend. Not knowing your greatness, | said it in this manner out
of carelessness or also out of affection. Whatever insults were said to you
in jest, while resting, sleeping, sitting, dining, O resolute one, while in
solitude or in front of others, for all that, | ask your forgiveness, O

immeasureable one.
Explanation:

Arjuna and Shri Krishna were childhood friends. Growing up together, Arjuna
never realized the divine nature of Shri Krishna’s birth. He had treated him
as he would treat any other friend of his. Now, having understood his divine
nature having viewed the cosmic form, he wanted to acknowledge his ill-

treatment of Shri Krishna, and beg for forgiveness for all the times he had



acted imprudently. After all he was Arjuna, whose name meant “one who is

extremely straight- forward”.

In Arjuna’s time, just like in the present time, insults with respect to people’s
skin colour or caste were quite popular. Arjuna recounts his insults to Shri
Krishna where he used to call him dark- skinned, refer to his caste, or call
him a friend instead of a more respectable title. And like any of us, his
intellect knew that insulting anyone was not the right thing to do, but he did
it anyway. Knowing this well, Arjuna owned up to his ignorance,

carelessness and rash behaviour.

But Arjuna also gave another side of the story. Although he did insult Shri
Krishna out of carelessness in some instances, there were other instances
when he did it out of sheer affection for his friend. When there is affection
from both sides between friends, it is totally acceptable to insult each other.
Arjuna was going to ask for forgiveness very soon, and hoped that Shri

Krishna would keep this side of the story in his mind.

Throughout the Gita, Shri Krishna repeatedly emphasized the importance of
maintaining an attitude of equanimity, of sameness, to objects, situations and
people that we encounter. He used phrases like “do not view a brahmin
different that an outcaste”, “view gold and clay as the same”, “one who
views friends, enemies and well-wishers with the same vision is superior”.
But when Arjuna examined his past treatment of Krishna, he found that he

did not live up to that standard.

Now that he had received the knowledge of equanimity from Shri Krishna,
Arjuna wanted to confess his misbehaviour and ask for forgiveness from Shri
Krishna. He acknowledged that his behaviour was purely driven by ignorance
and jest. It is said in the Mahaabhaarata that Arjuna was fond of pulling

pranks on Shri Krishna during their childhood days. He once pulled a chair



on which Shri Krishna was about to sit. He wanted to reassure Shri Krishna

that in all those pranks, he meant no malice whatsoever.

As he implored for forgiveness, Arjuna addressed Shri Krishna as “achyuta”,
one who never falls from his position, asserting that Shri Krishna’s conduct
was beyond reproach, that he practised what he preached. He also
addressed him as “aprameyam”, one who is so infinite that he cannot be
measured. Forgiveness can only come from one who has a large heart.
Confessing his wrongdoings to Shri Krishna enabled Arjuna to start with a

clean slate and begin to follow his teachings.
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Meaning:

You are the father of this universe, of all that is moving and non-moving.
You are most worthy of worship, and the greatest teacher among teachers.
There is none like you. How could anyone be superior than you in all the

three worlds, O one of immeasurable impact?
Explanation:

Arjuna describes the characteristics of an ideal parent in this shloka. Who is
an ideal parent? Any parent should obviously provide physical and emotional
nourishment to their children. But ideal parents also become the greatest
gurus, the greatest teachers, for their children. Only when parents teach the
right knowledge and values do they become worthy of being worshipped by
their children. Symbolically speaking, Ishvara is the ideal parent because he
is the ultimate cause of this universe that is made up of sentient and

insentient objects.

The first spiritual master was the creator Brahma, who passed on the
knowledge to his disciple, and so on. However, Brahma received the Vedic
knowledge from Shree Krishna. The Shrimad Bhagavatam (1.1.1) states:
tene brahma hridaya adi kavaye [v20] “Shree Krishna imparted Vedic
knowledge into the heart of the first-born Brahma.” Thus, he is the

supreme spiritual master.

The Shwetashvatar Upanishad states: na tatsamashchabhyadhikash cha
drishyate (6.8)[v21] “Nobody is equal to God, nor is anyone superior to

him.”



Arjuna also refers to Ishvara as the ultimate overlord of the three worlds.
Traditionally, we think of these three worlds as referring to heaven , hell and
earth. Another meaning of the three worlds is the three states in which we
exist. In the day, we exist in the waking state where our intellect, our faculty
of logic and reason is active. In the night, we go into our dream state,
where our intellect is shut off but our mind creates whole new dream
worlds. We then go into a state of deep sleep, where neither the mind nor

the intellect functions.
Bhagavan creates the world; stage one.

Stage two is Bhagavan himself becomes as the world; therefore, the world is

world Bhagavan himself; this is the next stage.

And the last stage is Bhagavan appears as the world without undergoing

change.

First stage is called nimitha karana I$varah or ekaripa I$varah; the second
stage is called upadana karana I$varah or aneékarupa I$varah; the third stage

is called vivartha upadana I$varah or arapa I$varah.

Though we keep going through all three states daily, the sense that “l exist”
is common. The Mandukya Upanishad uses this analysis to reveal the
nature of the eternal essence. In this shloka, Arjuna asserts that Ishvara is
with us as the “I am” principle in all of these three states of waking, dream
and deep sleep. To this great being, Arjuna surrenders his ego by declaring

that there is nothing else in the entire universe like Ishvara.
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Meaning:

Therefore, prostrating my body, bowing down, | beg you to be pleased, O
Ishvara, worthy of worship. Like a father tolerates his son, a friend his

friend, a lover his beloved, so should you tolerate (me), O Lord.
Explanation:

This shloka evokes an illustration fro fcm The Mundaka Upanishad of two
birds sitting on the branch of a tree. The two birds are friends. One bird,
symbolizing the human condition, is completely engrossed in enjoying the
fruit of the tree. This bird doesn’t realize that it has developed an
attachment to the fruit, and that the fruit will eventually become the cause of
its sorrow. Similarly, we do not realize that the more we get stuck in
objects, the more the objects get stuck to us. The Gita has repeatedly

pointed out this theme.

Now, the second bird on that branch symbolizes the Ishvara principle. It
does not get attached to the fruit, it simply watches the show as a passive
onlooker. The first bird is so engrossed in its sense enjoyments that it never
pays attention to the second bird. Like Arjuna, and like all of us, the first
bird is stuck in the delusion of the material world. The moment the first bird
stops its indulgence and looks at the second bird, its bondage is snapped.
Without the help of this Ishvara principle, we cannot extricate ourselves from
the pull of the senses. For most of us, this Ishvara principle is our teacher,

our guru.

No government officer has the privilege to joke with the President of a
country. Yet, the President’s personal friend, teases him, jests with him, and

even scolds him. The President does not mind, rather he values that jest of



an intimate friend more than all the respect he receives from his subordinate
officers. Thousands of people salute an army general, but they are not as
dear to his heart as his wife, who sits intimately by his side. Similarly,
Arjun’s intimate dealings with Shree Krishna were not transgressions; they
were gestures of the depth of his loving devotion in the sentiment of being
a friend. Yet, a devotee is by nature humble, and so, out of humility, he
feels that he may have committed transgressions, and hence he is asking

for forgiveness.

So, through this shloka, we are instructed to completely surrender ourselves
in prostration to that Ishvara principle. When Arjuna undertook a
“saashtaanga namaskaara”, a total surrender of his body through prostration,
he referred to SHri Krishna as his friend, recalling the illustration of the two
birds who were friends. Arjuna asked for a father's forgiveness, a friend’s
forgiveness, and the beloved’s forgiveness - three categories of forgiveness

since he wanted all of these from Shri Krishna.
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Meaning:

Seeing you form that was never seen before, | am overjoyed and (yet)
fearful, my mind is disturbed. Show me that divine form. Be pleased, O Lord

of lords, O abode of the universe.
Explanation:

Fear is one of our most primal emotions. At some point or the other in our
lives, we have encountered fear of losing our job, losing a loved one, fear
of an angry confrontation, stage fright and so on. But we can boil all kinds
of fear down to three things. First, the fear of losing something that is
‘ours”. This is the fear of losing our life, our job, our loved ones and so on.
Next is the fear of loss of knowledge or being duped. Third is the fear of
losing joy and happiness, fear of sorrow in other words. We can sum it up
in this manner. we are afraid of losing our existence, knowledge and

happiness.



Bhayam is more dominant; it is only because divya caksuh is an artificial
onso,given by Bhagavan; Divya caksuh should be claimed by us by our own
sadana; so by sufficient karma yoga sadhana raga dvesas; ahamkara
mamakaras comes down; that mind has got naturally developed divya caksu;
And when we have got naturally developed divya caksuh; Visva rapa will not
be frightening; but in the case of Arjuna; it is artificially given; and therefore

Arjuna is not able to totally enjoy.

However, if we recall the teaching of the Gita so far, especially from the
second chapter, we know that our true nature is the aatmaa, the eternal
essence which is infinite existence, knowledge, and happiness. So then, the
cause of fear is the ego, the delusion that we are not the eternal essence.
There is no scope for fear when we know our true nature as the infinite
eternal essence. But if we assume that “I| am the body”, then all the
problems and fears of the body such as disease, old age, death etc become
our problems. The fear of death, which is actually the fear of losing the

existence of the body, becomes our fear.

So then, why did Arjuna fear Shri Krishna’s cosmic form? For a moment,
Arjuna’s ego had vanished when he considered himself part and parcel of
the cosmic form. When his ego came back, it brought with it all the
incorrect associations with the body, mind and so on. Arjuna then saw the
cosmic form as something outside of himself, something that could destroy

him.

There are two kinds of bhakti — aiShwarya bhakti and madhurya bhakti.
Aishwarya bhakti is that where the devotee is motivated to engage in
devotion by contemplating upon the almighty aspect of God. The dominant
sentiment in aishwarya bhakti is of awe and reverence. In such devotion, the
feeling of remoteness from God and the need for maintaining propriety of

conduct is always perceived. Examples of aishwarya bhakti are the residents



of Dwaraka and the residents of Ayodhya, who worshipped Shree Krishna
and Lord Ram respectively as their kings. Ordinary citizens are highly
respectful and obedient toward their king, although they never feel intimate

with him.

Madhurya bhakti is that where the devotee feels an intimate personal
relationship with God. The dominant sentiment in such devotion is “Shree
Krishna is mine and | am his.” Examples of madhurya bhakti are the
cowherd boys of Vrindavan who loved Krishna as their friend, Yashoda and
Nand baba, who loved Krishna as their child, and the gopis who loved him

as their beloved. Madhurya bhakti is infinitely sweeter than aishwarya bhakti.

Hence, Jagadguru Shree Kripaluji Maharaj states: sabai sarasa rasa
dwarika, mathura aru braja mahifi; madhura, madhuratara, madhuratama,
rasa brajarasa sama nahifi (Bhakti Shatak verse 70)[v22] “The divine bliss
of God is immensely sweet in all his forms. Yet, there is a gradation in
it-the bliss of his Dwaraka pastimes is sweet, the bliss of his Mathura

pastimes is sweeter, and the bliss of his Braj pastimes is the sweetest.”

In Madhurya bhakti, forgetting the almightiness of God, devotees establish

four kinds of relationships with Shree Krishna:

Dasya bhav—Shree Krishna is our Master, and | am his servant. The
devotion of Shree Krishna’s personal servants, such as Raktak, Patrak, etc.
was in dasya bhav. The sentiment that God is our Father or Mother is a

variation of dasya bhav and is included in it.

Sakhya bhav—Shree Krishna is our Friend, and | am his intimate companion.
The devotion of the cowherd boys of Vrindavan, such as Shreedama,

Madhumangal, Dhansukh, Mansukh, etc. was in sakhya bhav.



Vatsalya bhav—Shree Krishna is our Child, and | am his parent. The

devotion of Yashoda and Nand baba was in vatsalya bhav.

Madhurya bhav-Shree Krishna is our Beloved and | am his lover. The

devotion of the gopis of Vrindavan was in madhurya bhav.

Arjun is a sakhya bhav devotee and relishes a fraternal relationship with the
Lord. On seeing the universal form of God, Arjun experienced tremendous
awe and reverence, and yet he longed for the sweetness of sakhya bhav
that he was used to savoring. Hence, he prays to Shree Krishna to hide the

almighty form that he is now seeing and again show his human form.
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frifes aifeet areeaffes @ avgag ada |
dela ToT TpiSiHEaeTer o9 feaed |

"kiritinam gadinam cakra- hastam
icchami,

tvam drastum aham tathaiva.. |
tenaiva riipena catur- bhujena,

sahasra-baho bhava visva-murte"..| |

TaTe:

¢ gt oMt arer faRte T s #F E AFC URT R gw AR gt o
AW, Th, IeT IR TeH AU & FT gl AT AT §, FUT Feh I TS &
H goe &8l (8)

Meaning:

Wearing a crown, holding a mace, disc in hand, in that four-armed form do
| wish to see you. O one with infinite arms, be that very form, O universal

form.
Explanation:

So, Arjuna concludes his prayer. That is the third stage of appreciation,
No.1 Ascharyam; No.2 bhayam; No.3 bhakthi. The third stage of bhakthi
expression is being concluded here; with Arjuna's request to the Lord to get

back to his own ekaripa.

Arjun is not attracted by the infinite opulence’s and is not interested in doing
aishwarya bhakti of God Almighty. Rather, he prefers seeing that Almighty
Lord in the human form, so that he can relate to him as before, like a
friend. Addressing Lord Krishna as sahasra- baho, meaning “thousand-
armed one,” Arjuna is now specifically requesting to see the chatur- bhuyj

rap, or four- armed form of Lord Krishna.



In the four- armed form, Shree Krishna appeared before Arjun on another
occasion as well. When Arjun tied Ashwatthama, the killer of the five sons
of Draupadi and brought him before her, at that time Shree Krishna revealed

himself in his four- armed form.

nisShamya bhima- gaditarh draupadyash cha chatur- bhujah; alokya

vadanarh sakhyur idam aha hasanniva (Shrimad Bhagavatam 1.7.52)[v23]

“The four- armed Shree Krishna heard the statements of Bheem, Draupadi,
and others. Then he looked toward his dear friend Arjun and began smiling.”
By requesting Shree Krishna to manifest in his four- armed form, Arjun is
also confirming that the four- armed form of the Lord is non- different from

his two- armed form.

We need to dig deeper into the symbolic aspect of the number four to
understand this request properly. The number four has a deep significance
in the scriptures, since it represents the four Vedas, the four Varnas or
classes, the four aashramas or stages, and the four purushaarthaas or aims

of life. As an example, let us explore the four aashramas.

A person is supposed to pass through four aashramas or stages during their
life. They begin life under the instruction of a guru or teacher, with the sole
aim of seeking knowledge. This stage is called brahmacharya. After
graduating from their school, they then lead the life of a householder in the
grihastha stage. When that is fulfilled, they enter into a stage where they
begin to gradually renounce all material attachments. This is known as
vaanaprastha. After complete renunciation, a person’s life culminates in the

sanyaasa stage where their sole aim is spiritual pursuits.

In this manner, we can uncover the significance behind several aspects of
the number four. But what Arjuna really meant to convey to Shri Krishna
was a request to assume the form that his admirers and devotees loved the

most, the form that was the object of their meditation. This was Shri



Krishna’s form as Lord Naaraayana, which was the embodiment of peace
and serenity, and a polar opposite of his rudra or terrible form that Arjuna

wanted to go away.
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Il shergsraracaiar Il 11.471

Asrararear,
AT GHeoe ddTofiesd W ERIAATCHINT |
AT FRFHATAACIIA TTGeAT o TSeYas |

"$ri-bhagavan uvaca,

maya prasannena tavarjunedam,

riipam param darsSitam atma-yogat.. |
tejo-mayam viSvam anantam adyam yan me,

tvad anyena na drsta-piirvam"..| |

ATaTe:

A ST A HET - § ! A Yool Bl AT IHoaan AfFd & Mg F
39T e faeawy @ &, A 37 dolHAY, 3eded [a2a%d &l X JAfaRad 3=
forelT & ganrT ugel FT Er /T AT Bl (¥6)

Meaning:
Shree Bhagavaan said:

Being pleased, | have shown this supreme form to you, O Arjuna, with my
power. My form is luminous, universal, infinite and primal, which no one

except you has seen before.
Explanation:

Previously, Shri Krishna had displayed his “soumya roopa”, the pleasant
cosmic form, which was replaced by his “raudra roopa” his terror- inspiring
form. Arjuna was extremely frightened when he saw it. Later, he
acknowledged that he could not see it anymore and begged Shri Krishna to

stop showing it.

Shree Krishna bestowed this divine vision upon Arjun with the help of his
Yogmaya energy. This is the divine all- powerful energy of God. He has

referred to it in many places, such as verses 4.6 and 7.25. It is by virtue of



this Yogmaya energy that God is kartumakartum anyatha karatum samarthah
‘He can do the possible, the impossible, and the contradictory at the same
time.” This divine power of God also manifests in the personal form and is
worshipped in the Hindu tradition as the Divine Mother of the universe, in

the form of Radha, Durga, Lakshmi, Kali, Sita, Parvati, etc.

Maya is called Yogahh because it is an assembly of thrigunas; satva rajas
tamas gunanam samyojane Yogah $abda ucyate; And therefore, Yogah means
and this maya represents Bhagavan's Maya $akti and word Atma is reflexive
pronoun and not satcidanda atma; cidananda atma; atma means My own

Yogah s$akti; My own Maya sakti | used for showing the Visva rapa.

In this shloka, Shri Krishna reassured Arjuna that there was no intent to
scare Arjuna through the fearful form. It was only out of his compassion that
the fearful cosmic form, a result of Ishvara’s power of maaya, was

displayed.

Like Arjuna, we may also want to know why this terrible form was displayed.
From a practical standpoint, it is an illustrative reminder to view creation and
destruction with equanimity in our lives. Most of us tend to get attached to
pleasant and favourable circumstances and reject or run away from
unpleasant circumstances. Ishvara’s universal form has room for both and
gives equal validity to both these aspects. Through this form. Shri Krishna
wants us to view the same Ishvara in all aspects of life, pleasant and

unpleasant.

Furthermore, Shri Krishna wanted to again caution us against objectifying
this universal form, in other words, to think of ourselves as unique and
distinct from it. We are part and parcel of that universal form; it is not
outside us. To drive home this point, he summarizes the key aspects of this
form. It is full of luster (tejomaya), it is that which is all pervading

(vishwam), it is infinite (anantam), it is primal and beginningless (aadyam).



He also points out the exclusivity of this form to Arjuna, which is elaborated

in the next shloka.
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AT §, A 30 faRawy & O IFARFd 307 e & garr g sl =81 g
IAT §l (8C)

Meaning:



Not through Vedic studies, rituals, charity, actions nor severe penance can |
be seen in this form in the human world by anyone than yourself, O

foremost of the Kurus.
Explanation:

Shree Krishna declares that no amount of self- effort— the study of the
Vedic texts, performance of ritualistic ceremonies, undertaking of severe
austerities, abstinence from food, or generous acts of charity— is sufficient to
bestow a vision of the cosmic form of God. This is only possible by his

divine grace. This has been repeatedly stated in the Vedas as well:
tasya no hrasva tasya no dhehi (Yajur Veda)[v24]

“Without being anointed in the nectar of the grace of the Supreme Lord,

nobody can see him.”

Shri Krishna taught the Gita to Arjuna during a time when most people
confused the means with the end with regards to all things spiritual. We see
this during our lifetime in the present day. To understand this, let us look at
our pre- sleep rituals. We make the bed, we turn off the light, we lie down
and close our eyes. Some of us read a book or listen to music afterwards.
We know, however, that these are mere aids to encouraging sleep. If our

body isn’t ready to sleep, none of these aids will work.

Similarly, Shri Krishna says that moksha or liberation cannot be attained
simply by studying the scriptures, or by performing elaborate rituals, charity
or severe penance. All these prescriptions are helpful in purifying our mind,
in purging it of selfishness and individuality. When our mind is immaculate
through the disciplined observance of these prescriptions, it becomes fit to
receive knowledge about the eternal essence through a qualified teacher.
That is the only way by which we will realize the true nature of Ishvara and

the eternal essence.



In most cases, we see people ardently take up different techniques of
worship, penance, study and so on, but tend to get so attached to those
techniques that they lose sight of the real goal which is liberation. They go
so far as to claim the efficacy of one technique versus the other. Also, the
eternal essence is our true nature and beyond the realm of action, as we
saw in the second chapter. Nothing eternal can arise from action, as action
always creates impermanent effects. Nothing that we create, or that nature
has created, is eternal. Even the earth that outlives all of us will one day be
destroyed. Therefore, Shri Krishna congratulates Arjuna by reminding him
that it was only due to compassion that Arjuna could behold the universal

form.
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H ST (¥R)

Meaning:

Do not be disturbed, and do not be deluded on seeing that, my frightful
form. Be fearless, with a pleasant mind, behold again this very form of

mine.
Explanation:

Knowing fully well that Arjuna’s mind could not deal with the fear- inducing
cosmic form, Shri Krishna asked Arjuna to not worry, and to remove all

traces of fear. He reassured him that it was his friend, charioteer, and



companion all along, not some other person. Nothing had changed. He used
the word “prapashya” meaning “behold”, urging Arjuna not to look away, that
the familiar form of Shri Krishna was on its way. Shree Krishna continues to
pacify Arjun should feel privileged to be blessed with a vision of the cosmic
form. Further, he tells Arjun to behold his personal form again and shed his

fear.

Unlike Arjuna, we have not seen the grand sweep and scale of the cosmic
form. But our daily life is part of that very universe, so whatever Shri
Krishna says to Arjuna is also applicable to us. The terrors, the destructive
forces in the universe usually create fear and agitation in our minds. Shri
Krishna urges all of us to go about our lives with a fearless attitude and a
pleasant mind, because he is present in everything. Only when we forget

this fact will we create fear and agitation.

So here Krishna says Arjuna if you are not ready for Visva rapa darsanam; |
do not want to impose that upon you. This is the most unique aspect of our
vedic teaching; we never impose anything upon a seeker; there are many
people who are very clear that they do not want moksa; because either they
have not understood moksa or frightened of moksa; because moksa is
defined as advaitam; advaitam means if | stay alone; what should | do? |
would like to have people around; that is only nice; even though some
pidungal problem is there; it is nice to have people around; and moksa
means | should be free from all these things; | do not want freedom; even if
there were problems | would like to be amongst people. So therefore,
remember appreciating the value of moksa itself requires a tremendous
maturity; and therefore, Véda says if you do not feel or appreciate the value
of moksa; you need not work for moksa; you work for arta; you work for

kama; fulfil your desires.



Only one condition is following dharma. And whatever you get legitimately,
take it as Bhagavan's gift. That is the only sadana we request you to
practice; you need not study upanisad; follow only karma kanda; you follow
only karma Yogah by which we mean fulfil your desires legitimately and take
whatever you get as I$vara prasada. Start there, it will lead you up to

Moksa.

Ultimately, the root of all sorrow and fear is delusion, the confusion between
right and wrong knowledge. In Arjuna’s case, it was the delusion created by
attachment to his relatives. In our case, it is our attachment to our body, to
our possessions, to our family, our job, our position, the list goes on and
on. Shri Krishna says “‘maa vimoodhabhaavaha”, he urges all of us to cast
our state of delusion away, and learn to see Ishvara in everything, and

everything in Ishvara.

In fact, Krishna himself is going to tell this beautifully in the next chapter.
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T X st 3ol & O Smm (9o)

Meaning:
Sanjaya said:

Then, having said this to Arjuna, Vaasudeva showed his form, and again

assuming his pleasant form, reassured the scared one.
Explanation:

The eighth chapter in the tenth canto (book) of the Srimad Bhaagavatam
describes the ceremony where the sage Garga, in the village of Gokula,
gave Shri Krishna the name “Vaasudeva” to indicate that he was the son of
Vasudeva. This ceremony was conducted in a low- key manner so as not to
arouse the suspicion of the king Kansa, who had vowed to finish the
progeny of Vasudeva. Vaasudeva also means “one who pervades the

universe”.

Shree Krishna hid the vision of his cosmic form, and manifested before
Arjun in his four-armed form, which is adorned with a golden diadem, disc,
mace, and lotus flower. It is the repository of all divine opulences such as
majesty, omniscience, omnipotence, etc. The four-armed form of Shree
Krishna evokes the sentiment of awe and reverence, much like the
sentiments of the citizens of a kingdom toward their king. However, Arjun
was a sakha (friend) of Shree Krishna, and devotion dominated by the
sentiment of awe and reverence would never satisfy him. He had played

with Shree Krishna, eaten with him, confided his private secrets to him, and



shared loving personal moments with him. Such blissful devotion of sakhya
bhav (devotion where God is seen as a personal friend) is infinitely sweeter
than aishwarya bhakti (devotion where God is revered as the distant and
almighty Lord). Hence, to conform to Arjun’s sentiment of devotion, Shree
Krishna finally hid even his four-armed form, and transformed into his

original two-armed form.

Once in the forest of Vrindavan, Shree Krishna was engaging in loving
pastimes with the gopis, when he suddenly disappeared from their midst.
The gopis prayed for him to come back. Hearing their supplications, he
manifested again, but in his four-armed form. The gopis thought him to be
the Supreme Lord Vishnu, and accordingly they paid their obeisance. But
they moved on, not being attracted to spend any further time with him. They
had been habituated to seeing the Supreme Lord Shree Krishna as their
soul-beloved, and this form of his as Lord Vishnu held no attraction for
them. However, Radharani came onto the scene, and upon seeing her,
Shree Krishna became overwhelmed in love for her, and could no longer
maintain his four-armed form. His two arms automatically disappeared, and
he resumed his two-armed form. In this verse too, Shree Krishna returned to

his most attractive two-armed form.

In this shloka, Sanjaya introduced himself in the commentary to indicate that
Shri Krishna ended the fearful cosmic form, then assumed his four-armed
form, and then the pleasant two armed form that Arjuna knew and loved.
Shri Krishna held a whip in one hand and the reins of the chariot in
another. Just like a father scolds his children and immediately pacifies them,
he pacified Arjuna and ensured that his state of mind returned to normal.
This is reflected in the next shloka where the chanting meter also reverts to

the “anushtubh chandha”, the default meter for chanting the Gita.
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forer & drar & g g Shae came & fod 3w, Sor sitwfar 3iv @l awqe
ol &l g8 3§ W 30T & fhE YR FX Hehd &1 gAY T HeT wifew, fora
W 3 H §F e, Yause H 9T Al IR ug =@, g g o emead
SIS T O ufe & wrele Y RiAT & AR @l B B et 3
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3T oY 4 A A &S IR AT H of B AACUA o HeIsF Hl B forar g1 @l
9 30 AT A T Ay Fa & & Bl Th gEy @ T AR @y # @ B
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IS 39T

TSCAG ALY W a9 W Samee |
FCHIARA HgT: Faan: IHfd I |

"arjuna uvaca,
drstvedam manusam ripam,



tava saumyam janardana.. |
idanim asmi samvrttah,

sa-cetah prakrtim gatah"..[|

ATy

IS F HET - § TG HTH $H Hedod FoaX FATST T &I q@H 39 7 R
forer g1 o § 3R 3ol wamenfas Reufa s gred gt g1 (9¢)

Meaning:
Arjuna said:

Seeing this, your pleasant human form, O Janaardana, | have now regained

my composure, and attained my true nature.
Explanation:

The pleasing form of Shri Krishna is glorified in the Srimad Bhaagavatam
repeatedly. The cowherdesses of Vrindaavan known as the gopis, elaborately
praise this form in the tenth canto of the Bhaagavatam. They say: “Your
beauty makes all three worlds auspicious. Even the cows, birds, trees and
deer are enthralled when they see your beautiful form.” Arjuna, seeing the
human form of Shri Krishna, regained his natural state, free from the fear

and bewilderment resulting from the cosmic form.

Seeing Shree Krishna in his beautiful two- armed form reconfirmed and
strengthened Arjun’s sentiment of sakhya bhav. Thus, Arjun says he has
regained his composure and is back to normal. Seeing Shree Krishna’s
pastimes with the Pandavas, the celestial sage Narad had earlier told
Arjun’s elder brother, King Yudhishthir: giidharm pararn brahma manushya
lingam (Bhagavatam 7.15.75)[v25] “Shree Krishna resides in your house
and lives with you just like your brother.” Thus, Arjun was habituated to

having the privilege of interacting with the Lord as a brother and friend.



We have come across the meaning of the term “Janaardana” earlier. “Arda”
means one who moves, or makes others move. Jana means people, and
therefore Janaardana means one who moves people to heaven or hell, in
other words, dispenses justice to evildoers. Another meaning of Janaardana
is one whom people ask for prosperity and well-being. By addressing Shri
Krishna as Janaardana, a term he used to address Shri Krishna prior to

knowing that he was Ishvara, Arjuna recalled the glory of his human form.

So far, we saw Arjuna request Shri Krishna for the cosmic form, Arjuna’s
description of the cosmic form and his subsequent reaction to it, followed by
a request to revert back to the human form. Now, Shri Krishna summarizes

the teaching of this chapter in the the four shlokas that follow.
|| R w#em 1

A FEUT FH YeT: GRA AeAd FT H &G I ISl e §, ¢ Sfelred, 39 H 3o
AT &1 3mhfd A 39 & 3§ THe=HE WE ALY ¥ F @ W FAAT Iled
THe O g3 § 3R el gpfa 1 areafas Fafa @ gred &7 & o 7w &
I gl

APSUT & HAAGh Foa al oM atel T & a20eT Aol & &I A & To:
gfSe 3R Teeldl &l e Al &l SHIAT ol Hecl & o 3Hl e & Tor:
wred Y forar § 3R 3R Adleur @AEg g ol 1 uvsEl F @y sfigsor Ay
M3l F S@H ARG AfA gged @ ST F A T AT Fr a1 g A

ME W FEA ATATASIH (HoAgHmerad#-7.15.75)

"AIFSr HIF W A WIF WY oA F T A Ewm w1t oswlAr 6w
Hhemrgaer SFST F WY WER Jded AR VT TE@1 AT AR SAGER FA H
ey Al



QLHATCHT T HSUT o & & AT Fa&Y g g GeX, A AR AT g1 F& el
HA O 3o¢ AU ST HJST HHAH Y YAgR A ¢, al Tg 3oT T A g

SRR a&c T IEUT TUT IeIHT el & U AT qd AR & 37T &
HROT IHEAT, FATE & el Al fIe §9 #T Qe F@mefidsh § fob sl
I 3R A @ T g IT AT W] Tgl dg TIhR el & fob 3erale] o 2rreT,
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TEd &1 AT T FAS AT 30 F U AgR R Uled T 98T Sfiged 7 S st
W 3R d@iF g B, 38 TR A §l A”™E W SR AR KN HRAT A
Ao 9, 3AR-fAaR 3R cuggr & @9e 3R geefawr g & &, s
ST FeATdel TH FT Tl & 3 gl

SAfIT STd 3Tl &l 39T 3GHR-AAGR ar9d A a1 dr renfas €9 & a8
HaTaTel T TIEET FeIar @ dfdd I§ IAT| 92 38k T T§ Felar w61 diown
Teh $TeTh Nl &1 S d§ FUT H AP HITaeT & & H S@AT §; 3Ahsyd
AlFd ¥ 98 Theq HiFd H a9 T Bl

3§ ¥ Ig 91d quHbC%ﬁ?Wﬂﬁ%fé?%@éﬂHﬁﬁé?ﬂHﬂ#QﬁW
SISl TS9N, 3TAUT IAFET HiFd HATGE geN 3H F IS g ¢ e o
3Ah®q HiFd € HAIdE g, dl 3I&T &l df 91d & &1, HIRIFT AT &l &G
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37SIeT T STl HT fegAlGe i §U ST FEd &, 8 3 U ¢
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&ﬁmﬁ@aw
Yasdfde w9 Teeamfy IewH |
qaT I T AT geferargiaror: |

"$ri-bhagavan uvaca,
su-durdar$am idarm riipam,
drstavan asi yan mama..|

deva apy asya riipasya,

nityam darSana- kanksinah"..|1

ATy

A SETAT F FET - AW SN AGHT T JAN AWM §, 38 W U Heded g @
eadr oY 5T eMRad T F &2eT ST TReT FId B &1 (9R)

Meaning:
Shree Bhagavaan said:

It is extremely rare (for anyone) to see that form of mine that you have just

seen. Even the gods eternally long to see this form.
Explanation:

Having shown Arjun the cosmic form, and having praised it as being
unavailable to anyone but him, Shree Krishna does not want him to slacken
his love for the personal form of God. Hence, Shree Krishna says that the
way in which Arjun sees God is exceedingly rare. He emphasizes that even
the celestial gods yearn to realize God in his two-armed personal form as
he is standing before Arjun. This is not possible by any amount of Vedic

studies, austerities, or fire sacrifices.



The Gita uses a lot of the Katha Upanishad for its teachings. In that
Upanishad, the young boy Nachiketa approaches the lord of death Yama for
spiritual instruction. His most powerful question to Yama is what happens to
the soul after death. Yama tries to distract Nachiketa with boons of wealth
and power but fails. Eventually he responds: “Nachikata, even the gods are
even anxious to know the answer to this question and have never been

able to figure this out”.

The same language is used by Shri Krishna in this shloka. He says that the
gods have desired to see Ishvara’s cosmic form since eternity but have not
been able to do so. It is “sudurdarsham”, extremely difficult and rare to see,
it is next to impossible. They may have seen Lord Naarayana in his four-
armed form, but not the universal cosmic vision seen by Arjuna. And they

will probably not see it in their lifetime.

Why is it the case the the gods cannot see this vision? Let’s investigate the
nature of gods. They may be more powerful than humans, but they are
subject to the three gunaas like every other aspect of creation. Which
means that they also are impelled by selfish desires. Even Indra, the king of
the gods, starts plotting to remove anyone who has an eye on his throne.
So, what Shri Krishna means here is that humans, gods, demons, anyone
who is part of this creation, will never get to see this cosmic form unless
they have a specific quality. Shri Krishna will give a detailed answer to this

question soon.

1 & e 11

39T CERT TJHST TR SWel TGHA Uol: Gfdfsl &I FWT &l &@ ¥ S Halw
cgFd fohdT 1T af gATCd Agl ATl 3Hd: HIG aRT 39 [aRIC &9 gl UaHA
TGS @ ST ®T H 3H & Y B TS AT ™ AT

3T @l HUAT faewy fe@e 3R 38 SRl el & 9uld aur 3 adie
W%ﬁvgﬁﬁaﬁlﬁ?m&ﬁf@mﬁww{ HaTaTe dTel &9 & T 31T
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& &adm off $eTaTel A IoAh & ol aTl 3H R F H @ ded § o &
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FUTq e el a8 Ffoaara giar g1 gaar @t 8t A 39 §T F g e
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(T T ) WM et g 3R S o g

AT giee F1 [EAIAT RACAT & & 3d: A, ¢, Iud, Terd, a7, AR,
fpeey 301fe 39 & T & & RREar &, 99 & 77 @ o & geAT d gl 3
g1 St 5§ gite & REwr § & @9 AR gEarr wHfa F HEwh qot & v @
SEfer 3O FAL B Bol & A ¥ A PR F PR % SEwe ¥ 5
QHATCAT & &ed WATCHT HI 3ToT W &l IR &

AT FUT EaRT I+l TR & EAeT AT 3ol GaRT HT & HRUT WHAT o A
TaH 38 $elled I ASeT o W, ST 3T FT Hgcd Fohe FeAT HAIF UT|

FagR # AT ST FElT T gey iR F AT @R el A edd
goleT 3UCY §| 5§ deh WRATCHT T IHH HUT o g, 3T & U6 el § Al e
BTl 36 & A & KW - A g q9 wd Wd g ARG IS T TR
3YSS g1 ST ol TG shdol THACHT & 3qae & o g1 $H 1 Tl AT AT

fRIdeT- Helel GaRT & FHSIAT HEAT &1 & IR=T &l g

FSUT 3ol & T@T A, ol HT 30 W IR faeary a1, gaferd Jeur sffd & Feor
I AR ARMGOT @l HT AT H 38 o fd6cd Ho0T T GAT[HFT 8 35T @
UH WA &, gl AT @ o gole ugeet TawT 3R favre faeawy edfe 39
#r fqu

ST & I A Idr A AAET AR gfaar i oererer @el A F 3ejdre 3qclet
¢l frg gsfa & il qoi & war Sha offar &1 3reads a3l # Hehdr § o9 39
T ROM HeT & 3ol & 3FTUT T§ Hel Pl AT G 39 THRF g Fay
HAT @AT g1 3d: 9 &t 3R 3ufAwel &1 Gqot AT 3uersy g ar o S &




Alg AR AR AGART & HRUT HH & glcl of SH & HROT $2aX & HAT &
foT 39 & 31 e, 9a 3R afea S8 8

HET H & & Hged H A P FIT FEd & TGH Il IS B I T WA P
f&er, g4 9ed Bl
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A Aot AIHT o T o ASIAT |
uFT va faut g5 Tveamfy A Ui

"naham vedair na tapasa,

na danena na cejyaya.. |
$akya evam-vidho drastur,

drstavan asi mam yatha"..||

ATy

A 38 UGS T @I TSGR R SaRT SWT AT § S &I &l o dal & T 4,
JdUEH ®, T & A 3R A IF & & W ST THT &1 (93)

Meaning:

Not through the Vedas, penance, charity, nor through worship can | be

seen, in the manner in which you have seen me.
Explanation:

In this shloka, Shri Krishna lists tools that help us lead a fruitful life. First,
he lists the Vedas, which refer to material and spiritual teachings, give us
knowledge to lead a purposeful and ethical life. By encouraging action in
life’'s early stages, then emphasizing renunciation in the later stages, they

get us from harbouring selfish desires to desirelessness. Austerity and



charity further reduce our ego, and penance strengthens us internally and

externally. Worship invokes Ishvara’s grace and blessings.

However, Shri Krishna reminds us that none of these methods will give us
attainment of Ishvara as their result. This point is of such importance that he
brings it up for the second time in the same chapter.This is not possible by
any amount of Vedic studies, austerities, or fire sacrifices. The basic spiritual
principle is that God cannot be known by the strength of one’s efforts.
However, those who engage in devotion to him become recipients of his
grace. Then, by virtue of his grace, they are easily able to know him. The

Mundakopanishad states:

nayamatma pravachanena labhyo na medhaya na bahuna shrutena

(3.2.3)[v26]

“God cannot be known either by spiritual discourses or through the
intellect; nor can he be known by hearing various kinds of teachings.” If
none of these means can help realize God in his personal form, then how

can he be seen in this manner? He now reveals the secret.

Each of the means outlined above have their own results which are valid in
life’s various stages, but they can only purify us, not give us Ishvara directly.
If we don’t understand this, we are like the child who wants to go to a
dentist not to take care of a tooth issue, but to get the lollipop at the end

of the visit.

Attainment of Ishvara is purely in the hands of Ishvara himself, as we saw
earlier. It is his choice as to whom he will bestow his grace upon. But so
far, Shri Krishna himself has described that there is no bias in the way he
has set up the machinery of the universe. This leads us to believe that
Ishvara will not arbitrarily bestow his grace upon anyone randomly. There

has to be a logic to it. Shri Krishna reveals this answer next.
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RACAT WH dcd § ol 30 & X A1 38 § IR $ 8 Q| 96k & @987 4
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JmeATicHeRdT #T HAEd Aeued I8 & T #emas I g4 39 Sdcal o1 |y
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AGATCHT Jadalel S5 o AEAT o qga AT (H3FIfAE-3.2.3)
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YR & 39U 1 AT 8t ¢t ST AT Fhar'|
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fordr aeq, =afed anfe & & @ler S Hevar g7

3 a1 @ o FH A H @A e TR A A W HROER @E #g oiw
3T gedl WA B, 3T A H Hcg o F Ry aw wAl A e & ol




ST &l 38 FT 3 AR ’™F TASC HY dl HH B FAT &F § Fhifh dg =g
T F ¥ Fhg 98 R 9ER A, 9% ofld W R § B ag 39 w7 F due A
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HFAT TAeAT AT HgAG AU |
AG &5 T dcde GAE T HWead ||
"bhaktya tv ananyaya $akya

aham evam-vidho 'rjuna

jAaturm drastum ca tattvena
pravestum ca parantapa"
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Meaning:

But, by single-pointed devotion, | am accessible, O Arjuna. In this manner,
as my essence, | can be known, seen, and merged into, O scorcher of

foes.
Explanation:

In 7th chapter of the Gita; where we have talked about four levels of
bhakthi; artah; artarthi; jijiasuh; and jAani; which can be reduced into three
levels; So, this four levels can be understood in three levels; artah and
artharthi is one level; jijiasu is another level; jAani is the third and final level.
So, Krishna adds an adjective ananya bhaktya évam drastum sakya; not

ordinary bhakthi but ananya bhakthih.

So finally, Shri Krishna reveals the means by which we can access Ishvara’s
cosmic form. It cannot be through any action such as rituals, study of the
Vedas and so on since all of these methods are in the realm of space and
time. “Ananya bhakti”, or single- pointed devotion is the only means to
access Ishvara. We have come across the term “ananya” in prior chapters.
It means that in which there is no “anya”, no other. We should not be
devoted to Ishvara so that we can get something else. The devotion should

be for obtaining Ishvara and nothing else.

Shree Krishna emphatically declares that his two-armed form as he is
standing before Arjun can only be realized through bhakti. This has been

repeatedly stated in the Vedic scriptures:

“‘Devotion alone will unite us with God; devotion alone will help us see him;
devotion alone will help us attain him; God is enslaved by true devotion,

which is the best of all paths.”

‘Uddhav, | come under the control of my devotees and am won over by

them. But those who do not engage in devotion can never attain me by



practicing ashtang yog, studying Sankhya and other philosophies, performing

pious acts and austerities, or cultivating renunciation.”

‘I am only attained through bhakti. Those who engage in my bhakti with

faith are very dear to me.”

“Without devotion, one can never attain God, no matter how much one
endeavors through the practice of ashtang yog, austerities, knowledge, and

detachment.”

We see this principle in our daily life as well. You have two friends, one
who always comes to you when he needs something from you, not
otherwise. Another friend comes to you just to know how you are doing,
without any ulterior motive or hidden agenda. We would always prefer to
deal with the second friend and say to him "my house is your house, don't
behave like a stranger, take what you want". Similarly, when we ask
something materialistic from Ishvara, we treat him as different from us.
Ishvara does not like this. When we want only Ishvara, we do not treat him

as different from us. This is the crux of single-pointed devotion.

In the second half of the shloka, Shri Krishna outlines the process of
attaining Ishvara. First, we have to know what Ishvara is, discarding all our
prior notions. We have to know him as “tattvena”, in his essence, as
pervading the entire world, not as someone hiding up in the sky somewhere.
When we gain this knowledge and reflect upon it constantly, we begin to
see Ishvara in everything, and everything as Ishvara. But the last step, of
not seeing Ishvara from the outside, but of totally merging into Ishvara, can
only happen through single- pointed devotion. Arjuna came to know lIshvara
through Shri Krishna’s teaching, and he also saw Ishvara’s cosmic form. But

he did not fully merge into it, he was standing out of it.



In this manner, Shri Krishna slowly brings up the topic of the next chapter,
which is the yoga of bhakti or devotion. He summarizes this chapter in the

next and last shloka.
1 & e 1
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AFAFHACA AGHF: At |
fadt: gdEy 7 @ AW qosT |

mat-karma-krn mat-paramo
mad-bhaktah sanga-varjitah
nirvairah sarva-bhuitesu
yah sa mam eti pandava

Tare:

§ TUSYA! ST HTSH Hael A RO g MW E U FEquT Fceq FAT H FAT
¢, A0 afed A T&ud @ar &, d SEA3T @ Hod war ¢ AR FEEd wriort @
Hfrema @ B, 98 Aqed AREd w9 @ 79 & ored T g1 (99)

Meaning:



One who performs actions for me, considers me as supreme, is devoted to
me, is free from attachment and without enmity towards all beings, that

person attains me, O Paandava.
Explanation:

What do we get as a reward for studying one of the longest chapters of the
Gita? It is this concluding shloka of the eleventh chapter which
Shankaraachaarya considers the essence of the entire Bhagavad Gita. Shri
Krishna says that Isvara can be attained by following five guidelines: perform
actions for the sake of Ishvara, fix Ishvara as the ultimate goal, observe
single- pointed devotion to Ishvara, remain free from worldly attachments, do

not harbour likes or dislikes.

Now, he concludes this chapter by highlighting five characteristics of those

who are engaged in exclusive devotion:

1.They perform all their duties for my sake. Accomplished devotees do not
divide their works into material and spiritual. They perform every work for
the pleasure of God, thus consecrating every act of theirs to him. The Saint

Kabir states:

“When | walk, | think | am circumambulating the Lord; when | work, |
think | am serving the Lord; and when | sleep, | think | am offering him
obeisance. In this manner, | perform no activity other than that which is

offered to him.”

2.They depend upon me. Those who rely upon their spiritual practices to

reach God are not exclusively dependent upon him.
3.They are devoted to me.

4. They are free of attachment. Devotion requires the engagement of the

mind. This is only possible if the mind is detached from the world.



5.They are without malice toward all beings.

Furthermore, all five steps are interconnected and strengthen each other.
The mind cannot fully detach itself from everything. Like a child that drops
attachment to toys and is attached to higher ideals as an adult, Shri Krishna
advises us to drop attachments to material things and develop attachment
for Ishvara. When we begin to see everything as Ishvara, and see ourselves
as part of Ishvara, we will not generate feelings of dislike towards anyone or
anything, just like we do not have enmity towards any part of our own body.
This is the theme of this chapter, where the individual essence sees itself

as part of the universal eternal essence.
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S Sd TRATCHAT &l ITed AT AT ¢ 39 & TRIG eI Ig 3ifde eollh Th
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ATaTe:
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Explanation:

So, the eleventh chapter of the Gita is over which is titled Visva rapa

darsana yogah.
I gR: 3 ad ad |l
Summary of Bhagvad Gita Chapter 11:

All of us know that even the largest tree came from a tiny seed. But our
eyes cannot see the miniscule changes that transform the seed into a
sapling, then into a plant and so on. Only when we take a series of
photographs each day and play them at high speed can we actually see the

seed turn into a tree. Our other senses have similar limitations. The mind,



which gives meaning to the information from our senses, chops up time and

space. It can never view the unity of things.

Arjuna was aware of this limitation. Having heard about Ishvara’s vibhootis
or grand expressions in the prior chapter, he desperately wanted to get rid
of this limitation. In response to his request, Shri Krishna granted him divine
vision that enabled him to see the universe without the limitations of space
and time. Without the limitation of time, Arjuna did not just see the tree, he
saw the seed, the sapling and the tree all at once. Without the limitation of
space, he saw not just that tree, but all the trees in the universe all at

once.

Our mind has another limitation. It tends to get attracted to some things,
and gets repelled from other things. To highlight this limitation, Shri Krishna
first showed Ishvara’s pleasant form, and then followed it with his frightful,
menacing form. Everything that existed in the pleasant form was violently
destroyed by the same Ishvara. Shri Krishna later emphasized that creation
and destruction were to be viewed in the same light, because creation
cannot happen without destruction. Both have their place in the universe.
Also, when one’s actions or karmas are exhausted on earth, they are

destroyed. There is no randomness or personal bias in who gets destroyed.

Shri Krishna concluded this chapter by instructing Arjuna on how to attain
Ishvara. The key qualification is ananya bhakti, or single- pointed devotion.
Combined with karma yoga, jnyana yoga, subduing likes and dislikes and
giving up attachment to the material world, we are able to access Ishvara in
his cosmic form. The previous shloka enabled us to see the one Ishvara in

everything, the one in all. This chapter urges us to see the all in one.

TARIA - AT THIGA
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